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Sampaguita scion 
talks about life 
with movie stars 
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Lifting of Metro 
number-coding 
scheme expected 
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6 crime gang members 


killed in shootout with 
policemen in Bataan 
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UCLA, Florida 
battle for US NCAA 
championship 


South Koreans ready 


for life with robots 


‘SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 
—South Korea, the 
world's most wired coun- 
try. s rushing to turn what. 
sounds like science fiction 
into everyday Ife. 

The government, which 
succeeded in getting 
broadband Internet into 72 
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Abalos tells critics 
of Cha-cha: Go to SC 


DEATH ANNIVERSARY 


“Tourists look at a mural of Pope John Paul Il, made up of small 
of the Catholic world commemorated the first anniversary of 


photographs of his face, in Krakow. Poland and the rest 
his death on Sunday. (Story in The World, Page А28) e 


Senate to file 
suit to stop 
verification 


By Leila B, Salaver 
and T] Burgonio 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. yes- 
terday challenged groups op- 
posed to the verification of mil- 
lions of signatures in support of 
a shift to a parliamentary form 
of government to get an injunc- 
tion from the Supreme Court if 
they believed that the verifica- 
tion process violated the high 
tribunal's earlier ruling. 


“Let us stop arguing. They should go to the 
Supreme Court and stop us," Abalos said in a 
phone interview yesterday. 

Senators will respond to Abalos chal- 
lenge. 

“We are preparing for that. This matter will 
ultimately reach the Supreme Court,” Senate 
President Franklin Drilon said. 

The Supreme Court ruled in 1997 that the 
Initiative and Referendum Act was not 
enough to cover a people's initiative to effect 
Charter change (Cha-cha). 

Abalos said nobody was seeking to formally 
stop the poll body although certain people 
claimed that the Comelec’s verification of the 
signatures violated the high tribunal's decision. 

“Тт not saying they're incorrect. | have a 
lotof respect for these people and we may just 
have different interpretations of the deci- 
sion,” Abalos said. “If you believe you are 
right, then you should go to the Supreme 
Court and get an injunction.” 

Sigaw ng Bayan, a coalition of 100 civic 
and nongovernment organizations, and the 
Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines 
(Ulap) have been gathering signatures as part 
of a "people's initiative,” one óf the three 
modes for amending the 1987 Constitution. 

The other modes are a constituent assem- 
bly (Con-Ass) consisting of the members of 
Congress and a constitutional convention 
(Con-con) whose delegates are elected. 

In a peoples initiative, a petition for an 
‘amendment requires the signatures of at least 
32 percent ofthe total number of registered vot- 
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RP Catholic groups brace 
for ‘Da Vinci’ film attacks 
By Christian V. Esguerra 


PHILIPPINE CATHOLIC GROUPS ARE GEARING 
up for the expected assault on the Christian faith 
with the worldwide release next month of the Hol- 
lywood blockbuster based on Dan Brown's huge- 
ly popular "The Da Vinci Code" novel. 

The Theological Centrum, a center disseminat- 
ing key Church teachings on specific issues, will 
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STANDING tallis starlet Keanna Reeves, 
who appears on stage as she is declared 
winner of the Pinoy Big Brother Celebrity 
Edition. RUD FEMS 


Starlet wins 
reality TV 
show amid 
vote-buy raps 


By Nini Valera 
Entertainment 


SEXY STARLET KEANNA REEVES RULES IN 
"Pinoy Big Brother Celebrity Edition." 

Reeves, 36, received 571,607 text votes or 
442. percent of the total number of votes, 
making her the big winner in the top-rating 
reality show aired over ABS-CBN. 

Besting 13 other celebrity housemates and 
bagging P4 million worth of cash and prizes, 
Reeves—Janet Derecho Duterte in real 
life—was proclaimed the big winner Satur- 
day night during a live telecast of PBB 
Celebrity Edition from the Manila Post Office 
at Liwasang Bonifacio. 

John Prats came in second with 372,198 
votes or 28.8 percent of total votes. Bianca 
Gonzales garnered 245,594 votes or 19 per- 
cent, putting her in third place. 

Zanjoe Marudo was in fourth place with 
103,422 or 8 percent of the votes. 

"The overwhelming number of votes could 
be attributed to massive vote card-buying. 

‘Talent manager and television talk show 
host Boy Abunda admitted that he had 
bought vote cards for his contract 
artists—Reeves and Gonzales. 

‘According to a source from Gabriela, about 
10 percent of Reeves's votes had come from 
the left-leaning women’s party-list group. 

Earlier, rumors circulated that the clothirig 
line Bench had been buying votes for Prats 
and Marudo, who endorse the brand. 

“| won't deny it," Abunda told the INQUIRER 
on Saturday. "My friends and 1 bought vote. 
cards to support Bianca and Keanna. There's 
no rile against that.” i 
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Firms seek rules on new power scheme Opposition boycott puts 
pressure on Thaksin 


By Abigail L. Ho 
Business 


A GROUP OF LARGE POWER USERS YES- 
terday welcomed the news of Manila Elec- 
tric Co.'s declaration of partial open access, 
but withheld its decision on whether to stick 
with Meralco or find other power suppliers 
until after the rules for the new scheme 
shall have been finalized. 


Meralco has agreed to allow other power 
producers to supply the electricity needs of 
its large customers, ending its monopoly in 
Metro Manila and nearby cities and 
provinces, The move is perceived as some- 
thing that would reduce the electricity bills 
of large power users, 

Donald Dee, president of the Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said 
that companies would need to know how 


much Meralco would charge for the use of 
its lines in case the companies decided to 
source their power requirement from other 
firms. 

“We welcome the news, but we need to 
know the details. While we can access (Na- 
tional Power Corp. or other independent 
power producers), we don’t know what the 
tolling fees will be, At the end of the day, we 
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Ито bags another int’! film award 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Entertainment 


THE FILIPINO DIGITAL MOVIE, UFO PIC- 
tures’ "Ang Pagdadalaga ni Maximo Oliv- 
eros,” garnered top awards and a cash prize 
of P6.2 million at the 7th Las Palmas de la 
Gran Canarias Film Festival held in the Ca- 


nary Islands on April 1. 

‘The cash prize will be awarded to the 
film's distributor In Spain. 

"The movie beat Oscar and Golden Globe 
contenders ‘Junebug” and "The Squid and 
the Whale" from the United States, as well 
as “Bride of Silence” from Vietnam, “Gi- 
laneh" from Iran, "Dam Street” from China 


and “Invisible Waves" from Thailand, 
among other films. 

"Maximo" director Auraeus Solito re- 
layed the good news to the Inquirer through 
a text message from Madrid, Spain. The Ca- 
тагу Islands lies southwest of Spain on the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
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‘THAKSIN has promised 
tostep down if his party 

gets less than 50 percent 
ofthevote, 


BANGKOK—THAILAND'S EMBATTLED 
prime minister urged the country to ignore an 
opposition boycott of snap elections yester- 
day, saying the vote was crucial to ending the 
country's deepening political stalemate. 

"The balloting was largely peaceful, but 
bombs exploded after voting ended at three 
polling stations їп the restive south, injur- 
Ing four soldiers and a police officer, police 
said. 

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra 
called the election three years early to re- 
assert his mandate after weeks of persistent 
Street protests calling for his resignation, 
But the vote was unlikely to satisfy critics 
who accuse him of corruption and abuse of 
power, 

‘AIL three opposition parties in Parliament 
boycotted the election, urging Thailand's 45 
million registered voters to cast ballots but 
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Palparan gives NPA 5 more months 


‘By Tonette Orejas leader captured deador alive. would notstop him fromhunting Palparan said more than 200  notmyorthemiltarys [faul]... Irs 
I Central Luzon Desk Palparan, chief oftheArmys7th down rebels. villages in the Central Luzon happening all over the country [De- 

Infantry Division based in Nueva 1 retire, yes, but I wilnotre- provinces of Aurora, Bataan, Bu- cause] .. the enemies of the state 

c Eje, sud he could have set the tie fom my counterinsurgency lacan, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, have eamed their own enemies.” 

‘MEXICO, PAMPANGA ONTROVERSIAL MAJ. deadline earlier than Sept. 21 had work Iwilljustberemovingmy mil- Tarlac and Zambales were under Central Command chief Lt 
Gen. Jovito Palparan Jr has set Sept. 21 this net the anions campaign кже кышы MM degrees of influence” of Gen. Samuel Bagasin announced 
Scar hí i zt È = asowedbytheeforstodesta- Palparan, described by militant rebels and their legal fronts. the P20,000 bounty on Frida 
rer his 56th birthday—as the deadline for wiping SO the administration. groupsasthe butcher” of political “I don't care if there are five or when he spoke pr ea 
‘out the communist insurgency no administration ` “if were allowed my way, this activists, attended a two-day sem- 10 barangays. I want to clear the 43rd Infantry Battalion based 
‘has succeeded in licking for nearly four decades. could have been done at a faster inar for some 600 former commu- them all. I want to clear the towns in Sogod, Southern Leyte. 

S pace.” he said in Filipino. “It is nist supporters in this town. completely” he said. "We now [have] the upper 
бер. 21, in roughly five а the Visayas, the military is slowed down by propaganda ver- Asked why he would continue When the INQumx pointed out hand. Let us continue our deci- 
"hionths from now, coincides with also stepping up its campaign to sus the government and the mili. pursuing rebels even after his re- that at least 70 unarmed leftist ac- sive ‘engagement against the ene- 
Qe day of Palparan's retirement defeat the New People’s Army By tary The militants are even using ürement he said: “This is a life. Эре had been killed in the region my because they are losing 
from the Armed Forces of the offering soldiers a reward of priestsandbishopstodiscreditus.” time commen for democra- inthe wake ofastepped-up military steam,"hesaid. With Jani Ar- 

i РОО for every NPA section Palparan said his retirement -cy.lwildoituntlImdead? campaign, Palparan said: "Thats nais, PDI Visayas Bureau 


luno E AIDES FORESEES 


Miriam: 
Get a 
degree 
first 


1 " " RE ШЕКТ! IG POLI- 

Never in our history has our nation been so divided. psi bmp Gera 
1 б . ^ ы college degree first. 

Yet, there is a plan to shift from presidential to a parliamentary form of government. р 


This is NOT the solution to our problems. sor-Santiago wants 
candidates who do 


Yes, change must happen but it must come from our political leaders not have а four-year 


ll de 
and our electoral system. ынанышы 

ч E З for any elective posi- 

That is why we make this appeal. To President GMA and to Congress. c азы 
would propose a pro- 
€ in ени 

constitution that 

We appeal to them: would require all 


candidates for elec- 


Exercise the highest degree of statesmanship у E 
on charter change or cha-cha. pecu 


“If even policemen 

are required to be 

2 г, P Р college iduates, 

On the part of business, we believe this should be its role: the “same” require: 

ment should be im- 

‚ The business sector must remain apolitical, non-partisan, and must play a proactive pem = ат 
role in explaining їо ће people what ће shift from presidential to parliamentary means ME nd ME 


for them. Or why the present system must remain. statement. 
И the Supreme 
. The business sector will act as a Convenor and invite resource persons from both аит 
sides, for and against, and discuss cha-cha. said she would pro- 
pose a constitutional 
. The business sector will organize regional business forums in Metro Manila, the rest provision to raise the 


i б А 5 for elected 
of Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao in tandem with regional chambers and business еа peel 


organizations to determine the pulse ofthe people. The results of these consultations public service. 
will be made public. giae] un 
"" idi а le 
The COPW will file a petition to the Supreme Court peritia vienes 
р! 
cials lacking college 
For its part, the Consumer and Oil Price Watch (COPW) се 
will file a petition to the Supreme Court questioning the legality of the People's Initiative. : 
In a previous ruling, the Supreme Court declared Republic Act 6735 (on the People's Initiative) 
was defective and insufficient as basis for a grassroots campaign to amend the Constitution. 


Thus, Congress must first pass an enabling law for a popular initiative. should take a test on 
а pass-fail basis,” she 
Barangay assemblies nationwide claimed to have gathered 4.5 million signatures = 


$ > 4 Santiago, — wh 
supporting a shift from the presidential to parliamentary form of government. сс же, 
At least 5 million signatures are needed. The groups of Raul Lambino of Sigaw ng Bayan & эрү» last bus due 
Bohol Governor Erico Aumentado, president of the League of Provinces & the Union of Local karped on on e 
Authorities of the Philippines, will gather not just 5 million but 10 million signatures. ject x she spoke 

at the commence- 

We would like to know how 10 million signatures could be produced in just six days. ачышны = 

z іше of Science and 

The 2007 elections must be held. Technology Шо 

City, her hometown, 

The National Elections in May 2007 must push through as provided for by the Constitution. Be bns een 

Whether it's a unicameral parliamentary or the current bicameral, Bearers 

elections must be held for the 12 Senators, 238 Representatives, and around 17,000 local posts 1 never cancel a 
in cities, municipalities, and provinces whose term of office will expire in 2007. тон MN. 

" LS k I am. Besides, I 

Furthermore, the President must fill up the three vacancies in the COMELEC for commissioners. feel em году 
We must-ensure that we have an independent and credible COMELEC, free from pressure of about this issue,” she 


any kind, political or otherwise. ass sale 
it " tained that she was 
Electoral reforms must be in place now. Only when our people are convinced that still opposed to 
the 2007 elections are clean, honest, and free from anomaly will they respect the results. Hus See 
through a con- 

situent assembly 

or a people's initia- 


CONSUMER & on. Ca es. р. 


lea in the Senate 

PRICE WATCH RAUL T. CONCEPPION ока сю D bé 
Chairman filed in the Supreme 

А Cour challenging 

Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 these parallel moves 


f the administrati 
or call Direct Line 844-8785; Fax: 818-6203 + E-mail: rtc@cii.com.ph NS QUE 


"To better serve the public, this ad appears in major newspapers and tabloids as comic strip. tutional changes, 
TJ Burgonio 


Cha-cha is not the Answer 
Let Us Consult the People 
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Filipino's - 
dreams died 
in Bahrain 


By Melvin Gascon 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


DUPAX DEL SUR, NUEVA VIZCAYA—FOR 
Edwin Batacan, fami- 
ly mattered most. 

Working a world 
away for a construc- 
tion firm in Bahrain, 
he looked forward to 
the day in June this 
year when his wife 
and their only son 
would be joining him : s 

"бй there. " 

BATACAN DNE For only P100* a day, you get 
dawn Friday (Philip- » 

pine time) when Batacan, 47, along with 6 0th- ШЙ ‘and peace of mind, plas 

er people drowned when their leisure boat sank 

ifthe coast of Bahrain on the Persian Gull a cash payout every 2 years until age 65, 


Bahrain was investigating Saturday how a i 
boat packed with partying foreigners cap- a lump Sum retirement fund at 65, 


sized in calm seas. Officials said the vessel MP EUST NET E 
was not licensed for such trips. А 
Sixty-eight people survived. Batacan was insurance coverage. 
among at least three Filipinos who drowned, 
the Department of Foreign Affairs said. ud 
Bahrain officials listed five Filipinos dead. 
Batacan’s death left his wife Lourdes, 43, 
and son, Edric Bartram, 12, grieving in the 
family house here. 
Batacan, a geodetic engineer, had worked as 
surveyor at the twin towers of the World Trade 
Center Bahrain, which was nearing completion, 
"(That boat trip] was supposed to be a cele- 
bration because they had just finished a very im- 
portant phase ofthe project, Instead, it turned in- 
toa tragedy,” Lourdes told the INQUIRER- 
Lourdes said her last talk with her husband 
was on Thursday when he "sought [her] per- 
mission” to join the cruise. 
"We were teasing each other. 1 jokingly wamed 
him about the girls that might be at that outing, 
but he kept telling me not to worry because I was 
the only woman he loved," Lourdes said. 
‘Lourdes leamed about her husband's death 
even before DFA officials relayed the sad news. 3 i La 
“I woke up unusually early that morning, Vniroduecing 
turned on the TV to watch the news, which I 
was not used to doing," she said. “1 scanned s 
Tha channels until 1 ended up on BBC (British Н ШО @.5 Ё Hites 
КОЕ Corp НЕ aliai Milestones is Philanlile's newest ie 9 теце нки звару your money in more ways than one. 
СЕА НЕН advantages of Philamlife's Milestones: 
Lourdes called her sister, Ermelinda, whois " scan unrated dote out tanc coverage by Ihe ЗГ gear, 
Noct dd -Guarshteed cash payback every 2 years after you complete your 5-year insurance payment period 


^ n i “Earns better than ordinary savings accounts 
asked her to check if my husband was in his «Dividends - Get your dividends anytime or accumulate them until age 65 as a substantial retirement fund 
apartment, but [she said] no one was there." 


Count on Philamlfe's strength, stability, and financial expertise to ensure optimum returns for your funds. 
Soon after, her sister called to say a sur- 
vivor had confirmed her husband was among ea | [nd | Petrement Fund At Age 65 ейте Pension | 
лы тта Ретітх 5 Years) sey 2 Years 
Home for vacation last December, Batacan 736445x5=P182225" | РІ0000° From Age 28 L 1,312,000" INT sing mge s6 | P875,000" By Age 66 
pepe roses ie weet = Тил ran bowed age 23 wilh a P140,000 basic face amount, ези of ает, Dividends аге dependent on he company’s perlormance and are not guaranteed, 
M eT GE he Wand Every üme'he et your money actively work for you as you live life to the fullest. Avail of Philamlife's Milestones today 
called, he would always talk about how he [К For more information, call (02) 528-5555. 
yearned for that day when we could join him | 
there,” Lourdes said. | (х 
“Не had good plans for his family. Now 
those dreams are all gone," she said. 


zT MM 
Workers 
implore 
Rosales 


THE MILITANT LA- 
bor group Kilusang 
Mayo Uno yesterday 
urged Manila Arch- 
bishop Gaudencio Car- 
dinal Rosales to take a 
firm stand on issues 
concerning workers in 
the country. 

“We appeal to the 
Cardinal to take a stand 
‘on issues regarding the 
need for ап urgent A 
wage increase, employ- Think of a highly advanced micro-dermabrásion treatment, of 
ment, social services is diamond dusts that exfoliate to reveal a more even-toned skin. 
avis the growing oor- [°° d E Think of supple skin, free from acne and enlarged pores, 
ruption and rottenness blackheads and whiteheads. Think of skin that outshines, 
within the ruling sys- mesmerizes and seduces anyone who looks at it. Think of radiance, 


tem,” KMU spokesper- flawlessness, perfection - think of DIAMOND PEEL. 
son Presto Suyat said in 4 


a statement А Timeless beauty - It can be yours, Сай the Facial Care Centre 
KMU chair Elmer professionals and get it now. È 
Labog said that with 
Rosales newly ele- 


See dark FREE 2 Diamond Peel Therapies 
пот people would upon enrollment on April 3-8, 2006 only. 


терни. |, mue Sed 

Rosales was elevat- 
ed to the College of 
Cardinals during а 
consistory at the Vati 
can last month. As a 
“Prince of the 
Church,” he is an ad- 
viser to the Pope. 

The KMU has been 
pushing for a P125 
across-the-board wage 
increase, citing the in- Мно 
creasing prices of ba: 


Е CALL 892-SKIN (7546) Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
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РТ ХӨ ER. It's about time. 


It's all about accessorizing your home. 


Flat is beautiful. Flat is the ultimate! sign in air conditioning systems. 
A Flat Panel means there are no ridges i inthe grill that can gather dust 
or grime. A Flat Panel blends in with the elegant interior design 


and ambience of your home or place of business. 


It's all about intelligent cooling. 


The Carrier Xpression is not just form but substance too. Here is where engineering is at its best. 


heat is taken out of any room. Moisture that slows down the ability to absorb additional heat 
slides right off the coils of the Xpression's Hydrophilic Evaporator. The Turbo Cool and Powerful Mode ; 


features enable the unit to go full blast, cooling a room in less than 60 seconds. 


gni 


the latest in technology. Breathing clean air or 


= | Face it, there's nothing like knowing 
XxX р ге S S l O n you own the best. Whether it is aesthetics or 
really silent cooling. What may be regarded 


Yo u r u Iti m ate S P li It. | as the best air-conditioning system is 


the best reward you can give yourself. 
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r : It's all about breathing clean. 


* — 7^ Notjusta lot of cool air, but a lot of clean, cool air. The Carrier Xpression has 
5 Scheie features designed to do just that. A Washable Anti-I i-Mold Filter screens out harmful 
ў mold, dust and pollen. A Photo-Catalytic Filter removes harmful gases and 
chemicals in the air. A Charcoal Filter neutralizes cooking odor and cigarette smoke. 
An Electrostatic Dust Collector catches airborne allergens like dust mites, pollen and dog dander. 


And an Anti-Bacterial Blower Fan and Drain Pan inhibit the growth of bacteria and fungi. 


It's all about rewarding yourself. 


The Carrier presioni isin n itself the Wc assurance of quality in 


air conditioners. And ро one deserves this more than yourself. So до ahead. 


Indulge yourself. The Carrier Xpression is truly your own just reward. 
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Turn to the Experts: 


MoNDAY, 
APRIL 3, 2006 
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Monday, April 3, 2006 
Sth Week of Lent 
AstReading: — Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 
33-62 (or 13:14-62) 
Gospel: John 8:1-11 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At day- 
break Jesus appeared in the Temple again. All 
the people came to him, and he sat down and 
began to teach them. 

"Then the the teachers of the Law and the 
Pharisees brought in a woman who had been 
caught in the act of adultery. They made her 
stand in front of everyone. “Master,” they 
said, "this woman has been caught in the act 
of adultery. Now the Law of Moses orders that 
such women be stoned to death; but you, 
‘what do you say?" They said this to test Jesus, 
in order to have some charge against him. 

‘Jesus bent down and started writing on the 
ground with his finger. And as they continued 
to ask him, he straightened up and said to them, 
"Let anyone among you who has no sin be the. 
first to throw a stone at her" And he bent down. 
again, writing on the ground. 

‘Asa result of these words, they went away one 
byone, starting with the elders, and Jesus was left 
alone with the woman standing before him. 

“Then Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, 
where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 
She replied, “No one.” And Jesus said, “Neither 
do condemn you; go away and don'tsin again.” 
Commentary 

The old story of Susanna: Caught in a trap by 
those she refused to surrender to and yet is saved 
by the young prophet Daniel who tricks them. 
with their own lies and they are meted out justice. 
Jesus finds himself in the same situation with the 
woman ‘caught in adultery (where is the тап 
with her?). She is helpless and they intend to de- 
Stroy her in their attempt to destroy Jesus, But he 
uses their words/deeds to trap them and to shame 
them into leaving and letting her live. The justice 
of Godin Jesus is born of forgiveness, trut-tllng. 
and shared suffering, for he wil be caught as she 
was caught. But none will come to his defense; he 
will lean on God alone. Who do we help? Or are 
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Where you find the best, 


` weight by 


Lose 20% Me a body fat. Reduce your 
0, 20, 30 or more pounds! 


5 PERSONAL 
AINING SLOTS* 


NOIMONTHLY DUES! NO JOINING FEES! 
CREDIT CARD OPTIONS AT 0%. 
SAVINGS APPLY TO FULL PROGRAMMES, 

“ўз йа SVS-BBvs 
PESE OY e) 


BOTOX RESTYLANE 
WART REMOVAL 
PERMANENT LASER HAIR REMOVAL 


таре] Gavieta 
:34.5 Ibs of fat, 


BODY SCRUB SKIN WHITENING AQUAMID 
PERLANE FACIAL — LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
NUTRAGELL-FACE 
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‘or Ваши) smooth 
white skin... 


ALABANG Gemma/Wendy 809-0396 
BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
CALOOCAN Roda/Olive 365-7653 
CEBU Juna/Anne 231-3254 
GREENHILLS Eleanor/Juvy 726-6505 
LEGASPI VILL Lani/Jonah 893-8935 
MALATE Daisy/Mhaye 536-0619 


MEGAMALL Gina/Ruby 631-3869 
PASAY RD Cher/Maan/Val 887-1335 
Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
PASIG Lorie/Dino 647-3816 

SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 

SUBIC BetivPrecy 252-6514 
TRAFALGAR Anna 814-0138 


SKIN CENTER HOTLINES: ALABANG 7750587/09183912510 BINONDO 2420728/09178224399 CALOOCAN 3657653 GREENMIMS 7261526109194986196 
NER HOTUSSSSMUSZT3T73415  MEGAMALL 6377543/09162479753 PASAY RD. 8873530/09156893088 _PASKG 6273816/09275341214 
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RP Catholic groups brace 


for ‘Da Vinci 


From page Al 


devote the May issue of its “Documentation 
Service” to attacks expected to be raised by 
the movie starring Oscar winner Tom Hanks, 

The monthly publication is circulated in 
dioceses, schools and Catholic organizations. 

‘The Theological: Centrum involves some 
priests attached to the controversial Catholic 
group Opus Dei (“Work of God” in Latin). 

Established in 1928 by Spanish saint Jose- 
maria Escriva, Opus Dei took what is general- 
ly regarded in Church circles as a vicious blow 
from Brown. The author portrays the organi 
zation in his novel as an Штатів wing 
group that would kill to protect a supposed 
hoax in the Catholic faith. 


Occasion to know Jesus 

But Fr. Michael Angelo Cardenas, an Opus 
Dei priest and director of the Theological 
Centrum, said some members like him were 
not angered by the portrayal. 

"We view.it with complete openness,” he 
told the Inoumen yesterday, reiterating the po- 
sition taken by the personal prelature of Opus 
Dei when the novel first came out. 

Cardenas said the mind-set was to consider 
the controversy as an occasion "to allow more 
people to know Jesus Christ,” the savior of hu- 


Correction 

IN YESTERDAY'S ISSUE, a front-page 
story—“Ist in RP: Mom watches son on 
"Web deliver valedictory”—misstated 
that Ateneo's live webcast of its grade 
school graduation rites was “the first in 
any Philippine university.” The Universi- 
ty of the Philippines-Diliman graduation 
ceremony last year was also broadcast 
jive on ће Internet. i: 


Reads may send thoir requests forore, 
tion of factual errors in writing to the Day 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati City, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; email 
address: daydesk@inguirercom ph, 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- 
tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
ers advocate, email address: readersadvo- 
ate@inquirencom. ph or fax Nos, 897-47- 
93/94, At: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 


film attacks 


‘manity according to the Christian faith. 

‘This explains why the Catholic Church is 
not likely to issue a counterattack on either 
the novel or the movie, he said. 

The priest said Catholics were also not like- 
ly to respond to Brown the way Muslims did 
in the wake of the publication of caricatures. 
of the Prophet Muhammad in the Western 
press. 

‘Some Opus Dei members would most likely 
initiate explanations in forums and publica- 
tions, he said. 


Individual efforts 

But consistent with the organization's sup- 
posed spirit, such efforts would be done in the 
members’ individual capacities, not as a mat- 
ter of following a “party line,” Cardenas said. 

In the Theological Centrum publication, he 
said the focus would be on issues like the di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ whom Brown portrayed 
as being “merely” human. In the best-selling 
novel, Brown claimed that Jesus was married 
to Mary Magdalene, 

Another theme Brown explored was the 
supposed suppression of the “sacred femi- 
nine" by concealing the role and importance 
of Magdalene in the life of Christ and the 
Catholic faith in general. 

“There are many teaching errors in the nov- 
el o the point that there's no more respect for 
the faith,” Cardenas said. 

“The novel is packaged as fiction but the 
author claims it was a well-researched 
book. The aim really is to make people be- 
lieve in several falsehoods or just to make 
money.” 


Concerned about lies 

Brown, a former school teacher, was earli- 
er sued for plagiarism for allegedly lifting 
much of his material from "The Holy Blood 
and the Holy Grail,” published in the early 
1980s. 

This nonfiction book, by Michael 
Baigent, Richard Leigh and Henry Lincoln, 
similarly talked about the Jesus-Magda- 
lene connection. It was also debunked by a 
number of noted Catholic authors and his- 
torians. 

“We are concerned about the falsehoods 
because the character involved here is no or- 
dinary one—he's a religious figure, the Son of 
God,” Cardenas said, 
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Drop rap, Imelda urges 


By Nelson Е Flores 


FORMER FIRST LADY 
Imelda Romualdez- 
Marcos has asked the 
Sandiganbayan Fifth 
Division to dismiss a 
1992 graft case filed 
against her by the 
government for- lack „ 
of evidence. 

The case stem- 
med from her al MARCOS 
leged financial in- 
terest in the realty and housing projects of 
the Technology Resource Center Founda- 
tion Inc. when she was minister of human 
settlements in 1977. 

In a 23-page motion submitted last week, 
Marcos claimed there was nothing in the doc- 
umentary and testimonial evidence submit- 
ted by the prosecution to support allegations 
she had a pecuniary interest in TRCFTS trans- 
actions. 

Marcos's lawyer, Robert AC Sison, point- 
ed out that none of the four witnesses 
called by prosecutors linked her to any 
anomaly їп connection with projects un- 
dertaken by TRCFI. 

Sison noted that government auditor 
Rosemarie de Mesa, a prosecution witness, 
admitted — during 


would show that none of these individuals. 
testified on the allegation in the information 
about the financial interest on the part of the 
accused over the affairs of TRCFI. This is the 
very crux (of the offense alleged). The in- 
stant criminal complaint must perforce fail,” 
Sison argued. 

‘Aside from Marcos, the other respondent in 
the case is former Deputy Minister of Human 
Settlements Jose Conrado Benitez 


372-3206; 410.6688 or (09 


Бач 


cross-examination i 
that her review of | EIZE 
thefinancialrecords | ceama [d 
of the foundation q 
showed that Marcos М 
was not paid “апу 
salary, wage, al- 
lowance, fringe ben- 
efits or honoraria.” 

А second prosecu- 
tion witness, lawyer 
Vietor Rey Santos, 
TRCFI corporate sec- 
retary and external 
legal counsel, testi- 
fied that all transac- 
tions of the founda- 
tion were legally in 
order. 

Sison said the ad- 
missions of the two 
prosecution — wit 
messes constituted 
sufficient ground for 
the dismissal of the 
case. 

"The records 
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Opposition boycott puts pressure on Thaksin ‘Maximo’ bags ... 


: From page Al " ive part 

Frompage Al cott will make it impossible to ing, Thaksin cast his ballot ata more than 1,300 dead since "Р Ter retenus aoe 
fill all 500 legislative seats, voting station near his resi- January 2004. и Nu кюн 

" adi " А "There was a standing ovation to its website. 

tick a box indicating they abstain which many legal experts say dence in western Bangkok, ac- Small signs of protest occurred after my acceptance speech,” re- The film fest's international 

from choosing a candidate. could make itimpossible tocon- companied by his three chil- atvoting stations around the cap- called Solito. “The party afterthe jurors included  painter-fih 

The boycott transformed the vene Parliamentand formanew dren. ital. Guards show was preat Thepeo- maker Wiliam Klein, mass com- 
election into a one-party race іп government. “This election is very impor- Prominent political science ple [atthe gathering] thankedme munications professor Robert 
276 parliamentary constituen- Election law requires that un- tant for the direction of the professor Chaiyan Chaiporn of formaking them cry.” Gubern, actress Anna Padrao, 
cies, where Thaksin's ruling Thai contested candidates gamer at country because there isasplit Chulalongkorn Universitymadea ^ “Maximo,” special Jury Prize director Mauricio Michetti, ас- 
Rak Тһаё—ог Thai Love |еаѕ: 20 percent of votes—highly right now,” he told reporters. show of ripping up his ballotcard winner in last year's Cinemalaya tress Leonor Benedetto, film- 
Thai—party was running uncon- unlikely in some districts where “Voting is the responsibility of ata central Bangkok polling sta- Independent Film Festival, won maker Marc Recha and writer" 
tested. Thaksin's party has little support. everyone who loves democra- tion, as other voters erupted in the Audience Award, Best Actor Zoe Valdez. 

‘Thaksin has promised to step Апу seats left unfilled could lead. cy. They must come out and applause. He was promptly ar- for lead star Nathan Lopez, and The Gran Canarias triumph is 
down if his party receives less го several rounds of by-elections vote.” rested but released on bail. The the Grand Prize, which was the latest international honor 
than 50 percent of the vote, an before a prime minister is cho- Voting stations closed at 3 actis punishable by one-year in dubbed the Lady Harimaguada brought home by the low-budget 
outcome seen as highly unlikely sen, p.m., with the result of exit polls prison, a 20,000 baht ($500) fine de Oro and came ‘with a 100,000 digital movie. Thus far, it has 
given his strong support among Е Expected later in the day. Official and a five-year revocation of vot- euros (P6,242,000) cash award, won the Golden Zenith at ће, 
thie rural majority. The opposi- Official results Tuesday results were not expected until ingrights. at the Spanish film fest based іп Montreal World Cinema Film ' 
tion, however, hopes the boy- Looking relaxed and smil- Tuesday, е election commission At another polling station, Sar- the Canary Islands. Fest, Best Picture at the Imagine- 

Ы а. S де Br des de ar-old Best Actress winner was Laura NATIVE Film Fest "Tore 
$ sid. idet Bunsakun, а 25-year-ol lest Actress winner was ilm Fest in Toronto, 
‘Thaksin's party won an over- university student, said he con- Linney for “The Squid and the Best First Film at the Asian Festi- 
Е uiuos na elections sidered the electi sham: Whale” and the second prize (or val for First Films in Singapor 
[7] iming mandate in ions red ion a st but ^ igapore, 
| А LITHONIA LIGHTING. | \ ye and remains popular casthis vote to support the oppo- Lady Harimaguada de Plata) and the NETPAC Best Asian Film 
Mee i LEUR ‘among rural Thais who have ben- sition. went to Phil Morrison's ‘June- at the Rotterdam International , 
io: efited from Thaksin's social wel- : bug.” Film Festival. 
fare programs. Vote meaningless Lopez tied with Israel Gomez It also made history as the first 
"The lopsided race has prompt- “This election is meaningless,” of “La Leyenda el Tiempo” from Filipino movie to be included in | 
ed many to question the validity he said. “just wanted ro exercise Spain for Best Actor. the World Cinema section of the 
осама: my right to vote." ааган Sundance Independent Film Fes- 
"people will not accept this Тһе anti-Thaksin movement sabe Lakatos tival. 
election, and the political situa- adopted the slogan "Vote for No inns eee (Ody di 
Y ` story of a pre-teenage gay boy Other awards 
tion will get worse,” said Banham Vote, and urged people to wear А “tarimo” 
боп gei ento the opposi. black on election day as a pros МОО between his loyaltyto In February, "Maximo" also re- 
е жерй. his family of petty thugs and his ceived the Teddy Queer (or Best 
iat ANa head ofthe Protesters say they will jeep Шш for an kealia: po- Баерн ped 
main opposition Democrat Party, up the battle to force Thaksinout тһе Filipino digital movie Festival, beating Hollywood films 
said the boycott sent a strong of office regardless of the results seemed tailor-made for the Las like "Capote" and “Breakfast on 
message. ofthe poll. Palmas de la Gran Canarias Film Pluto.” 3 
TXC Low Bay Taare tir polls A smallscale movement Festival, which, according to its Ајо at the Berlinale, "Maxi- 
ES T E ЕЕ nece — SUP. website, “reflects the many differ. mo” was declared Best Film by 
ic ji j when w january, when © ent realities which together make l ji d 
Light Industrial Application: the position was to make a state- minister's family announced that up the copier work we lia ia” Pto eee MM bye a 
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fraud. “We have to make sure the owned Temasek Holdings for а has introduced to the general wrote "Magnifico," another inter- 
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- Commercial Depots • Storage Facilities irregularities.” billion). Latin America, Africa and Eastern that had topped the Kinderfilm- 
9 spate The explosions at three Critics allege the sale in- Europe,” the website said. fest in 2004. 
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polling stations all occurred volved insider trading and com- “Maximo” was also chosen, 
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Starlet wins reality TV show 


From page Al 


The talent manager refused to say how 
much he spent on the vote cards for both 
Reeves and Gonzales, but said that two 
outlets selling prepaid cell phone vote 
cards near ABS-CBN had run out of the 
cards since he and his friends started buy- 
ing from them. 

^ spent а sizeable amount of money" 
‘Abunda confided. “But Keanna also has plen- 
ty of supporters. One of them owns a chain of 
‘malls in Northern Philippines.” 

Tinay Palabay secretary general of 
Gabriela Women's Party, told the Inquirer 
yesterday that they had activated their na- 
tionwide network to help gather votes for 
Reeves, who had chosen the women's orga- 
nization to be the recipient of the P1-million 
counterpart cash prize the top housemate 
would receive. 

Gabriela has about 100,000 members na- 
tionwide, according to Palabay. 

And while 10 percent of Reeves votes 
came from Gabriela, the rest of her points ap- 
parently came from the masses who had root- 
ed for the feisty Cebuana throughout her 58- 
day stay inside the PBB house. 


Kilabot ng Senado 

The starlet caused a stir for exposing an al- 
leged escort girls’ service for politicians in 
2004. Reeves had sought Gabriela's help after 
she supposedly received death threats from 
lawmakers she would have exposed as cus- 
tomers of escort girls during a Senate investi- 
gation, The investigation was scrapped after 
she refused to name the politicians involved 
in sex trafficking. 

“But we didn't campaign for support for 
Keanna because we would receive the Р1 mil- 
lion,” Palabay qualified. "She deserved it 
She's a real person. Her courage makes her 
special.” 

‘A text vote costs P2.50, while a regular text 
costs only a peso. 

“We took advantage of the unlimited text 
offers from cell phone service providers,” Pal- 
abay said. “Really, we didn't spend much.” 

University of the Philippines’ Prof. Dotski 
‘Abaya had sent text messages to his friends 
and colleagues to support Reeves. 

^T think they were also having fun cam- 
paigning for Keanna,” said a recipient of 
Аһауа% text messages. 

Clearly, Reeves's victory could also be at- 
tributed to the proletarian or activist vote. 

Votes for second-placer Prats represented 
the bagets (youth) voice, while Gonzales drew 
the middle-class vote, and Marudo, the gay 
vote, according to a knee-jerk analysis of the 
voter turnout. 


Live from Post Office 

‘The masses were a major force during 
the live PBB Celebrity Edition show on Sat- 
urday night. A contingent of placard-bear- 


ing Gabriela members from its Tondo chap- | 


ter was among the 10,000 people who 
watched the show at the Liwasang Bonifa- 
cio, scene of numerous antigovernment 
rallies. 

Set against the portals of the Manila Post 
Office, the stage had larger-than-life 
posters of the celebrity housemates and a 
replica of the infamous PBB confession 
room where the housemates confronted 
their fears, angst and realities under the 
guidance of Big Brother, who was a disem- 
bodied voice throughout the 58 days that 
the show aired. 

Before the announcement of the big win- 
ner, the top four housemates, who were blind- 
folded, were brought into the confession 
room onstage. 

“They don’t even know where they are,” 
said ABS-CBN executive Deo Endrinal, while 
‘watching the top four being led to the confes- 
sion room on stage. 

‘The housemates were allowed to remove 
their blindfolds inside the confession room 
while they waited for the announcement for 
about an hour, holding hands and jerking 
their bodies nervously to the beat of music 
they could hear from the performances on 
stage. 

‘About 200 artists performed that night. 

Zsa-Zsa Padilla, Rico J. Puno, Sarah Geron- 
imo, Christian Bautista, pep squads from dif- 
ferent colleges in Manila, the Ateneo Glee 
Club, VIP Dancers, X-10 and the first season's 
PBB housemates opened the show with a pro- 
duction number called "Manila" a popular 
paean to the city. 

Hosts Luis Manzano and Mariel Rodriguez 
came on stage aboard a tricycle, while evicted 
celebrity housemates arrived in a jeepney. Ro- 
driguez cried while she watched a video of 
some of the most memorable moments inside 
the PBB house. 

‘There were performances by “Panday” 
stars Jericho Rosales and Heart Evange- 
lista, “Gulong ng Palad” regulars Kristine 
Hermosa and TJ Trinidad, a production 
number by the original housemates, the 
current celebrity housemates and the band 
Itchyworms to introduce the teen edition 
of PBB. 

ABS-CBN's chair, Gabby Lopez, who was 
seated in the audience, could hardly contain 
his excitement. 

On stage, as he was about to announce the 
big winner, Lopez said that the show was 
about honesty and courage. 


‘I want to pee’ 

From Feb. 5 until March 31, the whole na- 
tion watched the celebrity housemates face 
challenges and tasks assigned by Big Bro, in- 
cluding four voluntary exits and six evictions. 

‘The country held its collective breath 
on March 4 as housemate Rustom Padilla. 


"came out of the closet" in a dramat- 
ic revelation to Reeves, who almost 
eclipsed Padilla’s confession when 
she went'to pee on cam behind the 
bushes in the garden of the PBB 
house. 

^I want to pee,” was the first thing 
Reeves said when she was called on 
stage as the big winner. 


тишип ren ng veh ms nas Soa овара SAA OO 


“Now I know what they mean when 
people say it's too good to be true,” she 
said. “This is too good to be true. 

Reeves won a condominium unit, an 
appliance showcase and computers. 

More than that, she won acceptance 
from the public, who now lionize her as 
the woman who refused to become a 
victim. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


REEVES (right) is congratulated by housemates Bianca Gonzales and Zanjoe 
понти 
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* ONE-STOP SOURCE™) 


MCTC has always been known as the dependable source of the most complete line of high quality hospital, medical, laboratory and dental equipment and devices as 
Me idt айга healthcare products. As a direct importer, the requirements of primary, secondary and tertiary hospitals or medical centers, clinics and laboratories 
sre adequately addressed. The range of products begin with the smallest needles to x-ray machines. This distinction has been the company's source of pride. 


i boasts of the sole distribution of global brands: one-step pregnancy tests, digital blood pressure apparatus, wheelchairs, walkers, crutches, canes and other mobility 
йе incontinent supplies (adult diapers, colostomy bags, etc), blood glucose monitoring system for diabetics and related supplies; wound management Spore 
medicine and rehabilitation appliances; and pulmonary and respiratory = = 

уг systems (nebulizers and oxygen therapy sets). These are available in MCTC 
branches in Metro Manila, Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, as well as in all Mercury 
Drug stores nationwide. ac. 


TECHNICAL SUPPORT 


MCTC stands behind its products. It maintains an in-house Service Center to 
provide technical support for after sale products. With its engineers and tech- 
nicians, customers are assured of customer support and product care. 


_ WAREHOUSING FACILITY 

i 
The backbone of MCTC's quality products is its warehousing facility. Its huge 
facility is manned by well-trained personnel who maintain globally-accepted 

, Storage ‘conditions of stocks. They see to it the required storeroom temperature | 
of each product is met and expiry dates are regularly checked to ensure 

i optimum quality. 
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MCTC re-affirms its commitment to the Filipino people, Evolving quality stan - — [L-RJefrerL Aquino - Ast. Brand Manager Cardio-Pulmonary Division; Oliver Y abigting - Regional Sales Manager, 
dards are adequately met and consistently surpassed. It takes to heart Its Maniia-Luzon; Athos А. Baylon - Finance/Admin Manager; Angelito б, Castillo - Buying & Warehousing Manager; Ma. 
avowed mission: to contribute meaningfully to the health care concerns of a Corazon A. Bisquera - Manager, Meridian Medical Supply; Sulpicio A. Batilaran - President; Thelma C. Lagrimas 
{ developing nation! Medic Diagnostics Division; Ferdinand S. Tan - Regional Sales Manager, Visayas Min x T. Timbas - || 
j ith Care Division; Wilfredo D. Lascano = Manager, Hospital Health Care Division, 
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Messages K Ж 


Warmest greetings to the board, 
sary. к о, ee 

Your corporation's objective of providing quality products and excellent health care complements our efforts to improve our people's 
Your Etc much-needed health services. The fact that you have reached this milestone proves your success in addressing the requirements 
of your clients for six decades now. 


May you remain steadfast in your commitment to the development of a healthy citizenry that will be the cornerstone of a progressive 
nation. I hope for your continued triumph in the years to come. 


Again, happy anniversary! Mabuhay! 2 Ди 
s ery d ^ ае „ARROYO 


President 
Republic of the Philippines, 


My warmest felicitations to the officers and staff of the Medical Center Training Corporation as they celebrate their 60th Year Anniversary. 


Й The Department of Health commends your continuous commitment and objective of providing only the best quality products and excel- 
17) lent health care services for the benefit of our people. 


Let us work together and increase our efforts to further improve our services and provide accessible, quality and affordable health care 
to all. 


| On this momentous occasion, may unity, reliability and perseverance be the values that guide your company as. you continue your com- 
! mitment to serve and improve the health needs of people. f 


Congratulations and mabuhay kayong lahat! ncisco T. Duque Ill 
Department of Health 


ё va The 60th founding anniversary of Medical Center Trading Corporation is a cause for celebration. It is a virtual toast to the thousands who 
: Ir е continuously and consistently supported the ideals of the company. They have not wavered in their quest to improve the health of 
Filipinos. 
"T We extend our deepest gratitude to our local and foreign suppliers who have been equally uncompromising when it comes to quality, _ 
Í dependability, and affordability of products meant for the Philippine market. They have shown the true value of an enduring partnership. 


We also thank the general public for their trust and confidence. Through the years, customers have nurtured and strengthened our resolve; 
ï to identify their changing needs and preferences. In like manner, MCTC's corps of professional personnel has been equally up to the chal- | 
ы! lenge. It has withstood the challenges of the years and responded very well. The company's stakeholders can look forward to many years 
of quality healthcare products sourced from all over the world. We will continue to serve the Filipino people with the same resolve, vision, '; 
and vigor for many generations to come! 


Maraming salamat sa inyong patuloy na pagtangkilik! SP ILARAN 


Prosident 
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Fox: 632-7849 ^ e-mail: medcen@info.com.ph www.medicalcentertrading.com 
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Dirty deeds 


B Y AND LARGE, THE PUBLIC KNOWS THE WHY OF 


the Arroyo administration's rush to change the Con- 
stitution; President Macapagal-Arroyo wants to 


survive politically until at least 2010. Not too many know 

the how of the plan, however. As columnist Raul Pan- 
' galanan explained the other day, the administration’s en- 
"fire strategy rests on the power of the fait accompli, the 


‘EDITORIAL 


done deed. 
We have denounced the strategy as 
chilling and “ultimately counter-demo- 
“айс,” Yesterday, we warned of the consequences that 
„will come in the wake of this breathtakingly cynical poli- 
cy, where “the political trumps the merely legal and ethi- 
cal.” Greater—perhaps even lasting—political divisive- 
Ress is too high a price to pay for any one official to deny 
‚ог evade or finesse accountability—even if it's the Presi- 
“dent herself. 
^, While the consequences are dire, the means used are 
lso most foul. Because of the deliberate speed with 
which they are being put to use, the public has had little 
“time to recognize them, much less to understand the plan 
behind their use. 

The strategy, when one comes right down to it, is rather 
simple. As politicians, the officials in the administra- 
tion— Palace functionaries, majority congressmen, even 

members of the nominally independent Commission on 
;lections—practice the art of the possible. The political 
"can work at a pace much faster than the legal; that is so, 
in part, because the judiciary is the one branch of govern- 
‘ment designed to be passive. It cannot act unless some- 
“one files a suit before it. 

(That is also why Sen. Joker Arroyo's petition to ask 
the Supreme Court to cite the Comelec for contempt, for 
deliberately disobeying the unequivocal ruling in the 
Santiago vs. Comelec case, is both overdue and, precise- 
ly for that reason, all the more welcome. The high court 
cannot act on the legal and constitutional issues that 
burden the controversial signature drive that seeks to 
create an interim parliament, unless a petition is filed 
before it.) 

Thus, the plan is to keep doing what the administration 
needs to do in order to survive the President's crisis of le- 
gitimacy, even if they are controversial, or patently ille- 
gal, or downright unconstitutional. The plan, in other 
words, is to force the courts to play catch-up with the ad- 
ministration, to run and keep at least one step ahead of 
them until they run out of breath or call it quits. (This is 
the reverse of President Arroyo's I'm-tired-of-chasing-the: 
bully-around-the-schoolyard position; here, the plan is to 

«run around and around the schoolyard until the teachers 
simply give up.) 

Consider the effrontery of calling the DILG-supported, 

«top-down signature campaign a “peoples’ initiative.” The 
administration has mobilized its resources to manufac- 
vture an alleged public groundswell; its spokespersons 
- point to the 5 million or so signatures they claim to have 
compiled. But those same signatures were gathered in 
varied ways and under various guises; some through 
barangay assemblies “voting” as such, others through 
„door-to-door campaigning, and so on. They know the 
‘public sees through the whole charade; but they also 
know it takes time to prepare a court suit, and even more 
time to produce a court decision. 
27 Or consider the brazenness of the administration's 
challenge to the opposition, to prove the unconstitution- 
“ality of the whole exercise before the courts. The 
„Supreme Court has in fact already ruled on the matter: It 
„found the enabling law the administration is relying on to 
validate its people's initiative fatally inadequate. In other 
"words, jurisprudence is already on the side of the opposi- 
x tion; it is the administration that must first seek a favor- 
“able ruling from the courts, before it can proceed. But the 
‘administration knows that if it proceeds anyway, it will be 
jpme time before the judiciary can even enter the pic- 
re. 
t- Thus, the power of the done deed is all too real. It helps 
the administration buy time; it buttresses the administra- 
‘tion's favorite legal presumption, that all official acts are 
-presumed regular until proven otherwise; not least, it 
overburdens the case docket of the collegial Supreme 
Court to bursting. The plan, in sum, is deeply cynical; it 
lindermines our institutions right to the bottom, merely 
ло keep the President on top. 
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WHY ARE MANY FILIPINOS DROPPING DEAD 
of heart attacks and strokes? (These two ail- 
ments are among the top killers in the Philip- 
pines.) Here is one reason: 

‘Amlodipine besylate, an important drug 
used for the treatment of high blood pressure 
marketed under the name Norvasc, is sold in 
Pakistan by Pfizer, a multinational company, at 
the equivalent of P8.74 per 5-mg tablet and 
P17.09 per 10-mg tablet. In the Philippines, it 
is sold by the same Pfizer at P44.75 per 5-mg 
tablet and P74.57 per 10-mg tablet. 

‘The same Norvasc is being sold in Indonesia. 
at the equivalent price of P21 per 5-mg tablet 
and P37.93 per 10-mg tablet; in Thailand, Nor- 
vasc is being sold at the equivalent price of 
P26.65 and P45.65, respectively. 

The same medicine is sold by Pfizer in India. 
under the brand named Amlogard at the equiv- 
alent of P5.98 per 5-mg tablet and P8.96 per 10- 
mg tablet. Norvasc and Amlogard are both 
made by Pfizer, but Pfizer sells amlodipine besy- 
late in the Philippines at prices 650 percent and. 
730 percent higher than in India and more than 
double the price in Indonesia and Thailand. 

No wonder Filipinos are dying of complica- 
tions from hypertension—they cannot afford 
to buy medicine to control their blood pres- 
Sure. The manufacturer of Norvasc—as with 
most other important medicines sold here—is 
a multinational company (80 percent of the 
Philippine drug market is controlled by multi- 
national companies). The annual sales of Nor- 
vasc alone in the Philippines is P1.2 billion, ac- 
cording to verified information. 

Why can't Filipino pharmaceutical compa- 
nies manufacture their own version of am- 
lodipine besylate so they can supply their 
countrymen with cheaper medicines? Why 
can't the Philippine government import the 
medicine from Pakistan and India and sell it 
here to give relief to Filipinos? Because of the 
law on patents. 

‘This law gives a pharmaceutical company 
that develops a new drug a 25-year monopoly 
over its sale. That is to give the company 


REMEMBER A CONVERSATION I HAD WITH 
the late Popoy Lagman in the early 1990s. He 
was pissed off at media for diverting public at- 
tention from the campaign to roll back oil prices 
and drawing it instead on the buming of buses 
plying the northern route, a campaign which 
lagman and company had embarked on, to 
press their cause. Trust media, he said, to zero in 
on the sensational and overlook the substantial 

Т gave him an analogy. I said if you were 
watching a play and a streaker suddenly ran 
stark raving naked in front of the stage, what 
will you wateh, the play or the streaker? The 
play, said, was ће “Kilusang Rolbak," the au- 
dience was the media and public, and the 
streaker was the bus-burning. If anyone was to 
blame for diverting media and public attention 
from the real issue, I said, it was they them- 
selves for “streaking.” 

Our conversation increased in temperature, 
and at one point he expostulated, "If you'd 
rather stay in the steps of the bus of history 
("sa estribo ng kasaysayan”) than inside it, suit. 
yourself replied: "If that bus is headed for the 
cliffs, Pd very much like to.” 

1 remembered that conversation after 1 
heard GMA tell the people opposing her Char- 
ter change that the train was on its way, it was 
upto themiftthey wanted to be left behind. Un. 
fortunately, for me, Joker Arroyo and Nene Pi 
mentel beat me to the draw. My next column 
‘was due only today and so I couldn't immedi- 
ately reply, as Joker and Nene did, that since 
the train was headed for the cliffs, 1 most cer- 
tainly wanted to be outside of it. Indeed, far 
‘more accurately, since the train would be run- 
ning at full speed toward non-existent tracks 
up ahead, 1 could only dearly wish that GMA, 
Jose Pidal, the Gonzales(z) duet, Mike Defen- 
зог, Joe de V, Fidel Ramos, Prospero Pichay, 
‘and all the congressmen who opposed the im- 
peachment bid would be on it. 

‘The latter is the more accurate metaphor. 
‘This is a train that is running at full speed 
when there are no tracks up ahead, Those 
tracks are still being built, with all the haste 
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enough time and opportunity to recover its in- 
vestments in research and development for the 
drug. And the company usually prices the new 
drug for “as much as the market can bea? — 
meaning, in most cases, beyond the reach of 
poor patients, who die because of lack of medi- 
cation. It is ironic that companies engaged in 
the manufacture of medicines for the care and 
health of people can be so callous. 

Tr is because the executives who dictate the 
prices are usually far out-of-touch with the cus- 
tomers. These executives are ensconced in their 
offices in America and elsewhere, and their pri- 
rity is to make as much money as they can for 
their companies so that they get fat bonuses and 
promotions at the end of the year. They couldn't 
care less whether or not the patients whom 
their products are meant to cure get well or die. 

‘The executives who are in contact with their 
customers—the branch managers and other 
officials in the customer country—have to 
obey the dictates of the home office even if 
they know the price of medicines are already 
beyond the reach of sick people. Or they would 
be fired, demoted, or transferred. 

But couldn't the government of the cus- 
tomer nation do something to provide its con- 
stituents relief from the high medicine prices? 
Yes it can, of course. As a sovereign country, it 
сап give local pharmaceutical companies au- 
thority to manufacture equivalent medicines. 
When a patent for a certain medicine expires, 
other companies are free to manufacture their 
own generic versions. Or the government can. 
allow companies to import the medicine from 
countries where it is sold cheaper. Or the gov- 
ernment itself can do the importation, which is 
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and waste (of taxpayers’ money) you can 
imagine. Indeed, with Imeldific profligacy: 
with all the hunger and joblessness gripping 
the country—I would dearly wish as well that 
‘Trade Secretary Peter Favila, who has just said 
that the reason Filipinos can't find work is not. 
that there are no jobs but that they are just 
picky, should find himself in a PAL plane full of 
OFWs who have just torn themselves from the 
embrace of their children to embark on their 
places of exile—it's more than criminal negli- 
gence to be wasting precious resources to man- 
ufacture an artificial demand. 

‘The proponents of Charter change argue 
that the latest surveys show that public resis- 
tance to it is weakening, Though more Fil- 
ipinos still do not want Charter change com- 
pared to those who want it, more Filipinos now 
‘want it compared to some months ago. Their 
argument refutes their position. If that is true, 
then clearly there exists no prior public de 
mand for Charter change since the demand is 
still in the process of being made. It is not spon- 
taneous, it is not widely felt, it is not urgent. 
Compare that to a real, prior, preexisting pub- 
lic demand, one that is completely sponta- 
neous, widely felt, and urgently sounded, 
which is for GMA to resign. You'l find that in 
the surveys of Pulse Asia and SWS. If a signa- 
ture demand for Charter change coming from 
a handful of local officials cannot be ignored, a 
popular demand for GMA to resign coming 
from the populace may even be less so 

1 can imagine that if you tell the folk in the 
countryside that Charter change will add more. 

wer to the provinces and subtract it from 
"imperial Manila,” many of them will say yes to 


3 
MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2006 


Tis Doty Noun c has ks business and editor fees at 
"Chine Racos Ave corner Yague and Maréardo Sts Makati Cy 
РО, Box 1353 Makati Cent 
"Our tlephororumters ret 
aa Fx 87-4083 / 897-47 


whatthe Philippine International Trading Cen- 
ter (PITC), a Philippine government corpora- 
tion, is trying to do. 

Pfizers patent for Norvasc will expire on 
June 13, 2007. It usually takes 18 months for 
‘our Bureau of Food and Drugs to register a drug 
with an expired patent under the name of an- 
other company that intends to manufacture it 
‘Thus, the PITC and local drug companies have 
applied for registration of their own brand of 
amlodipine besylate so that when Pfizer's 
patent expires next year, they would be ready to 
manufacture their own versions—or import 
cheaper versions, in the case of the PITC. 

But Pfizer would have none of it. It has filed, 
before the Makati Regional Trial Court, a case 
for patent infringement against the PITC and 
BEAD. But no pharmaceutical company has yet 
manufactured a single tablet on amlodipine 
besylate. Neither has the PITC bought or sold a 
single tablet. So what is there to restrain? 

“We have informed Pfizer that we have no 
intention of (importing and selling amlodipine 
besylate) until after the Pfizer patent expires 
on June 13, 2007,” said Secretary Roberto Pag- 
danganan, president and chair of the PITC. But 
Pfizer filed the civil suit anyway because the 
case is not really “about protecting patent 
rights but about maintaining a monopoly be- 
yond the patent life.” 

In asking the court to revoke the Parallel Im- 
port Drug Registration of the PITC and enjoin- 
ing the BEAD from entertaining applications by 
generic companies for registration of amlodip- 
ine besylate, Pfizer seeks to extend its 
monopoly over the product by at least 18 
months, This is the period it will take the BFAD 
to evaluate an application for drug registration 
by a generic company. The 18 months of ex- 
tended monopoly translates to P2.39 billign of 
additional sales for Pfizer even after the expi- 
ration of its patent, Pagdanganan said. But it 
could mean the death or maiming of thou- 
sands of Filipinos who could suffer heart at- 
tacks and strokes because they cannot afford 
tobuy amlodipine besylate. 


Charter change. That doesn’t mean that they 
will want GMA to stay in power. The two are 
not mutually exclusive: Many of the people 
who say they want Charter change are likely to. 
be the same ones who do not want GMA to be. 
around. Or more directly, who do not want. 
‘GMA to preside over Charter change. 

Easy enough to put this theory to a test. 1 my- 
self am proposing a plebiscite that will pose four 
questions, and daring the people who are furi- 
ously shoveling fuel into the iron horse called 
Cha-cha to carry it out if they are serious about 
heeding public sentiment. The plebiscite, of 
course, being premised on: one, all the Comelec 
commissioners who presided over the 2004 
elections being fired and replaced with people 
who know how to count—or can recognize au- 
thentic ballots; and, two, an international team 
of observers to observe its conduct. 

‘The four questions, to be answered by “Yes,” 
“No,” or “Abstain,” are: 1. Do you want Charter 
change? 2. Do you want Charter change under 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo? 3. Do you want Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo to resign? 4, Do you 
want snap elections to determine the president 
of this country? 

Why should we have a plebiscite only about 
Charter change, the demand for it being at the. 
very most arguable, and not about the legit 
macy of the current President; questions about 
it being at the very least patent? Why should 
‘we have a plebiscite only about Charter change 
whose ramifications at the very most remain 
confused and misunderstood, and not about 
leadership change whose assumptions and im- 
plications have been fully grasped? Why 
should we have a plebiscite only about Charter 
change, whose positive impact on the society 
has yer to be glimpsed, and not about remov- 
ing a usurper, whose negative impact on soci- 
ety is daily and universally felt? 

^ plebiscite demands from its respondents, 
like a court of law from its wimesses, the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Allan 
exclusive plebiscite on Cha-cha will feret out is 
the lie the whole lie, and nothing but the Не, 
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Why 


SOMETIME LAST DECEMBER, I WROTE A PIECE 
about constitutional revision, which 1 titled "Des- 
perately trying.” Unlike a recent off-the-cuff re- 
mark I made in a phone conversation with a re- 
porter, it did not make the Inquinen’s headline and 
it passed largely unnoticed. 

Among the things I said then were: Firstly that 
initiative and referendum as a mode of amending 
the Constitution must be supported by an en- 
abling law. As the Supreme Court said in 1997, 
“the Comelec should be permanently enjoined 
from entertaining or taking cognizance of any pe- 
tition for initiative on amendments to the Consti 
tution until a sufficient law shall have been vali 
ly enacted to provide for the implementation of 
the system." Secondly, I said that initiative and 
referendum could be used only for amendments 
(or simple changes) and not for revision (or an 
overall recasting) ofthe constitutional structure. 

‘So much has already been said about these, in 
varying degrees of intensity, and I do not see 
much point in repeating them now, especially 
since they are not being listened to anyway: But 
Jet me focus instead on just one point: Why must 
initiative and referendum be allowed only for 
"amendments" and not also for revision? 

"To answer this question one must make a dis- 
tinction between amendment and revision. Article 
XV of the 1935 Constitution provided for the man- 
ner of proposing, submitting and ratifying amend- 
ments to the Constitution, but it was silent about 
revision, Article XVI of the 1973 Constitution pro- 
‘vided for the manner of proposing, submitting and 
ratifying both amendments to and revisions of the 
Constitution. So does the 1987 Constitution. Is the 
distinction between amendment and revision then 
constitutionally significant? It is— precisely be- 
cause “revision,” according to Section 2 of Article 
XVII, may not be undertaken through initiative 
and referendum. Only “amendments” can be the 
subject of initiative and referendum. 
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‘An amendment envisages an alteration of one or 
a few specific and separable provisions. The guiding 
original intention of an amendment is to improve 
specific parts or to add new provisions deemed nec- 
essary to meet new conditions or to suppress specif- 
ic portions that may have become obsolete or that 
are judged to be dangerous. In revision, however, 
the guiding original intention and plan contemplate 
а re-examination of the entire document—or of 
provisions of the document (which have overall im- 

ns for the entire document or for the funda- 
mental philosophical underpinnings of the docu- 
ment)—to determine how and to what extent it 
should be altered. Thus, for instance, а switch from 
the presidential system to a parliamentary system 
"would be a revision because ofits overall impact on 
the entire constitutional structure. So would а 
switch from a bicameral system to a unicameral sys- 
tem because of its effect on other important provi- 
sions ofthe Constitution. 

Itis thus clear that what distinguishes revision 
from amendment is not the quantum of change in 
the document. Rather, itis the fundamental quali- 
tative alteration that effects revision. Hence, I 
must reject the puerile argument that the use of 
the plural form of “amendments” means that a re- 
vision can be achieved by the introduction of a 
multiplicity of amendments! 

But the further question really is: Why only 
amendments? The answer, which one can easily 
glean from the rather long deliberations on initia- 
tive and referendum in the 1986 Constitutional 
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Commission, is practicality: In other words, who is 
tp formulate the revision or how isit to be formu- 
lated? 

Tf one has even only a cursory familiarity with 
the legislative process, he or she will easily realize 
how many times a provision is altered and re-al- 
tered before it reaches its final form. If this is true 
of simple changes, how much more complicated 
‘would it be if the revision of a Constitution were 
involved? Just as an example, it took the 1986 
Constitutional Commission so much debate, 
through more than five months, to revise the 
1973 Constitution. How can millions of voters 
agree on a formula to be presented first for signa- 
tures and finally for ratification їп a plebiscite? 
Thus you naturally wonder (or, perhaps, you 
should not wonder) how the formula presented 
to the people two Saturdays ago was formulated, 
and who formulated it. Was it an initiative of the 
people? Perhaps, we are not allowed to ask that 
under pain of being considered destabilizers! 

n the initiative and referendum process, the 
first step, after a formula has been polished, is the 
gathering of signatures to support it, and the sec- 
ond step is the presentation of the formula to the 
people in a plebiscite. Assuming that the required 
number of signatures was obtained two Satur- 
days ago, what proposal will be presented to the 
voters for intelligent assessment in a plebiscite? I 
recall that in 1971, when the Constitutional Con- 
vention wanted to rush the approval of the lower- 
ing of the voting age, the Supreme Court said that 
the proposed change could not be presented in a 
plebiscite yet in the absence of a completely for- 
mulated draft Constitution. Without a complete 
draft, the individual amendment would have no 
context, What would be the context for the pro- 
posal to repeal Articles VI and VII of the present 
Constitution? 

Tam afraid that what is going on involves not 
just unconsticutionality but also duplicity. 


The greatest heist of all 


JOLO, SULU—IT SEEMS THE ONLY THING THAT 
‘unites us now in Jolo is our collective grief over the 
incredibly cruel and incomprehensible death of 
five of our townmates in the bomb blast that hit 
our one and only consumers cooperative store. 
Even as I write this, people are still looking for 
‘body parts to bury. One of the victims just literally 
was blown to smithereens. Nothing could be 
found of him. 

T thought that at this time of my life, afterall 
that I have witnessed in this warafflicted 
province, I have become inured to events and 
sights such as this. 1 have seen more than my 
share of bloated bodies, bullet-iddled corpses, 
роррей-ош eyes, bloody mess, tissue and bones 
of what were once human beings; the most unfor- 
gettable among them, that of parents scooping up 
the brains of the children I had seen at play amid 
the shelling and strafing, half an hour earlier 
‘when I passed by their place. 

But this latest violence I could not take any- 
more. Those who fell here were not mere “vic- 
tims.” If there is any citation I could honor them 
with, it is for being the nicest sales staff Lever had 
the experience of dealing with. They were always 
courteous, never too busy to look for an item you 
couldn't find on the shelves; one of them would 
always greet me and ask how I was as she passed 
on a bit of news about someone or something. 

1 feel for them a kind of grief too deep for 
tears. 

‘And in the midst of it all, came not a bullet 
train, but the bulldozer of Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
royothe so-called "people's initiative" designed 
to ensure our perpetual bondage toa ruler of very 
doubtful legitimacy. 

By her own admission, she was causing divi- 
siveness in the nation, something which became 
apparent soon after she assumed the presidency. 
‘And for that reason, she promised not to run for 
president in the elections of 2004. 

‘She made that vow in December 2002. A year 
later, she changed her mind and, since then, she 
has done everything to divide political parties, 
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the military Congress, local governments, the ju- 
diciary the clergy and, of course, the people. 

And now with the "peoples initiative" by 
which she and her allies would ram a new consti- 
tution down our throats—to complete the grand 
cover-up of all the questions about her legitimacy 
and of the charges of corruption against her and 
her close associates—we, in this town, are now 
divided even as we still have to bury our dead. 

We have been waylaid into endless discussions 
оп the legality of using wiretapped conversations as 
evidence, but not on the use of the military to 
record the telephone conversations of Virgilio Gar- 
cilano, We have twitted Ignacio Bunye for singing 
“T have two discs, the left and the right,” but not his 
production of those CDs in the first place. We have 
accepted the fact that some of the best, most honor- 
able and most valiant among our military officers 
are now jailed and undergoing court martial, but 
not why they risked their careers by speaking out- 
of-line of the chain of command. We are question- 
ing the legality of EO 464 and the calibrated pre- 
emptive response but not why these were issued. 

‘And now we are questioning the sneakiness 
and even the funding of the "people's initiative," 
but not whether itis right that Ms Arroyo should 
startup the bulldozer's engine or run it herself. 

If, in the future, our progeny will see it written 
in ош history that we allowed ourselves, as a na- 
tion, to be governed by force of a “Constitution” 
rammed down our throats by President who 
was never elected to office, we will certainly de- 
serve the ignominy. 

‘This is the primordial issue. All else—the per. 
ceived plunder of millions of fertilizer funds and 


recovered Marcos money, the massive and 
widespread corruption, the duplicity are mere in- 
cidentals to this most basic question. 

‘At this point, what has been uncovered so far 
shows mainly that our sovereign will has been vi- 
olated twice: the first, in the ouster—through un- 
constitutional means—of a duly elected Presi- 
dent who won the elections with an overwhelm- 
ing majority, without cheating (after which he 
was subjected to public humiliation when he was 
made to undergo fingerprinting and to pose for 
mug shots in full view of millions of TV viewers; 
yet now, his request for a media coverage of his 
‘own testimony has been denied). The second, 
‘when our votes were callously stolen from us in 
the most fraud-fraught Philippine election in 
memory, perpetrated at our expense—literally. 

Finally, we are now being bulldozed into legit- 
imizing all these violations of our rights and free- 
doms. And as malodorously as the mountain of 
garbage in Payatas snuffed out, some years back, 
а number of miserable lives struggling to survive 
from its dregs, GMA's proposed Constitution will 
cover up all questions about her legitimacy and 
corrupt leadership; anti out of this Constitution, 
we will be reborn as a people suffering from the 
most insidious kind of amnesia. 

We will forget thar this is a country that came in- 
to being with the blood of heroes, like Andres Boni- 
facio and Jose Rizal, who gave their lives that we 
may be free. We will forget that there once lived in 
this country such honorable Filipinos as Manuel 
Quezon Sr, Sergio Osmefia 51, Claro M. Recto, Car- 
los Romulo, Ramon Magsaysay, Lorenzo Tafiada, 
‘Chino Roces, who gave the best years of their lives, 
the best of their knowledge, the best of their talents 
to make us a nation worthy of the world's respect. 

What we will remember instead is that after all 
the blood, sweat and tears of these noble men 
and women who laid or risked their lives so that 
our people may be forever free, we gave this 
‘country to Jose Pidal on a golden platter. 


Comments to rubaiyat19 yahoo.com 


Assassination with a smile 


THEY SAY IF YOU PUT A FROG IN A PAN OF COLD 
water and put the pan on а lit stove, the frog won't 
notice what's going on until it has been boiled to 
death, With all the croaking of delight going on in 
the House of Representatives, the biggest bullfrog 
of them all, Speaker Jose de Venecia, doesn't know 
whats happening rohim thats politcal roses 
are being boiled slowly, and he's dying with a smile. 
Нез also being killed with a smile: and no one has а 
bigger smile, Im sure, than the "Hulk Hogan" ofthe 
President, Rep. Prospero Pichay. 

Lets go down the list of what the members of 
the House can look forward to—then ask: At the 
end of the day, who will be able to claim credit for 
making so many congressional dreams come 
true? The Speaker, or the President? 

‘Today, it’ a three-year term for three terms, af- 
ter which a House member has to give way to 
wife, husband, brother, son, nephew, niece, or 
brother-in-law and so on. Under the proposed 
constitution, it will be a five-year term, with no 
limits on the number of terms. No sharing re- 
quired. Fewer elections needed. Who will be able 
to claim credit for the delightful reduction in 
campaign expenses, and as iron-clad a guarantee 
of job security as can be in politics? The Speaker, 
‘who hasn't even been able to muster the 195 sig- 
natures for Charter change he had bragged 
about, or the President, who has been issuing 
marching orders to governors who are also sali- 
vating at the prospect of “no term limits” and of 
one “extra term,” election-free? 

‘And who has made possible the dawn of the 
‘Age of Amendments? The Speaker, or the Presi- 
dent? Like Buzz Lightyear in "Toy Story” the co 
gressional slogan is: "To infinity—and beyond!’ 
But who laid down the tracks, secured the loco- 
motives? Who is now manning the control room 
in the Charter change express? The Speaker, or 
the President in cooperation with her interior sec- 
retary? 
Donald Dee and the Philippine Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries might complain? Jose 
Abueva displeased that federalism is not moving 
‘or mutating? Who co-opted them and made them 


THE Lonc View 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


pliable? Was it the Speaker, or the President? 

The media might catch the House members in- 
creasing their pork barrel or further bloating their 
allowances? The public might care? An audit 
might ensue? Who implied an audit of the expen- 
ditures of the current House leadership might be 
in order? The Speaker? No, he would be the pri- 
mary target of a politically inconvenient audit of 
funds. Wasn't it Pichay who hinted at such a pos- 
sibility? Who can say? But those politically-in- 
the-know claim this was the not-so-subtle mes- 
sage given when Pichay made a gambit for the 
speakership. Of course, the gambit bombed—but 

ven, that wasn't the real purpose of the gambit, 
was it? And to whom is Pichay loyal? The Speak- 
ex or the President? 

‘Who is laying out the exciting possibility that 
never again will an elected representative have to 
be responsible to anything larger than the immedi- 
ate domains of his district? Whatever emerges 
from Charter change—strong or decorative presi- 
dent, strong or weak prime minister but always 
and forever a unicameral parliament never again 
will the national have а say in the local. So what if 
there is а CBCP? It's national. Individual bishops 
are easier to co-opt. What politician will ever have 
to fear the clout of the Iglesia ni Cristo? In every 
district, Ka Erdie Manalo will merely be as impor- 
tant as any other minority group head—which is to 
say, unimportant at all. Who cares if here's an In- 
tegrated Bar of the Philippines? For every IBP 
‘member there are scores of other lawyers to keep. 
on the other side. And the media? Let them report 
and say what they want; there can't be national 
consequences anyway, since there will be no na- 
tionally elected positions. 


In the district, the national doesn't matter; and 
even if it does, who will dare bring up what a na- 
tional organization says before the local kingpin? 
What the kingpin wants, the kingpin gets, and 
with only a few hundred thousand at most to deal 
with per district, each kingpin won't have to care 
what the surveys say. Who is poised to make such 
а political paradise possible? The Speaker? But 
where was Charter change before the President 
came along? Neither the Speaker nor former 
President Ramos managed to put it on a running 
train; and now Ramos has been shown to be out- 
оош and no longer in command. Who, by the 
way managed to cut FVR down to size? The 
Speaker, or the President? 

Which also means: having reduced FVR to sim- 
ply the eldest member of the administration's 
Hallelujah Chorus, isn't the Speaker pretty much 
the same thing, now? And who has done that? 
Certainly not the Speaker. He wanted it done by 
means of his beloved fellow congressmen leading 
a charge uphill against the Senate. They haven't 
managed to do that. Who is outflanking and out- 
maneuvering the Senate? Not the Speaker. If not 
the Speaker, then who? The President. With a lit- 
Че help from her friends, 

‘Who will you talk to, if you want the Presi- 
dents ear? The Speaker? Take note: for whom do 
the congressmen make a beeline on the session 
floor; the Presidents son. Watch who keeps a 
‘watchful eye in committee hearings: Pichay, 

The twinkle in their eyes, the jauntiness of their 
steps, the happy anticipation in their bellies, if not 
in their loins: the thrill of the congressmen await- 
ing their magical transformation into assembly- 
men; the happy thrill of mayors and governors 
who can stay in office forever, with а direct line to 
the Palace; who is responsible for so much political 
happiness? The Speaker? No. Ask any of the 
about-to-be blessed, and they will say they're hap- 
py because "GMA Cares." And when she stops car- 
ing for the Speaker, what then? What is the sound 
of an ex Speaker screaming? Political silence. 


Comments welcome at www.quezon. ph/blog 
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A guest speaker 
in Sitio Talaga 


ИША. 


WE WERE FLATTERED NO END TO RECEIVE LAST WEEK 
an invitation to be the commencement speaker for a gradu- 
ating class that holds a special place in our hearts here at the 
Foundation for Worldwide People Power (FWWPP). 

There were only 20 graduates in the class—10 boys and 
10 girls—all sixth graders of the Sitio Talaga Elementary 


School in Barangay Maybangeal, Morong, Rizal. 


This school was 
the first school ever 
adopted by ош 
FWWPP and our first 
project under the 
Education Revolu- 
tion banner. And the 


ÍCoMMENTARY 


Eugenia Duran-Apostol 


graduation was the first-ever for the Sitio Talaga Elementary 


School. 


The first time we saw these children, they were in Grade 3 
and the elementary school had only two buildings. At that 
time, the Deparment of Education stil classified the school 
аз an annex of Maybangcal Elementary School because the 
former could only handle up to Grade 3. We held our com- 
munity gatherings outdoors in the shade of a huge mango 


tree. 


“Today, Sitio Talaga ES is classified as a "complete school,” 
which means they have Grade 1 to Grade 6 classes. They 
now have а new building, donated by the Federation of Fil- 
ipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce about a year ago. Ms 
Clarita Rino, teacher in charge, manages a faculty of five 


teachers. 


The prospect of going to Sitio Talaga was exciting 
enough—until I sat down to plan what to say. What does one 
say publicly to kids 10 to 11 years of age? I was stumped. 

Thave braved audiences of college students pursuing jour- 
nalism degrees at my alma mater, the University of Santo 
"Tomas and at the University of the Philippines. 1 even jour- 
neyed to Washington, D.C. where an audience of media big 
shots awarded me on Oct. 9, 2001 the Knight International 
Fellowship Lifetime Achievement Award for Journalism. + 

1 even had the temerity to tell the international med 
“Our own nationalists had been expressing themselves in 
books and periodicals in Spanish, Tagalog, Visayan and the 
other vernaculars, but the Thomasites changed all that to 
American English. We learned so fast and so well, that by the 
time the US ‘granted’ us independence—in 1947, less than 
50 years later—we had developed the most robust English 


free press in Asia.” 


"But what do I tell an audience of young girls and béys 
from rural Calabarzon, in Filipino at that? Remember, Bieol 


is my native tongue. 


Butch Hernandez, the FWWPP's executive director, sug- 
gested that I begin with a children's story to catch their atten- 
tion. So I dug up my "Stories for Groovy Kids" by Nick. 
Joaquin. After going through the book, found each and ev- 
гу story too long. 1 went through recent and current issues 
of the Reader's Digest but found nothing interesting enough 


forchildren. 


Between these and the task of helping put out 


the monthly 


Mr. & Ms. Magazine, my duties as board chair of the FWWPE 
the fund-raising for Santisimo Rosario Church along Estrada 
and Dian Streets and my ballroom exercises, Sitio Talaga' 

graduation day arrived—with no commencement address.in. 


my hand. 


Twas going to take one and a half hours to get to Morohg 
and, perhaps, another half-hour up the very rough toad'to 
the school. (The DepEd was not joking when it said that Sitio 
Talaga ES was a remote school") I had hoped for a sparkof 


inspiration along the trip. No such luck. 


‘But when we got to the school, we were handed copies of 
the pink-colored graduation program, and there on the in- 
side face of the back cover was the "Panunumpa ng mga 


Nagsipagtapos” (Oath of the Graduates). 
Here itis, in lyrical Filipino: 
*.. una sa lahat ay isaaalang-alang 
ang Panginoong Diyos na nagbigay buhay, 
Lagi ng sundin ang utos Niya at aral 

..Ikalaway bayan ang paglilingkuran 

Tibigin naming buong katapatan 
At kahit ialay buhay naming tangan 
Kung ikalalaya nitong Inang Bayan 
Aming sisikapin sa aming tahanan 
‘Ay magbuklod kami ng pagmamahalan 
Igagalang namin ang aming mga magulang 
Paglilingkuran sila habang-buhay. 
At ngayoy sarili di kalilimutan 
Kalusugan патїу pangangalagaan 
Pakikislapin din diwa at isipan 
Sa lahat ng dako'y magpakarangal. 
Na ang pangakong itoy 
Aming gagampanan 
Aming sisikaping isakatuparan 
Kaya't hiling namin ang lyong patnubay 
O Diyos at Panginoon naming mahal.” 


Could I do better than to remind them to keep these beau- 


tiful words close to their hearts? 


So after the musical numbers, contributed by teachers 
Gerric M. Belen, Lourdes Tica and Mary Ann S. Cagayan, 
came the formal DepEd recognition of the graduates by Dis- 
trict Superintendent Agapito Caritativo and the awarding of 
medals by Mayor Joseph Buenaventura to valedictorian An- 
na Rose L. Rivera and salutatorian Kennedy M. Belen. Then 
it was time for me to give my "Payo за mga Nagtapos" (Ad- 


vice to the Graduates). 


Treally could do no better than just repeat their oath ahd 
ask them never to forget the words they had sworn to this 


very day: 


1, Always remember what God has commanded and obey 


Him atall times, 


2. Serve our motherland, with our lives if need be, Love 


and honor our parents all our lives. 


3. Take good care of our health, and make our souls shine 


with bright thoughts. 


Peed our lives with dignity and honor, by the grace of 


God. 


"Touched not so much by my words but certainly by the 
solemnity of the occasion, the children and their parents 


were in tears. After Grade 6, what next? 


‘Anna, the Valedictorian, wants to be a flight attendant 
when she grows up. She is the daughter of a carpenter and а 
seamstress and neither parent was present on this day. The 
father of Kennedy, the salutatorian, is also a carpenter, while 
his mother was a former public school teacher. Kennedy him- 
self wants to be a teacher. Both Anna and Kennedy are not 
sure if they would have the chance to go to high school, 


much less pursue their dreams, 


‘We tried to wipe their tears away with the ice cream and 


cookies we brought and distributed soon after, 


‘(You may send email to the author at execdir@fwwpp.org.) 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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ULTHEINQURERCUSTOERSERUIGHOTIIG | of Kindes 


THE NEWSPAPER ON A SUNDAY MORNING 
can be at times so stressful and frustrating with 
> i all the bad and negative news one is bound to ? 
read. Fortunately, the March 19 issue of the In- 
‘quien was a relief. 4, 
The news items about the Fil-Am boy who * 
raised funds for the Leyte victims and about! 
the Pinoy in Nigeria be 
who was saved by 
an act of kindness Д 
in the past hada LETTER: 
‹ positive effect on 
me and, I hope, on. 5 
4 other readers as well 
The articles led me to ask 
myself What and when was my last act of 
kindness? An hour ago? Yesterday? A week 


ago? Will we need another tragedy in order to 

be moved to do specific acts of kindness? I 

hope not. Iwant to believe that there are still a 
lot of people out there who show acts of kind- , 
ТЯ s ness in more normal circumstances. М 
1f only each one of us will до an act of kind- | 
SENET ness each day, I believe that this country will be | 

alot better, 

1 exhort our politicians and government з 
leaders to always ask themselves every дау: у 
What act of kindness can I perform today? 
Surely, each one of them will discover that they-i 
сап do a lot more. There will be less bickering 3 
and “self-service projects.” They can focus э 
more on the real needs of their constituents.» 
ee 3 But I am also calling on the ordinary citi- d 

fu e à 3 zens. Let us not wait for our leaders to do it. 

Е "This is something we can do on our own as it 

m does not depend on the efficiency of our gov- 

=, ernment. May all of us be a firm believer of 

“love” so that there will be more selfless people 
in this part of the world. 

Looking forward for more positive articles 
and news items. 


гах —— ——— 


аа аы анана e ren 


—CRISTY AURE, 
Bacood, Sta. Mesa, Manila 
M | : 3 : Why not on front page? 
tf | WAS READING WITH INTEREST THE NEWS 
story tilted “Citrus farmers restive over mining 
project.” (PDI, 3/15/06) It mentioned that 
1,000 tribal families could possibly lose their 
livelihood. e 

Forgive me if I'm being presumptuous, but’, 
shouldn't something this important merit 4^. 
space on the front page of the INQUIRER? 

Tm not saying it should be on the front page. 
What I'm saying is that, given the develop- 
ments during those days (e.g. the INQUIRER re- | 
ported Sen. Jamby Madrigal's outburst on the. 1 
front page for two days), wasn't the story оп | 
the possible siltation of an entire valley and ће; 
subsequent displacement of a thousand Fil- у 
ipino families a tiny bit more important? And * 
си ere? 

isruz mo, 
gataslock@yahoo.com ` 


We strive day by day to make every single page 1 
of the Inquirer interesting and thought-provok- 
ing. Not just Page 1. ' 

That we elicited а spirited response from you 
to a story on Page A20 makes us feel good that 
we are succeeding to make the entire paper wor- * 
thy of our readers attention and call to action (if 
any). 

Thank you for taking time to point out how 
wecan be of better service to you.—Ed.. 


Touch-up done 
on ‘horrible’ roads 


E 
THIS REFERS TO THE LETTER, TITLED 
"Samar roads do not lead to progress" of Rev. 
Fr. Fidel Fabile (PDI, 2/8/06), regarding the 
"horrible" roads going to Catbalogan. 

Based on reports from the DPWH (Depart- . 
ment of Public Works and Highways)-Samar.it 
District, the 16-kilometer stretch of the Tizon-3 
Tarangnan-Catbalogan road was badly dam: 
aged last year because of heavy rains and land 
slides, However, that stretch has been given 
maintenance touch-ups for the convenience of ' 
commuters and motorists. 

ELIZABETH R PILORIN, 
01¢-chief, Public Information Division, 

Department of Public Works and Highwa 

Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila ` 


What hero? Я 


BASILAN HERO? WAS THERE A HERO IN THE 
Lamitan siege? (PDI, 3/10/06) 

Everybody remembers Lamitan as the scene „ 
of skullduggery, when cornered Muslim ban- ч 
dits were allowed, for millions of reasons, to 4. 
slip through the tight cordon of “valiant” у 
2 Philippine soldiers. " 
| CHOCQUIK Popular Brand SAVINGS § X —RENE TORRES, 

| x | e rentorres@yahoo.com d 
29.4 4 Р " ai 
300g P42.83 (average SRP) |P52.30 (average SRP) P9.47 _ 3j || Resignation as a cure a 

150g | P22.56(average SRP) |P27.42 (average SRP) P4.86 Fen THE FILIPINO PEOPLE CANNOT ACCEPT 4 
= NN 79, "ог 1 | Charter change unless Gloria Macapagal-Ar- « 
P12.49 (average SRP) |P15.10 (average SRP) б royo steps down. Allowing the Arroyo ad- ^ 

== -— — — ‘ministration to introduce amendments (0) 


20gx12 |P38.34 (average SRP) P44.22 (average SRP) | à ош Constitution will Ье like saying we are 1 
T 


giving up on our demand for her impeach- 
ment. 

СМА resignation, not Charter change, is 
the cure to our nation's ills. Why should we ^ 
bother ourselves with another issue when the 
issue of GMAS legitimacy has yet to be re- ^ 
solved? t 


—ROMEO D. MONTEALTO, 
Campaner Street, Zamboanga City 
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Gov't anticrime body faces ax 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THENATIONALANTI- 
Grime Task Force, 
which was at the fore- 
front of the govem- 
ments anticrime ef- 
fons during the tenure 
of then Interior Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes, is 
now inactive. 

А ranking police of- 
ficer said the Camp 
Crame based task force 
was no longer func- 
tioning as itused to, 

“Effectively, the op- 
erations have stood 
down. (There have 
been) no more opera- 
tions,” the officer said. 

“Nactaf integrates, 
directs and supervises 
operations. It even 
provides funds to sup- 
port operating units, 
mostly PNP units,” he 
said, adding that the 
task force no longer 
did that nov. 

The Department of 
Interior and Local 
Government, the offi 
cer said without elab- 
rating, X apparently 
had a "change of pri- 
ошу and concems" 


Police 
nab 2 
rich gang 
members 


THE „POLICE HAVE 
arrested two young 
men who were al- 
legedly part of a gang 
whose members, 
scions of wealthy fami- 
lies, had left a trail of 
dead and wounded 
andrape victims in and 
around Metro Manila. 
in the last six months. 

The police be- 
lieved the gang was 
responsible for near- 
ly two dozen shoot 
ing and rape 
dents in the metropo- 
lis as well as Central 
and Southern Luzon. 

Both in their 20s, 
фе suspects were 
tagged by witnesses as 
being involved in three 
murder and one frus- 
trated murder cases, 
according to police. 

"Their behavioral 
pattern,” the police 
said, “indicates that 
they are involved in 
thrill killings, rape 
and petty robberies.” 

‘The Criminal Inves- 
tigation and Derection 
Group described the 
gangs members as 
“thrill killers” who be- 
longed to the “Old 
School Gangstah” fra- 
тепйу comprised of 
181025-year-olds. 

“(They are) scions 
of prominent and in- 
fluential families in 
Central Luzon,” the 
CIDG said in a state- 
ment yesterday. 

"We cannot allow 
these activities to go 
unpunished. Members 
ofthe gang are known 
to be notorious... and 
some of their families 
(come) from rich and 
influential back- 
grounds (and) tolerate. 
them,” CIDG director 
Chief Supt. Jesus Ver- 
soza said. 

‘Supt. Benjamin de 
los Santos has been 
named to head Task 
Force 3K, which was 
created to go after 
the group. 

The groups mem- 
bers raped five women 
in the last few months, 
the police said. 

In November alone, 
the group allegedly 
stuck in Bacoor, 
Cavite; Pila, Laguna; 
Cainta, Rizal, and Las 

ав, Mandaluyong 
and Makati cities. 

In December, they 
struck again in An- 
gono and Binango- 
nan, Rizal; бап 
Agustin, Pampanga; 
Lipa City, Batangas, 
and Parafiaque City. 

Luige A. del Puerto 
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since Ronaldo Puno 
took over from Reyes 
in February. Reyes was 
appointed secretary of 
the environment and 
natural resources. 

The opposition has 
accused the interior 
department of spear- 
heading the signa- 
ture drive aimed at 
amending the 1987 
Constitution. 

In fact, Nactaf is 
now simply waiting 
to be dissolved, the 
Inquire source said. 

"(Puno) wants to 
give instructions (di 
rectly) to the Philippine 
National Police, and по 
Conger) through the 


Nactaf holds office 
on the ground floor of 
the Philippine Na- 
tional Police head- 
quarters. The office, 
completed a few 
months ago, serves as 
awar room, where of- 
ficers can monitor the 
progress of an ongo- 
ing police operation. 

“The task force is 
just waiting for the 
dissolution order. 
There is no activity, 
except administration 
work... There was а 
change of priority 
Concems changed, 
the source said. 


Among the last 
cases Маса had 
monitored was the 
political situation in 
Abra, where the en- 
tire police force was 
sacked last year for 
failure to dismantle 
private armed groups 
in the province. 
Nactaf was created 
to coordinate the oper- 
ations of апісіте 
units and special task 
forces, such as the An- 
tillegal Drugs Special 
Operations Task Force 
and the Presidential 
Anti-Crime and Emer- 
‘gency Response group. 


“Numerous 
forces have been cre- 
ated to deal with spe- 
cific crimes and there 
isa need to streamline. 
these task forces to ra- 
tionalize 
and harmonize strate- 
gies that will intensify 
the fight against crim- 
пайку” the executive 
order that 
Nactaf states. 

Nacaf was sup- 
posed to assess anti- 
crime bodies created 
by executive order 
and recommend their 
retention or abolition 
to the President. 


“After going through 
other so-called solutions 
to my thinning hair, 

1 decided to try Nu/Hart. 
I'm glad | did. 


task 
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Tsure fees good, Thanks to Nu/Ha 
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task force; said the of- 
ficer, who is familiar 
with the task force's op- 
erations. He asked for 
anonymity because of 
his position. 

But Interior Under- 
secretary Melchor Ros- 
ales said Nactaf was 
“still operational.” 

But, “I can't com- 
ment about that," Ros- 
ales said when asked 
about Nactafs im- 
pending dissolution. 


2N BANGKOK BLOCKINGS 
UR FREE & EASY PACKAGE 


2N HKG (NO COMPULSORY TOURS) 


Royal Vaca! 


ion Holiday Trave 
523 Rom: 


dios Stroot, Malate, Manila 


International & Domestic Tickets and Tour Packages and Passporting 
& Tours 
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There's A New You Valling at Nultart 
Collis now ra FREE PRIVATE CONSULTATION, 


638-6000 


NU/MART MANILA 
Затон rs акопе ed emen treni e ари Doce a 
‘Consultations Available in Bacolod, Cebu, Davao, and Iloilo. 
Vitourwebsteat www.nuhart.com ore mai sat info@nuhart.com 
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What to do. How to prepare for a successful 
| + Register onine at Job interview: 
‘ww tourimjobs.ph * Have a goad nights rest. 

+ Print a copy of your Unique * Prepare the things hat you will need the 
Identification Number (VIN) and night prior to your interview. ` =" 
‘Applicant Profi. + Como in business attire 30 minutés 

before the opening of the Jobs Fair. 

What to bring Memorize highlights of your resume. 

= The printed copy of your Unique  * Research and know the profi of your 
Identification prospective employer's. 

Number (UIN) and Applicant Profle. * Think positive. Look confident and 

+ Pertinent documents: present yourself as an excellent employee. 
eticallon ioter résumé, transept * Do not sit down unt you are told to do so. 
frecords,dploma,clesrances, * Оо not wear excessive piecas of jswely 
SANGUIS nimbus photos make-up, perfume, accessories, et. 

+ Balipenfpenci 


Ве calm and polte in answering 
questions. Give inteligent answers, not 
What traits Employers look for _ leng speeches. 
vice Orientation and Volunteerism * Let the interviewer know that you are 
+ Sense of Responsibitty and interested inthe job and the company, not 
Commitment оп how much you wil earn. 
+ Seit motivation and Selt-discipiine 
L «Emotional забту 


* Thank the interviewer for his time. 
Personal Integrity 


once the interview is over. 
*' «Pleasing Personality 


CEBU CITY 
45 Aer 2008 
Pantie Grand Baron, 
шоло Нов & Casino, Cebu Cy 


Prevent 


З April, Monday, Marco Polo Holl 


We have 15,000 plus jobs 
for you... 


Restaurants « Travel Agencies/Tour Operators + Convention & Exhibition Centers/Organziers • Spa 
Golf Clubs/Clubs « Department Stores/Malls • Call Centers/BPOs + Tourism Suppliers + Banks + 
‘Schools/Skills Training Centers + National Government Agencies + 
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Frequently asked questions and how to 
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Ex-cop accused of rights abuses slain 


COMMUNIST GUERRILLAS SHOT DEAD A RETIRED 
town police chief they accused of past human rights abus- 
es and wounded a policeman and a militiaman in near si- 
multaneous attacks, police said Sunday. 


At least three New Peoples Army 
guerrillas got offa passenger van driven 
by Edwin Cornal, a former police chief 
of Milagros town in Masbate, and then 
shot him repeatedly, instantly killing 
him on Saturday, police said. 
Passengers dashed out of the van in 
panic as shots rang out during the at- 
tack in Milagros, about 380 kilometers 


southeast of Manila, police Inspector 
Moises Jacobo told The Associated 
Press by telephone. 

Cornal became a rebel target by lead- 
ing successful counterinsurgency oper- 
ations before retiring a few years ago. 
After retirement, he bought a passenger 
van and drove it to earn a living, Jacobo 
said, 


In an almost simultaneous attack, 
about 60 guerrillas detonated three land 
mines in a village near Milagros, wound- 
ing one of six policemen on their way to 
check on a reported crime, Jacobo said. 

Amilitiaman with the policemen was 
also wounded. Some of the policemen 
managed to return fire, wounding a 
number of guerrillas, he said. 

Rebel spokesperson Gregorio Rosal 
claimed responsibility for both attacks, 
accusing Cornal of past human rights 
violations. He congratulated the guer- 
rillas involved in ће land mine attacks 
and said the rebels seized a machine 


gun, two assault rifles and a pistol from 
the six policemen. 

The police and the NPA, however, 
had conflicting claims on the number of 
casualty in the ambush, with the NPA 
claiming two dead while the police say- 
ing there was only one, a civilian identi- 
fied as Renato Rivera. 


Land mines 

Masbate police director said ele- 
ments of the 506th Provincial Police 
Mobile Group were on the way to Mila- 
gros town to respond to the reported 
presence of armed men when they were 
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ambushed by about 70 NPA members at 
Barangay San Juan, Mandaon town. 

"They used land mines and they were in a 
more vantage position, but our men were able 
to hold their ground until reinforcements ar- 
rived, forcing the terrorists to withdraw after 
almost four hours of gunfight,” he said. 

‘The incident occurred while PNP chief Di- 
rector General Arturo Lomibao was visiting the 
Bicol Regional Police Office in Legazpi City. 

Alcovindas said he was then with Lomibao 
and all the chiefs of police of Masbate and had 
to rush back to Masbate to supervise the 
counter-offensive operation. 

Masbate was the scene of another ambush 
late last year, which killed eight civilians and 
police personnel. 

Rosal confirmed in a text message that NPA 
rebels ambushed a group of patrolling police- 
men, killing two of them in an ensuing fire- 
fight. 

Rosal said the ambush also left an undeter- 
mined number of policemen injured. 

He said the NPA also recovered a 30-cal. 
machine gun, an M16 rifle and a .45-cal. pis- 
tol from the policemen after the ambush. 


lloilo 

In Iloilo City, a soldier was wounded after 
government troops clashed with suspected 
NPA guerrillas believed to be holding their an- 
niversary celebration in Tapaz town in Capiz 
on Thursday. 

Capt. Renante Besa, spokesperson of the 
Army's 3rd Infantry Division, identified the 
wounded soldier as Cpl. Raymond Kilayko, 24, 
from Hinigaran town in Negros Occidental. 

Kilayko was being treated at the Western 
Visayas Medical Center in Iloilo City after he 
‘was hit in the chest with the bullet lodged in 
one of his ribs. Besa said Kilayko is in stable 
condition. 

Kilayko was among troops of the 31st Scout 
Ranger Company under the Ist Scout Ranger 
Battalion that clashed with suspected NPA 
rebels around 3:45 p.m. in Barangay Acufia in 
Tapaz. 

The government troops were investigating 
reports that a group of NPA rebels were in the 
area holding ceremonies for the NPAS 37th 
founding anniversary, which they commemo- 
rated on March 29. 

The soldiers encountered around 30 rebels 
triggering a firefight that lasted from 15 to 25 
minutes before the rebels retreated to the 
boundary of Tapaz and Calinog town in Iloilo, 
Besa said. 

Citing reports from residents, Besa said at 
least one rebel was wounded in the clash. The 
rebels also left behind several backpacks con- 
taining personal belongings. 

Besa said the rebels are under the Central 
Front Committee of the Panay Regional Party 
Committee. This is the same guerrilla unit 
that ambushed government troops in Calinog 
on Nov. 19 last year where nine soldiers were 
killed and 20 others were wounded after the 
rebels detonated two land mines and opened 
fire at the soldiers on board two trucks. АР; 
Bobby Labalan and Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau; Nestor Burgos Jr., 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


6 crime gang 
members killed 
in Bataan clash 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA—SIX MEM- 
bers of a robbery and gun-for-hire group 
were killed while two policemen were 
wounded in an hour-long gunfight in Ori- 
on, Bataan on Saturday, a police official 
said. 

Chief Insp. Luisito Magnaye, Bataan police 
intelligence chief, said the operation against 
the Dacpano Gang came after the police got 
leads from two incidents on Friday night in 
which gang members killed two of their com- 
panions. 

Magnaye said they caught up with 
gang members at Barangay Sabatan in 
Orion at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday. Killed in 
the gunfight were Mario Rago, Alicio 
Dacpano Jr., Abelardo Venegas, Jessie 
Magbag, Marvin Grotez and Christian 
Rago. 

Four other suspects escaped, Magnaye 


said. 

PO3 Danilo Nazareno and PO2 Noel 
Maglalang, and a civilian agent were wound- 
ed in the clash. 

Police said the gang, allegedly led by 
Pablo Dacpano Jr., was behind the series 
of robberies and killings in Balanga City 
and the towns of Pilar, Orion, Limay, 
Mariveles, Morong and Bagac since last 
year. 

On Friday, Magnaye said gang members 
killed their fellow members, cousins Be- 
ning Mabag and Peregrino Bubunao, sup- 
posedly after the two cheated on them over 
a deal. 

Mabag and Bubunao were killed an hour 
apart in Sitio Damulag and Sibul, in the vil- 
lage of Daang Hari in Orion. Tonette Orejas 
with a report from Greg Refraccion, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 
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| Across the NATION sooo 
Arsonists stalk Bicol schools; same pattern seen 


„MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2006 


PILI, CAMARINES SUR—A SIMI- 
lar arson pattern, which employs 
a plastic trash container set on 
fire under a pile of plastic chairs, 
was observed in the burning of a 
state college building here and an 
attempt to raze a state university 
in Legazpi City. 

On March 20, the Teacher's Ed- 

-ucational Institute Building of the 
‘Camarines Sur State Agricultural 

College (CSSAC) in Barangay 

"San Jose burned down at lunch 
break. Nobody was reported 
hurt, 

FO3 Tomas Sinfuego, fire in- 
vestigator, said the arsonist es- 

саре unnoticed and locked the 
doors of the building so that no- 
body could even try to put out the 
blaze. 

Sinfuego said the fire had al- 
ready crept to the ceiling and oth- 
'er portions of the building when 
the firefighters arrived. 

Sinfuego said he had gathered 
evidence leading to a motive that 
might help investigators identify 
the arsonist. 

The remains of a plastic trash 
‘container that the arsonist used 
to burn the building had been re- 
‘covered, he said. 

He said the container was full 
of plastic materials and crumpled 


paper, and set on fire under a pile 
of Monobloc chairs. 

Sinfuego said that while the 
firefighters were busy putting 
out the fire, another fire started 
in a building several meters 
away. 

‘Another plastic container filled 
with plastic materials and crum- 
pled paper was found burning in- 
side the toilet of the Research 
Building, he said. 

Fortunately, the fire was put 
out in the nick of time, he said. 

Dr. Yolanda Castroverde, assis- 
tant to the college president, said 
the CSSAC administration had 
asked police provincial director 
Senior Supt. Romeo Mapalo for 
the deployment of atleast six po- 
lice officers on campus. 

She said the school had only 15 
security guards and seven are on 
duty at any given time to secure 
the vast campus. The buildings 
are far apart and there are trees 
between them. 

Castroverde said she called a 
meeting of all department heads 
and personnel, and members of 
the student council to discuss se- 
curity matters. 

She said she was surprised to 
find out on Wednesday from Bicol 
University officials that the same 


Army forces attack NPA 
bases in Quezon, Bicol 


“LUCENA CITY—THE ANNIVER- 
sary celebration of the New Peo- 
ples Army rebels in Quezon and 
„Bicol last week was spoiled after 
government forces attacked two 
major rebel camps, leaving be- 
hind five communist insurgents 
‘and one Army soldier dead, ac- 
cording to Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay 
Jr, chief of the Southern Luzon 
"Command based in Camp Nakar 
“here. 

Cabuay said the first attack oc- 
curred in Barangay Patalunan in 
;Lupi, Camarines Sur on Wedne- 
‘day, the NPAs 37th founding an- 

' niversary. 

“The camp was supposed to 

be the site of the МРАЗ anniver- 
„sary celebration of the CPP-Bi- 
Тео! Regional Party Committee 
but we spoiled their party,” he 
said. 

Soldiers from the Army's 31st 
Infantry Battalion killed five NPA 
тебе in the two-day running 
gunbattle, he said. 

The government forces recov- 
егей five M16 rifles, one carbine, 

several rounds of ammunitions, 
personal belongings and antigov- 

[еттеп documents that re- 
vealed the communist operations 
in Camarines Sur. 

No casualties were reported on 
the government side. 

On Thursday, Army soldiers al- 
so discovered a big NPA camp in 
the Sierra Madre mountain 
ranges in Cagsiay 3, Mauban, 
Quezon. 

‘A military report said the camp 
was being occupied by close to 
100 NPA guerrillas and allied 
civilians, who were preparing to 
hold a belated anniversary feast, 
when surprised by government 
forces. 

An Army soldier identified as 


Corporal Edgar Astarez was 
killed in the initial assault, the re- 
port added. 

“Our successful attack on their 
camps was a moral defeat for the 
terrorist group. Despite the 
swaggering of the CPP leader- 
ship that the NPA will stage 
heightened offensives, what 
happened was that we spoiled 
their anniversary celebration," 
Cabuay said. 

‘Government forces also recov- 
ered motorcycle, several pieces of 
improvised land mine, 20 pieces 
of live ammunition for a 50-cal. 
machinegun, assorted military 
uniforms, assorted medicines, 
sacks of rice and grocery food- 
stuffs. 

Cabuay said that a week be- 
fore the NPA anniversary, gov- 
ernment forces also engaged 
communist guerrillas in а 
fierce encounter in the bound- 
ary of Tayabas and Mauban 
towns. 

He said the Army soldiers 
captured six suspected com- 
munist rebels, including two 
minors aged 14 and 17, and 
seized six high-powered: fire- 
arms. 

"The capture of the two fully- 
armed minors in ап NPA band 
has belied the CPP claim that 
they don't recruit youngsters. 
The two teens should not be in 
the company of a terrorist group. 
‘Their right place is supposed to 
be inside a school,” Cabuay 
lamented. 

He said the military immedi- 
ately turned over the captured 
youngsters to the custody of the 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development. Delfin Mal- 
lari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 


‘Owwa probes report 
of Pinoy torture in Saudi 


COTABATO CITY—THE OVER- 
seas Workers Welfare Administra- 
Чоп (Owwa) in Central Min- 
danao is investigating the alleged 
"torture" of a Filipino worker and. 
the death of another in the hands. 
‚ of their employers in Saudi Ara- 
bia, 

The two Filipino domestic 
„helpers, whose names were 
“withheld pending outcome of 
the joint probe by the Philippine 
Embassy, the Department of For- 
eign Affairs and Owwa are from 
Surallah, South Cotabato and 
‘President Quirino town in Sultan 
Kudarat. 
хе The Surallah OFW, who is 
“now in a Manila hospital, 
‘showed signs of torture with 
‘burns all over her body, said 
"Ома regional director Abdul- 
gani Ота, whose office is 
preparing to file charges against 
the victim's Saudi employer, 
;whose name he requested to 
Jwithhold. 

Based on the photos sent to 
the Owwa regional office here by 
ithe victim's parents, Ота said, 
tthe act was inhuman and bar- 
vbaric." 

He was told that the cruel 


treatment sparked from alleged 
"jealousy" by the employer's wife 
and children to their Filipina 
helper. 

The wife allegedly poured boil- 
ing water on the OFW's breast 
down to her private parts while 
her hands and legs were bound, 
Ота said. 

At times, according to Omag, a 
hot spoon was pressed on the Fil- 
ipina's back. 

Another Owwa case of con- 
cern was the death of a woman 
from President Quirino town in а 
vehicular accident in Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

“There seems to have an in- 
consistency on the victim's 
death,” noted Omag, who sus- 
pected this to be the cause of 
the delay in bringing back the 
victim’s remains to the Philip- 
pines. 

DFA records show that the do- 
mestic helper died on Feb. 24 
while the Philippine Embassy in 
Saudi Arabia said it was on March 
3. 

“We are trying to verify this 
inconsistency,” Отар said. 
Charlie Señase, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


arson pattern had been employed 
when one of the buildings was set 
оп fire sometime in January. 
Castroverde said the BU offi- 
cials had told her that a plastic 


trash container under Monobloc 
chairs had also been set on fire, 
but that the fire was easily con- 
trolled because of the high ceiling 
and the concrete materials used 
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inthe building. 

She said the CSSAC officials 
had experienced a series of arson 
incidents this year. The first hap- 
pened at the Graduate School 
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Delay in case of slain Aklan radioman scored 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


KALIBO, AKLAN—JUSTICE REMAINS 
elusive for Aklan broadcaster Herson 
“Boy” Hinolan as his murder case suf- 
fered another delay on Friday in the Ak- 
Тап Regional Trial Court. = 

Judge Ledelia Aragona-Biliran, pre- 
siding judge of RTC Branch 2, granted 
the petition of the defense to cancel Fri- 
day's hearing and ordered in open court 
the suspension of proceedings for 60 
days or until further notice by the 
court. 

In calling for a suspension, Biliran cit- 
ей the pending petition for review filed 
by the defense before the Court of Ap- 
peals, questioning her order to the 
provincial prosecutor' office to reinves- 
tigate the case against Mayor Alfredo 


Army chided for linking 
paper's revival to Reds 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—CITING IN- 
telligence reports, the top mili- 
tary officer in Negros Occidental 
has claimed that a city-based 
newspaper that closed down in 
2004 was being revived as a pro- 
paganda tool of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines-New 
People's Army. 

Col. Jerry Jalandoni, 303rd In- 
ппу Brigade, commander, 
linked the Visayas Daily Courier 
to the CPP-NPA propaganda dur- 
ing a meeting of the Provincial 
Peace and Order Council on Tues- 
day atthe provincial capitol here. 

He admitted that the informa- 
tion was based on intelligence re- 
ports that still needed to be vali- 
dated, buthe pointed out that the 
Communist Party had been re- 
ported to be stepping up its politi- 
cal propaganda organizing ef- 
forts. 


Publisher speaks up 

Edgar Cadagat, publisher of 
the Courier, denied that the paper 
was going to be revived. This 
would entail millions of pesos in 
investments that he did not have, 
he said. 

He, however, stressed that the 
deeper implication of this report 
was that military authorities were 


Council,” he said. 

Cadagat said he did not know 
where the military supposedly 
obtained its report. He said there 
was really no plan at all to revive 
the Courier. 


GMA adviser 

He said he could not also un- 
derstand why a community news- 
paper, like the Courier, was being 
linked to the CPP-NPA as the in- 
vestors in the paper before it fold- 
ed up included several gover- 
ment officials. He declined to 
name the officials. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
adviser 
Rafael Coscolluela, in a separate 
interview, criticized the military 
for targeting local journalists. 

He said the warning about the 
Courier sounded “a little para- 
noid." 


Order of Battle 

Last week, the military placed 
in its “order of battle” Julius 
Mariveles, news director of dyEZ 
Aksyon Radyo-Bacolod, for being 
ап alleged member of the CPP- 
NPA. 


groups 
name's inclusion in the military 
‘watch list and demanded that it 
be stricken off. 

In a statement, the National 
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"Fred" Arcenio of Lezon town. 

‘Arcenio was earlier charged with homi- 
cide for Hinolaris killing, but after a rein- 
vestigation, the Regional State Prosecutor's 
Office amended the charge to murder. 

‘The hearing was supposed to resolve 
the issue of whether the court should 
admit the amended information 
against Arcenio. 

Tn its petition, the defense asked the 
CA to set aside Biliran's order to rei 
vestigate the case and to arraign Arce- 
nio on the homicide charge. 

Tt also asked Biliran to inhibit herself 
from the case, citing her submission ofa. 
‘comment to the CA which ‘show(s) that 
she was arguing actually for the prose- 
cution.” 

Biliran said she would rule on the 
motion for inhibition after the two par- 
ties submitted their comments. 


The lawyer and family of Hinolan 
lamented the delay in the proceedings. 

“These are just delaying tactics (of. 
the defense"  Hinolans widow 
‘Aphrodite told the Inquire. 

Her son Kim, 12, Hinolanis 68-year-old 
mother Sonia, and other relatives at the 
courtroom accompanied Aphrodite, who 
was dressed in black. Several family mem- 
bers wept as the judge ordered the post. 

ent of 

“Itis taking too long and slow, but I be- 
lieve the truth will prevail,” said Sonia. 

‘Arcenio, who is out on bail, did not 
attend the hearing. 

Witnesses have tagged Arcenio as the 
lone guriman who repeatedly shot Hinolan 
оп Now 13, 2004 while the broadcaster 
was urinating near a camival in the capital 
town of Kalibo, Aklan. He died two days 
later from at least seven bullet wounds. 


Hinolan was station manager of dylN 
Bombo Radyo in Kalibo and hosted the 
station's morning program "Bombo- 
hanay Bigtime.” 

He was among the 13 journalists killed 
in 2004 and one of the 73 murdered since 
1986. Most of ће cases are unsolved. 

A witness claimed to have overheard 
an aide of the mayor talking about the 
plan to kill the broadcaster. 

‘Arcenio has denied the accusations, 
saying he was in Lezo, 10 km from Kali- 
bo, when Hinolan was shot 

“The witnesses are under the Witness Pro- 
tection Program of the Department of Jus- 
tice, but private prosecutor Napoleon Odu- 
cado said their families were vulnerable to 
pressure so ong as Arcenio was out on bail. 

"He is a mayor and he can use his in- 
fluence to exert pressure on relatives of 
the witnesses,” said Oducado. 


for Western Visayas, 


have condemned his 


TOBACCO FESTIVAL 
The dancers of San Nicolas, locos Norte show their winning form during the tobacco festival `| 
street dancing competition in Candon City, locos Sur. н 
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SC may resolve media suit soon 


intervening in areas where, he 
claimed, they had no competen- 


9. 

"The right and the freedom to 
publish, to inform the people of 
whats happening in society, in- 
dluding government corruption, 
abuses and human rights viola- 
tions fall under Article 3, Section 
4 of the Constitution,” Cadagat 
said. 

“This intervention in the 
work of the Negros media is 
uncalled for, this is the essen- 
tial implication of the military 
report to the Peace and Order 


Union of Journalists of the Philip- 
pines condemned as "most irre- 
sponsible" and "the height of ig- 
norance” the allegations made by 
Jalandoni. 

“Jalandoni should review his 
information before issuing state- 
ments that could endanger the 
lives of innocent people,” said 
Jose Torres Jr, chair of the NUJP’s 
Commission for the Protection of 
Journalists. 

“We demand that Jalandoni re- 
tract his statement in public and 
apologize to Cadagat,” Torres 
said. 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—THE SUPREME COURT 
may soon be able to resolve a suit filed by me- 
dia practitioners questioning Presidential 
Proclamation 1017, Justice Angelina San- 
doval-Gutierrez said here on Saturday. 
Gutierrez said the High Court would hold its 
mex: session in Baguio iy starting April 10. By 
May 5, she said, it might be able to resolve the issue 
brought up against President Macapagal Arroyo's 
deciaration of a state of national emergency. 
Malacañang has used the declaration to clamp 
down on those allegedly plotting to overthrow the 
‘government, including some media personalities. 
"The media is also our concern, we just want to 
inform you that we are doing our best, the media 
[think] as if we are not acting,” Gutierrez said. 


She said that during the session in Baguio, 
the Supreme Court would also try to resolve 
the case filed against the so-called Batasan 5 
and the protest against Executive Order 464. 

“Batasan 5" is composed of militant party- 
list Representatives Satur Ocampo, Joel Vi- 
rador, Rafael Mariano, Liza Maza and 
Teodoro Casifio, who are facing arrest on re- 
bellion charges. They have sought refuge at 
the Batasang Pambansa Complex. 

EO 464 prevents government officials from 
testifying in congressional hearings without 
prior approval from Malacafiang. 

"These cases are our main consideration at pre- 
sent, but soon, we will be promulgating our deci- 
sion Gutierrez said. Julie Alipala, PDI M. Bureau. 
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Barangay chief, ра sl. 
QUEZON, Isabela—A barangay leader in Tabuk, 
Kalinga and his father were killed in an ambush 
‘on March 30, police said. Gabriel Lumbican, 38, 
chair of Barangay Calanan, and his father 
‘Theodore, 69, were on board ther Isuzu БИ truck 
when unidentified men with 9-mm pistols 
‘emerged from a forested area along F.F. Cruz 
Street here at about 3 p.m. and shot them. Police 
have yet to establish the motive for the attack. 

Villamor Visaya dr., PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Murder probe pressed 
CITY OF MALOLOS—The Provincial Board Mem- 
bers League of the Philippines has asked the De- 
partment of Interior and Local Government and 
Dolce authorities to hasten the investigation of 
the gun-slaying of one of its members in Occi- 
dental Mindoro on March 24. Vincent Picco I, 
PBMLP president and Antique board member, 
said the league issued a resolution condemning 
the kiling of Bulacan Board Member Wario 
Trinidad, allegedly by communist rebels. Piecio 
represented the league during necrological ser- 
vice for Trinidad at the provincial capitol on Ft 
дау. Trinidad's group was attacked after it fin- 
ished inspecting a mining stein Sta. Cruz, Ooo- 
dental Mindoro, 

Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Extort gang member killed 
BATANGAS CITY—A suspected member of an ex- `, 
tortion syndicate preying on overseas Filipino ` 
workers was Killed while another was arrested in 
an entrapment operation in Padre Garcia, Batangas 
on Wednesday. Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa, director 
of the Criminal investigation and Detection Group, 
identified the slain suspect as Eugenio Gatdula, 45. 
Arrested was GII Bolaños, 37. Verzosa eld that 
even during his stint as chief of the Calabarzon po- 
lice, police had been watching Gatdula's group, 
which extorted money from OFWs by threatening 
to kidnap them or thelr relatives. 

‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Dive boat runs aground 


PUERTO PRINCESA 
CITY—A dive boat ran. 
aground off one of the 
islets ofthe Tubbataha 
Reef, a protected area 
and one of two World 
Heritage Sites in 
Palawan, on March 27. 
The Explorer Fleet, 
owned by a certain John 
Wy, was on its way toa 
dive site when it hit a shallow portion of the reef. 
‘Angelique Songco, manager of the Tubbataha Reet 
National Marine Park, said the extent of damage had, 
yetto be determined as the boat was still stuck at 
the south islet ofthe reef. Last year, the Greenpeace 
flagship Rainbow Warrior ran aground inthe area 
and paid а fine for the destroyed coral reefs. 
Geraldford Тіске, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau * 
2 NPA guerrillas killed г 
САМР NAKAR, Lucena City—Army soldiers killed ~ 
two more suspected New People's Army rebels in 
Lupi, Camarines Sur on Thursday, the Army said. „z 
Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay Jr. Southern Luzon Com- ^ 
mand chiet, said troops of the Army's 31st In- 
fantry Battalion caught up with the rebel 
Barangay Patalunan. The day before, the military 
unit clashed with about 40 rebel, kiling three of 
them. Bad weather, however, prevented the sol- 
diers from getting air support, sad Cabuay. 
Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Ex-PNP chief cries foul 


ROXAS CITY—Metro 

Rail Transit General 

Manager Roberto Lasti- 

moso has challenged 

Sen. Panfilo "Ping" 

Lacson to prove that he 

received “Jueteng” 

money when the for- 

mer was then Philip- 

pine National Police 

chiet. Lastimoso said 

Lacson, who succeeded him as PNP chief, was 
dishing out "packs of lles” when he testified at the 
plunder trial of ousted President Joseph Estrada 
‘on March 22. Lacson said he informed Estrada a 
day before he was appointed PNP chief In Novem- 
ber 1999 that he would not accept the PS million in 
“jueteng” money that Lastimoso was allegedly get- 
ting monthly, — Felipe Celino, PDI Visayas Bureau 


From lawyers to judges 
COTABATO CITY—The Supreme Court has ap- 
pointed three government lawyers Municipal Cir- 
uit Trial Court judges in North Cotabato. Gov. Em- 
manuel Piñol welcomed the designation of Arvin 
Balagot, Hemelinóa Diaz and Jose Tabosares as 
МТС judges for Kabacan, Magpet and President 
Roxas towns, respectively. The throe courts were 
previously under the judicial care of Maklala 
MCTC Judge Vicente Mondragon. The new judges 
are set to assume office in July after their formal 
training on matters affecting their Judicial function 
in Manila starting this month Pil said the throe, 
who ware members of the Kidapawan City Public 
Attorneys Office, would be the answer to the 
provincial governments desire to fil up the MCTC 
Posts and ease their case backlogs. 

Charlie Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


3 NPA rebels surrender 
MAKILALA, North Cotabato—Three communist 
querrlls turned themselves In to military authori- 
ties Thursday. Maj. Gamal Hayudini, Southern Com- 
mand information officer, quoted the rebels a say- 
ing thay got ted of fighting. They were кепи as 
Paul Castro, Augusto Santos dr. and Abelardo Bala- 
фа, wno claimed to be members of the МРАЗ South- 
ern Mindanao Regional Party Committee. They ara 
пом undergoing debriating at the headquarters of 
the Army's 37th Infantry Battalion based here. 
Edwin Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Camarines Sur. 


Mang Salvador and his young daughter look for a shellfish called “balakwit” to cook at their home in Del Gallego, 
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Army exec mediates radio station dispute 


KABACAN, NORTH COTABATO— 
An Army colonel interceded to end a 
mayor's move to clamp down a ra- 
dio station by bringing the contend- 
ing parties to a dialogue on Satur- 
day. 

"It was an opportune time for both 
parties to reflect and consider para- 
mount the interest and welfare of the 
people in the name of peace and rec- 
onciliation," said Col. Ruperto Pabus- 
tan, commander of the 602nd In- 
fantry Brigade. 

Ina media get-together hosted by 
Pabustan in celebrating his Sist 
birthday at Camp Lucero in Carmen, 
North Cotabato, the military officer 
took time to resolve the rift between 

-Kabacan Mayor Luzviminda Tan 
and 101.7 FM Station Manager Ed- 
die Tenizo Jr. in a brief closed-door 
meeting. 

Tenizo said the final decision 
would come from Manila Broadcast- 
ing Corp. (MBC), of which the em- 
broiled Kabacan-based radio outfit is 
attached to. 

Tan, on the other hand, left the 
matter to her lawyers to decide. She 
earlier complained that the station 


DENR scraps laws biased 
against married women 


COTABATO CITY—THE DEPART- 
ment of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources has started review- 
ing its rules, regulations and pro- 
cedures and scrapped laws it be- 
lieved are biased against married 
women. 

This as the DENR issued De- 
partment Administrative Or- 
der No. 13 as a measure of re- 
moving gender bias in all its 
rules, regulations and proce- 
dures in the ownership of the 
land. 

Scrapped was the 66-year-old 
prohibition among married wom- 
en to apply for homestead patent, 
except in some cases, according 
to DENR regional director Jim 
Sampulna. 


Equal rights 

"As such, women, regardless 
of civil status, can now enjoy 
equal rights as men in the fil- 
ing, acceptance, processing 
and approval of public land ap- 
plication,” he said in a state- 
ment. 

Section 12 of the Public 
Land Act, otherwise known as 
Commonwealth Act No. 141, 
provides that if the applicant 
of a homestead patent is a 


woman, 
married. However, а married 


had been "unfair" in its commen- 
taries on her governance, and asked 
the National Telecommunications 
Commission to have the radio sta- 
tion closed. 

Tenizo said the controversy began 
March 10 when Kabacan police 
stormed the radio station and or- 
dered it closed unless a “permit to op- 
erate” and other related documents 
мете made available to the mayor's 
office. 

"We had been out of the air waves 
for two days (March 11-12) because 
of the harassment," said the station's 
news anchor Boy Ancheta. 

Не said their absence elicited com- 
plaints from advertisers, which, he 
added, made the municipal govern- 
ment liable for damages. 

Tan, in her March 14 letter to Teni- 
то, noted that the station has had a 
business permit to operate. "Howev- 
er, we just want to verify" ifit has NTC 
registration papers. 

А week later, the mayor's adminis- 
trative officer, Cecilia Facurib, wrote 
TTenizo to ask what was holding them 
from closing down. "You have not still 
suspended the airing of your radio 


station in spite of the verbal request” 
of the mayor, she said. 

Tenizo said the management had 
been ordered to provide the mayor's 
office “original or machine copies" of 
the congressional franchise, permits 
to operate, to purchase or posses 
broadcast equipment, to construct 
tower antenna and duly signed busi- 
ness permit. 

The documents, according to 
Facurib, “should be properly authen- 
ticated or certified true copy by the 
NTC” 

“We advise you to comply with the 
said legal requirements for your legit- 
imacy,” she said. 

Acknowledging the importance 
of the print and broadcast media in 
community development, Pabustan 
urged local governments and me- 
dia practitioners to work for the 
common good despite, their differ- 
ences. 

“A negotiating table for contending 
parties to come to terms is still the 
best option and I'm glad both yielded 
making my birthday bash more mem- 
orable,"he said. Charlie Sefiase, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


20 customs district | 
officials reshuffled ` 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 


PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—TWENTY TOP DISTRICT OFFI- 
cials of the Bureau of Customs nationwide 
have been reshuffled Friday on orders of act- 
ing Customs Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales. 

Morales, through Customs Personnel Or- 
der (CPO) 169-2006 issued March 31, said 
the reassignments were made in the interest 
of the service. 

“This order shall take effect immediately 
and shall last until revoked,” he said in his or- 
der. 

Customs-Cebu head Ma. Lourdes Ma- 
ngaoang has been reassigned as acting dis- 
trict collector in the port of Iloilo. She will 
be replaced by acting district collector 
Grace Caringal, who is coming from the 
Subic Port. 

The other officials affected in the revamp 
are: 

‘© Acting collector Edward Baltazar of San 
Fernando Port, who has been reassigned to 
Manila. 

Enrico Turingan, officer in-charge of 
the Batangas Port, who was named chief of 
staff at the Office of the District Collector of 
the Manila International Container Port 
(МКР). 

© Rene Benavidez, acting district collector 
of Legazpi City who was named acting 
deputy collector for assessment in the Batan- 
gas Port. 

© Dennis Azarraga, acting district collector 
of Iloilo, who will assume the same post in 
legaz 

© Acting district collector Roberto Sacra- 
mento of Cagayan de Oro City, who was reas- 
signed to the port of San Fernando. 

е Топаз Alcid, acting director of Zam- 
boanga Port, who was reassigned to Batan- 
ges. 

© Marieta Zamoranos, acting deputy col- 
lector for operations in the MICE, who was 
named acting district collector of the Subic 
Port. 

Rodolfo Campos, from the Customs’ In- 
telligence and Enforcement Group, who will 
be acting district collector of the Zamboanga 
Port. 

‘© Napoleon Gatmaytan, acting district col- 
lector of North Harbor, who was reassigned as 
acting deputy collector for operations in the 
MICE. i 

© Nelson Olalo, acting Customs assistant 
chief at the Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port (Naia), who was reassigned to North 
Harbor. 

© Remedios Espinosa, acting deputy col- 
lector for assessment at the MICE who is reas- 
signed as acting deputy collector for assess- 


‘ment atthe Naia. 

© Priscilla Bauzon, head of the Manila 
Port, who was reassigned as acting deputy 
collector for assessment in MICR. 

‘© Rogelio Villagarcia, acting chief of the 
Bonds Division of the Manila Port, who will be , 
acing deputy collector assessment of the 
same port. 

* Rafael Crisol Jr. from the Office of the y 
Commissioner, to acting chief of the Bonds Di- > 
vision of the Manila Port. 

© Gerardo Gonzales, who heads the Davao 
Port, was reassigned to the Customs Postal Of- 
fice of the Manila Port. t 

© Macabantug Mandangan, acting collec- 9 
tor of the Manila Port's Customs Postal office, 
‘who will take over as acting deputy collector 
for assessment in Davao. 

* Ali Usman, acting Deputy collector for, 
operations in Cagayan de Oro City, will be Of- 
ficer-in-charge and concurrent acting deputy 
collector for operations in Cagayan de Oro. ү 

Melita del Rosario, acting assessment { 
chief of the Manila Port, who was reassigned 
to the same post in Metro Manila. à 

In Cebu, Mangaoang had questioned the ^ 
acting Customs chief's order, saying it lacked 
the signature of Finance Secretary Margarito & 
Teves. 

Ricky Gantuangco, executive vice presi-a 
dent of the Professional Customs Brokers As- .: 
sociation of the Philippines (Visayas-Min- т 
danao chapter), said their organization 
would release a manifesto in support of Ma-«, 
ngaoang's continued stay in Cebu. a 

Gantuangco said his group agreed with 4 
Mangaoang that the order was unofficial 
and unlawful. Based on Executive Order 
133 issued by President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo in January, any movement at the * 
BOC would need the approval of Teves, 
he said 

Mangeoang has refused to answer media 
calls since Saturday. 

Allan Suarez, president of PhilExport, 
said his group was still deciding if they 
would issue a manifesto of support for 
Mangaoang, particularly since the move- 
ment within the bureau was purely an in- 7 
ternal matter. 

Before the revamp was ordered, talks 1 
had been circulating that Mangaoang 
would be replaced because she failed to 
meet the BOC-Cebu's collection target last 
year. EOE, 

Mangaoang had said that while she failed. 
to meet the target, she still had the highest 
collection compared to other ports in.the. 
country. 

‘She earlier cited political instability in the 
country as the reason for the drop in exports 
and imports, which, she added, also dragged 
down customs collections. 


she should not be 


woman can apply for home- 
stead if she satisfies any of the 
following conditions: (1) she 
is living separately from her 
husband and does not depend 
om him for support; (2) her 
husband is insane or physical- 
ly incapacitated, and; (3) if 
her husband is in prison serv- 
ing a term of such duration as 
would prevent him from com- 
plying with the requirement of 
the homestead law regarding 
residence. 


Quality of living 

“The bottom line here is to help. 
improve the women's quality of 
living at the same time empower- 
ing them to become better part- 
ners of men toward develop- 
ment," he said. 

Records made available by 
engineer Mama Samaon, Land 
Management Division chief in 
Koronadal City, show 66 
homestead applications re- 
ceived and approved by his of- 
fice. 

Of this number, only 11 appli- 
cants are women. Edwin Fernan- 
des, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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GMA now flies ‘new, refurbished’ Cha-cha plane 


By Christine О. Avendaño of Asian Spiritairlines on Friday. Constitution. said in a phone interview. they had been espousing a` the signature drive had favored 7 
“Chane: change, according to Unlike the administration, the The opposition, he said, had change in the sytem of govern- Charter change before. а 
FROM А TRAIN TO A PLANE the President, isa move she em. opposition has not offered an al- only been resorting to hurling me “They know that beyond poli- 
ride. the President, of any personal ternative to reforming the politi- criticisms against the govem- But today, these groups are tice this is what is needed," De. ^ 
csc she likened the ongoing agenda, but because our county cal system, according to Presi ment and it did not even have a saying that the present political fensor said. E 
med s revise the Constitution deserves a system that wil allow dental Chief of Staff Michael “bicycle” to offer system “should not be re- Gabriel Claudio, the Presi- 
toa train, which could run over us to join the ranks of Fist World Defensor. "old that some members of formed,” he said. dents adviser for political af- 
Co ponents if they didnt stand nations in 20years, Bunyesaidin The political system has been he opposition were now calling Defensor reiterated the Palace fairs, challenged the opposition * 
back. nations in20 year er comm. the problem since the agminis- for snap elections, he said that call for the opposition to join ef- to “put their money where their 
Mew, President Macapagal- “What we need, the President tration of Corazon Aquino, De- he did not find such a response forts to reform the political sys- mouth is and file a case in 
Агуй has likened Charter believes, is a new Constitution, fensor said. It was also the res “well-studied” tem through Charter change. court,” 
ange to a "new aircraft, refur- firmly grounded in the center son the country took two years ait will just chenge, the person He said his “gut fee!" was that Не said the opposition had 
change to A "Mehauled for the with no more pressures from the to bounce back from the finan- and not the system,” Defensor фе opposta was “quietly for been harassing those behind 
uxwflghtofthenewcentury" extreme ends of the political cal crisis that hit Asia in 1997, sad, (Charter change)" because it the signature drive and the 
‘Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye spectrum," Bunye said. hesaid. x He wondered why militant had so far been opposing the Commission on Elections “with 
said yesterday this was what the Ms Arroyolastweekendorsed 1 think they | (opposition) groups, suchas Sanlakasand Ak- peoples initiative “all in the all sorts of threats and innuen- 
aid yer taid in her remarks at the ongoing signature drive or have failed miserably in present. bayan, were opposed to joining realm of the media.” dos about its validity and au- 
President Salversarycelebration people's initiative to amend the ing an alternative,” Defensor the Charter change debatewhen Не said that those opposing thenticity" 
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Abalos tells critics of Cha-cha: Go to SC 


FrompageAl BETTE т epe appealed to the CBCP to open the. 

ers (43.5 million as of 2004) and at m = ity / Municipality: (2, = з parishes all over the country to 

least 3 percent of every congres- rite f y [Barangay v = people's organizations conduct- 

sional district's registered voter. К E } ing an anti-Charter change салы 
Sigaw ng Bayan and Ulap are || “aporasmon Озон Уд уму THE AVENOMENT OF ARTICLES VI AND Vi OF THE тзт CON P d 
E ва Ulap ше | Geos tes DIS тол Gc. MN ETE RO NUMEN. NOR E 4 

gat a кери SOMMER AL Pre PROVIDING AN ARTICLE XVII АЗ TRANSITORY PROVISIONS FOR THE ORDERU А "Ms Arroyo is hell-bent on 

tion bearing the proposition: ч > pushing Cha-cha despite serious 
"Do you approve of the amend- isa mederi eie 1987 Consituton. My signature heren бл зл à 


legal and moral questions. The 
ment of Articles VI and VII of the administration is trying to co-opt 


1987 Constitution, changing the the barangays. Hopefully, they 
form of government from the pre- CHR CL MN Address Birthdate] will not be able to co-opt the 
sent bicameral-presdential to a ip upon» parishes,” seid Bayan secretary 
nicamera-parliamentary system с zi general Renato Reyes Jr in a 
of government, in order to achieve | 29 баала bunan B; Dustin g statement. 
me to achieve - fz Е Е 

greater efficiency, simplicity am с mie sh А 
economy in government and pro- 34 fine М. te. Ase 
viding an Article VIII as transitory 
provisions for the orderly shi 
from one system to another?” 


Bishop Arguelles 

z 5 d A senior Catholic bishop has 
agar! erica р 

BI hives taf. Gen гана / PAT" added his voice to those against 


(ER the administration-backed peo: 
852 Bagong lipunan BF/rure |ы ЖО ples initiative. 


Petition for prohibition I ‚1 FEM Th Lipa Archbishop Ramon Аг: 
Drilon said the Senate would SE: Bt 57 A- Bagong рос BF Гар oz 21-23 УЖ. ы guelles said it looked to him like 
have no recourse but to file a peti- i ly 7 piene 


UN TOT eas the effort was being "used by the. 
Чоп for prohibition with the high MAPAS <1. Ф450 105 10 k 1 politicians for their own selfish 


tribunal if the Comelec and its reg- : «3$ we Aur ж 'urposes." 
istcars in the cities and municipali- = 3 BaGove (puna Bt / ji P. That shouldn't be. A peoples 
ties verified the signatures despite. pren Н 5q B- Pogonis punon Bt find i ^ г А initiative should be for the good 
the lack ofan enabling law. iran А ofall,” he told reporters Saturday 
“The Supreme Courthas already | 4 gears. ipi hu ә гё > after concelebrating the first 
ruled that there's no law and has is- : 1 igj: pun Mass of Manila Archbishop Gaŭ- 
sued а permanent injunction [jesse О. x E pene ILE E. = dencio Cardinal Rosales as a 
against the Comelec [from enter. f à member of the College of Cardi; 
taining any petition]. Any activity ЩО i A : nalsat the Manila Cathedral. 
contrary to that could expose the : NC Arguelles, a former military or- 
Comelec to contempt,” he said. = Гаты 200: dinary (meaning a bishop of 
Speaker Jose de Venecia said ternational Village in Las Piñas City. priests assigned to the. police and 
that the proponents of Cha-cha military), reminded the public 
would press ahead with a peo- clared that the Comelec was “per- < official and definite manner, that a people's initiative should 
рез initiative until the Supreme manent enjoined” from enter. ГУ Si [then we can file the petition},” Бе “for the people, not for politi- 
Court rules with finality on theis- taining any such petition until a he said in an interview. cians.” 
sue. “sufficient law" had been enacted e For now, there was no basis to The senators themselves are 
‘On Friday, President Macapa- to implement such a system. fle the petition, the senator said. planning to bring their battle 
gal-Arroyo endorsed the signa- Citing the ruling, Senators = D “Theoretically, Abalos can be against what they called a "bo- 
ture campaign to change the Con- Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and Joker Аг. Ў cited for contempt. But even that gus" people's initiative from ће 
stitution. Toyo said Comelec officials faced isa little problematic because [if chambers session hall to city and 
“The old-time politicians of the contempt should they push through he's brought to court], he can al- municipal halls in the country: 
status quo better stand back because with the verification process. 4 ways take back what he said side. 
this train has left the station. It is Senator Arroyo said that the эБош the verification," headed. “There are plans to bring the is- 
time for politicians to stand back or Supreme Court should stop the "| sue nationwide through a politi- 
getrun over” Ms Апоуоћай заій. Сотејес from undertaking the д Adherencetoprecedence cal action of the Senate as а 
De Venecia said that the verifi- process, and that Abalos and the This early, Drilon voiced confi- whole," Pimentel said. 
cation of the signatures would be commissioners should be ordered dence that the high court, with The idea is to enlighten th 
completed by April 15 and а toexplain their actions. A wo justices who had dissented _lic that the ongoing people 
plebiscite would be scheduled in Abalos had given the local reg- 1 Rom the 1997 ruling still sitting _tiveis “legally infirm” and "constitu- 
Sune to ratify the shift toa parlia- istrars the go-signal to verify the B Р | оп the bench, would not reverse tionally deficient he said. 
‘mentary form of government. signatures despite the Supreme e itself if the Santiago v Comelec “We will discuss the issues more 
He said an “interim parliament" Court ruling. х case were challenged. deeply before the public, and if 
to be composed of the members of ‘He and other commissioners had “The stability of the decision of necessary we will denounce thé 
the Senate and the House of Repre- argued that the high court decision the court lies in your adherence drive. We will speak at public fo; 
sentatives, would be convened as allowed the agency to prepare the to precedence. This is a prece- rums, the senator said. 2 
early as July to continue the pro- forms for such an initiative, provide dent,” the Senate President said, — Putting themselves on a colli: 
tess ofamending the Constitution. the statistics, set up signing stations disallowed by the Supreme Court Sigaw ng Bayan had claimed referring to the high court's 1997 sion course with Malacafiang, 21 
and verify the signatures of the vot- ruling. that it had gathered more than 6 decision. ‘senators last week adopted a res- 
Inadequate ers who signed the petition. He said what the Comelecwas million signatures and exceeded — Joining the Senate in opposing olution declaring as illegal the 
In its March 1997 decision оп и .. а enjoined from doing was taking the 12-percent requirement. the signature drive, a militant campaign to gather signatures in 
the Santiago v Comelec case, the "lnitiatory step’ cognizance of a petition for an — TheSenatewillfilethe petition group urged the Catholic Bishops support of Charter change 
high tribunal ruled that Republic They said they were merely initiative on Charter change. once the Comelec en banc issues Conference of the Philippines through the barangay assemblies 
‘Act No. 6735 (the Initiative and performing an administrative “For all we know, the gathering an official ‘order for the verifica- (CBCP) to exert its: ‘moral influence initiated by the Department of 
Referendum Act) was inadequate function. of signatures may not prosper. tion of the signatures and the lo- on the nation and stand up against the Interior and Local Govern- 
to cover a peoples initiative to Abalos maintained that the They may not get enough. Or calregistrars start the verification the “maneuvers, of Malacafiang” to. ment. With reports from 
amend the Constitution. verification of signatures was just they may lose interest,” Abalos process, according to’ Pimentel. revise the Constitution. Blanche S. Rivera and Christian 
“The Supreme Court also de- am “initiatory step” and was not said. “Once they make amove inan Bagong Alyansang Makabayan V Esguerra 


Firms seek rules on new power scheme 


From page Al and commercial customers who during this time due to the colder third biggest expense of а call Alyansang Makabayan and Pa- dustry wherein the supply of elec- 
meedioknowthetotalcosttous, consume at least 1 megawatt weather Hydroelectric plants are семе following labor and malakaya and consumer advo- tricity is controlled by a few IPPs? 
Dee said in a telephone interview. (MW) to choose their own power also able to produce more power telecommunications, according cate People Opposed to Warrant- Even the privatization of Napocor 
Electricity from Napocor or supplier during these months. toan industry source. Tess Electricity Rares (Power) said can lead to а new type of cartel 
IPPs pass through the linesof Na- "Ме anticipate that this offer — Lotilla Said President Macapa- Оп top of their monthly elec- Meralco's “unconditional offe" among independent power pro- 
tional Transmission Corp.andthe and its acceptance will enable galArroyo had directed Napocor ey bills, call centers usually was a smokescreen for the gov- ducers,” he said. 
Meralco network before they the industrial sector to avail it- and National Transmission Corp. have to pay between Р500 and ernmentsployto team up with “a Pamalakaya questioned the re- 
reach end-users. self of the lower time-of-use to finalize the details of the new P1,500 per hour per floor for air- new cartel.” al intent in Meralco’s offer to im- 
Dee said it would not be (TOU) rates of Napocor, help re- arrangement withintwoweeks. conditioning alone, the source Bayan said Meralco's domi- plement partial open access, par- 
enough to just find an IPP that duce the costs of doing business said. nance in the country would not ticularly with the governments 
charged a lower generation rate in the Meralco franchise area, ERC approval Some manufacturing firms, or end with the implementation of recent threat to take over the dis- 
Because companies also had to promote investments and the The scheme could be imple- those that do nothave 24/7 oper- partial open access as the Lopez tribution utility for non-payment 
consider transmission charges creation of additional jobs, and mented, however, only after the ations, can. also take advantage of group, which owns Meralco, still of P42 billion in debts to Napoc- 
and distribution wheeling rates. — push privatization forward,” En- Energy Regulatory ‘Commission Napocors TOU rates as they can maintained, holdings in both the or 
‘We've been asking for open ergy Secretary Raphael Lotilla shall have approved the mechan- shift their operations to off-peak generation and distribution sec-  “Malacafiang and Meralco's 
access all along. We were waiting had said. ics of the new arrangement, ac- hours. tors. ‘agreement was not meant to low- 
forittobeimplemented last year, The TOU scheme provides cording to the energy secretary. “Governments usthyping the er electricity rates. That's prepos- 
put it was not. Although theim- Napocor customers with flexible Опсе implemented, he said, New cartel? so-called dismantling of the terous,” Pamalakaya national 
plementation now is late, at least hourly rates that are lowest dur- Meralco's large commercial and “Obviously, we'll try to save as oligopoly with yet-to-be-seen chair Fernando Hicap said. 
it finally came," he said. ing off-peak hours, or between 10 industrial customers could take much energy as we can by using competition under an assumed. “The power utility giant mere- 
finally camey"he said. еа р and алт, апа highest dur- advantage of Napocors TOU electricity during off peak hows. level playing field, Power con- ly gave into the request of the Ar- 
step forward, We just need the ingpeakhours,orfrom 10a.m.to rates by Shifting theirloads to off- For manufacturing firms that гип venor Ramon Ramirez said ina royo administration to allow its 
rules," he said. ^ 4p.m.andfrom6p.m.to9p.m.  peakhours. 24/7, that can bea problem. But statement yesterday. IPP clients to join Meralco in 
: sundays and holidays are also Call centers can take advan- others can actually (shift to other Не doubted whether largecon- forming a power cartel, whose 
Unconditional offer considered off-peak times. tage of the TOU scheme as they power suppliers), especially sumers had options to buy cheap- operation is similar to ‘the Big 
The government recently ac- Rates are lower during the wet usually operate during the wee Napocor, which offer cheaper er electricity. ‘Three (Petron, Pilipinas Shell and 
cepted Meralco's “unconditional season, or from July to December, hours of the morning: rates,” Dee said. "Are there cheaper sources, or Chevron Philippines) in the oil in- 
cepted Метео ss bir dussial as elechricity demand usually falls Rent and elecricty are the But militant groups Bagong will this go the way of the oil in- dustry,” he said. 
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South Koreans ready 
for life with robots 


From page Al 


percent of all households in the last half 
decade, has marshaled an army of scientists 
and business leaders to make robots full 
members of society. 

By 2007, networked robots that, say, relay 
messages to parents, teach children English, 
and sing and dance for them when they get 
bored, are scheduled to enter mass produc- 
tion. 

Outside the home, they are expected to 
guide customers at post offices, or patrol pub- 
lic areas, searching for intruders and trans- 
mitting images to monitoring centers. 

Ifall goes according to plan, robots will be 
in every South Korean household between 
2015 and 2020. 

That is the prediction, at least, of the Min- 
istry of Information and Communication, 
which has grouped more than 30 companies, 
as well as 1,000 scientists from universities 
and research institutes, under its wing. 

Some want to move even faster. 

"Му personal goal is to put a robot in every 
home by 2010,” said Oh Sang-rok, manager 
of the ministry's intelligent service robot pro- 
ject. 

Reeling from the Asian financial crisis of 
1997, South Korea decided that becoming a 
high-tech nation was the only way to secure 
its future. 


‘Technology to homemakers 

‘The government deregulated the telecom- 
munications and Internet service industries 
and made investments as companies laid out 
cables in cities and into the countryside. 

The government offered information tech- 
nology courses to homemakers, subsidized 
‘computers for low-income families, and made 
the country the first in the world to have 
high-speed Internet in every primary, junior 
and high school. 

‘As with robots and most other specific 
technologies, the government has had a 
strong hand in guiding businesses and re- 
search centers. Failures have ос 
curred—most spectacularly in biotechnol- 
ogy, when the cloning scientist, Dr. Hwang 
Woo-suk, was exposed as a fraud—but the 
successes are many. 


Superfast Internet service 

Koreans have been able to watch television 
broadcasts on cell phones free, thanks to gov- 
emnment-subsidized technology. 

In April, South Korea will introduce the 
first nationwide super-fast wireless Inter- 
net service, called WiBro, eventually mak- 
ing it possible for Koreans to remain online 
on the go—at 10 megabits per second, 
faster than most conventional broadband 
connections, 

Oh, said South Korea lagged behind 
American, Japanese and European competi- 
tors in robotics but was aiming to be No. 3 
by2013. 

‘While other countries have focused on de- 
veloping military, industrial or humanoid 
robots, he said, South Korea decided three 
years ago to develop service robots that, in- 
stead of operating independently, derive their 
intelligence from being part of a network. The 
‘New York Times 
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Heavy Duty 10 Station: More durable than other local 
brand, ideal for clubhouses, hotels or gym with limited 
space. 


SPECIAL PROMO: Php. 150,000.00 only you 
ja have THEFF equipment! 1 Lat Pull; 1 Pec Deck; 1 
Alt Row; Leg Curl; | Leg extension; | Arm Сай: 1 Leg 
| Raise with Dips stop 1 Roman Сый: 1 Seated Cali 
|! Shoulder Обу; 1 incline Ply: | Lateral Bench; 2 
| Bench Press (1 narrow, 1 wide) 1 Ineline Bench Press 
(wide); | Decline Bench Press; | Squat Rock: | Plate 
Rock; 4 es бА. bar, 3 ea SI bar; 1 ea EZ bar; Dibells in 
pair with total of 1550 Ibs. assorted plats. 
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True Entertainment. 


Come and see our products at BDO/Equitable "SM Appliance Fiest 
Mega Trade Hall, SM Megamall from March 30 to April 23, 2006 


For inquiries: MANILA Tel No. 
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OFWs against Cha-cha 

A MILITANT GROUP OF OVER- united with their . Instead, EZ2 SUERTRES 
seas Filipinos workers said Satur- it destines them to even greater P p 6) 17, 

day it would do everythingtode- heights of commodification and SP x Я 
Тай the Charter change efforts of exploitation, said Migrante chair (Results above in exact order) z AN: TE 
the Arroyo administration. Connie Bragas-Regalado. 

For Migrante International, Migrante has been circulating SUPERLOTTO 6/49 » TEE T 
amending the 1987 Constitution a petition called People's Move- t4) „49 24 45 ? 4 с, 
would not improve their lot. ment Against Charter Change to © 13,9 29 29 45, eI x $ 

"RorOFWs,Cha-chawon'tmean gather signatures from OFWs, b че ч * await its members an: 


an improved welfare so that they their families and other Filipinos а iun t 
could retum homesoonandbere- around the world. Jerome Aning P77,401,000.00 4 dudo ag ote! mee T 


“Food for the Soul’ 
А complete program of spiritual activities to commemorate Holy Week has 
been lined up at the Chapel of the Holy Family from Holy Thursday through 
Easter Sunday. 
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a sumptuous picnic awaite! 
2 P | "Cati (046) 4139-657 for detalls and package rates. 
f : 2 У) ne Taal volcano Picnic Package в made possible in 4 


‘Cooperation with the Taal Lake Yacht Club. 
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Summer Bazaar 
The Highlands “Tiangge" is back! 


"The chart ies the range of stool types most commonly passed. 4 i Mes 4 1 
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CONSTIPATED E Т Curiosity Finds 
Arts and Paintings Exhibit. 


14 April, 11 AM - Exhibit Opening (Cocktails 
wil be served.) 
15716 April (10 AM - 6 PM) 


етина coats AUST TOOL 
Ware. Ho SOUD PECES Damen 


‘You ca kave daily health check looking down the toilet Tobe sty me mast equity eliminate the equivalent of wat aoe 
on eam, beats check bys wies To eme eme of what we T ic Show 
аа бу суши а o hose of мде” Gite dn H we don tee ра compl Imported want тош = Acrobatic show 
лие sinet бе cime of many chases and ihe sa danger rs AGIZMO PHONE & a GAMEBOY спы *| 
— yous shouldbe a floater, which means. thet те бой poses обес. Ч dre at stake in the Easter raffle! ES 
alay oat Howerer s a sinket, п menm gon оо eating + p 
ps C-Lium Fibre will help regulate your digestive system. f | — hegistration fee: P3o000/person ünclusiveoffood Brae sick) HEY Pin 
шеу win no preservatives, no Show 2:45 PM - The Egghunt begins! BE 
“Wy зо? Consider this, we normally cat three loa бу, оона, no additive. no седо! seen LEM ME HAE PM аА 
Vid merienda asd ай he spake bermeen, Зо we сау and oo bolas ages 
piri Ar hie Ft ake a postive dift 
TDI to ine scm, E jum Fibre to makes positive dienen to 
ыле a Teast teres os of od и dillren sages oF з er onc movement тойа 73 days, natal a 
‘compoasion st any puente. { Kine mendoi 


of Highlands Summer Campers! 


C-Lium Fibre ~ Tagaytay Highlands is an exclusive membership club i 
Activities are exclusively for club members and their guests only. 
For a healthier stomach Call the Membership Services Office at ы ^ 
кд AT  DSTREUTED BY: Tramo (046) 4132-033 for inquiries. 
SEILTE meumes lese 0916741036 
Е mercury drug PHILUSA Fiat узәк 07102932635 
лаважа omme ay acme uio томондон Mindanao: 7212606228 
[rr rw chaiübre com 


Cleansed. 
Refreshed. 
Revitalised. 


й 


о 1 We ой know how refreshing and invigorating it feels to freshen up after a hard doy. Well, imagine how your engine would 
ў feel Я you could give it the same treatment. 


Shell Helix Motor Oils contain special cleansing agents that lock away harmful dirt and deposits and condition your car's 
блата Now you con be sure your engine is not just protected but rejuvenated, revitalized and refreshed as well 


net es For a smoother, quieter drive that lasts right vp to your next oll change, choose Shell Helix Motor Oils. ; 
ol Bn 
ы ELE ZN Motoroils ; i 


GIVE YOUR CAR THAT JUST SERVICED FEELING. 
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FUNIN THESUN 


Children play a game during bath time ôn a sidewalk in Cubao, Quezon City. 
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Lifting of number-coding 
scheme in April seen 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE METROPOLITAN MANILA 
Development Authority (MM- 
DA) may start implementing 
the summertime suspension of 
the Unified Vehicular Volume 
Reduction Program (UVVRP) 
within the month. 

MMDA Traffic Operations 
Center Director Angelito 
Vergel de Dios said they were 
just waiting for the signa- 
tures of Metro Manila's local 
chief executives before they 
lift the UVVRP during the 
school break. 

‘The temporary suspension 
of the — number-coding 
scheme was proposed last 
week during the meeting of 
the agencys policy-making 
body the Metro Manila 
Council. 

Vergel de Dios said the 
proposal was based on the 
results of a study conducted 
by the ММРАз Traffic Engi- 
neering Center (TEC) in the 
summers of 2004 and 2005. 


“The comparative study 
showed that there is as much 
as 30 percent reduction in 
the number of vehicles on 
the road during the summer 
months,” he said in a phone 
interview. The 30 percent 
drop was above the reduc- 
tion in vehicular volume re- 
sulting from the UVVRR 
which is 20 percent, Vergel 
de Dios said. 


Let them drive 

"Since less vehicles are 
used during these months 
because of the school sum- 
mer break, motorists might 
as well enjoy driving their 
cars," he added. 

Vergel de Dios, however, 
said that the program's bene- 
fits would not apply in 
Makati City, “where the huge 
volume of vehicles remains 
unchanged at any given 
time.” 

“Makati is a busy district 
with a minimal number of 
schools, so the summertime 


UVVRP suspension program 
would fail to work there,” 
the MMDA official said. 


Effective until June 

Vergel de Dios said the 
program would be imple- 
mented until early June, ог 
when the school year offi- 
cially begins. 

Under the UVVRE vehicles 
must keep off the roads on 
Certain days based on the 
last digit of their plate num- 
bers. These vehicles, howev- 
ег, сай go out on the street 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p-m., 
the so-called “window 
hours.” 

Of Metro Manila's 17 
cities and municipalities, 13 
are implementing те 
UVVRP The cities of Mariki- 
na and Pasig dropped the 
scheme because they are lo- 
cated at the edge of the 
metropoli Makati and 
Pasay, on the other hand, im- 
plement the UVVRP without 
thewindow hours. 


Trader's’ route undergoes facelift 


THE METROPOLIS’ "IN- 
vestor route" has under- 
gone a successful makeover, 
thanks to a Metropolitan 
Manila Development Author- 
ity (MMDA) program. 

‘The agency officials have 
invited Metro Manila's local 
chief executives to inspect 
the roads included in the 
route which runs through 
Manila, Makati and Pasay. 

‘The 48.7-km road network 
connects the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport to ho- 
tels and destinations in the 
metropolis. 


Ee 
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"The mayors could apply 
the program to their cities 
and municipalities,” MMDA 
Traffic Operations Center Di- 
rector Angelito Vergel de Dios 
said. 


Greatly improved 

He noted that since the 
beautification program start- 
ed a few months ago, roads 
leading to the airport, Mala- 
cañang Palace, and the busi- 
ness and tourist districts in 
Makati and Manila have 
greatly improved. 

The MMDA official added 


=» 
Lam) 


that aside from the clearing 
and planting of ornamental 
shrubs on the sidewalks, un- 
sightly houses near the roads 
have been repainted while 
street implements like lights, 
footbridges and  signages 
have been installed. 

"The road beautification 
will really help in improving 
investors’ confidence in our 
country,” Vergel de Dios said. 

The P100-million beautifi- 
cation project was launched 
last year to attract tourists 
and investors to the country. 

Margaux C. Ortis 
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AUTO LOAN PROMO 


Apply Now. 


Please see Posters and Flyers for full details, or visit any PSBank or Metrobank branch. 
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Trader's wife still won't talk to cops 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


‘TWO WEEKS AFTER FOUR MEN SHOT 
her husband four times in the head in 
Pasig City the wife of slain businessman 
Leonardo Umale has sil not given a for- 
mal statement to the police. 

“We went to their house several times 
but she has not yet given a statement,” 
Pasig City Police chief Senior Supt. 
Romeo Abaring said yesterday. 

He said Clarissa, who was with her 
husband when he was killed, could pro- 
vide the police vital information about 
the descriptions of the gunmen and pos- 
sible motives behind Umale's killing. 

Clarissa earlier tagged llocos Sur 
Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson as the mas- 
termind, but Singson had denied the al- 
legation. 

In reaction, the police had said they 


could not consider Singson a suspect 
‘without a formal statement and com- 
plaint from her. 


Notyet ready 

Clarissa, however, told the Inquren 
yesterday that she was not yet ready to 
talk to the police. 

1500 don’t want to give a statement 
to the police. 1 fear that there will be a 
whitewash in the investigation,” she 
said. 

Instead, Clarissa said she and her 
family were focusing on the informa- 
tion they were receiving from the hot- 
line they had set up after offering a P10 
million reward for anyone who could 
provide information about the killing. 

“We have been receiving a lot of in- 
formation. There were consistent infor- 
‘mation about the mastermind. But we 


are still verifying these text messages,” 
Clarissa added. 

Eastern Police District director 
Charlemagne Alejandrino had earlier 
said they wanted to talk to Clarissa and 
her lawyers to look into their allega- 
tions. 

"They have been saying (Singson 
was behind the killing). We want to find 
ош what made them say that,” Alejan- 
rino had said. 


No basis 

He said that fears of a possible white- 
wash had no basis as he assured the 
family of a thorough and impartial in- 
vestigation. “We are doing our job,” he 
told the Ingumen. 

Clarissa was with her husband on 
March 16 when he was shot by four 
теп in front of the Pearl Plaza Building. 
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Woman killed in Intramuros 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
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AN UNIDENTIFIED 
woman was shot to death 
by a tricycle driver in In- 
tramuros, Manila yester- 
day morning, 

Police described the 
victim, who was wearing 
white pants and a black 
blouse, as between 30 to 
35 years old. 

A witness told police in- 
vestigators that she met 
the victim, who intro- 
duced herself as Inday, on 
Saturday night at Rizal 
Park. 

The witness said that 
after she accompanied the 
victim to her house in Ton- 
do yesterday morning, 
they decided to eat break. 

ИШИНЕН fast at a canteen in Intra- 

ee muros. 
CASE S i Upon reaching the can- 
ee RS UM oves i teen, the victim asked 

Pinaghirapang kalayaan. Huwag kalimutan.. Huwag pabayaan. money from an unidenti- 

IUS $i з fied tricycle driver, who 
shot her in the face and 
chest after a short conver- 
sation. 

Police are looking at a 
botched drug transaction. A 3 — 
аз a possible motive be- POLICE probers try to identify a woman shot dead by a tricycle 
hind the crime. driver. rova R0TON 

МЫНА War I veterans and heroes and the v 


= 110 inmates bolt | 
E-- Е; Pasay youth jail 
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The LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour is an educate 
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juvenile delin- nel from the city’s Bureau their detainee shirts at a 
пава за Вана quents escaped ЖОП ed and € ийм elude 
лазы алаа бот ve Pasay Youth Initial investigation While two of the boys 

Sut 252 иа rone Contr Register now. 1 val ^ ter sawing zd showed p the guard dis- were brought back to jail 
Pioneer: ае escolar CN EK mes li ie Men i į the bars of their cell covered the escape at shortly after their recap- 
Tes е Deadline for registration is on March 31,2006 4 Window оп Saturday around 10 p.m. and imme- ture, the eight other sus- 

i diately asked for assistance pects managed to get away. 

— night. ә 

"NE и SRM H ight. from Pasay City Jail warden The 10 inmates were ear- 
—À' Two of the suspects Supt.Nestor Velasquez. lier nabbed by the police 

were, however, recaptured Velasquez ordered his for theft, drug use and mur- 
after the lone jail guard men to go after the sus. der Margaux C. Ortiz 
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HONEST: JESSYUSON 
Honest workers 
abound at Naia 


By Nikko Dizon 


A MEMBER OF THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL 
Police-Aviation Security Group (PNP-ASG) 
has returned over P50,000 worth of cash and 
jewelry which he found inside a black bag at 
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (Na- 
ia) Centennial Terminal. 

The bag was later claimed by Paz Lyn Kor- 
pov, an American passenger. 

PO3 Rommel Arrido found the bag at the 
X-ray check that he was manning at 1:40 p.m. 
last Saturday a report from the PNPASG 


de 2 said. Arrido immediately asked the airport 
X 36 S I paging system to announce that a bag had 
been found. 
Р Returned to owner 
DELIVERED STRAIGHT TO YOUR In je бап 15 mimus Kopov ard 


and claimed the bag. Convinced that the bag 
was hers, Arrido's superiors conducted an in- 
ventory of the bag's contents in her presence. 

It yielded $940 (P49,740), 500 sterling, 
assorted jewelry amounting to $100 
(P5,000), P1,240 cash, and assorted credit 
cards. 

The incident was the fourth recorded act of 


1 honesty in a week at the Naia. 
о Р z SENN On March 24, security guard Jerry Dalit re- 
n ly ay с KS turned P15,600 in cash which he found at the 
S МӘ. Naia 1 arrival extension area. Three years 
е now and get up to 22 i: 2 - ago, he had also returned 8,000 Singapore 
тиринин dollars (P288,000) that he found at the park- 
TOPPINGS! ) ing area. 
A iulio: ol Lost wallet 
J , Last March 28, Rolando Escabusa, 28, а 
driver of Sunshine Transportation Inc., one of 
the accredited transport operators at the Na- 
ia, found a wallet ín his cab. It contained 
$1,800 and 500 Saudi riyal, identification. 
cards and credit cards. The items were later. 
returned to Benhavier Saning, an overseas 
Filipino worker leaving for Riyadh. 
Last Friday, airport porter Emmanuel 
Norte, 29, returned a blue pouch containing 
$1,200 to its owner, Nicanor Vidallon, a 61- 
year-old balikbayan, 
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French Socialists issue strike call over jobs law 


PARIS—THE OPPOSITION SOCIALIST PARTY 
called on the French Saturday to throw their 
"weight behind a nationwide strike Tuesday af- 
ter President Jacques Chirac failed to win sup- 
port for modifications of an unpopular easy- 
hire, easy-fire la 

A CSA poll indicated that 62 percent of 
French people were unconvinced by Chirac's 
television speech Friday їп which he 
promised to water down the youth employ- 
ment law he has just signed. 

Trench students and unions have been 

demonstrating for two months against the 
First Employment Contract proposed by 
Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin. The 
demonstrations on several occasions have 
yeered toward violence. 
Se Although Socialist leaders have been par- 
ticipating in the demonstrations, Saturday's 
call to arms was the first time the party had in- 
cited the bulk of the population to join the 
strike movement. 

A strike last Tuesday created transport dis- 
ruption and brought more than a million people 
ошо the streets, according to official fig- 
‘ures—and three million according to the Com- 
‘munist-led General Labor Confederation. 

The first employment contract, as pro- 
posed by Villepin, is part of a series of mea- 
sures aimed at reducing France's exceptional- 
Jy high rate of youth unemployment. 

То encourage bosses to take on inexperi- 
enced youths, it proposes that companies can 
fire workers under the age of 26 without rea- 


son at any time during their first two years of 
employment. 

Chirac signed the law but said he would 
seek new legislation to reduce the dismissal 
period to one year and require employers to 
state why they are firing someone. 

‘But Socialist party first secretary Francois Hol- 
lande rejected this, saying his party would now 
seek the total abrogation of the law, and another 
like it that applies only to small businesses. 

“| appeal to our fellow citizens to come to 
the demonstrations on Tuesday” to support 
the demand for abrogation, Hollande said. 
"We need the demonstrations to be more 
powerful, stronger. We need more people.” 

Unions see the first employment contract as 
the beginning of an attack on job security, while 
young demonstrators say it is discriminatory. 

Despite the substantial modifications pro- 
posed by Chirac, Villepin said in an interview 
to be published on Sunday that he did not feel. 
he had been disavowed by the president. 

he prime minister acknowledged that er- 
rors had been committed, but said: “We live at 
a time where there is a constant attempt to set 
some people against others. That is not my 
idea of politics and I refuse to get involved in 
this kind of game.” 

In Annecy in eastern France, more than 
300 heads of small and medium-sized busi- 
messes marched in a counter-demonstration 
оп Saturday to show their discontent against 
“the dictatorship of the mob” and the preva- 
lent “immobilism” in France. AFP 


Hundreds flee as floods 
swamp Central Europe 


PRAGUE—HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE FLED 
their flood-threatened homes across Central 
Europe with many more on standby for evac- 
ation as the levels of some rivers continued 
to rise Saturday. 

The floods appeared to have claimed a fifth vic- 
tim in the Czech Republic and neighboring Slo- 
чайда, as a 55-year-old homeless man was discov- 
ered dead near the eastem Czech town of Zabreb. 

‘The situation was most critical in the Czech 
Republic where emergency situations had 
been declared in half of the country’s 14 re- 


FIREMEN cover a dike of the South Moravian 
river of Morava near the city of Hodonin, 
Czech Republic. 5 


gions by Saturday night. 

Four regional authorities—in Central Bo- 
hemia and the Ustecky, Olomouc and Pardu- 
bice regions—announced localized emergen- 
су situations during the day. 

Emergency situations, allowing authorities 
to mobilize emergency aid, had already been 
declared in South Bohemia, South Moravia and 
the Zlin region, in the south east of the country 

‘Authorities in the city of Olomouc, in the 
east of the country, announced the evacuation 
of 2,500 people on Saturday night from those 
parts of the city most threatened by the Mora- 
va river, swollen by rain and thawing snow. 

‘The river Elbe continued to rise throughout 
the day, with the situation critical around 
Melnik, around 30 km north of Prague. The 
head of the Central Czech region, Petr Bendl, 
said that 2,000 people might have to be evac- 
uated from the town, where the Elbe and VI- 
tava rivers meet, and its surrounding area. 

Не announced an emergency situation at 
Melnik and 15 other locations across the cen- 
ter of the country late on Saturday. 

‘Within a few hours Ustecky regional governor, 
Jiri Sul, followed suit for all the cities, towns 
and villages along the river from Steti, around 20 
am north of Melnik, to the German border. 

Many people have already been evacuated 
from towns and villages along this 60-km 
stretch of the river with around 400 people 
forced to quit the most threatened parts of the 
main city, Usti Nad Labem. 

In Germany, around 300 people were evac- 
uated from their homes in Saxony's main city, 
Dresden, Friday night as the rising Elbe 
threatened to flood the historic center. 

“People will expose themselves to an irrespon- 
sible danger if they stay at home,” Dresden's 
deputy mayor wamed on Friday night. AFP 


Preachers’ wives can lead 
difficult lives, say experts 


By Woody Baird 


SELMER, TENNESSEE—MARY WINKLER 
was the quiet, unassuming wife of a 
small-town, by-the-Bible preacher, 
seemingly devoted to church and fam 

ily, But now her husband, Matthew, is 

dead and she is charged with shooting 

him in the back with a shotgun. 

‘Authorities won't discuss a motive, 
and church members say they didn't 
see any indication she was unhap- 
py But experts say preachers’ gik & 
‘wives often struggle with de- { $ 
pression and isolation, expect- 7 
ed to be exemplars of Chris- бшк 
Чап virtue while bearing 
unique pressures on their 
private and public lives. 

Gayle Haggard, author of 
“A Life Embraced: A Hopeful 
Guide for the Pastors Wife,” 
said ministers wives can feel 
isolated because of a misconcep: 
tion about leadership, since they 
and their husbands are leaders ot 
their congregations. 

They can feel trapped, she 
said, by unrealistic expectations 
"to live a certain way, to dress a certain way, 
for their children to behave a certain way" 

‘And ministers’ wives often find themselves 
handling more jobs than they expected to 
take on, said Becky Hunter, current president 
ofthe Global Pastors Wives Network. 

“You're not really hired, and yet there is 
some expectation in most church settings that 
the pastor’s wife comes along in a package 
deal," Hunter said. 

"Too often, ministers and their wives are reluc- 
tant to seek emotional help from members of 
their congregations because they're looked up to 


as leaders, said Lois ЕФан&, a former president of 
the Global Pastors Wives Network. They can be- 
come isolated, lonely and depressed. 

“This family needed help,” said Evans. 
“It зеет» like there was no place to turn 
toand no placeto talk and it became an 
explosive situation.” 

Marthew Winkler: 31, was found 
dead in a bedroom at the couple's par- 
sonage Wednesday night in Selmer, a 

town of 4,400 people about 80 
miles east of Memphis. Mary 
Winkler, 32, and her three 
young daughters were found 

‘Thursday night leaving a 

restaurant in Orange 

Beach, Alabama, about 

g 550 kilometers from 

Selmer. Orange Beach Police 

j Chief Billy Wilkins said she 

had rented a condo on the 
beach after the slaying. 

She was charged with first 
degree murder and ordered 
held without bail. Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation agent 
John Mehr said authorities 

\ know the motive for the 


‘Winkler in booking photo. ^* killing, but he would not dis- 


close it 

Mary Winkler was working part-time as a 
substitute teacher and taking college courses. 
to geta teaching certificate as well as raising 
her three children and serving the congrega- 
tion as its preacher's wife. 

"You know she was weighted down," said 
Jimmie Smith, a member of Matthew Win- 
Мег Fourth Street Church of Christ congre- 
gation and a retired psychiatric nurse. 

Defense lawyer Steve Farese refused to talk 
about the Winklers' private life or if they had 
personal troubles. AP 


STUDENTS raise their arms as they vote for a general strike during a meeting of France's student unions, April 1. je 


Iran terror response seen to US strike 


WASHINGTON—IRAN WOULD RE- 
spond to US military strikes against 
its nuclear sites with global attacks by 
intelligence operatives and Hezbol- 
lah teams, The Washington Post re- 
ported in an article on its website on 
Saturday, citing unnamed “intelli- 
gence and terrorism experts.” 

Tran would attack US targets in 
Iraq and there is “growing consensus 
that Iran's agents would target civil- 


KIZILTEPE, TURKEY—THE DEATH 
toll from a week of violent street 
clashes between Kurdish youths and 
security forces in Turkey rose to eight 
Saturday with fresh riots near the 
Syrian border. 

The violence, the worst in the pre- 
dominantly southeast Kurdish region 
for years, has been flaring since Tues- 
day, raising fears of renewed ethnic 
bloodshed in the EU-hopeful country. 

One person was killed and 16 oth- 
ers, including seven policemen, were 
injured as stone-throwing demon- 


ians in the United States, Europe and 
elsewhere,” The Post said 

“US officials would not discuss 
what evidence they have indicating 
Tran would undertake terrorist ac- 
tion,” itsaid. 

But the article quoted one “senior 
official” as saying that the matter is“a 
huge issue" and another saying it “is 
consuming a lot of time” in the US in- 
telligence apparatus. 


Kurdish protesters rampage 


strators battled special police units in 
Kiziltepe, near the Syrian border, lo- 
cal Gov. Mehmet Kilelar told Anatolia 
news agency. 

He said 30 rioters were detained 
during the violence in which an angry 
crowd stoned shops, torched a bank 
and ransacked a tax office, prompting 
security forces to respond with tear 
gasand warning shots. 

Protesters also vandalized the offices 
of the ruling Justice and Development 
Party and an opposition party 

Special forces were deployed in the 


Intelligence officials declined to 
say whether they have detected 
“preparatory measures" by Iran's for- 
eign-based operatives, such as more 
surveillance, counter-surveillance or 
message traffic, The Post said. 

The Post article comes amid increased 
international tension over Iran's nuclear 
program, which some nations say is 
aimed at building atomic bombs. Iran 
saysthe program iscivilian, Reuters 


in Turkey 


town, where stones and overturned 
garbage bins littered the streets, an 
AFP photographer said. 

Scufles were also reported in 
Silopi, at the Iraqi border, and Yuk- 
sekova, further to the east. 

The clashes erupted Tuesday in Di- 
yarbakir, the central city of the re- 
gion, when Kurdish youths shouting 
vengeance" attacked police after fu- 
nerals for separatist Kurdish militants 
killed in fighting with the army. 

Three children were among the 
victims of the riots. AFP 
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Going very, very, very fast. 
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Certified Pre-Owned Units: 
моо. 

BMW F650CS 

BMW F650GS 
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BMWR1200GS 
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BMW F650CS 
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WILEAGE (a ne.) 
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4500 
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9000 


‘Azure Blue Metallic 
Iceberg Silver Metallic 
Dark Ferro Metallic 
Desert Yellow 


500,000.00 
570,000.00 
780,000.00 
910,000.00 


"MILEAGE (in ume.) 
11200 
12000 


SRP 
410,000.00 
650,000.00 


Titanium Silver Metallic 
Pacific Blue/ Alpine White 


Autohaüs BMW. The BMW Experience. 


184 E. Rodriguez Jr. Avenue, Libis, Quezon City 
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Music, prayer, promises 


Catholic world marks anniversary of Pope's death 


KRAKOW, POLAND—POLAND 
and the rest of the Catholic 
world on Sunday commemo- 
rates the first anniversary of the 
death of Pope John Paul II, with 
his successor Benedict XVI, 
leading a special Mass in Rome. 

In Poland at 9:37 p.m. (3:37 Monday in 
Manila), the hour of John Pauls death on 
April 2, 2005, hundreds of thousands of be- 
lievers at open-air Masses will raise flickering 
candles toward the heavens. 

‘At the same time Pope Benedict will look 
down on St. Peter’s Square in Rome and recite 
the rosary. 

Visitors will be able to view exhibitions 
about the late Pontiff’s 104 foreign visits and 
the special relationship he forged with the 
Jewish people. 

In 1986, he became the first pope in history 
to visit a synagogue. He prayed at the Wailing 
Wall in Jerusalem in 2000, and also several 
times at Auschwitz-Birkenau, the Nazi Ger- 
man death camp in southern Poland where 
some 1.1 million people died, most of them 
Jews. 

His successor, German-born Benedict, will 
also pray at Auschwitz-Birkenau when he vis- 
"its Poland in May. 

‘The tributes will continue into Monday, 
‘when Pope Benedict XVI will celebrate Mass 
in Saint Peter's Square. 

John Paul died on a Saturday, and com- 
memorations began in earnest in his former 
home of Krakow on Saturday. 

At noon, two buglers who sound the hour 
from the spire of Our Lady's Basilica in the 
heart of Krakow played "Barka," John Paul I's 
favorite song. 

In homage to the late Pope, the buglers’ 
“Barka” will fil the air in Krakow on the first 
‘Saturday of each month, at 9:37 p.m. 

Krakow, the Pope’s home for four 


‘THE BODY of Pope John Paul It lies in state in Saint Peter's Basi 


5, 2005 photo. 


decades as priest, bishop and cardinal, be- 
fore his surprise election to the papacy in 
1978, has been draped in the papal colors 
of yellow and white, alongside the city's 
own flag. 

Candles flickered in front of what has come 
to be known as “the Pope's window" at the 
episcopate, from which Cardinal Karol Wojty- 
1а and later Pope John Paul П would speak to 
Krakows faithful. 

‘A mosaic of thousands of tiny photographs 
of ordinary people, worked into a huge por- 
trait of John Paul II, hung on the facade of the. 
episcopate. Underneath were the words: 
"Thank you РИ” 

In the late afternoon, newly installed Car- 
dinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, celebrated Mass for 
the late Pope at Wawel Cathedral 

“We can state today that he was truly a 
prophet of Jesus Christ,” Dziwisz, a longtime 


at the Vatican in this April 
палес 


friend of Wojtyla and John Paul I's devoted 
personal secretary during his 26-year pontifi 
cate, said in his homily. 

“Weare once again united by our great love 
and gratitude for John Paul If,” he told the 
faithful gathered for the Mass, among them 
Polish Prime Minister Kazimierz 
Marcinkiewicz. 

Also on Saturday, a Polish-based tribunal 
hearing testimony into whether the late John 
Paul Il should be beatified wrapped up its 
vestigations, saying several possible miracles 
that could have been worked by him were be- 
ing studied. 

Proof of one miracle attributed to John 
Paul П is required before he can be beati- 
fied, the first step toward sainthood. A sec- 
ond miracle attributed to his intercession 
with God would be necessary for full saint- 


Despite risks, freed 
reporter loved Iraq 


By Robert Worth су and condemning the US pres- 
ence, adding that she felt “guilty” 
about being released when Iraqis 
were still suffering. 

In her first comments about 
that tape, in a statement released 
Saturday by the newspaper she 
has written for, The Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor, she said her partic- 
‘pation was coerced, 

“During my last night of captiv- 
ity, my captors forced me to par- 
ticipate in a propaganda video" to 

secure her release, 
the statement 
said. “I was living 
in a threatening 
environment, un- 
der their control, 
and wanted to go 
home alive. So 1 
agreed.” 

She said that 
her comments on 
the tape were not 
her own views, 
and that her kid- 
mappers һай 
threatened һег 
many times. She 
called them "criminals, at best.” 

Through her captivity, Car- 
roll struck a chord in the Arab 
world as well as in the West, 
perhaps in part because of her 
passionate attachment to Iraq 
and its people. Conservative Is- 
lamist politicians in Iraq issued 
emotional pleas for her re- 
lease, аз did some of the most 
militant anti-American groups 
in the Middle East, like Hamas 
and the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Her pretty, earnest face—usu- 
ally framed by a traditional 
Muslim head scarí—became 
familiar on television screens 
around the world. NYT 


ONE WARM NIGHT LAST FALL, 
Jill Carroll sat at a patio table in 
Baghdad with a group of 
friends, ticking off the many 
dangers journalists face in Iraq. 

Kidnapping was high on the 
list, along with car bombs and 
random shootings. 

But Carroll, 28-year-old free- 
lance reporter one of whose best 
friends was killed in а suicide 
bombing a few 
months earlier, 
said she could not 
imagine leaving. 

“Tve — never 
been as happy as 
lam here,” she 
said. “It sounds 
strange and kind 
of morbid to say 
it, but I really 
love this place.” 

Only а few 
months later, Car- 
rol herself be- 
came one of the 
most lurid items 
in the story that meant so much 
to her. After being kidnapped on 
a west Baghdad street in Jan- 
vary she was held captive for 82 
days by armed militants who 
twice issued threats to kill her if 
their demands were not met. 
They released three videotapes 
in which she is alternately seen 
calling for the release of female 
Iraqi prisoners and sobbing in 
terror as she pleads for help. 

їп the end, her captors freed 
her for no clear reason, dropping 
her off on Thursday on a street 
not far from where she was tak- 
en. They also posted a videotape 
of her praising the Iraqi insurgen- 


—— 


FACE of Iraq in a c 


“Umuwi ka ngayon din 
or else... papakasalan ko 
‘tong. best prend mol” 


Sa Superferry Mega-Tipid Trips 


Tawag na sa 528-7000 


www.SuperFerry.com.ph 


Biyahe ora mismo, walang patsamba-tsamba! 


Sa iba, madalas limited ang promo. Sa Superferry, 
'o iskedyul. All-in na ang mababang presyo. 
Kasing laki ng 2 balikbayan boxes ang libreng bagahe. 


megatipid ka anumang tiket, destinasyon 
Walang added charges at taxes. 
May ticket delivery pa! 


— 
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Salvacion saves 
Kings with trey 
in extra time 


GENETIC BALDNESS: 


Restore Your Hair at Svenson! 


"| inherited baldness from my father. At 19, my crown 
area started thinning out and the rest of my hair just 
continued receding, | remember that someone actually 
mistook me for being the father of my wife. My friend 
recommended Svenson's Non-Surgical Hair 
Integration Method. Now, | look 
younger and I've noticed how my wife 
always clings to me whenever we 


By June Navarro 


IT REALLY WAS HIS DAY. 


Sunday Salvacion nailed a three-pointer 
with the clock winding down as Barangay 
Ginebra escaped with a 91-88 overtime vic- 
tory over Alaska last night in the Gran 
Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

The former NCAA MVP from the College of St. 
Benilde received the inbound from Jayjay Hel- 
terbrand then scored with eighth-tenths ofa sec- 
ond left to give the Kings their second straight 
win. 

"^ft (the pass) wasn't really intended for Sun- 
day (Salvacion) but the passing lanes to Marc 
(Caguioa) and Eric (Меп) were too tight,” said 
Barangay Ginebra coach Siot Tanquingcen. 

Salvacion finished with five points. 

With barely no time remaining, the Aces re- 
sorted to a catch-and-shoot ploy that saw Don 


Allado miss atthe buzzer 

‘The goat for the Aces, who dropped to their 
second straight loss and fell to 3-4 overall, was 
Nic Belasco, who blew two free throws, resulting 
in the 82-82 tie at the end of regulation play. 

Ginebra rose to 4-3 with the win. 

In the second game, San Miguel went on a 
tear in the fourth period and then held off Talk N 
Text fora 94-90 victory. 

The scores 

First Game 

GINEBRA S1 Caguica 25, Merk 22, Heterbrand 21, Ad- 
duci Santos 6, Salvacion 5, Holper 4, Ferreria 2. 

ALASKA B Cariaso 20, Alado 18, Dela Cruz 13, Belasco 
13, Wison 10, Cortez 10, Thoss 4, Hognatn 0. 

(Quarters: 21-29, 37-45, 57-61, 8282, 91-88. 

Second Game 

SAN MIGUEL 94— See 25, Hontiveros 24, 806017, 
"асва 15, Cabiay 4, Noble 4, Peña 4, Kong O, Adrano 0. 

ТИК TEXT 90—Cardora 21, Mier 21, Tala 18, 
Carey 13, Alapag 9, Ferriols 5, Avenido 3, Meneses O, йпю 0. 

Quaters 22:23, 49-46, 76-70, 94-90 


2oL Sport 


Чы оош Svenson works wonders? 
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Noli de Leon, Businessman 


TOMAS MORATO 
3/F CKB Center 


BINONDO 
ү Federal Tower 
Bido. 


Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


End Your Hair Loss Misery Today 


ALABANG CEBU 
AIF Citibank-Frabelle TEL: 234-0851 
TIF Keppel Centre. 


Drop by your nearest dealership and test drive any Focus. You might just end up in Paris, France 


to watch the Final of Europe's most prestigious 


football tournament. Raffle draw will be held 


at the culminating event on April 29 at The Fort. 


A64 fx: SA Fr mental зн 
i é mo. 


Fuel Journeys, Fuel Success..3 
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i Juvic rules tough Korean 


PAGUNSAN: Sudden-death win 


By Jong Arcano 


THERES A NEW TOUR FOR JUVIC PAGUN- 
san to explore and possibly conquer. 

‘After winning his first professional event on 
local soil, Pagunsan hit it big anew when he 
topped the Korean Tour qualifying touma- 
ment in dramatic fashion yesterday at the 
famosa Golf Resort in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 


Pagunsan, who won the The Country 
Club Invitational only last February, beat 
Rafael Ponce of Ecuador, a familiar fixture 
in Philippine tournaments, with a par on 
the second hole of a sudden-death playoff. 

Pagunsan capped a sterling perfor- 
mance with a S-under-par 67 in the final 
round that allowed him to tie Ponce at 
279. He had earlier rounds of 70, 72 and 
70. Ponce scored 70, 69, 70 and 70. 


Pagunsan is also a cardholder on the 
Asian Tour. 

Antonio Lascuna also earned his Korean 
"Tour card, placing 10th out of the 27 play- 
ers who made it. He scored 72-73-71-68. 

“Two other Filipinos, Mars Pucay and Or- 
lan Sumcad, failed to make it. Pucay lost 
on a countback for the 27th and last slot. 

There are 16 legs on the Korean Tour, 
each with a minimum purse of at least 
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$200,000. The first leg will be played in 
two weeks time. 

“It’s a big opportunity for us," Lascufia 
told the INgUuIRER in Filipino. "It may not be ; 
a big tour but at least we'll have a chance? 
to compete for prize money.” 

With no regular tour to keep them busy, 
the Filipino pros can ony hope for events? 
like the TCC hosted by Ricky Razon to eam 
aliving. 


ewels regain 
share of lead; 
Titans prevail 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


AL MAGPAYO UNLOADED 22 POINTS AS 
the Montaña Jewels repulsed the Magnolia 
Spinners, 68-60, to gain a piece of the lead 
in the PBL Unity Cup yesterday at the Oli- 
varez College Sports Center in Parafiaque. 

Magpayo provided the offensive punch with 
the injured Alex Compton going scoreless in 24 
minutes of action, hitting a clutch three-pointer 
that gave the Jewels a decisive 64-58 lead, with 
less than two minutes to go. 

‘Top rookie draft pick Larry Rodriguez also de- 
livered, contributing 13 points as the Jewels 
dimbed into a tie with the idle Rain or Shine 
Painters at 3-0. 

Earlier, newcomer TeleTech battled back from 
18 points down to register its first victory with a 
‘convincing 78-69 decision of Granny Goose. 

Trailing 33-51 at the start of the third period, 
the Titans, mentored by rookie coach Jery 
Codifera, came up with a 20-1 bomb starring 
Ariel Capus to grab the lead at 53-52. 

Capus scored 11 of his 20 points in the third 
quarter as the Titans improved to 1-2 in a tie with 
Magnolia, Hapee-PCU and Granny Goose. 


Spring Oil-Paranaqu 


SPRING COOKING OIL-PARANAQUE SPOILED THE 
debut of Laguna, 86-83, for its second straight victory in 
the northern division of the 2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC 
national basketball championship Saturday at the Lyceum 


gym in Intramuros. 


Mark Yee topscored with 15 points as the Cooking Oil 
Masters of NBC president Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla and Vice. 
Mayor Anjo Yllana recorded their best start in the tourna- 
ment supported by Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Natures 
Spring Mineral Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, 


Firefly Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 


] “I didn't expect to 
win this early” said 

Codiñera. "The boys 

just worked hard.” 

The Toros were 
stil up, 65-60, early in 
the fourth | quarter 
‘when the Titans or- 
chestrated а 12-2 rally that put them on top for 
good at 72-67. 

The scores: 

First Game 

TELETECH 78--Сариз 20, Bughao 13, Duncl 9, бең 9. 
Dolo 7, Latoreno б, Estrada б, Mendoza 4, Vitamin 2, Sera 
2, Magdaaro 0. Merz 0. 

GRANNY GOOSE 68 nz 16, Quan 10, baies 9, La- 
toro 8, Ает 8, Dela Pe S Santos 4, rao 4, 5023 
Mad 2, Concha 0, Cervantes O, Gavino 0, David O. 

Quarters: 14-28, 3-48, 55-59, 7669 

Second Game 

MONTAÑA 68—Mogpayo 22, Rodiguez 13, Esp 10, 
Оба Cuesta б, Guerrero 6, Junta 5, Vergara З Baguion 2, 
Bonus 1, Bono 0, Compton 0. 

MAGNOLIA G0-— ortos 12, Co 12, Wiliams 11, Valenzuela 
8,705, Б 5 Jones 4, Chan 2, Miso 0, Bodeo 0. 

Quarters: 20-19, 41-35, 5247, 68-60 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(FEU Gym) 
2p ri.—Montalia 
wsRdnorSüme | 
4pm—loyoaüts | 
vs TeleTech 


tre Manila, 86-79, in the other game. 


‘The scores: 


‘Mamaclay poured 18 of his 26 points in the second half 
to give the Pangasinenses their first win in two games while 
dealing the Manilans their second straight loss- 


“А 


ALASKA'S Don Allado (right) looks the wrong way as Romel Adducul of 
Ginebra grabs the rebound unmolested yesterday. Story on A29 suoreseus 


e makes it 2 in a row 


“The boys followed our game plan,” said Spring- 
Parafiaque coach Efren “Yong” Garcia after Spring ripped its 
old partner the Laguna Pistons of Gov. Teresita “Ningning” 
Lazaro and Sta. Rosa Mayor Joey Katindig. 

Melvin Mamaciay proved too hot to handle as the Pan- 
gasinan Hundred Islands outlasted Bacchus/Harbour Cen- 


(Quarters: 16-20, 3887, 0042, 85-63 


Pied. 
‘Quarters 194,954, 5-54, 86-79 


"WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM A ВЕСУ. 
дей steak? 

‘One: It sure would be less juicy. 

What else? 

There's always the great risk of it playing 
tough, unmannered. E 

What do you mean? 

Опе candielit dinner could tum into a tug of- 
war, a nightmarish battle for gum and teeth, а. 
test of table manners and wits, if you please. 

"Why are you asking? We don't сапу old 
steaks. 

‘Come on, you're missing the point. 1 phoned 
to call your attention to what you reported last 
time, when you said Manny Pacquiao has been. 
hard-selling recycled Mexican meat. 

‘Well, you could always сай in the floor man- 
ager, have the entire dish replaced. Or you 
could move to another place, have something 
fresh and tender. 

No way its too late, we can't walk outon this 
one. You can do all sort of gimmicks but Oscar 
Larios, whom the Pacman is scheduled to fight 
at Araneta Coliseum daytime on July 2, can be 
honestly peddled only as old, second-class 
meat 

Fine. That means he would be tougher, hard- 
ertobeat. 

Wrong, youre wrong again. Larios ако 
promises to be tender, obedient, if hopelessly 
juiceless. 

Listen, please. To those who have just 
tuned in, that foregoing piece of conversa- 
tion was not scripted. 

Your reporter here got the call from a very 
concerned friend and patron of sports, a 
boxing scholar who considers himself re- 
tired. He said he had been advised by his 
son, a physician, to stay out of serious de- 


Old meat Larios could also be tender, soft 


Bare EYE 


Recab Trinidad g 


bates, mainly when it comes to boxing, his 
original love. 

Anyway our dear friend, who has request- 
ed anonymity, said he has disobeyed doc- 
tor'sorders. 

Reason: he had to set the record straight. 

Our adviser went on to solemnly an- 
nounce that Pacman Inc. has no business 

Larios as brand new Neither should 
they peddle him as a tough Mexicano. 

‘This was the same Larios who suffered a 
nasty knockdown, the same Mexican macho 
who was floored by an obscure Japanese pug in 
Tokyo this time last year. 

Wow, that's something new, sir. 

Tm a 110 percent sure, he continued. You 
сап ask either Quinito Henson or Salven 
Lagumbay, who both keep faithful records of 
rated boxers. 

Mr. Henson, reputed to be a walking ency- 
 dlopedia of sports, was busy rushing a master- 
piece on Pacquiao for a special magazine on the 
boxing hero, which promises to be a collectors 
item, 

So heres Salven Lagumbay, international 
boxing judge and boxing scholar: 

“Yes, Larios indeed suffered a knockdown in 
"Tokyo, but he went on to win by unanimous de- 
cision over his Japanese foe. 


“Honestly, I think Larios isn't a pushover. He 
might end up beating Pacquiao. Styles make 
fights and Larios is superior in this area.” 

‘We passed this piece of information to our 
friend, who had warned us about the true sta- 
tus of Larios. He replied: 

"Yes, he won by unanimous decision, but it 
was not an easy one. However, you cannot es 
cape the fact that the Japanese Юе was a mere. 
aspirant, maybe not тшу fit to slug it ош with 
an intemationalist. That alone should speak 
volumes on the alleged durability of Larios 
who, by the way is also coming to Manila from 
a defeat against Israel Contreras, Pacquiao's fa- 
vorite sparmate at Wild Card." 

Manny Pacquiao Promotions, through top 
man Eric Pineda, announced last week that 
the contract for the Pacquiao-Larios fight at 
the Big Dome has been sealed. 

In fact, Pineda bared, no less than Michael 
Buffer has been contracted to do the barking 
for the stellar card, which most likely will be 
labeled Thrilla in Manila П. 

‘Told of this development, our friendly ad- 
viser lost his cool. 

“That's one punch below the belt of poor 
Juan dela Cruz, he cried. They are spending 
$17,000 just to bring in Buffer, that's foul, 
grossly unpatriotic. 

What should've been done instead? 

Well, in the first Thrilla, Joe Cantada did 
the ring announcing chore and he made us 
all very proud before the whole world. 

‘Are you ready to propose someone else? 

‘They should use a local talent, this is an- 
other chance to show the world what stuff 
Pinoys are made of. Our immigration and la- 
bor people should disallow this jeopardy. 


‘SPRING-PARASIAQUE 86—88 15, Moras 14, De Castro 10, Reyes 9, 

‘Berson & Tongo 8, Manual 6, YambaoS Neo 5, Capobes 4, Море 2. 
LAGUNA 63—Doningo 21, Proceso 13, Roda 9, Nugd 4, Нам 4, 

‘Vero 4 Bayon 2, Alinaso 2, Marangon 2 Fortis 2 tao 0, Nolasco O. 


PANGASINAN 86—Namaciy 26, Aquino 13, Tokina 12, Lopez 11, 

Ruiz, Tiongson 7, Sese 4, Malares 2, Ton 2, ambo 0, Valdez 0 Menor O. 
 BACCHUSIRARBOUR 78—Eponchéan 23, Prbchas 18, Membre 12, 

Hardin 11, Cuevas 9, Sa. Cruz 4, Reroma 2, Padila 0, Coysang O, Reta, 


Thisis unpalatable. 
= s 


La Salle All-Stars trounce Far Eastern five 


DOMINIQUE UY TOPSCORED 
with 16 points and the La Salle 
All-Stars cruised to their second 
straight win, a 79-65 rout of Far 
Eastern University, in the Total- 
Filoil-Flying-V Homegrown Cup 
at the San Juan gym. 

La Salle made it a double victo- 


Dwight 


ry by beating the FEU Baby Tama- 
raws, 79-70, in high school play. 


Bautista added 12 points each as 
the Archers alumni of coach Gab- 
by Velasco rallied from a 29-32 
halftime deficit to prime them- 
selves up for Saturdays match 


lago and ‘Tyrone Narvasa, 


falling to the Letran 


with bitter rival Ateneo. 

‘The Blue Eagles of coach Chito 
meanwhile, 
their second straight setback, 


coach Itoy Esguerra, 69-62. 
The Ateneo Eaglets denied Le- 
tran a double celebration by edg- 


ing the Squires, 70-65, in the tour- 
nament sponsored by Shell and 
Globe and supported by Banco de 
Oro, Bank of Commerce, Security 
Bank, Accel, Sunbolt, Millenium 
Plans, Immuvit, X-24, Gerry's Grill, 
Inihaw Circle, PBCom and Solar 
Sports. 


absorbed 


Knights of 


Taiwanese, 
Ukrainian 
netters 
take 2 titles 


CHINESE TAIPEIS LEE HSIN-HAN AND UK- 
raines Khrystyna Antoniychuyk captured the sin- 
gles tiles then scored in the doubles for good 
measure yesterday in the 17th Mitsubishi Lancer 
tennis championships at the Rizal Memorial Ten- 
nis Center. 

The third-seeded Lee unleashed his powerful ; 
forehand to turn back second seed Sho Aida of 
Japan, 7-6 (2), 5-7, 64, and claim his fourth сот 
secutive boys singles victory after winning three ^ 
tournaments in Bangladesh this year. 

"The weather was too hot, I couldn't breathe,” 
said the 18-year-old Lee, who is ranked No. 17 in. 
the world. He also prevailed over the Japanese, 
‘who reached the boys’ third round in this year’s 
Australian Open, in ast year's Japan Open. 

Antoniychuk, the second seed, displayed pa- 
tience from the baseline to score a 6-2, 6-4, victo- 
ту over top seed Sacha Jones of New Zealand, 6- 
2, 64, in the girls’ finals. 72 

“Tmn so thrilled to win,” said the 15-year-old 
Antoniychuk, her country top junior netter who 
‘won her second straight title. “It takes a lotto win 
against [Jones]. I learned a lot from her today.” 

lee later returned with compatriot Peng 
Hsien-yin to down Aida and Fumiaki Kita, 62, 7- 
6 (7), and daim the boys’ doubles ttle in this 
Group 1 event supported by Wilson balls, Accel 
and Traders Hotel. 

‘Antoniychuk matched Lee's feat by teaming up 
with Austrian Nikola Hofmanova to clinch the 
giris’ doubles crown over the unranked Chinese. 
pair of Zhou Yu Miao and Guo Xuan Yu, 6-4. 6/7 
(0,61. 

Aida, the singles runner-up in the Genting ITF 
Janiors in Malaysia two weeks ago, came back: 
from losing the tiebreak in the first set to domi- 
nate Lee and forge a deciding third set. 

‘The Japanese, who is ranked No. 10 in the 
world, sustained his momentum to take a 42 
lead in the third set before the Taiwanese got his 
second wind and won the next four points to 
wrap up the match in two hours and 55 minutes. 

“Thad my chance but | missed,” said Aida, who 
eliminated Lee's countryman Peng Hsien Yin in 
the semifinals. ‘Mare Anthony Reyes 


"t 
SPORTSWATCH 


Red Cubs nail Tangkad Sagad crown 
FRANCIS MUNSAYAC SCORED ON A TWISTING LAYUP IN THE DYING SEC- 
‘nds to Ht San Beda-Manla over St. Scholastica-Pampanga, 22-21, Saturday 
and bag the national championship of the first Cherifer Tangkad Sagad bas- 
Жарай toumament atthe Tiendesitas Peoples Vilage in Pasig Ciy. Munsayao, 
who topscored forthe Red Cubs with 10 points, stole the Бай trom Lexter 
Manalo with 6.1 seconds before hitting the winning basket. "t instructed the 
boys to apply a doubie trapping defense and go straight to the basket in case 
ofa steal" said a jubilant Red Cub coach Nol Mejos. "I worked.” Bryan 
 Mangid led the Pampanga dribblers of mentor Greg Bugayong with seven 
points. Marist School finished third in the tournament supported by Adidas. 
Champion coach Yeng Guiao of Red Bull together with Cherifer product man- 
ager Tom Meneses, toumament director Ato Badolato and event organizer 
Bernard Ocampo, awarded the trophies. 


PSA Forum tackles Tour Pilipinas 

THE 2006 TOUR PILIPINAS-PADYAK PINOY TAKES CENTER STAGE IN A 
special session of the PSA Forum tomorrow at the main function room ofthe. 
Pantalan Restaurant n Manila. Heading the guests in the public sports pro- 
gram aired over Sport Radio 918 and sponsored by Pagcor and Marila May- 
Gr Lito Atienza are defending champion Warren Davadila, 2008 winner Amel 
‘Quirimit and the eight other captains of the 10 teams vying in the 10-day Tour. 
They wil be joined by Tour organizer Dynamic Solutions Inc. officials, headed 
by Gary Cayton, the advertising manager of Tour presentor Tanduay, Larry Li, 
and Phlipine National ycing Association president Paquito Rivas. 


Mayor Sagun golf at Sherwood Hills 

THE FIRST MAYOR JUN SAGUN GOLF TOURNAMENT, A FRIENDLY COMPE- 
iion fora cause, wil be heid on Friday atthe Sherwood Hils Golf Ciub in 
"rece Martires, Cavite. Tee off ime s from 7 to 10 am. Mayor Sagunishold- „| 
ing the 18-hole toumey to help various charitable projects in Trece Martires 

City. Major sponsors include the Sherwood Hills Golf Club, Industrial Galva- 
‘izers, Cavdeal, Rezcoat, Pure Bev. and Pure and Rich. Sagun will be joined in 
the event by at least 120 friends and supporters. For inquiries, call Raymond 
Bunquin of Sherwood Hills at (046) 419-0558. 


PCAP 5-cock derby gets going 

THE BATTLE FOR THE PINOY COCKERS ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES 
(PCAP) Cocker of the Year tite resumes at 5 p.m. today at the Макай Colse- 
um via a 5-cock derby with 70 fights on tap. The PCAP Cocker of the Year and 
the runners-up wil get cash prizes totaling P2 millon, sa promoters Lto 
Orillaza, Rudy Salud and William Co. Of the cash pot, P1 million: will come 
from sponsor San Miguel Corp. makers of -Meg Derby Ace Premium For- 
uia Jake Macasaet leads with 20 points, but closing In on him are Orllaza 
(185), Richard Bates and Nicetas Katigbak (18) and Butchoy Olano (18) 


300 entries vie for SJC fastest win today 
A GUARANTEED PRIZE OF P574,000 AWAITS THE WINNERS IN A FASTEST 
Win One-Cock Ulutan which res of at 7 am. today at the San Juan Collse- 
um. More than 300 cockers and breeders are taking part in the competton. 
Sponsored by Sagupaan Complaxor 3000. Host Aba Badiola sald fights would 
фе held until 12 midnight. As bonus to the early birds, a 14-inch color TV will 
фе given to tho first 10 winners whl he frst 10 losers et an electric fan. The 
"rito 2th winners wil win a mountain bike each. The fastest winner will get 
a Honda ХАМ motorcycle plus P50,000. Second to fith placers gat one Hon- 
ia ХАМ each. For inquiries, call 0917-8264018, 725-8563 or 725-5960. 
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FLORIDA Gator Joakim Noah (left) foils an attempt by the George 
Mason Patriots Will Thomas. The Gators also spoiled the Patriots’ bi 
fora Cinderella finish in the US NCAA. палез 


Kuznetsova claims 
Florida tennis title 


i PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


INDIANAPOLIS—UCLA WILL FACE FLORI- 
da for the NCAA meris basketball champi- 
onship after easing to comfortable victories 
inthe semifinals on Saturday. 
Eleven-time champion UCLA bolted to a 
15-pointlead by halftime en route to a 59-45 
victory over Louisiana State, while Florida 
‘ended the fairytale run of George Mason 
with a 73-58 win. 
Winning a 12th consecutive game, 


UCLA (32-6) built a 39-24 lead by halftime to 
wipe out LSU's hopes of making its first appear- 
ancein the title game. 

А jam by senior center Ryan Hollins from an 
alley-oop pass by sophomore guard Jordan Far- 
mar ended a 6-1 streak by UCLA to open the sec- 
‘ond half and give the Bruins a 45-25 lead. 

"We beat a very good team tonight, an out- 
standing team,” UCLA coach Ben Howland told 
reporters. 


LeBron win 
duel vs Wade 


CLEVELAND—LEBRON JAMES 
posted his 10th career 
triple-double to come out 
on top in his showdown 
with Dwyane Wade as 
the Cleveland Cavaliers 
cooled the Miami Heat, 
106-99, on Saturday. 


James had 47 points, 12 rebounds. 
and 10 assists while Wade had a sea- 
son-high 44 points as fans were treat- 
ed to a duel between two of the NBAS 
marquee young stars 

“I haven't seen players do that in a 

long, long time,” Miami coach Pat Riley 
told reporters after the game. 

James and Wade went toe-to-toe 
for most of the night before James fi- 
nally put the Cavaliers ahead to stay 
with an electrifying slam dunk with 

1:13 remaining. 
“We are great friends,” James told reporters. 

“We love competing against one another” 


KRY BISCAYNE, FLORIDA—FOR 
90 minutes Svetlana Kuznetsova 
kept Maria Sharapova on the run, 
dashing from corner to corner in 
vain pursuit of a championship. 

Asa weary Sharapova found her- 
self on the verge of defeat, she went 
serambling yet again after a shot 
and exclaimed, Аун” 

The crowd laughed, and 
Kuznetsova won the exchange to 
reach match point. The former US 
Open champion then finished with 
an ace for her first tide in 18 months, 
beating Sharapova, 6-4, 6-3, Satur- 
day at the Nasdaq-100 Open. 

^T was not expecting this, but I 
was doing my best" Kuznetsova 
said. "I wanted this trophy badly" 

Seeded 12th, she won the all-Rus- 


sian final thanks to a superior serve 
and forehand, repeatedly driving 
Sharapova into one comer and then 
hitinga winner into the other. 

‘The No. 4-seeded Sharapova fin- 
ished as runner-up at Key Biscayne 
for the second year in a row She Said 
she was “a lite tired” after winning 
11 consecutive matches this month, 
including the final at indian Wells. 

“Physically it was very difficult to 
keep up with Svetlana today" 
Sharapova said. "T just wasn't physi- 
cally ready to run down a lot of 
balls.” 

‘And what about the exclamation, 

гу" 

"Ar that point in the match," 
Sharapova said, "maybe if you 
laugh, something will happen.” AP 


REIGNING 
World 
‘Champion 
Fernando 
Alonso of 
Spain punches 
the air in his 
Renault after 
winning the 
Australian 
Formula One 

| Grand Prix 
Melbourne. 
Alonso won 
the third race 
ofthe 2006 FI 
GP season 
having started 
third on the 
grid. 


— m 


Alonso foils Raikkonen, 
rules Aussie Grand Prix 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA— 
World champion Fernando Alon- 
so held off Kimi Raikkonen on 
Sunday to win an action-packed 
Formula One Australian Grand 
Prix for his 10th career victory. 
Renault driver Alonso has now 
two wins from three races this sea- 
son after claiming the Bahrain GP 
last month, and leads the drivers 
standings with 28 points from three 
races. Mclaren-Mercedes driver 
Raikkonen and Alonso's Renault 
teammate Giancarlo Fisichella are. 
next with 14 points apiece. 
“Twenty-eight points in three 
races is a dream come true,” the 
Spaniard said, "Ies the start of the 
season, so let's hope we finish like 
Jast year” 
Last year wasn't too bad either, 
“The important thing is to be 
consistent, be on the podium, like I 


did 15 times last year Tthink,” Alon- 
so said, "This year Iam 3-for-3.” 

"Toyota driver Ralf Schumacher 
finished third, Honda's Jenson But- 
ton, who started from pole positon, 
missed out on fifth when his engine 
caught fire just meters from the fin- 
ish ine. 

‘The safety car made four appear- 
ances and 10 drivers made prema- 
ture exits as cool conditions at the 
Albert Park circuit made it difficult 
fortiresto getenough grip. 

"The race was a itle bit crazy I 
didn't understand, I was 20 seconds 
ahead and the gap disappeared," 
Alonso said, "But there was no risk 


In cooperation wit 


CALTEX 


James wound up 16-for-25 from the field and 

13-for-14 from the foul line. He hugged Wade at. 
center court when the game ended. 

"I had fun. I know he had fun," Wade told re- 
porters. 

The win was Cleveland's seventh straight 
while the Heat lost for the first time in four. 

‘Miami played without Shaquille O'Neal, who 
missed his second straight game with a knee in- 
jury and Alonzo Mourning. 

Cleveland (43-29) is ooking to lock up fourth 
place іп the Eastern Conference. 

Tn other games, it was Chicago 100, Boston 
94; Milwaukee 96, Indiana 89; San Antonio 106, 
Washington 99; and Utah 102, Portland 89. 

In Milwaukee, Michael Redd scored 39 points 
as the Bucks beat the Indiana Pacers, 96-89. 

‘The Bucks set an NBA record by making just 
two tumovers in the game, beating the record of 
three which has been done seven times. 

In Chicago, Kirk Hinrich had 25 points to lead 
the Bulls past the Boston Celtics, 100-94. 

In San Antonio, Tony Parker had 28 points to 
lead the Spurs to a 106-99 win over the Wash- 
ington Wizards. 

._ Tim Duncan had 16 points and 14 rebounds 
for San Antonio (57-16). 
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Capas, Trac, Momplasan, SLEX » Brgy Halang, Calamba, Laguna 


Freshman’ forward Luc Richard Mbah a 
Moute paced UCLA with 17 points and nine rez- 
bounds while Farmar added 12 points. 

Glen Davis scored 14 for LSU but the Tigers’ 
leading scorer was held to five-for-17 shooting 
from the floor and four-for-10 from the free- 
throw line, 

"They came out and they just punched us,” 
said Davis, who averages nearly 19 points à 
game. “We didn't recover гот с" Reuters 


MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE! 
PINEDAHAIR CLINICS 


If you are considering a Hair 
Transplant make your decision 
on the surgeon himself! 
Factors to conside! 
ъ Dr. Pineda is a Beverly Hills trained Hair 
Transplant Surgeon. 


> Practice limited to hair transplants and 
hair problems. 


D> 16 years experience in Hair Transplants 
>> Has done over 4,000 patients 

P Best possible surgery Best possible results 
D> Prices you can afford 

>> Open door policy, ee and talk to patients 
D> Airfare Reimbursement (cal for details) 


Callus today for conlaton ath Dr Andes Pineda himself 
(813091 ч 


A. Pineda Medical Clinic 


Suito 612 Medical Towors Makati, Rutino Strat 
gaspi Virago, Makati Сту. 
MANILA 8120691 = DAVAO 2212682 
www.pinedahair.com, 


Bago bumiyahe ngayong Mahal na Araw, ipa-check ang inyong sasakyan sa pinakamalapit na 
Motolite outlets at dealers nationwide. Mayroong FREE battery check at minor engine diagnosis.: 
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to lose the victory anytime.” 
Michael Schumacher crashed in 
the 33rd lap and Felipe Massa's race 
ended ina wreck on the first lapina 
disappointing Melbourne race for 
Ferrari. AP 
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1. SPORTS 


Games 


action up; 
2 legends 
honored 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


AFTER DECLARING UNWAVERING SUPPORT FOR THE PROGRAM, 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza yesterday declared open the fifth Manila 
Youth Games at the Rizal Memorial track stadium. 


Atienza assured the top 17-and- 
under athletes from ће city’s public 
and private schools and outof 
school youths that Manila will con- 
tinue to provide them with “equal 
opportunities in sports." 

“чс has always been said that the 
youths the hope ofthe nation,” said 
Atienza. "That is why your city hall 
is focusing on the youth by provid- 
ing them with an endeavor that 


would guide their paths toward be- 
coming assets of society" 

First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
"Mike" Arroyo was the guest of hon- 
or. Games and Amusement Board 
chief Bric Buhain and commissioner 
Joey Mundo of the Philippine Sports 
Commission also graced the rites. 

Legendary basketball coach Vir- 
gilio "Baby" Dalupan and Eddie 
Pacheco were honored during the 


FIRST Gentleman, 


Arroyo and Manila Mayor Lito Atienza 


(second and third from left) respond to the cheering athletes during 
the opening ceremony of the Manila Youth Games yesterday. 


ceremony. 

Dalupan, considered one of the 
countrys finést mentors, and 
Pacheco, the first of only two ath- 
Jetes voted as “Mr. Basketball” and 
"Mr Football” by the Philippine 
Sportswriters Association, received 
plaques of recognition. 

‘An acrobatic show, а taekwondo 
demonstration, a cheering competi- 
tion and a 10-minute firework dis- 
play enthralled an estimated 30,000 
audience, which included athletes, 
local government officials and rep- 
resentatives fiom 897 barangays, 
six congressional districts and 130 


посв нотом 


public and private schools, 

"The young athletes will compete 
today for 59 gold medals in gymnas- 
ties and 30 golds in swimming at the 
Rizal Memorial Sports Complex. 

Action also starts today in bad- 
minton and table tennis. 

Organized by the Manila Sports 
Council (Masco) under Arnold "Ali" 
Atienza, the biggest sporting event 
by a local government unit is pre- 
sented by Converse with support 
from the PSC, Pagcor, San Miguel 
Corp., Super Ferry, Montaña Pawn- 
shop, Globe Telecoms, Milo, Air 21, 
IntraSports and Concept Movers 


ISUZU 'OW,CARGO 
[(GigajType) 
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BIG PRICE GUE ыызы 
- 


ISUZU ELF TANK LORRY виги 10W DUMP! 


z 
ISUZU Tow ALUM WING VAN 
Tot C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Suble Bay Freeport Zone Telefax по: (087) 252-1223 
GULLWING MOTORS INT'L. CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave., Santolan, Pasig City, 
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Ochoa takes 3-shot lead over Wie 


RANCHO MIRAGE, CALIFORNIA— 
Lorena Ochoa survived a day that 
roughed up just about everyone Sat- 
urday in the Kraft Nabisco Champi- 
onship, making a testy par putt for a 
2over 74 and a three-stroke lead 
over Michelle Wie. 

Ochoa led by at least three shots 
throughout the third round and no one. 
could make much of a run at her in the 
blustery conditions. 

Tm happy with the finish,” said 
Ochoa, who was at 9-under 207. "Three 
shots makes a big difference.” 

"Wie missed а good chance. After 
making а 15-foot bogey putt on the 
13th hole, she made a 10-footer for 
birdie, but then finished her round by 
missing four birdie puts inside 18 feet. 

The 16-yecir-old Hawaiian fired a 73 
and still has a chance to became the 
youngest player ever to win a major. 

“If Tm destined to win, it's going to 
happen,” Wie said. : 


i 


LORENA Ochoa (foreground) keeps 
her distance from Michelle Wie, оте 


Ochoa opened with a 62—matching 
the best score ever in a major champi- 
onship—and shota 71 on Friday. 


Runaway Phil 
In Duluth, Georgia, Phil Mickelson. 


birdied five straight holes on the front 
nine en route to a Sunder 67 Saturday, 
giving him an eightstroke lead after 
three rounds ofthe BellSouth Classic. 

‘The defending champion was at 21- 
under-par 195 despite closing with а 
double bogey to finish four strokes off 
the best 54-hole total on a par-72 course 
in US PGA Tour history—Gay Brewer's 
25-under 191 in the 1967 Pensacola 
Open. 

Jonathan Byrd and 2004 winner 
Zach Johnson were tied for second, and 
Jose Maria Olazabal was fourth at 12 
under 

Johnson shot a 64 on Saturday to 
reach 13 under Johnson also was at 
203 through three rounds in 2004, but 
that year the total was good for a three 
shot lead. 

"Thats just freaky good golf,” John- 
son said. “You want to say there's always 
a chance, but it's hard to say in this situ- 
ation. You have to keep playing.” АР 


Make or break 


FEDERATIO! 
GOLF 


И Get your foursome together! Show 


your smooth strokes: and swing Eu 
pee your way ‘to an all-expense' paid...» - 


^ 1 golf holiday to Spring City Golf a d, x 
2 Leisure Resort in Kunming, China; 
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TT WILL BE MAKE-OR-BREAK FOR PHILIP- 
pine basketball when a powerhouse dele- 
gation headed by Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee president Jose "Peping" Cojuangco 
meets international basketball federation 
(Fiba) secretary general Patrick Baumann 
їп Seoul tomorrow to seek recognition for 
the newly formed Pilipinas Basketball and 
plead for the immediate lifting of the nine- 
month-old Fiba ban on the country. 

Cojuangco will personally inform the Fiba 
official that Pilipinas Basketball was formed by 
four of five major stakeholders—PBA, PBL, 
UAAP and NCAA—to replace the Basketball 
Assóciation of the Philippines, in compliance 
with the Memorandum of ‘Understanding 
forged between the РОС and Fiba last year. 

Also joining Cojuangeo in the meeting are 
representatives of the four stakeholders and 
some members ofthe Philippine media. What 
‘will be achieved in this meeting? Will Cojuang- 
co bring home the bacon? I hope he does. 

+ Still, many think the trip is doomed to fail, 
stressing that Baumann, being an astute ob- 
server of the international sporting scene, may 
mot make a firm commitment at this point 
(and place). 

‘The most that he could do is sue for more 
time, seek another (and proper) venue and 
placate members of the Philippine delegation 
by giving them “a pat on the back" for coming 
to Korea to personally see him. Which means 
that the Fiba decision would remain hanging? 

Recall that Fiba had berated the POC for ex- 
pelling the BAPa longtime Fiba member. Bau- 
‘mann said Fiba could not accept the POC's de- 
cision to expel one group in favor of another, 
adding that the РОС should have given new 
BAP president Joey Lina more time to effect 
changes in his beleaguered association after 
taking over from the ailing Tiny Literal only 
some months back. 

"The BAP was expelled last June by a huge 
majority of the members of the POC general 


CLEAN LiviNG 


aoi] 
Manolo R. Tigo wh <4, 


assembly. Among other reasons, the BAP was 
sacked for "reneging" on a resolution which 
ВАР officials themselves signed to express “full 
cooperation to the POC” on the formation of a 
strong and well-tiained national team. 

However, this same set of BAP officials, plus 
a few more, did a sudden tumaround by pass- 
ing another resolution stating that the BAP is 
forming instead its own national team. 

At the moment, Philippine basketball is in a 
state of distress, A win-win solution to the feud 
between the POC and the BAP is unlikely at 
present mainly because Cojuangco and Lina 
continue to exchange bitter words. 

Many boxing diehards, including old- 
timer Bomber Pamiloza, say the $1000 
price for a bleacher ticket for the coming 
Manny Pacquiao-Oscar Larios nondide 
fightat the Big Dome is too stiff. 

“Masyadong mahal (Too prohibitive).” 

Isn't Pacquiao supposed to be “the peo- 
ples champion?" Then why is he allowing 
the organizers of the fight card to charge a 
very expensive general admission fee which 
is beyond the reach of the ordinary fight fan? 

When the Big Dome opened its doors to 
the public on March 16, 1960, the general 
admission fee was only 60 centavos. In that 
inaugural fight, Gabriel "Flash" Elorde 
knocked out American Harold Gomesin the 
seventh round. 

By the way a ringside ticket, according to 
a certain Jo Ramos, will cost P25,000 each 
while choice seats will be pegged at $1,000. 


Lim, Ramos gain last eight 


CASSANDRA LIM AND SAMANTHA RAMOS 
advanced to the quarterfinals with ease in the 
NC Open Juniors Badminton Championships at 
SM North Edsa over the weekend. 

"The top-ranked Lim, playing out of Poveda, 
romped to a 21-13, 21-6 win over Greencourts 
Lois Locsen while Ramos of Marikina Sports Hub 
trounced Juby Evangelista of SAM Club, 21-2, 
21-13, to advance to the last eight of the 10-un- 
der girls category 


Also advancing were Ingrid Obinial, Patre Is- 
rael of Sportszone, Abbygale Evangelista of SAM 
Club, Joella de Vera of Whakers, Jona Juanilo of 
RAQ4 and Marina Caculitan of Woodrose. 

Obinial and Abbygale Evangelista won by 
walkover; Isracl bundled out Michelle Cruz of La 
Salle-Zobel, 21-4, 21-7; De Vera held off Alyssa 
Leonardo of Malolos, 21-19, 21-12; Juanillo rout- 
ей Hasmin Labay of Pasig, 21-10, 21-13; and Ca- 
culitan beat Larrilyn Ballesteros, 21-16, 21-4. 
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AT THE AWARDING of the filmfest cash prizes: 


MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando, Marikina 


Mayor Marides Fernando, Anti-Film Piracy Council treasurer Orly асай and Usec Robert T. 


Rivera of the Office of the President. 


чоло PUNZALAN 


Under appeal! 


MMFF allocations out; 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


‘THE PIE HAS BEEN RECUT BY MALACANANG, 
and major players in the movie industry seem 
unhappy about ther slice. 

‘The Palace released last week its decision 
on “the distribution of the proceeds of the 
Metro Manila Film Festival (MMFF) 2005,” as 
promised by President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
industry leaders last Feb. 20. 

‘The news was confirmed by Rolly Josef, 
chief of staff of Metro Manila Development 
‘Authority (MMDA) Chair Bayani Fernando. 

Femando was out of the country at press time. 

Reported Josef: "The MMDA received Mala- 
cañangs instruction, but itis currently under ap- 
peal by the affected parties—the Film Academy, 
of the Philippines (FAP), the Motion Picture Anti 
Film Piracy Council Inc. and the Movie Workers 
‘Welfare Foundation Inc. (Mowelfund).” 

Tn the reallocation, FAP’ share was slashed 
from 30 to 10 percent and the Anti-Film Piracy 
Councils share from 30 to 5 percent. Mowel- 
fund's share was upped from 30 to 35 percent. 

‘The share of the President's Social Fund (PSF) 
was raised from 10 to 35 percent, with the quali- 
fication that “amount shall be used for film wel- 

Two new beneficiaries—the Film Develop- 
ment Council of the Philippines (FDCP) and the 
‘Optical Media Board (OMB)—are set to receive 
10and 5 percent, respectively. 
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NINA 
NYOY VOLANTE 
JIMMY BONDOC 
KING 
JOSH SANTANA 
MARKY CIELO 
and many others 


Like them, you too 
tam improve your vole 
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Охегота shyness 

& gain confidence in 
tha process. 
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THE CENTER FOR POP MUSIC PHILIPPINES, INC. 
293 / 721-0714 


not everyone’s happy 


Ingumen Entertainment received а copy of 
Malacafiang’s memorandum from one of the in- 
volved sectors. 

Signed by President Macapagal-Arroyo, the 
memo dated March 16 was addressed to the 
MMFF executive committee. Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita issued a supporting memo dated 
March 21 and received by the MMDA on March 
23. 

In early February Leo Martinez complained to 
Malacafiang about the initial reallocation, pro- 
posed in January by Vicente del Rosario, presi- 
dential consultant for the entertainment industry. 

In Del Rosario proposal, the PSE РАР and An- 
tiFilm Piracy Councils shares were 10 percent 
each; Mowelfund, 30 percent; OMB and FDC? 
20 percent each. 

‘As a result of Martinezs protest, Malacafiang 
subsequently released the new distibution 
scheme. 

‘The latest appeal was confirmed by FAP direc- 
tor-general Martinez and Anti-Film Piracy Coun- 
cil president Ric Camaligan. 

Boots Anson-Roa, Mowelfund executive direc- 
tor pointed out that “MMDA Chair Fernando and 
FAP director-general Martinez were initially 
‘working to increase Mowelfund's allocation to 40 
percent, but we're thankful just the same because 
"we just wanted our original 30 percent allocation 
tobe maintained.” 

The five percent increase in Mowelfunds 
share, said Roa, “is very much welcome.” 
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"THE ONE STOP FACIAL SALON 


SM CITY ILOILO | 


Lower Ground Floor 


SM CITY STA. ROSA 
2Ind/F Tel No 049) 5344740 
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Hop on over to the Richmonde for an exclusive Easter affair filled with fun and magic for the whole family. 
Get delightful discounts and freebies with the Easter Room Packages from April 8 to 23, 2006. 


[Барно Room 
реше Room 

== 

| One-Bedroom Suite 
Two- Bedroom Suite o 
Eara Ferson/ Bed lore 


ЖУ night convertible to a gifi certificate valid unti 


правох 
ч 7,40044- 
Em 
92004 _ 
inier | 
ЕТЕЙ 


Inclusions: 
+ Daily buffet breakfast 
‚+ roe use of the Health Club's gym, 
heated indoor pool, scam and sauna rooms 
and children's play area 
+ 10% discount on laundry services 
* 10% discount on massage services 
+ 20% discount on all services at HeadZone Selon 
+ 15% discount on Easter Sunday Party tickets 
* Complimentary coupons for one (1) hour 
Суту at Gymboree Shangri-la Plaza 
only for families checking in with children 
5 years old and below (one coupon per child; 
^ coupon usage subject to the terms and 
guidelines of Gymboree) 


Torms and Conditions: 

+ Rates valid from April 8 to 
April 23, 2006 only 

+ One (1) night in 3-night 

age convertible to 

a gift certificate valid until 
July 31, 2006 

+ Rates subject to 10% service 
charge and prevailing 
government taxes 

+ Rates valid ony for local 
residents and foreigners 
‘with ACR 


Celebrate Easter Sunday with the family 
at the Grill and enjoy mouth-watering, 
appetizers, exquisite entrees and. 
scrumptious desserts. 


11:30 am o 3:00 pm 
Exchange Bar & 3/F Function Rooms 

The Richmonde is transformed into a virtual playground of treats 
B cadis hom games, goodies, prizes end an Easter Egg Hunt 
Egone een cacing magi show of masier magician Lou Hir. 
бара ja уша td pa 0 dica 
Garcia iT daban 
perise ris 


* Children aged 4 and below may be accompanied 
by one (1) adul or free. 
Children 12 years od and below get one (1) lot bag each. 


For inquiries & reservations, call 689-841 1/12 (Rooms), 689-8419 (Grill) or 689-8442 (F&B) 
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21 San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1600, Metro Manila, Philippines: 
Tel: (632) 638.7777 * Fax: (632) 638-8567 + Елтай trh@richmondehotel.com.ph 


Web Site: www richmondehotel.com. 
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Her so-called life 
with movie stars 


snooty classmates in Assumption 
and St. Scholastica's were so fas- 
cinated with celebrities,” says the 
Sampaguita scion now known as 
Manay Ichu Maceda. 

Although she was no fan, she 
enjoyed watching Filipino 
movies—especially 
those starring Tessie 
‘Agana, a second cousin 
and bosom buddy. An- 
other favorite was "MN" 
which starred Carmen Rosales 
and Alicia Vergel. 

She knew stars were mere 
mortals; at the same time, she 
was keenly aware that they were 
a breed apart. 

*My father taught me that ac- 
tors, being artists, think different- 
1y,” Ichu recalls. "They had quirks, 
һе said, and it was the producer's 
job to understand them. 

She remembers how her dad 
"spoiled" box-office queen Car- 
men Rosales. "In ‘MN,’ her hair 
was short, but for one scene, in 
which she was supposed to brush 
her tresses in front of a dresser, 
she demanded to wear a long wig 
because, she insisted, it looked 
better. Needless to say, my father 
granted her wish even ifthe earli- 
er scenes had established that she 
wj had short hair." 

Continuity be damned. 
Ichu remembers her own brush 
4 with the power of celebrity: 
“Tessie and I loved fried chicken 
wings from Мах. Since she was 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


GROWING UP ON THE SAMPA- 
guita Pictures lot immunized Ma. 
Azucena Vera-Perez against star 
fever. 

‘The eldest daughter of produc- 
ers Dr. Jose Perez and Azucena 
Vero-Perez recounts: “It wasn't 
like I was gazing from afar. маз 
with them every day. We ate at 
the same table, at the same 
time." 

She still counts as friends the 
country’s most gorgeous actors 
and actresses at the time. 

“I never understood why my 
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GRADUATION day with her parents АТАСЕЗ 


the studio’s biggest star, she often 
got all the chicken wings. I used 
to get very upset over that [but] I 
learned to eat the drumsticks in- 

stead.” 

But they remained pals. 

“After — Tessies суш 
scenes, we would play 


YESTERDAY Piko [hopscotch]," Ichu 


says. "She explained to 
me that, whenever she 
needed to cry on cue, she 
would think of her father, who 
was based in the United States.” 
Tessie was pampered by Sam- 
paguita, too, but Ichu believes 
that it was well-deserved because 
the tot single-handedly saved the 
studio from bankruptcy in 1951. 
“I was about nine years old 
then,” Ichu says. “The studio had 
burned down and we lost four 
finished but unreleased movies.” 


Surprise hit 

Right after the fire, her grand- 
parents, Jose and Dolores Vera 
talked to the studio's stars and 
staff. “They announced that the 
company would have to close 
shop. Everyone was crying. I re- 
member hearing [character ac- 
tress] Bella Flores telling my 
grandparents that she was willing 
towork for free.” 

Around that time, her father 
acquired "Robérta" from komiks 
writer Mars Ravelo. 

“We used the studio's ruins as 
location for that movie," she says. 


crush. 


es. 


When the future star left, Ichu 
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“shooting was quick. My parents 
were stunned by its Богов 
performance. It earned P120,000 
Vien it wer made for ony Ма. Azucena 
P40,000.” 

їп her teenage years, Ichu sin- 
gled out the good-looking and 
well-educated Greg Martin as her 


“Nothing happened,” she ex- 
claims. “He never courted me. My 
father was very strict." 

Ichu and Susan Roces, "my 
closest friend," met in their teens. 

“I had just come from school 
when I saw this girl in braids and 
blue-and-white colegiala uniform 
in the garden,” she says. "My fa- 
ther introduced her as Jesusa 
Sonora—she will be one of the 
biggest stars in the movies (be- 
cause] hers is a face that refresh- 


THESE are her own pair 


The young 


Vera-Perez 
never 
understood 
why her 
classmates 
were 
fascinated 
with 
celebrities 


told her father: “How can she be- 


come a big star? Her legs are so 
huge—theyre as big as minel 
And her face is so puffy and 
Ше а 


round, 
(basin).” 


She remembers telling Susan 
about this later. “She Jaughed so 


hard" 


Midas touch 

Ichu concedes that her father's 
instincts proved infallible. "Susan. 
became a movie queen." 

Her dad had the Midas touch, 
she says. "In the 19505, the Show. 
man’s Club of the Philippines 
gave awards to the Top 10 box-of- 
fice hits of the year. Out of 10, my 
father would have produced sev- 
enoreight." 

Ichu became one of Susan's 
staunchest supporters in the heat 
of the election protests after Fer- 
nando Poe Jr's defeat and death. 

“What like most about Susan 
is that she doesn't say anything 
that would hurt others,” Ichu 
says. “She's very tactful. Unlike 

screen 
[Fuentes] who's brutally frank.” 


[her 


Oh. 


Overall, 
childhood as "peculiar." 

*1 had a terrible case of inferi- 
ority complex because 1 was dark 


їп her room all day. 


palanggana 
ple all your Ше... 


mind." 
Ichu recount 


Slowly, my insecuri- 
tes disappeared. 1 
was never envious of 
Sampaguita stars. In- 
stead, 1 always ad- 
mired them because 
they were so good- 
looking,” 

Today, between 
her painting lessons 
and jewelry-making, 
she has found the 
time to publish a 
book. 

Ichu will share her 
unique fascination 
and encounters with 
the stars in a forth 
coming coffeetable 
book entitled “Lega- 
су” to be written by 
INQumim Entertain- 
ment columnist 
Nestor U. Torre. 


rival) Amalia 


she describes her 


and ugly, compared to my brother 


дет 


Pepito, who was mestizo,” she Rare photos 
says. То avoid the hurtful com- 


She promises: “It 


parisons, she would hide and knit 


Her father assured her: "You'll 
be surrounded by beautiful peo: 
what is impor- 

tant is to be beautiful inside—to 
have a good heart and a sharp 


: "He gave me 
books to read; he trained me to 
be a good conversationalist. 
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И 
SUSAN Rocesis closest friend. 


will have never-before-seen pho- 
tographs. Nestor managed to in- 
terview some Sampaguita stars 
like Oscar Moreno and Fred 
Montilla and director Luciano B. 
Carlos, who have since passed 
away. Lam writing an essay enti- 
Чей ‘Growing Up With the Stars.” 
Hopefully, we can launch it in 
time for my late father's birthday 
on Oct. 15.” 


TOKYO—JAPANS 90 MILLION CELL 
phone users play video games, download 
music files, exchange e-mail, read news, 
trade stocks, store digital photos and surf 


the size of a business card. 

Now, they're watching TV. 

Digital TV broadcasts for 
portable devices equipped with 
special receivers were to start in 
Japan's major urban areas last Satur- 

‘day, and a test broadcast had been running 
for months, for limited periods, 

‘And unlike many other services on cell 
phones, the new TV service is free. 

But finding the new phones in stores has 
been hard as eager consumers have 
snapped up the limited number on the mar- 
ket so far. Japan's major mobile carriers say 
sales are good, but have not disclosed num- 
bers 


No buttons 

Although the phones! screens are small, 
Akihide Kuwamoro was grateful he owned 
one during the recent World Baseball Clas- 
sie series, which the Japanese team won. 

"Ies convenient for watching TV when- 
ever you have a spare moment," said the. 
32-year-old web designer, who didn't even 
Watch that much TV before he bought his 
new phone. 

"I like watching it while I'm eating out 
because you don't need to push any buttons 
oranything," he said. 

Japan's mobile TV service is not the 
world's first—South Korea, Great Britain 
and several other nations already offer it, 


the web—all оп tiny handset screens half. ү, 
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although with different technologies. Ser- 
vices are offered in some parts of the United 
States as well, although its use is not 
widespread. 
But the new service in Japan will poten- 
tially reach the broadest market yet 
through the countrys terrestrial 
digital broadcast system, which re- 
lays images through the айг via TV 
towers, not satellites. 
It's also a different technology from 
Net broadcast because it uses broadcasting 
air waves, rather than an Internet connection, 
to relay streaming video. 


Switch over 

By 2011, Japan aims to switch over com- 
pletely to digital TV broadcast, which can re- 
lay more data than analog. That allows for 
better image quality and the transmission of 
additional information, which pops up on the 
monitor, such as baseball players’ statistics 
while watching a game. 

So far, Japan's mobile carriers haven't been. 
too aggressive about pushing the broad- 
casts precisely because it’s free and won't 
directly generate new revenue. 

But Masayuki Ishikawa, senior manager of 
multimedia services at Japan's top mobile 
company, NTT DoCoMo Inc., is hopeful that 
watching mobile TV will prompt more people 
to use the company’s Internetlinking "i- 
mode" service, which allows cell phone 
users—for a fee—to download music, ex- 
change e-mail, do restaurant searches and 
play video games. 

*1-тоде was mostly dependent on younger 
people and other heavy users. TV is familiar to 


older people and all ages,” Ishikawa sai 


Might as well 

е drawback is that people who'd been 
using i-mode or doing e-mail may start 
watching TV” he said. 

NTT DoCoMo, which now sells just one 
handset model for digital TV says sales are 
going well. 

Rival KDDI Corp. sells two models for 
‘mobile digital TV. Vodafone in Japan, now 
owned by Internet company Softbank 
Corp., plans to start selling such a handset 
in June. 

Misogo Kado, a 37-year-old software de- 
signer from Yokohama, near Tokyo, is com- 
pletely sold on the TV service, "If you're 
buying a cell phone," he said, “you might as 
well get one with it.” AP 
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New TV series 
less than magical 


WE'VE BEEN VIEWING GMA7S NEW 
fantaserye, “Majika,” ever since it first started 
telecasting, so we can share these notes on 
how it’s coming along: 

‘At the start, we were heartened when the 
people involved in the show said it would be 
more child-friendly than other telenovelas, 
which tend to be too violent when they stage 
fights and battles. 

"True, “Majika” is less dependent on armed 
conflict to keep viewers glued to their TV 
screens. But the hatred that some of its villain- 
ous characters harbor for the show's protago- 
nists is occasionally a caution for child viewers. 

Also, some of the series’ principal characters 
are children, and yet they're put through the 
wringer when it comes to the dangers and 
stresses they're exposed to in the show. 

This is done to make the plot development 
exciting and involving, but it could cause 
young viewers too much fear and stress as they 
empathize with the young characters woes. 

Not very psychologically healthy, either, is 
the way that the series’ child characters are 
made to cry a blue streak so often in the show. 

But the major problem with “Майка” is its 
slow progression. Its story unspools in such а 
protracted and extended manner that some 
viewers quickly ose interest. 

"We also recall that some people involved in 
the show once said its magic elements would 
be more pronounced than the fantasy aspects, 
and that this would make the show different 
from the more established fantaserye on the 
tube 

In practice, however, after the first few tele- 
casts, the series’ magic tricks began to pall, and 
its standard fantasy effects again held sway. 

‘This was to be expected, since magic tricks 
tend to lose their ability to excite after а while, 
and more captivating sleights of visual can be 
achieved with special computer effects. 

Be that as it may, we appreciate the shows 
impressive production design, and some of the 
experienced actors in its cast. Unfortunately, 
the show is so visuals-driven that the gifted ac- 
tors don't really have much opportunity to 
show what they can do. 

If the series gives them greater leeway to 
come up with compelling performances, ill be 
the better for it. 

Finally, the series has too many continuing 
characters, As a result, its dramatic focus is too 
diffuse, and viewers aren't encouraged to have 
a personal emotional stake in its plot and char- 
acter development. 
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Solace 

The four-piece band Solace specializes in 
combining elements of classic rock with alter- 
native rock sensibilities. It has written 10 songs 
for its debut album “Never Easy” including 
“Borrowed Time,” “Healing,” “Ed,” "Dream 
Maker,” “Radio,” "Bridging the Gap" and “Rid- 
ing with Angels." 


New season 

Tomorrow at 10 рт, AXN starts the new 
season of “CSI: New York" The premiere 
episode finds that a mosquito could be the key 
to the mystery of a climber's fatal fall from the 
Empire State Building. Meanwhile, a male 

“fashion designer is found dead wearing a dia 
mond bra worth $8M! 

Dr. Sheldon Hawkes (Hill Harper) joins the 
CSI team out in the field, leaving the autopsy 
тоот in the hands of a young and handsome 
medical examiner, Dr. Evan Bao (Ron Yuan). 

n addition, new investigator Lindsay Mon- 
тое (Anna Bellknap) brings new enthusiasm, 
style and a shocking past to the team. 
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Inspirational songs 
lead Awit hopefuls 
SONGS with positive messages of hope, true 
love, patriotism and self-transformation top the 
19th Awit Awards nominees list. 

Gary Valenciano has. 
three songs on the list 
from two CDs that are 
also competing for Al- 
bum of the Year and 
Best-Selling Album of 
the Year. 

The songs are “Break 
Me" from "Soul Full” 
and “Ikaw Lamang” 
and “Lipad ng Pan- 

rap” fom "Pu 
A. x: T? GARYY 

Bamboo is nominated in eight cate- 
gories—from Rock to Ballad and World Music. 
"Hellelujah" is a contender for Song of the Year. 
Tt is from the album “Light, Peace, Love,” also 
nominated Album of the Year. 

Rivermaya’s “You'll Be Safe Here" earned 
‘nods for Song of the Year and Best Performance 
bya Group. 

‘Orange & Lemons is nominated for Best Song 
for Movie/TV/Stage Play with "Pinoy Ako.” The 
song was written for the TV series “Pinoy Big 
Brother.” It is from “Strike Whilst the Iron is Hot,” 
nominated for Best Selling Album. 

Hale is competing for six trophies, including 
Song of the Year with “The Day You Said Good- 
night,” Album of the Year and Best Performance 
byaNew Group. 


Year of fools 

105 ANGELES—Faded pop superstar Michael 
Jackson was Friday crowned as America's most. 
foolish person in 2006, narrowly beating out 
tiggerhappy US Vice 
President Dick Cheney 

for the title. 

The 47-year-old 
“King of Pop,” who is 
living in exile in Bahrain 
following his acquittal 
last June on child sex 
charges, snatched the 
dishonor for the fourth 
year running, according ad 
toa survey by a US pub- 
lic relations consultant. MICHAEL Jason 

Sixty-nine percent of the 1,045 people polled 
in а random telephone survey ahead of April 
Fool's Day said the singer had "done something. 
foolish” in the past year that merited the ttle, the. 
poll showed. 

Cheney tied with US hotel heiress and s0- 
cialite Paris Hilton for second place. 

The vice president 
‘became the focus of a 
media firestorm and 
the butt of a barrage of 
jokes after he acciden- 
tally shot an elderly 
friend in the face and 
neck with a shotgun 
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while qual hunting 
reza] last month. 
m US йы 
George W. Bush came 
in third in the survey. 
NEMA US movie star Tom 
a Cruise snatched fourth. 
ICE AGE 2 place, entering is 
эвливг 616/025 [| rente for the first time 
after leaping on TV 
talk show queen 
Oprah Winfreys sofa 
"while expressing his 
love for fiancee Katie 
Holmes AFP 
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GEORGE Clooney 


$45,100 


swag bag 
LOS ANGELES— 


OM Giant Production trom LUC BESSON & 20th Century Fox 


George Clooneys 
swank Oscar swag bag 


‘Sexy Women, High Adventure & Non-Stop Action. A $6 
5 


has fetched thousands. 
at auction. 

Clooney donated 
the bag to the charity 
organization United 
Way, and it sold 
Wednesday for 
$45,100 (euro37,545) 
in an extended online 
auction that began 
Marh 2, UW 
spokesperson Sheila 
Consaul said. 

The winner would 
only be identified as a 
family from Birming- 
ham, Alabama, Con- 
saul said. 

The money wil 
benefit the United 
Ways hurricane ге 
sponse and relief re- 
covery fund. 

The bag given to 
presenters at the 78th 
Annual Academy 
Awards included a 
BlackBemy 8700c, а 
Kay Unger kimono 
and a cultured Tahi- 
tian-pearl necklace. AP 


D D 


MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2006 


FOXTROT 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Comickelief =en 


BY BILLAMEND 


A.LIPIN 


iM A): 


BY JESS ABRERA 


YOU'RE LOOKING 
AT A GENUS. 


І HAVE А TEST oN “THE 
ODYSSEY" TowoRROW, 50 
T 607 THE Book-on-cD 

VERSION $0 T CAN 
LISTEN To IT TONIGHT 
WHILE ГМ SLEEPING AND 
| ABSORG rr SUBCONSCIOUSLY, 


5 WILUOM 


SIGNATURES AN 
KELANGAN KO 
FARA SA CHA-CHA 


PERD SOBRA PA Y. -SbBeAz. | 
le) ANG ЛАвеуятА” Kees TA 


MARVIN 


ТУЕ DECIDED 
To WRITE MW. 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


BABY BLUES 


Looe AT THE PRETTY Foc TM 
GONG To GNG Mom For HER 
BIE THOAN! 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


X CAN WALK, SPEAK A 
DOZEN WORDS AND ALMOST 
DRESS MYSELF. THERE'S 
NOTHING MORE TO CONQUER 


UNTIL AF; 
THENNE ACCOMPLISHED 
SOMETHING 
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BY JERRY SCOTT 


AT MAN PRAYER 


MEETING SILA - 


"NUNG ORIGINAL VERSION 
WS eo 


OUTSIDE EDGE. 


TWICE REE A RERET- 
фм cae Rm М 
Bat DENIM IND. 
A ойгым, бм TT 
BUNS AROUND THE WHOLE 


lf Dont tare too wen, | 

комен SET THe BAR Рет 

тоа 
No, 


боор DAY FoR 
AN UMBRELLA. 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


TM GoiNG to WRite 
А Book AND it'S 
Going to ве AY 
exciting! 


1'M GoinG to Get 
Some \ееР AND 
нз бос te Be 
EXCITING 


DIVINECOMEDY 


ALAM MONG 
TUMATANDA 
KA NA KUNG 


HINDI КАНА 
MASYADONG 
INTERESADO SA 
CELEBRATION 
NG BIRTHDAY 
mo 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


ARIES (March 21 to 
(@N Apri 19: Avoid argu 
ments with relatives, es- 
pecially siblings, today. 
You're tempted to get in- 
volved. That's because you identify 
strongly with your beliefs today. 
© it Comes to making mon- 
ey. No doubt, you have 
the same high energy 
when it comes to spending money as 
well. Fortunately, your sign is never 


foolish with money. (You practically 
mint the stuff) 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You're very 
high-energy today when 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Today the 
Moon is perfectly ined 
up with fiery Mars, and 
theyre both їп your 
sign. This makes you extremel 
emotional and energetic! People will 
notice this about you, that’s for sure. 
© стебуе feelings that you 
prefer to keep to your- 
self today. You feel very private 


about something. Whatever it is, it 
matters a ot to you. 


CANCER Qune 21 to 
July 22): You havesome 
very intense, almost se- 
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стаен peo- 
aid back and 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You can really 
rouse the troops now! 
Your enthusiasm for 
something will carry the 


© 


дау. People are ready to follow you 
anywhere. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You will defi- 
nitely do something to- 

H say that attracts atten- 

tion to yourself. It might 

be brief; nevertheless, it will hap- 

pen. Be prepared for this. Think 
about how you look. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Ост. 
22): This is a wonderful 
day to make plans to 
study more, travel some- 
where or talk to people 

who are far away. You have a lot of 

energy to do this. You're also very 


enthusiastic. 
to benefit from the 


wealth of others, espe- 


cially females, such as female rela- 
tives, for example. 


% 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): A woman 
might give you a gift to- 
day Somehow you stand 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Conversa- 
tions with partners and 
close friends are ex- 
tremely intense today. 
Thats! because your 
Moon is involved, and the Moon is 
all about feelings and emotions. 

get a lot done. Do not 


make judgments about 


co-workers who might not feel as 
energetic as you do. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
1o jan. 19): You have 
igh energy at work to- 
day You will definitely 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is defi- 
nitely a saucy, flirtatious 
day! You're in the mood 
to play You're also in ће 


mood to enjoy active sports. Rah 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Youre a 
whirlwind of energy at 


rahl 
home today Although 


e you can E а lot done, 


might ано crease 
confier within the amily: Don't be 


opinionated: Be loving and patient. 


MIKROKOSMOS 


Wootio! ANG SARAP NITONG 
BARILAN NA COMPUTER 


emie! 


ITS INT 
AND MAX 


A GOOD RELATIONSHIP OVER THE 


STING HOW MICHAEL 
"HAVE ЕУ E] 


VELOPED 


LAST FEW WEEKS. 


SSJ TM JUST GLAD 1 PONT HAVE TO 
CLEAN DP ANY MORE OF MICHAELS 
us 


HANEP DNI MGA MAXREARONG EPEKTUS 


ertgoN SA INSTRUMENTO TULAP. 


LOVEKNOTS 


HALOS LAHAT NG TUNOG MULA MA - 
DRAMANG PATAK I LUHA HANGGANG 
SKAU NG “SANDAANG HALIMAW 


mITTEMN 
OUN DEA TANG, MANAL 
[E EUR centre KA 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


KATATAPOS MO Cnt 


AND BA'NG NANGYAYARI SA “70%, 
PAUK REHAB КЬ 


REHAB Ро КАСІ 
М NAMAN: аа é 
TAN BA AKG ©К М0 


KAKPKRIN AKS Ré 
TRUNG BESES $^ 


КАМ ке —^ 


Why, Martin? 

From Leli Amparo (leliamparoQya- 
hoo.com), United Arab Emirates: 

Martin Nievera is no longer as famous as һе 


used to be. Besides, he left Philippine show 
business because he wanted to make it big in 


Feepsack 
yx 


AT THE CINEMAS 


MOMENTS 


‘OF LOVE THE 


ICE AGE 2: 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


ENTERTAINMENT 


the US, What happened? Did he fail there? 
But in fairness to him, why should he want to 
stay in a show where few of the cast members 
can carry a tune? Why not just go to the other 
network, where he can be with real singers 
like himself? 


Thanks, Piolo 


From Gel Alvarado (alvara32@msu.edu) 
2015 Pleasantview Ave, Lansing, Michigan, 
USA: 

Tes very inspiring to read about Piolo Pas- 
cual’s relationship with his mom. My mother 
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Customer Servic text hotline: 0917 6095900 
Customer Service Numbers: Glorietta - 7527272; rom 10am lo 8pm 


Greenbell 752 4863; rom ftam to 12mn 


GLORIETTA 
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and I are not close, but whenever I read or 
hear stories like this, 1 become hopeful that 
our relationship will someday improve, too. 
You touch many lives just by sharing these 
‘wonderful stories. Thank you, and let's have 
more of these. 


Alabang Town Contor - 842 2782; rm 10am to Bpm 
‘Ayala Center Cobu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Market Markel! - 886 7519 


INSTINCT 2 


BPI Instalimont Madness 
March 15 to 31, 2006 


‘Anson's Emporlum Exhibit 
March 12 to 31, 2006 


ТСЕ AGE 2: THE MELTDOWN 
2:30, 4:30, 6:30, 8.30, 10:30 


120,34, eos M 


Monies 


AYALA CENTER 
CEBU 


MARKET! MARKET! 


бикир ses 
B a RENS 
120,3 5820 120 020, 1120 
йип tS 


130 
ou 


2 


ICE AGE 2: THE MELTDOWN 


ICE AGE 2: THE MELTDOWN 


JUST FRIENDS 


4 wowewrsoriove |5 


VENOM 


ICE AGE 2: 
THE MELTDOWN 
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2 Basic instinct 
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VENOM 


ICE AGE 2: 


It's 
Trippi 


THE MELTDOWN 


B3 4 


Easy? Join-Ayalá'Ginemas' 
їп In 80 Days Raffle Promo 
and get a chance to win 


exciting all-expense paid trips 
to Cebu, Davao, and Palawan. 


r 
Get a coupon for every 
#2 tickets purchased at 


Glorietta and Greenbelt Cinemas 


d 


and drop in dropboxes, 


Hurry! Watch a movie now! 


Per DTLNCR Peri No, A200, Se 


Promo ends on May 19, 2006 
E 


Child Development Centar of Cebu's 


Culminating Activities 
March 30; 2006 


Levi's Enginoored Freedom Park 
‘April 1 & 2, 2006 


‘Ayala Museum Summer Workshop Sampler 
‘April 1, 2006 - Greenbelt 3 Park 


Repertory Philippines presents 7 NG UMAGA 


‘at REP's Globe Theater - 


March 24, 25, 26, 31. April 1, 2.7.8.9 


For inquires. pis. сай 887-0710 


Registration is пом ongoing for Ayala Museum's 


‘Summer 


‘Art Festival Workshop 2006 


сай 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www. 
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DON Cheadle 


‘Rwanda’ 
—a point 
of order 


XIGALI—RWANDAS 
president said last 
"Week the inspiration 
for the Hollywood 
film "Hotel Rwanda” 
does not deserve the 
hero status accorded 
him for saving Tutsis 
during the country’s 
1994 genocide. 

Speaking to re- 
porters a week before 
the 12th anniversary 
of the start of the 
mass slaughter, Presi- 
dent Paul Kagame 
questioned the role 
that hotel manager 
Paul  Rusesabagina 
actually played in the 
early days of the 
killings. 


Distortion 
“Picking — Rus- 
esabagina as а 
hero... distorts our 
history” Kagame said 
just days after the lat- 
est movie about the 
genocide—“Shoot- 
ing Ро ”—рге 
miered in Kigali, re- 
kindling memories 
ahead of the April 6 
commemoration. 
"Heroes cannot be 
made by other peo- 
ple, people here in 
Rwanda should be 
the ones to search 
out who those heroes 
are," he said, adding 
that he needed “to be 
convinced of the acts 
Rusesabagina was in- 
volved in that consti 
tute heroism.” 
Kagame, a Tutsi 
whose rebel army 
ousted the Hutu gov- 
erment responsible 
for the massacres, 
suggested that Rus- 
esabagina, a Hutu, 
had demanded cash 
from at least some of 
those he is credited 
with  altruistically 
saving in the film. 
“He is said to have 
collected топу 
from people to save 
them," Kogame said. 
In ‘the film, Rus 
esabagina, played by 
actor Don Cheadle, is 
portrayed as a self- 
less humanitarian 
who saves more than 
a thousand minority 
Tusisin the first days 
of the genocide in 
which some 800,000 
people, mainly Tut- 
sis, were killed by 
Hutu extremists. 


Erroneous 

While conceding 
that the Academy 
‘Award-nominated 
2004 blockbuster 
had made тапу 
aware of the geno- 
cide, Kagame also 
complained that the 
movie gave the erro- 
neous impression 
thar — Rusesabagina 
was solely responsi 
ble for rescuing Tut- 
sis who had sought 
refuge at Kigalis 
Milles Collines Hotel. 

Those in the hotel 
“did not survive be- 
cause of Rusesabagi- 
na,” but rather be- 
cause of negotia- 
tions between the 
predominantly Hutu 
army, the Forces 
Armees Rwandaises 
(FAR) and Kagame's 
‘Tutsi Rwandan Pa- 
triotic Front (RPF), 
he said, adding that 
the army had little 
interest in destroy- 
ing the hotel, a well- 
known watering 
hole for Rwanda’s 
elite. APP 
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SHARON STONE Brings 
Back the HEAT for 


Basic Instinct 2 


Now Showing 


at Robinsons Movieworld 
Galleria, Ermita, Metro East, 
Pioneer and Novaliches, 


MTRCB Rating: R18 
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4ICEAGE2 

5 DATE MOVIE 
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Selective goodwill 


— = JULIANA PALERMO stepped out of a hotel and 
TETTE JT UD 367 ИГИ? | Urea Monta id hi wie Sutin 
Odd adda Dg Jt й and Lucy Torres-Gomez. Juliana instinctive 
10 dad ЭШЕ i| bussed Lucy on the cheek, threw a sweet "Hil" in 
POLI Buboys direction, then tumed on her pretty 
METRO! en [| heels, flipping her hair with her free hand. 
е... did she see Shine at all? 


Kiss, hug, fireworks! 
Claudine Barretto and Raymart Santiago 
kissed and hugged four times during their 
PAY wedding rites їп Tagaytay Highlands. And 
HATE then they kissed and hugged some more dur- 
ing the reception. 


sao dt Оше - Anne grows up 
ec Corr Гарей йк 2 Soe s my age lack maturity,” Anne Curtis, 
21, says. About her boyfriend Paolo Araneta, 


through life.” 
talks about the re- 
BAKESHOE € Puan SHOP lationship in the 


March isue of 
Mega Magazine. 


‘Ice Age’ fans 
Show biz cou- 
ples Anthony and 
Maricel Pangili 
nan and Zoren 
Legaspi and 
Carmina vil- 
laroel, brought 
their kids to the 
special 
of 20th Ce 


Are they mad? 

Picache has reportedly earned 
the ire of Vilmanians 
for portraying the 
mother of gay boys in 
“Manay Po.” Ate Vi is 
supposedly set to star 
ina movie with a sim- 
ilar story line. 


Out of sight....-. 
“Pinoy Big Broth- 
er” housemate Bian- 

Gonzalez’ 

boyfriend, TV direc- 
CHERRY PiePicache tor Lino Cayetano, is 
set to go to the Unit- 
ed States to visita grandmother—not because 
of rumors sparked by Bianca's closeness to an- 


other housemate, Zanjoe Marudo. 
25442 C CH thre A wordfor mom 


F] Pia Pilapil-Gonzalo put in a lot of good 
#7 ds for mom Pilar 


during the latters 
book launch. 


Iwa Moto, Nuts 
Iwa Moto, one of 
StarStruck Batch 3's 
Final Four, joins GMA 
7s "Nuts Entertain- 
arting 


portion. 


BIANCA Gonzalez 
Isha to Isla 
“Tm doing more of my original stuff now,” 
ys jazz singer Isha, who just released her 
econd ашы 
Katakataka, under 
Isla, a division of 
Candid Records spe- 
cializing in non-jazz 
stuff, What hap- 
pened? It doesnt 
matter. "Katakataka" 
is quirky, playful and 
саћу. Something 
new, іп other 
words—and thank 
goodness for that. 


In English, ha! 

Comedian Јаја 
Bolivar says she of- 
ten catches herself 
speaking like her 


Celebrate = character оп “Waz: 
vadunt bipes тир! Wazzup!” called 
graduation Kikiam. “I even argue with people in straight 


witha 
Goldilocks 
Tomorrow's 
Stars Cake. 
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in the Philippines 


RP needs to do more to lure investors. 


Study cites lessons | 
from Thai experience ! 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


TAGAYTAY CITY—THE PHILIPPINES LAGS THAI- 
land in attracting much-needed foreign capital 
due to huge gaps in infrastructure, investment 
perks and taxation, according to a study conduct- 
ed by the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry of the Philippines. 


` ч х ‘The comparative study, present- — The study, conducted in 2005, 

ed by Japan's bilateral delegation covered five specific areas of most 
AMAZONS OF MINDANAO to the goverment during the interest to investors: labor-related 
Ina secluded village named Kilada in Matalam, North Cotabato, lives a group of women who could appropriately be called the “Amazons | Philippine Development Forum maners, investment incentives, 
Uf Mindanao.” By mastering new technologies and entrepreneurial sls these new-age amazons are winning the wars ofcommerceand | here found out that while the tax syste, infrastructure and for- 
bringing development ко their community Teresita Mangimlas-Salido, Ка} Dina Ampuan-Ambel, and Lani Mangimlas, former members | Philippines was sil sufficiently eign exchange control. * 
‘of the Women's State Revolutionary Committee of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), are now engaged in vegetable farming competitive in labor costs, Thailand It said labor costs in the Philip- 
through various programs funded in part by the US Agency for International Development. was way ahead in terms ofthe gen- pines were competitive with thay 


GMA 7 hits 2005 
profit target of P2B 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez In 2005, GMA maintained its 
lead in Mega Manila TV ratings in 
GMA NETWORK INC. HAS AN- all day parts, including the highly 
nounced that ithieits 2005 netin- contested primetime block. As of 
come target of P2 billion, or 34 February this year, GMA posted total 
percent higher than the Р1.5 bil- day ratings of 18.4 percent versus 
lion in 2004. ABS-CBN's 14.3 percent, according 
Tt said consolidated gross rev- todata from ratings firm AGENMR. 
enues grew 24 percent to P9.7 АСВММА data also showed 
billion from P7.8 billion in 2004. that as of February this year, 17 
However operating expensesalso out of the top 30 TV programs 
jumped 25 percent to P5.2 bilion were from GMA with the net- 
last year, driven primarily by higher work's primetime programs occu- 
production cost. The network field-  pying the top spots. 
ей three big-budget and fantasy se- СМА Networks regional news 
ies or “telefantasyas” in 2005, in- programs in lloilo, Cebu and Davao 
cluding "Dama, “Encantadia” and as well as its national primetime 
“Sugo,” compared with one in 2004. news program "24 Oras” also took 
New programs were also pro- the top spotin ratings in those areas. 
duced and aired on its free QTV ОМА Network prepaid the bal- 
‘Channel 11, which was launched in ance of its five-year long term 
November last year The promo- loan of P1.9 billion last February, 
tions for QTV the launchingofGMA піпе months ahead of the sched- 
Pinoy TV and the regional aware- uled due date of November 2005. 
ness campaigns of the network also Primarily using internally gener- 
contributed to the increase in oper- ated funds, GMA Network paid 
ating expenses, the company said. GMAT/B6 
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STOCK RÄARKET 


Consolidation seen to continue 


STOCKS are expected to continue PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
consolidating this week with a few 
‘spurts of buying with the imple- 
mentation of a new index today. 

AB Capital Securities wrote ina 
market advisory to cents that the 
market could have a postive bias 
aë changes in the computation ot з= 
the Philippine Stock Exchange "annznnazs3a»5 
(PSE) benchmark index takes ef- (See stock market report on Page B6) 2 Я d a E 
T eoe e fos sys, Gr itis rione Ila paie f Teaching kids to save is like child's play. a 

CA be the rst week wherein we wil be siting to the mor inter- qe 
nationally acceptable free-float weighted index system. Gains will be aid- " Ай you need is a P500 minimum balance to open their Fun Savers account. <4 > ^ 


ody nex tand purchases as tund menage scurry eae Some Or better yet, get your kids a Fun Savers Club Gift Check and with a valid LD., 
quality Issues, which were added to the index or whose weights have in- н н 1 
Greased. This в done о make sure that fund returns are not out of ine theyre on thoir way to barking fun. Fs as easy a А, В.С 


from the benchmark index," AB Capital Securities’ Jovis Vistan wrote. Get them a Fun Savers Ciub on Check now! For more information, 
He added that trading might be lackluster at the start of the second please call 898-8701 to 02 or visit www.metrobank.com.ph. 

quarter as most traders and Investors get ready for the Lenten break. 
"Besides the Lenten break, the market will also be dampened by less 

Поу аз we go nto he tax payment season. On the macro picture, there 3 

Isn't much to look forward to. The economic picture has been improving 79 gst auno wet ui 

dramatically but the political situation remains fragile," Vistan wrote. tl 
Profit-taking dominated last week's trading. After piercing a psycho- б = 

logical resistance at 2,200, the Phisix, to be known starting today as d 


SEI, lost steam, giving up 12 points to close 0.5 percent lower week- 
on-week to 2,196. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Because you deserve more for your Peso Time Deposit... 
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BUSINESS 
PDF, ODA and chaotic economists 


more formally known as the 
Consultative Group (CG) Meet- 
ing 

‘True to its popular name, the 
highlight of the two-day meeting 
used to be the final session 
where the donors took turns to 
indicate how much grants and 
soft loans they were making 
available to the country in the 
yearor so ahead. 

‘The final tally, usually averag- 


CUT THIS AD AND 
AVAILOF A 


15^» 


LO озѕсоончт 


MONDAY, APRIL 3,2006 
1 


THEDONOR COMMUNITY GATH- 
егей in Tagaytay late last week 
along with dozens of government 
officials and non-government de- 
velopment partners for the second 
annual Philippine Development Fo- 
rum (PDF). 

y This meeting has evolved 
[rom what used to be commonly 
known since the late 1980s 
through the 1990s as the regu- 
lar donor pledging session, 


510$ ges 


Р250\ o 


A 


meeting. 


Closed and formal 

The PDF has come a long way 
from back then, both in form and 
substance. In the early 905, it was 
an exclusive affair among donor 
agences and high government 
officials. 

It was alternately held in Paris, 
to make it easy for finance and de- 
velopment ministers from the Eu- 


ropean donor-countries to attend, 
and Tokyo, in recognition of the 
fact that Japan had contributed 
the bulk of our foreign assistance 
then, as it continues to do today. 

It was only in the latter 90s 
that the meeting was opened to 
token participation (translation: 
two representatives) from civil 
society. Even then, I remember 
how having Ging Deles and Boy 
Morales in the meeting was 
enough to throw some economic 
managers and donor representa- 
tives off balance at the time. 

The CG meetings used to be 
rather staid and formal, which 
was reflected in the agenda, the 
tenor of the discussions, and the 
participants’ attire. Well, not any- 
more. 

Last year’s Davao PDF and last 
week’s Tagaytay meeting con- 
trasted with the stiff old CG meet- 
ings of years past. The dress code 
now bans ties and barongs, and 
Ambassador Ryu Yamazaki of 
Japan reportedly set the tone of 
informality last year by starting 
what appears to be shaping up as 
а PDF tradition: spicing the oth- 
erwise serious discussions with 
jokes poking fun at economists. 


dentsetting joke in Davao, re- 
peated by Secretary Jess Dureza 
for the Tagaytay meeting last 
week, was therefore quite apt. 

He pointed out then that the 
statistics cited by economists were 
much like a woman's bikini: what 
it exposes are indicative, but what , 
it conceals are vital. A dig, I sup- ` 
pose, at how official statistics—es- 
pecially the economic statis 
that we get bombarded with con- 
stantly—don't usually give us the 
complete picture. 

Indeed, the statistics our good ; 
friend Congressman Joey Salceda $ 
shows in his now famous 200-1 
frame Powerpoint would have; 
one believe that Gloria Macapa-" 
gal-Arroyo is God's gift to this na- 
tion—and yet others can just ав, 
convincingly present statistics to * 
show that she has thoroughly: 
mismanaged the economy, her Ph ' 
D in Economics from UP notwith- 
standing. 


Oldest profession 

In the tradition that he himself. 
set, Ambassador Yamazaki 
opened his many wise contribu- 
tions to last week's PDF with a 
joke that should convince us ай: 
that economics must be the old- 
estprofession in the world. 

їп a bragging session among a ' 
doctor an engineer and an 
economist, the doctor claims he 
has the oldest profession thus: 
"When God made Eve out of 
Adam's rib on the sixth day of the ; 
Creation, surely He must have: 
had assistance from a doctor!” | 
"The engineer, not to be outdone, 
points out that even before Adam 


and Eve, God had; 
+ VEL made the universe: 
WHEELCHAIR 


and the earth, and 
MINI-BOB TRAVEL 


everything in it. 

“Surely,” he argues, , 
WHEELCHAIR 

5| - So smal it could ft 


“He must have had 
ina ba 


help from an engi- 
3 
+ So ightltcan be brought 


neer!” The 
economist, not about 
Ed 
«Wil itin the aisle of the 
airplane 


to lose the argument, 
reminds the two: 
+ Ideal or travel anywhere 
‘round the world 


No FREE 

LUNCH 
Cielito E 
Habito 


ing around $1 billion to $2 bil- 
lion, would be the big news sub- 
sequently coming out of the 
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| Metrobank Fun Savers Club: 
| Teaching kids to save the fun way 


ES 
Fun 
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Bikini econor 

The air of informality has actu- 
ally helped promote open and 
candid discussion, in contrast to 
past CG meetings that featured 
formal and copious presentations 
on statistics covering the range 
from social and economic indica- 
tors to project implementation 
yardsticks. 

Ambassador Yamazaki’s prece- 


BOE Femandez St San Juan Mero Marita, Рыва 1500 
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Metrobank, the countrys lending, bank. 
males ving even more exciting with the 
шей of the Fur Savers Chi (FSC) Git 
(Check. A perfec iater fr special oc- 
‘Sion comes i a cmdy color design with 
pit check holder at kids wil lore 
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ош conveni. lcu abo be шой to ad 
Tamis to mn existing Fun Savers acount 
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SEPA to carn interest 
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ther account while non-Metbenk account 
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“Ah, but well Бете! 
God made the uni- 
verse and the earth, 
remember that there 
was nothing but- 
chaos all around. 
Now who do you, 
fhink was responsi; 

РОВ; 
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CONTACT: MR. JAIN 
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1990 Roxas Blvd., Manila — 
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Sign up now!!! 
POS SOFTWARE. +! 


For only 


Point of Sales Systems for: 
Retail Stores 


240 Qoezoa Ave., Quezon Cty 

Tet (H12)142 6289, 792-6853, 742-6631, 742- 
5519, 742-5853, and 742-5284 

Fax (0832) 742-668 


“A middle manager in the 

} goverment service will 

find the ABEP curriculum 

more to the point than the 
usual MBA or MPA.” 


Anniversary Blowout! 


‘Delvry Starts May 2, 2008 
For new dents only. Old cents contact your 
sles representatve fr eter speciala 
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Real Estate Developers 
Reach the 


$27 Billion Dollar 


Fil-American market at their own turf. 
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Dong Roldan 

Squadron Commander 

18th Attack Squadron Strike Wing 
Philippine Air Force 

ABEP Graduate 


US AND BEA 


„JON PART OF OUR 1,500 SQFT., 1 . 


SHOWROOM AT WESTFIELD SHOPPINGTOWN] 


The Applied Business Economics Program 


ABEP graduates know how the economy works, 
(ABEP) Б a two-year graduale business course 


how to forecast, and how to analyze industries. 


for young middle managers eager іо move 
‘head in the career paths they have chosen. 


Backed by over 30 years of experience in 
business and economic policy, ABEP is run by a 
team of interr ч x nal 


They can make sense of functional areas such as 
accounting. finance, marketing, ond human 
resources. They обо know how good ethics is 
good business in great detail. 


www.vap.edu.ph/abep 
6378549: 6370912 local 375 / 225 
abep@vap.edu.ph 


University OF ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 


SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS 


ONLY FEW SLOTS REMAINING 
Pls, Call PHILIPPINE REAL ESTATE DEVELOPERS CENTER 
Tel. No. 861-1786 to 95 


0928-3426930 
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“CocKraLes Eva Air ‘poaches’ B-market 


EM PHILIPPINE AIRLINES HAD OCCASION- ently stopped doing that, at least for the two popular gateway cities in the against PADS $3,776 buy-one, хаке-опе! 
ally grumbled about Eva Airways under- thisseason. —— с Мез: Coast. (effectively $1,888 per passenger) busi- 

Victor C. Agustin ‘cutting and “poaching” the economy- Instead, Eva Airis luring Philippine- Eva Air is offering a $1,550 business ness class passage. Ke 
Victor С. ВИЗИТ lass trans-Pacific market of PAL. based business travellers with lower class, Web-only roundtrip fare from Eva Air's offer is valid only up to, 
"he Taiwanese carrier has appar- fares to San Francisco and Los Angeles, Manila to either of the two cities, as 
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Make superior setvice the 
driving force of your 
organization. 


Transform negative 
attitudes into positive 
performance! 


Troubleshoot with 
confidence. 


MANAGING 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 


April 25 — 27, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


You can give frontiners ай the training. but without a real culture of 
customer service in your organization, your programs will not be as 
effective. Leam how to evaluate your business in terms of customer 
service, align your people with your service strategy, ond set 
standards of service. Know your role as a leader in all this to unleash 
the energy in your people. With Managing Customer Service, you wil 


Create a unique brand of service that wil attract and keep 
customers 

Synchronize the entre от, deportment, or organization with your 
customers piores 

Set a strategy that wil bring the business onthe road to superb 
service 

1бепійу and assess organizational gopsin your polices, procedures 
‘and workflow that hamper excelent service 

Align systems and people fo implement the service shotegy 

Buld a culture of energy and passion that wil constantly send the 
fight message lo customers 

Cascade a service culture throughout the team. department or 
organization using Five Crucial Leadership Fundamentais 


Eicelent Customer Service depends on everyone in your orgaraaton 


This program for customer seice supervisors, soles coordinators, customer core 
managers, customer solutions managers, sales supervisors, sales coordinators, 
soles managers, and vice residens for sales опа customer service, who wont to 
promote a culture of customer лісе in their orgonizoons 


. Y ә For inquiries and erasora cali 
uthrieB 


Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 892-7559, 894-0445, 


CONSULTANTS TO MAN or 892-7041 or visit www.guthrie-jensen.com 


MANAGING 
WORK ATTITUDES 


April 25 - 27, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Excelent sls ang work knowledge among your people ore useless 
without a postive work atfiude. Deal with negativity by leaming to spot 
alilude problems. gaining а more accurate understanding of employee 
‘atitudes, ond becoming a positive force in the workplace. Diagnose 
‘your organization and Inspire your employee force in order to ranslorm 
negativity into postive performance. With Managing Work Atitudes, 
you wit: 
« Leod people more effectively using proven attitude management 
strategies and techniques 
«+ Detect the signs of negative olffudes ond fake corective action 
1 Моб the postive atitudes needed for employee excelence 
1 Shope. focus and drect employee atftudes to обол with compony 
Jods 
lent conte ond prac action plns tht wal develop 
райе atitudes, behaviors and habits witin the orgarizaion 
Create a postive and proaciive working environment 
Сеше ће “Atftude Advonloge" in the organization by Wing 
together company drecfon, shored беен, siuchres and systems 


A pose work ofilude could spel he dilerence between mediocily ond success 


Thi program В for human resource managers, training managers, soles managers, 
service managers, marketing manages, personnel managers. operations 
managers. accounling manages. production managers, business development 
managert, vice-presidents and presidents who wish fo promote a more postive 
work attitude omong ther people. 


7/F Glass Tower Bidg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St. Legaspi Vill., Makati City 
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PROBLEM SOLVING AND 
DECISION MAKING 


April 25 – 27, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Leadership is about taking control of situations that arise. 
Leam about the nature of problem-solving and patterns of 
thinking. Assess your options, make rational choices, and 
address potential threats. With Problem Solving and 
Decision Making, you wil 


Face problems and make decisions with renewed confidence. 
Reinforce your authotty ond credibly with proven problem solving 
‘ond decision mating techniques 

Anahe situations more comprehensively to arive ot the best solution 
Anticipate potential problems, osses risks and weigh allemalives fo 
‘come up withthe best decisions and solutions 

Tocke problems ond токе decisions more systemoticaly ond 
logicaly 

Hamess support mechanisms that wil give rise to better solutions and 
decisions 

Communicate decisions to team members to reinforce your power, 
олһойу ond credibiily 

Consstent implement and folow-through on decisions 

Overcome obstacles and resstance lo "unpopular" decisions 


Leaders don't wait ог things о hoppen. They moke things happen. 


‘This progrom is tor supervisors, Ine leaders, section heads, logistics managers, 
operations managers, sales managers, and ой other members of the management 
eam who wish to improve their problem-solving ond decision-making stib 


E-331 


Capturing the smallest details? with the olympus Digital SLR E-300, 


э E-500, You'll get them ай. Take sharp details even at maximum zoom in. Equipped with Four - 


Thirds System that achieves consistently high image quality, even at image edges when wide-angle 


lenses are used. 


Unique Dust Protecton Filter (SWF 
inti yer i Unique Dust Protection Fiter (SSWF 


OLYMPUS t: vene ER 


B inch HyparCrystal LCD + User Menu and easy-to-use scene 


ams,» Frea 14-45mm lons and 1 GB CF Card 


Maine Нуриса ср User T э те, тийгапдө LCD + Dual Sl for CF end XD Picture Cards -Froo 145mm jens and 168 Soe 
Worte Fie Live Proven Da SU dae C23 men pert LCD Dual Siot tr KO and CF ng I Froo 175-4, 4 Sómm loses and 108 CF Card 


epubile ofthe Phlppiner 
de National Transmission Corporation 


South Luzon Operations and Maintenance 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Concreting of Laydown Area 
at Naga Substation 


Briot Description: 


An area of approximately 768 sq.m. shall bo utlized as laydown area located 
Al Warehouse which shall be coneroted and enclosed with cyclone 


[TRANS-06-CLAN-EG-03] 


“The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM. through the Inernal 
Tis Матоо? (IC) Intends to apply the sum of Eight Hundred Eight 
Cosh сга Faroe Hundred Eighty One Pesos and 38/100 (Php808, 381.38) baing 
Fe eas ed Budget for Contract (ABC) to payments under the conract for the 
Шелер of Leydown Area at Naga Substation Bids received in excess ofthe 
КЕР shall Бе automaticaly rejected at Bid opening, 


“The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM now inves potential 
The NATIONAL Turor of nent (LOI and ару for нушту for tho Conerating 
Dior eres at Noga Substation. Bidders should possess a valid PCAB, 
af Lavon селге Poricuerofat oot: "Category D С, General Building” 
re uar ofa least: "Small, Boling and Industrial tant’, 

Simar contract involving supply of a le 
Tor їл construction of structures made of 
s 50%, ы ha ABC, and meet he 
"oops 
"Aopicatons or egt us. Tha lot day fr 
‘Submission of e ‘ne opening of 
mentone in the 


Bicing wii bo conducted through open competitivo bidding procedures as specified 
Бао өтегїпд Rules and Regulations Part А (IRR-A) of Republic Act No. 9184 
Ante IrDA) heniice known asthe Government Procurement Reform Act, andis 
дна, unless otherwise stated, o organizations with at least seventy-five 
Тайшет ру) interest or outstanding capial stock belonging to citizens of the 
рое Ore accordance wiin IRR-A of FLA 9184, only bids from Bidders who 
PADE Tna oligi eneck wil ba opened. The Bir wih tha Lowest Calculated 
Pere Nenad advance to ine post qualficaton stage in order o finally determine 
i (LCS) Sonens to те tocnrical and financial requirements of the project. The 
Ae respont non be awarded tothe Lowest Calcuated Responsive Bidder (LCRB) 
io was determined as such during post-qualification. 


Interested Bidders shall secure the Eligibility documents from the BAC Secretariat 
Ite айдоо slated below, starting March 27 to April 11, 2006 from 8:00 A-M. to 
ЖРМ upori payment of a nor-relundabia fee of Phpf,000.00. Thay shal submit 
SO M naaanod Cibi documents on or before Apri 18, 2006, 9:00 A.M. at 
the accom pee, Elgiliy Screening вай beheld on April 18, 2006, 9:30 A. 
Maine OAVP Conference Room B ofthe stated address. 


Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from NATIONAL 
m REMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM Regional Contracts Management Оов 
TRANO| and терс ie Bidding Documents at tne address given below from 8:00 
ЖМ. to 5:00 Р.М. on April 25, 2006. 


A complete sat of Bidding Documents may bo purchased by Bidders that passed 
сора check upon the presentation of the Notico of Elgibilty to the ВАС 
Seri! at the address below and upon payment о! a non-tefundable fee 
бонда. 00. The Bidding Documents shal be received personally by the bidder 
Бра authorized representative staring April 25, 2008, 8:00 АМ 5:00 P. М. 


Deadline for submission of bles on May 4, 2006, 9:00 A.M atthe address below. 
Аз must be accompanied by а Bid Securly in any ofthe prescnbed form 
рга шде Section Z7 2R А 0184 Bid opening shal be on the same dal. 
Жака 2006 9:30AM. al ne ОДУР Conference Room В, Transco-SLOM. Late 
Hay 2000 be accepted, Bids wi be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
Tepresentatves who choose to attend 


‘The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM reserves tha right to 
The MAT таша any Bid and to annul tha bidding process and reject al Bids at any 
ка ог 1e contract award, without thereby incurring any abit to the afected 
Bidder or Bidders. 


‘National Transmission Corporation — South Luzon Operations & Maintenance. 
Regional Contracts Management Ofico (RCMO) 
‘Sar Vicente Bin, Laguna 4024 
М. Ruben G. Castuora - ВАС Спатеп 
(02) 981-4576 1078 local 4086: 4094; 4053 
fgcaslueratitransco ph 
(2) 301-4878 1a 78 looa 4007 
"ани transeo. 
(Sod). RUBEN G. CASTUERA 
СЕТО ur 


Ed 
és ransCo 
National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Construction of Lineman's /Operator's Villa at Batangas Substation 
[TRANS-06-CLVBS-EG-04] 


M, through the Internat 
tton Four Hundred 

Eighty Seven Thousand 

the Approved Budget 


32009, 800 АМ. atthe address mentioned in the next succeeding paragraphs 
hiv those Bidders passing tne eligiiity check wil be enttled to purchase the 
Bidding Document. Completion of the works is required by 125 calendar days. 

Bidding а! Ье conducted through open competiive bidding procedures as specified 
inthe аб тепп Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act No. 9184 
(RA 8164) otherwise known as the Government Procurement Reform Act, and is 
clades otherwise stated, to organizabons wih at east seventy-five percent 
(79!) төгөм or oustanding сари! stock belonging to cttzens of the Phiippnes. In 
Sree sence uth IRR Part A of КА 9104, only ids from Bidders who passed ihe 
коёшу chock wil be opened. The Bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shali 
бөлек othe post-quelicaton stage in order to nay determine ts responsiveness 
{the technical and nancial requirements of te project, The contract shall then be 
varied tothe Lowest Calculated Responsive Bor (LCR) who was determined as 
Such during post qualfication 

Interested Bidders shal secure the Elbily documents from the BAC Secretariat 
atthe ndgrese stated below. staring March 27-Apr, 10, 2006 from 800 AM. 0500 
Bit adoreayment of a non refundübla faa of Prpt,000.00. Thay shali submit ther 
Saomad Enginiiy documents on or belore Apri 11, 2008, 900 АМ. al he 
Motor adress. Ehgiilty Screening shal be hal on Apr 11, 2008, 9:00 A. M, atthe 
‘GAVP Conference Room B of Ina sated address, 


А completo sot of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Bidders that 
passed’ ine едым check upon the prosentabon of the Notice of Egy to the 
БАС Secreianat of tho address below and upon payment of a non-refundabia foo 
PAC, $80.00 The fading Documents shall be roceved personally bythe bidder or 
fi aothonzed representatwe staring Apri 26-28, 2006, 8.00 A M.- 6:00 PM. 

"The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM wil hold a Pro-Bid 
Conference open to ай Ekibi Bidders on May 02, 2009, 030 AM. at ihe ОЛУР 
Canterence Room Transco, SLOM San Vicente Bian, Laguna. 

Deadine for submission of bids is on May 15, 2008, 820 A. M. a he adóross 
below А! Bios must be accompanied by а Bid Security in any ofthe prescnbed form 
scaled under Sechon 27 2 of RA 9184, Ва opening shal be onthe samo dato, 
Tor 46-2009, 9:0 AM. atthe OAVP Conference Room B of Transco SLOM. Lata 
Мау hall noi be accepted. Bide wil be opened in Ine presence of the Bidders’ 

presentatves who chooso і attend 

"The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM reserves tho right to 
acceptor reject any В, and о annul the bidding process and reject ай Bids at any 
айе ш contrat award, winout thereby ncurmg any lab ю the affected 
Blader or bidders 


Notional Transmission Corporation - South Luzon Operations & Maintenance 
ronal Contacte Managemen! Осе (RCMO) 

San Vicero Ban, Laguna 4024 

Mr Ruben G Castuera - BAC Chairman 

(02) 9814578 078 юса 4094, 4088, 4053 

igcastueraQiransco ph 

(02) 001-4570 to 78 local 4007 

‘wor ransco ph 


(600). RUBEN б. CASTUERA 
‘BAC Charman 


уйне or 3.280) 
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Premier Professional Portable Wireless PA System 


Anytime, Anywhere 
З Sound System 


E 
| 
фота Wines 


[тишн шш 
Моше Methane 


professional mixer, ampliar wireless and wired microphones, COY Cassetto, 
with burit- in bateries combined in a smal! but powerful sound system. 
Truly a versli and portable professional qually sound system ihat can be 


brought anywhere anytime. Sets- up in a minute. Buil- in Feedback Suppressor. 


[c 
‘Conference Room, Hotels 
Churches, Prayer Meotings 
Chapels, Lectures, Canpalgns 
Prayer meetings, Outings 
Schools Class rooms 
Hospitals and many more. 
TBNRIS2Me int of Wien NR 
I CO Case, Le n for keyboards st 
{заа Fee Troy and зр, Ore cri 
ао 10 ours ol usara, 

— 
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COSMOTECH Communications and Systems Со. DEALERS AND RESELLERS 
Met Mania: 7552484, 820024, 9200868 Cebu 032-4223201 Davao: 0822755093 WELCOME 
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Cocktales 


From page B3 


June 30 departure, while PAIs promo is 
available all-year round. For the more price- 
sensitive passengers, Eva Airs De 
Luxe/Elite class, between economy and 
business class sections, offers a $1,100 fare 
from Manila for the same destinations. 

Eva Air's downside: Excluding the detour 
and additional fight time to and from Taipei, 
stopover at the Chiang Kai-shek takes five 
long hours for the Pacific-bound leg, plus an- 
other 3.5 hours layover time for the Manila; 
return trip. 

PAĽs downside: Its planes, and quite a 
number of the seats, have seen better days. 
Incidentally, economy-class passage on 
Eva Air for the same route is quoted at 
$950, as against PAI's $940. In this case, 
travellers can get better rates from travel 
agents than the two airlines’ Web-quoted 
fares. 


Money-go-round 
e THE OFFICE of ех-Кер. Apolinario 
"Sun" Lozada Jr. wrote to clarify that the 
former Negros Occidental congressman is 
not the same "Jun" Lozada who was re- 
ported here Friday as a close-in consultant 
of Economic Planning Secretary Romulo 
Nei 

‘The latter Lozada (full name: Noel Rodolfo 
Lozada Jr) hails from Bicol, and is president 
of Philippine Forest Corp. 
о HONDA is maximizing its marketing budget 
for the new, sharper-looking Civic by holding 
tonight's press launch by the Greenbelt 3 
fountain, instead of the usual indoor/hotel 
event. Г 


Heard through the grapevine 
SEAIR is enjoying monopoly pricing status in 
Zamboanga-Jolo route with the stoppage of 
the fast-ferry service and the collapse of an- 
other airline serving the southern corridor: 
One-way airfare for the half-hour flight now 
costs P2,133.60 with taxes, as against the 
2,795 PAL now charges for 1.5-hour Manila- 
Zamboanga flight. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsl net or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


Celebrate 60 years 
of automotive expertise with 


Bonifacio Motors 


Drive your way 


as we take on a new form in 


29 HYUNDAI 


Get behind the wheel of a Hyundai car! 


WE OPEN TODAY! Visit our new showroom at 
19 E. Rodriguez Jr. Avenue (C5], Bagong llog, Pasig City 


9672-3801 to 04 


Hyundai Pasig is owned and operated by Bonifacio Motors, Inc. 


Our Partners: 


Seaboard-Eastern 


c 


@). MAPFRE | INSULAR 


GED HYUNDAI «ose 


GIVE YOUR CAR THAT JUST SERVICED FEELING 


Ò Motor oils 


SMScotchtin" “Sa IMAC 
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Earn as much as 6.0%! 


Deposit Amount. 


BUSINESS. 


Interest Rates % 


Brady 
bonds 
cause 
stir 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


A DEBATE LOOMS 
among fiscal and 
monetary officials аз к 

to whether the na- | 
tional government 
must issue domestic 

от offshore bonds to 

retire up to $774 mi 

lion in remaining 6, wo нд 
Brady bonds. "e = : m 


DaimlerChrysler and CATS Motors, Inc. 
present Visions and Innovations: 
A Technology Symposium at The Loft, 
Rockwell Center in Makati City on 
April .4.& 5, 2006 from 9am-5pm. 


Learn about exciting new breakthroughs that 
are reshaping the future of transportation, 
and how the Philippines is playing. an 
important new role in the development of. 
the-ecólogically-responsible automobile. 


Ia Pesos 30 days to 3 year 
50,000- 99,999 3.50 
100,000 - 499,999 2.50 
500,000 - 999,999 5.25 
10MM .- 4.99MM 575 
5.0MM - 9.99. 5.15 
10.0MM and up. 6.00 


Enjoy monthly interest earnings for 1, 2 or 3 year placements. 


ende net в дэң dto perso. би e piat Че" а ает чау зен. 0 


Ореп ап account 
"now at any 
PSBank branch! 


Tert PSBANK FTD <ус se» -your landline по,» «your email address> then send to 
2327 for Globe or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users. E 


Some people do business on the fairway 


some people do business on the road 
sources said the Bu- 
reau of Treasury 
wanted to raise for- 
eign exchange to buy 
back the Brady bonds 
by borrowing from 
the domestic market. 

In buying back the 
Brady bonds—using 
US dollars purchased 
from the spot foreign 
exchange market—the. 
govemment would 
help stabilize the peso- 
dollar exchange rate, 
sources said. 

But some mem- 
bers of the Monetary 
Board, the policy- 
making body of the 
Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas, did mot 
want to retire the 
Brady bonds at the 
expense of the coun- 
пуз foreign ex 
change reserves. 

"They preferred that 
the national govem- Т 
ment issue offshore E DAY ONE | DAYTWO 


bonds rather than lo- April 4 sessions | April 5 sessions 


cal bonds to retire the 

Brady bonds, which | (By Invitation Only) | To reserve seats please call 636-0943 or 

date back to the coun- | Contact 

чу painful debt crisis | Ceejay Orosco 

years. | 0917 822 7023 
BRADY/BI3 


Government 
KEY SPEAKERS AND TOPICS INCLUDE: 


and some people do their business at PHARAOH 
- Mr. Joachim Weil, Manager for Technical & Warranty, DaimlerChryler Southeast 

Asia on "Alternative Drive Systems: Innovative approaches to enhance fuel 

efficiency and reduce emissions"; "Car Safety"; and "New Trends in Driver 

Support Systems" 


Mr. Peter Froeschle, Senior Manager for Strategic Energy Projects & Fuel Cell 
Market Development, DaimlerChrysler Germany on "Alternative Fuels: The key 
to sustainable mobility" 


Mr. Franklin Taye, Manager of Fuel Сей Projects - Singapore, DaimlerChrysler 
Southeast Asia on "Fuel Cells: Experiences.from tests in Singapore" 


Mr. Helfried Scharf, Head of External Affairs & Communications, DaimlerChrysler. 
Southeast Asia on "DaimlerChrysler: A truly global company” 


- Mr. Gerd-Udo Hauser, Director for External Affairs & Public Policy, DaimlerChrysler 
Germany on "The Abaca Project in the Philippines" 


Frances Crisol 


A DIANE Ti Mabut Codi, hm iir, Le Wai 2 Pi, 
0917 530 5636 eas 


үн Na (E 482125 * Pati 2) ^ Майс (MUR ME 
GESAR pho inhi oon * cui panim 


ng April 17 deadline. 


Call BIR Hotline (02) 981-8888 
or visit www.bir.gov.ph for assistance. 


HD : NNNM 


, By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE BANKERS ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIP- 
pines is in a dilemma on how to bankroll its 

"f fledgling fixed income exchange unit, Philip- 

е pine Dealing & Exchange Corp. (PDEX), whose 

W-fmancial viability some member-banks are 
starting to question. 

Banking sources said PDEX had asked ВАР 
members to pump in more cash to the ex- 
change, which had used up all P450 million of 
its paid-up capital to build infrastructure. 

According to the sources, some of the 
banks are no longer keen on funding PDEX. 

"Those critical of the fixed income exchange be- 
lieve that PDEXS business model is bound to go 
bankrupt. Proponents, on the hand, are saying 

<= G & VV 
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BAP unit seeks capital from banks 


that the banking community must look at the long- 
term benefits for capital market development. 

BAP executive director Leonilo Coronel 
confirmed that PDEX was asking the banks to 
shell out more funds for the exchange's opera- 
tion over the next three years. 

"PDEX bought the fixed income trading 
system for BAP and the foreign exchange plat- 
form, and (PDEX) has committed to it,” said 
one proponent. "If (PDEX is) not going to use 
it, revenues are going to be strained, 

‘The proponent added that the banks would 
need to support PDEX either through capital 
infusion or advance. 

But other bankers said PDEX's fixed costs 
were too heavy a burden for banks, whose 
revenues were not coming in. 


"The (PDEX) model creates a monopoly" an- 
other banker noted. “(PDEX) wants all trade to 
go through it, but (bank) treasurers are saying, 
"lets do that, but let's continue with the OTC 
(over-the-counter) transactions." 

PDEX is 38 percent owned by the ВАР 12.22 
percent by the Philippine Stock Exchange, and 
10 percent each by technology and infrastruc- 
ture providers Tata Consulting and Computer- 
share. Other shareholders are San Miguel Corp. 
(5 percent), Philam Life (5 percent), Investment 
Houses Association of the Philippines (2.5 per- 
cent) and Social Security System (2 percent). 

Proponents of the exchange wamed that 
the lack of support from the BAP to sustain 
PDEX would “burn” other investors invited by 
the banking community to invest in it. 


Ayala hikes par value of new shares 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


AYALA CORP IS AMENDING THE PAR VALUE 
of its new preferred shares under a reclassifi- 
cation scheme to raise Р5.8 billion in fresh 
capital. 

1а a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change (PSE), Ayala managing director Rena- 
to Marzan said that the firm would hike the 
par value of its new preferred B shares to 
P100 apiece from the proposed P1 a share. 

Also, it will reduce the number of preferred 
B shares to 58 million shares from the pro- 
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posed 5.8 billion shares. 

The directors of one of the country's biggest. 
conglomerates approved the amendments to 
the new preferred "B" shares last Friday. 

The amended resolution will be submitted 
for ratification by stockholders during the com- 
pany's annual stockholders meeting on April 7. 

Earlier, sources had said that the preferred 
shares would be issued in the second quarter, 
or once the board has secured shareholders’ 
approval. 

The new funds may be used to pay down 
debtor fund working capital, sources said. 


RP needs ... sen 


of Thailand, with Filipino workers even edg- 
ing out the Thais in terms of English proficien- 
cy. However, the study said the Philippines 
must deal with the following to maintain and 
improve this competitiveness: 

ө The Philippines risks being perceived to 
be an unfavorable destination of investment if 
the minimum wages are further increased. 

* Radical unionism is a major disadvan- 
tage for the Philippines against Thailand as a 
major cause of disruption of production. 

* Unpredictable non-working holidays 
should discontinue in the Philippines as they 
abruptly disrupt production and shipping 
plans, including labor costs. 

The Philippines needs to raise the level 
of education in order to upgrade workers’ 
productivity. 

The study also lamented that the Philip- 
pines had a different set of government bod- 
des offering various investment incentives as 
against Thailand whose Board of Investment 
was virtually a "one-stop shop. 

It added that the Philippines had constitution- 
al constraints prohibiting foreign ownership of 
Jand and limit foreign equity participation. 

Corporate taxation in the Philippines was 
also noted to be the highest among major 
‘Asean countries, putting the country “at risk 
of being considered an investor-unfriendly” 
destination. 

Thailand was also 
cited to be ahead in 
terms of value-added 
tax refund, which is ap- 
proved and serted in a 
year, at the longest. 

The study added 
that it was a general 
perception among 
Japanese companies 
that Thailand was 
ahead in terms of 
transparency — and 
fairness in tax admin- 
istration. 

In terms of infras- 
tructure, Thailand 
was зеп much 
ahead in almost all 
areas, — including 
roads, ports, airports 
and electric power. 


iate 


The study specifi 
cally noted that the 
government — must 
speed up the follow- 
ing projects: highway 
link between Manila 
and Batangas port, 
improvement of the 
Alabang viaduct, 
construction of the 
Subic Bay-Clark-Tar- 
lac Highway Corri- 
dor, Subay Bay con- 
struction and phase 2 
of the Batangas port 
development project. 
“Малу of the gov- 
emment projects on in- 
frasrucure 
ment are being de- 
layed, mostly due to 
shortage of budget and 
insufficient coordina- 
боп among govem- 
ment agencies in- 
volved,” the sudy said. 
The study added 
that Naia 3 had be- 
come a symbolic fail- 
ure of private invest- 
ment in the Philip- 
pines. 
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GMA 7 hits 2005 


more than P543 million in princi- 
pal and interest. 

Interms of its regional expansion, 
the company said it has upgraded its 
transmitter and other technical fa- 
cilities in Cebu and Davao and has 
installed a transmitter in Bacolod. 

GMA earlier said it would set 
aside about P900 million for capi- 
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a. FrompageBt 
tal expenses this year 

1t said GMA Pinoy TV, which 
was launched in the United 
States, Japan, Guam and 
Malaysia last year and the Middle 
East and Cerritos, California, this 
year, continued to increase its 
subscriber Баве, exceeding 
80,000 as of March this year. 
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Malaysian 


By Abigail L. Ho 


MALAYSIAN CONGLOMERATE 
Ranhill Bhd has joined the YNN 
Pacific Consortium Inc., the win- 
ning bidder for the 600-megawatt 
Masinloc coal-fired power plant. 
Ranhill has committed to help 
the group meet the new June 30 
deadline for the remittance of the 
$227:million payment for the plant. 
In a briefing Saturday, Power 
Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- 
agement Corp. (PSALM) presi- 
dent Nieves Osorio said YNN had 
already firmed up its partnership 
with Ranhill and that the 


Malaysian firm had also showed 
its commitment to the deal. 

PSALM officials recently met 
with YNN representatives, Ran- 
hill president and chief executive 
Tan Sri Hamdan Mohamad, and 
Ranhill Power Bhd chair Tan Sri 
Majid Khan, where the Malaysian 
firm revealed its vision of beefing 
up its power business. 

It was also during that meet- 
ing, Osorio said, that PSALM gave 
the YNN-Ranhill consortium an- 
other three months to come up 
with the $227-million payment 
for the plant, which represented 
40 percent of the consortium’s 


TOSHIBA 


PORTABLE DVD PLAYER 
wj Tin. TFT LCD screen. 


Unit 5122, Sth Fr. Bidg B, SM Me 
jong Elly Tel nos: 636111 


Mandal. 
723-1356 - 727-6973 
723-6138 - 723-6890 

481 RJ. Fernandez St, San Juan, Metro Manila 


MADE SIMPLE! 


Want a happier work force? 
Pay them exact and on time! 


Monitor Time and Attendance. 

Monitor time and attendance (T&A) using a variation of 
Time and Attendance devices which can be automati- 
cally connected to Payroll Pro. You have a choice of 
using either fingerprint or proximity card technology de- 
pending on your needs. 


Compute Payroll 

Wh Payroll Ero, you can save yourself the hassle. of 
endless paperwork regarding employes pay, not io 
mention a web of employer's obligations, government 
reports such as SSS, alphalist, PHIC, W2 plus bank 
submissions for employee ATM accounts. 


Record Personnel Information 

What's more, our Human Resources Information System 
(HRIS) lets you keep accurate and centralized employee per- 
sonnel data such as performance evaluations, attendance, 
training and education, medical history, accomplishments and 
offences plus other important employee information. 


Pay salaries exact and on time and be print on individual con- 
fidential pay slips. Everything's automatic because data flows 
digitally and fully compatible from one tool to another. 


533-1962 | 533-3612 
888.4095 | 533-6040 


it www msbedsystems.com 


Simple enough? 
SIMPLIFY 


"A SMART TIP FROM. 
YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP 


FOR SMALL MEDIUM BUSINES 


SYSTEMS CORPORATION 


3 Foor у ап Shopping Canter 
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firm joins Masinloc winning bidder 


winning bid of $561.7 million. 

The state firm also hiked the 
performance bond for the plant 
to $14 million from the original 
$11 million. 

‘This amount would be forfeit- 
ed in favor of the government if 
YNN-Ranhill fails to 
remit the paymenton 
time. 

"We believe that the 
additional $3-million 
performance bond is 
enough indication of 
YNN-Ranbill's serious- 
mess to push through 
with the deal. It is also. 


sufficient protection for the gov- 
emment's interest in the next three 
months," Osorio said. 

“We are confident that they can 
deliver. We've checked the seri- 
‘ousness of (RanhilD)" she added. 

She related that Ranhill had 


appointed ABN-Amro as the sole 
rating advisor, lead manager and 
book runner for the deal. 

The investment firm would 
help the group raise the $227- 
million payment. 

The Asian Development Bank 


had also signified its interest to 
provide project refinancing and 
possibly equity, she said. 

A letter-agreement between Ran- 
hill and ADB stated that the multilat- 
eral lender would soon begin review 
of and due diligence on the project. 


2 Eamashighas 
12% interest per year 

Ez With monthly payment of 
interest TAX-FREE 

[Z Secure aloan with your 
depositas collateral 

LZ For only Php 25,000 
minimum deposit 


Interest rates: 
"257-997 = 10% pa. 
*1007-499T - 10596 pa. 
*S00T-999T =11%pa. 
*1M-4999M = 11596 pa. 
*SM&up =12%pa. 


AMNBANK 


AMA Rural Bank of Mandaluyong, Inc. 


53 Years of Banking Service 


HEAD OFFICE Tels: 533-4024 * 533-8244 * 533-4022 * 535-9394 * 535-9391 * 534-7562 
BRANCHES Bacoor Tels: 529-8870 * (046) 417-3541, (046) 417-6373, Telefax: (046) 417-3483 * Pasig Tels: 
642-6704, 642-6885, Telefax: 643-7133 * Baliuag Tels: (044) 766-7905, Telefax: (044) 673-3214 * San Fernando 
Tels: (045) 961-6015, (045) 963-1056, (045) 861-2618, Telefax: (045) 961-6014 * Cainta Tels: 655-9068, 
Telefax: 248-0209 * San Pablo Tels: (049) 562-7796, (049) 562-7756, Telefax: 520-6018 * Calamba Tels: (049) 
545-6552, (049) 834-0619, Telefax: (049) 834-1890 * Tayug (Pangasinan) Tels: (075) 572-2454, (075) 572-2031; 
Telefax: (075) 572-2453 * Morong Tels: 691-6551, 691-5533, 653-0175, Telefax: 653-0170 

MEMBER: PDIC. Deposits insured up to P 250,000 per depositor. 


(14 "635-6074 


COMPUTER 


FOR ONCE, MANAGEMENT 
THAT MAKES THINGS SIMPLE. 


The IBM eServer™ xSeries” 226 Express lets you manage 
your current servers from a single console. That's simple. 
And together with Intel® Xeon® Processors, the x226 can 
help meet your business needs now and as you grow. 
‘That's smart. It can even alert you to potential hard drive 
problems up to 48 hours in advance. That's innovation 
that matters. All in all, it takes on a lot of responsibility 


IBM eServer xSeries: 226 Express 


Great are, rint, remote ойе, nd collaboration. 
кот PAP136,500' es 


үнө? Xeon? Processor 3.0GHz 800MHz FSB with 

ZMB L2 Cache (Dual capable) 
1xSI2MB ECC DDR2 SDRAM ОМД expandable o 1668 
2x TGB 10K Hot Swap SOSI Hard Disk Deve. 

integrated IBM SeveRAID To (supports RAID Gi) 


IBM eServer" xSeries* x226 
Xeon” Processor 3.2GHz with 2MB L2-Cache 


From PAP147,000' елау 
Double Up Promo! Boy amy ot me above bends and get 
"Belen tems t PREE 


Er 
IBM eServer" xSeries* x206m 
From PhPBS 400 1228525) 


IBM eServer" xSeries* 100 
From PhP68, 9001848825; 


| не Penim 4 Processor 30GHz Also Available 
ih 2MBL2 Cache i 
| IBM eServer xSeries" x206m 
| 2%512MBPC2-4200D0RŻSDRAM 1 х 7358 Hot Swap SAS Herd Disk Drive 


| 1x 16068 simple Swap SATA 
| Hard Dek Drive From РР75,800@ в‹в5з5) 


| integrated IBM Severan ве 
1 (exppons RADON) 


inlet Poniu” 4 Processor 30GHz wih 2MB L2 Cache 
|. rams Pce-<z00 опг SORAM 
| 2x 18068 Simple Swap SATA Hard Disk Divo 

зува Onto Warranty. Service by BM 


|. "IBM eServer xSeries is #1 in the Philippines in the x86 server ‘market in unit shipment in 2005” 
| SOURCE: IDC Asia/Pacific Quarterly Enteprise Server Tracker, 04 2005, February 2006 


| 
1 800-858-1426 | 


ibm.com/ ph/offers 
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28" Death Anniversary 
ofthe LATE 


ESPERANZA LIMJAP 
VDA. DE OSMENA 


(1896-1978) 


Into Your hands, I commit my spirit, redeem me О Lord, 
‘The God of Salvation. PSALMS 31:5 


Atty. Lumen R, Policarpio 


Masses wil be offered at the following Churches on 04 April 2006: 
of Navotas, Metro Manila 


St. John Bosco Parish Church 
Pasay Road, Makati City 

Santuario de San Antonio Parish 
Forbes Park, Makati City 

St. Andrew the Apostle Parish Church.. 
Bel-Air Village, Makati City 

Malate Catholle Church, Our Lady of Remedies Parish 
2000 M. J. Del Pilar, Malate, Manila 

Our Lady of Mt, Carmel Parish . 
Barasoain, Malolos City 

Basilica Minore of the Immaculate 
Concepcion Parish, Malolos City 


. 6302. 
October 24, 1916 — March 30, 2006 


130m. 


. взора 
Former Assistant Executive Secretary to Pres. Ramon Magsaysay i 


Former President of Federacion Internationale De. Abogadas (FIDA) 
Former President IBP, Manila Chapter 
Former Chairman of UNESCO (Philippines) 
Former Member, Board of Liquidators, Office of the President 


600 am. 


6.00 am, 


6:00 am 


Parents: 


Interment will be on Wednesday, April 5, 2006 after 9:00 A-M. Mass at the 
Family Mausoleum at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 


Former President, Woman Lawyers Association of the Philippines (WLAP) 
Distinguished Elderly, Cathedral of King, Sheridan St, Mandaluyong City. 


meon (t) ё Modesta (t); Brothers and Sisters: Ricardo, Felizardo (t), Abelardo (1), Baby (1), 

Conde, Фере (t) and Ruben; Adopted Children Former PLLO Sec. Jimmie e Sheila Policarpio, Renee c 

Beth Policarpio, Gina Policarpio, Sisters and Brother-in-Law, Nephews e SNieces, and Grandchildren, 
Relatives and Friends join in prayer for her eternal repose in heaven. 


‘Her remains lie at the Magallanes Church Memorial Chapel, Magallanes Vilage, 
South Super Hi-way (SLEX), Makati City. 


Cebu City 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites interested 
contractors, registered with the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board 
(PCAB) and classified, at least, as Category C and D, IAC Small, Sub- 
Category B, Specialty in Electrical Works or General Building — Buliding & 
industrial Plant and have completed within the last ten (10) years at least 
‘one (1) supply, delivery, Installation, testing and commissioning of electrical 
distribution system contract amounting to at least ity percent (50%) of the 
‘approved budget, to apply for eligbity and to bid for the project: 


SUPPLY, DELIVERY, INSTALLATION, TESTING AND 
COMMISSIONING OF THE BOHOL EXPANDED RURAL 
ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT STAGE |, SCHEDULE 1 (5 SITIOS) 
EDC 06-038 


The Approved Budget is PhP 1,089,429.51 chargeable against PNOC-EDC 
fund. The contract duration Is 110 calendar days. 

Application forms for eligibility and the bidding documents may be secured 
from the PNOC-EDC Contracts Administration Group (c/o F.T. Tolibas local 
5179) staring April 3, 2006 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Pesos 
‘One Thousand (PhP 1,000.00). 

Site inspection Is on April 25-28, 2006. For the purpose of clarifying certain 
issues, a pre-bid conference will be held on April 28, 2006 2:00 p.m. at the 
BAC Conference Room, First Floor, Bulding V, Energy Center, Merritt Road, 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila. 

‘Application for eligibility and sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC 
Contracts Administration Group, First Floor, Bullding V, Energy Center, 
Merritt Road, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manlia not later than 2:00 p.m. 
(Contracts Administration Group Office Wall Clock Time) of May 9,2005 
‘and shall be publicly opened immediately thereafter. 

PNOC-EDC reserves tho right to reject any or all bids or parts thereof, to waive 
any informality therein, to accept such bids or to award any part of the work to 
апу bidder whose bid Is considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDC 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE. 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
‘SBC Building, EDSA, Greens 
сау of Mandaluyong, Mato Manila, Philippines 1554 
‘CORPORATION FINANCE DEPARTMENT 


INTHE MATTER OF 
ACTIVE REALTY AND 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


ieee ai 


REGISTRATION OF SECURITIES 


NOTICE AND ORDER 


Notice и hereby given that on March 15, 206, a registration statement was filed 
with the Securities and Exchange Commission for and on belalf of ACTIVE REALTY 
AND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION for the registration of 324 Timeshare 
‘Membership Certificates at a price ranging from P323,000 00 o 182760000 each. 


According 1o the paperaldocuments presented, the following persons are the 
белото сеп of the corporation: 


Name Poston 
ANTONIO А. TURALBA, Sr. 
MA. CRISTINA V. TURALBA 
ANTONIO V. TORALBA, dr. 
ANTONELLA T. ABDON 
ЭнлнЕТТЕ Т. FUENTEBELLA 
RENE 2. KATIGBAK 


Chairman 
Vice-Chairnan/Director 
President 
Director/Treasurer 
Director 

Corporate Secretary 


Sui registration statement and other papersldocuments attached thereto are open 
to inspection by interested partes during business, ours and/Apie thereof, photosatic 
ш ойегийи, shal b finished to every party at ich гоор Дес as the Commision 
may prescribe. i 


(oL-Mareh27 & Api, 2008) 
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 CASH/TERMS. 
STUDENT 
CONDO 


А МАГ р D Riia 5 
06 т 534-9921 * 531-1384 * 534-8350 * 531-0395 * (046) 417-3115 
! (0920) 950-4626 * (0917) 855-7881 * (0920) 961-2418 


"Рау ол сап (0920) RSGHOME * (0920) 911-002 * wan quevent.com *hhi@guevent.com 


TransCo Acquires 
Electronic Library 


* The National Transmission Corporation 
(TransCo) recently acquired the subscription 
to the electronic version of the Worldwide 
Standards Plus (WWSP), a powerful refer- 


Sto. Tomas bats for aviation 
training facilities in Clark 


Shrine of Our Lady of Manaong Parish 
"Молдова, Pangasinan 
Redemptorist Church. 


Cebu Metropolitan Cathedral Parish. 
Р. Burgos Street, Cebu City 
Basilica del Sto. Nii. 
‘Augustinian Fathers, Osmeña В! 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish .. 
IN, Escario Street, Capitol Site, Cebu City 
St Therese of the Child Jesus Parish... 
Таһир, Cebu City 
San Roque Parish Church. 
jubangdako, Mandaue City 
Sto. Rosario Parish ........- 
р. del Rosario St, Cebu City 


ence material for engineering. It Includes 
standards from such societies as the Ameri- 
can National Standards institute (ANSI), the 
‘American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM), International Electro Technical 
Commission (IEC), the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association (NEMA) and the 
American Society of Safety Engineers (ASEE/ 
SAFE). The acquisition of WWSP Is part of 
the continuing efforts of TransCo to improve 
its efficiency In the operation of the high 
voltage transmission nationwide. The 
electronic library сап be accessed through 
the local Intranet of TransCo with as many as 
12 simultaneous users online. WWSP Is a 
product of Information Handling Systems 
(IHS), a leading provider of technical stan- 
dards worldwide through its local counter- 
part, Techinfo Solutions Inc. and who can be 
reached through telephone number 888-1018 
or via email at Info@techinfo,ph. 


LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT SECRETARY 
Patricia A. Sto. Tomas said sustained training ef- 
forts will enable the country to gear up for the 
‘emerging global preference for skilled Filipino 
aviation workers and maintain, at the same 
time, the mission critical skills required by the 
country's own air transport industry. In a radio 
interview, the Labor Chief suggested that the 
former US bases — the Clark and Subic — be 
used for this purpose in order to boost both the 
aviation training system of the country, and bol- 
ster the opportunities not only for pilot trainees, 
but also for aviation instructors, The Labor Chief 
indicated that in the maritime sector, for ex- 
ample, the Dutch Shipowners Association had 
earlier chosen Palompon, Leyte to set up a train- 
ing school for Filipino seafarers, some 300 of 
whom have been trained and with 60 given ship- 
board employment. 

Sto. Tomas said that the country needs to gear 
up and strengthen aviation training in view of a 
projected global demand for some 10,000 addi- 


tional pilots until 2010, and an international di- 
recive requiring only English speaking aviation 
personnel that is expected to be enforced by the 
year 2008. "Our statistics show that about one 
Filipino pilot leaves for an overseas job each 
week, 

However, if this increases to even 20, it could 
lead to local pilot shortages,” she said, Those who. 
take the option, she said, are attracted by salaries 
as high as P500,000 a month offered pilots by air- 
lines abroad, which are tax free in line with the 
‘exemption afforded overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs). Thus, the Labor Chief added that it is im- 
perative to strengthen the country's aviation 
training set-up in view of the investment it takes to 
produce critically required pilots and other mission. 
Critical skills, increase the country’s aviation work- 
ets pool, and effectively preserve and replace those. 
‘who opt for overseas opportunities, "t takes about. 
eight years, including four years of formal educa- 
tion, as well as another four years of experience to 
bea full-fledged pilot,” Sto, Tomas said, 


6003. 


6002. 


6302. 
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5:30 pm. 


6.00 pa. 


Renders are requested to pray 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


APOLLO MINERAL RESOURCES INC. 
w 
cena 


putetur Pt Ce, 
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NOTICE OF SPECIAL 
STOCKHOLDERS’ MEETING 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A SPECIAL 
MEETING OF ALL STOCKHOLDERS OF APOLLO 
MINERAL RESOURCES, INC. vill be held on 18 Apr 
2006 I tha etrmoon at Unit G. 11th Floor, Svata 100 
F. Ortigas Jr. Avenue (formerly Emerald 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City. to discuss the 
‘winding up ofthe business affairs ofthe corporation. 

When registering your attendance at the 
aforementioned special stockholders! moeting. please 
present any valid form of identification, such as 
‘company LD. passport or driver's icons. 

It you cannot personally attend the meeting and 
wouid iko to be represented by a Proxy, a writen and 
Signed copy of the Proxy must bo racolved by the 
undersigned not ater than Apr 7, 2006. In case of а 
Corporation, the Proxy must be signed by duly 
authorized offer. 

Pasig City, March 16, 2006, 


(Syd) ELENA T. PEREZ 
Acting Corporate Secretary 
(Po. Mucha 27h Ap 3.00) 


CIALIST 


GONORRHEA WARTS 
SYPHILIS, STO, HERPES 


SKIN DISEASES 
"ALLERGIES RE CURRENT 
UTI ALMORANAS, 
ERECTIONPROSLEIS. 
INFERTILITYMAPOTENCE 
|MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
КЕ.ООРАР SMEAR 
SME LABORATORY 
бета. No.8 Pure S, 
Cubao, С. 
(OPEN 3 AM 1o 6PM MON. to Т 


TEL. NOS. 4392706 
4373898/9139474. 


BUY'SELL'PAWN 


WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL 
8040484/8342886 


“The folowing stock certificates were decared los: 

4) 6,000 Meralco "A" shares serial numbers 29193. 
а 552777 registered to Rosita Со 

2) 3,000 Petron shares serial numbers 497610, 
710643, 1221952, 1498253 registered to 
See Sin Tee 

It found, please contact BDO Securities Corp. 

848-6300. 


It no contest received, new cercate wil be issued. 
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CONTINUING COMMITMENT 
Shown from left are Baguio Country Club general manager 
Anthony De Leon, Bagulo City vice mayor Peter Rey Bautista, 
City mayor Braulio Yaranon, councilor Pinky Chan Rondez and 
Baguio Country Club president lawyer Federico Agcaoili during 
the club's Culmination Activity of their Centennial celebration. 
last Feb. 18, which took place at the Burnham Park Skating Rink. 
In the same event, the BCC employees and executives also visited 
the more than two hundred pine tree seedlings they planted in 
the latter. 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


MILKIN CORP, THE EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBU- 
tor of the Fiorgelato Italian ice cream brand in 
the Philippines, is banking on the growth of Fil- 

ino overseas markets to support its expansion. 
in Asia this year. 

Millkin president Ricardo Cuna said following 
the MicroNegosyo Fair at the Philippine Army 
Gym last Friday that Milkin planned to intro- 
duce food services in new markets through joint 
ventures and possible franchises. 

Cuna said Milkin planned to open stores in 
two Asian markets within the year. 

“We have been in the market for 15 years. 
We are practically in Luzon, Vizayas and Min- 
danao. Now we are going global. We think 
our product and company are ready enough 
to go overseas,” Cuna said. 

Aside from ice cream, Milkin is also in- 
volved in the coffee business through Fior 
Café. 

Fiorgelato has 50 outlets in the Philippines, 
40 are held by fran- 
chisees and 10 are 
company-owned. 

Milkin Corpora- 
tion was established 
in 1989 under a Fil- 
ipino-Italian business 
venture. 

The company 
started as Designers 
Ice Cream Manufac- 
turing Co., created to 
formulate ice cream 
products. 

The specially-pre- 
pared ice cream 
catered to restau- 
rants, hotels, and 
food chains under a 
“private-labeling” ar- 
rangement, 

Within the same 
year, Milkin Corp. 
was granted exclu- 
sive rights from Italy 
to manufacture, sell, 
and distribute Fiorge- 
lato. 
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Extremely Affordable 
BenQ XGA Projector 


XGA (1024x768 pixeis) 
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55'Gam 6566.51. 
2209 - iomp 5000/4000 has. 
(Normaifeconornic mode) 
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PREMIERE AUCTION 


April 8, 2006 9:00 am tó 12:00 noon, Gabaldon Hall, Club Filipino 
Eisenhower Ave. cor. Club Filipino Ave., Greenhills, San Juan 


ANTIPOLO, RIZAL 
РАЕМ АМТ 001 HOUSE & LOT | PROLMAKOI7 COMMERCIAL CONDO 
LA. 1,000 sqm. FA. 49 зат. 

Quezón Ave., Ext, CIIVLAND and DELA ROSA 
BRGY. SAN JOSE, Antipolo Condominium 

Min. Bid Price: P8,000,000.00 | Min. Bi Price: P 1,600,000.00 


MAKATI 


TAYTAY, RIZAL 


PREMLTAY O11 HOUSE & LOT 
LA. 135 sam. FA 130.50 sqm. 
Ma. Clara St, & Pagasa, 

BRGY. STA. ANA 

Min. Bid Price: P1,465,000.00 


VALENZUELA 


PREM.VAL 026 SCHOOL 
LA 287 sqm. FA. 190 sqm. 
Jasmin St. DE CASTRO SUED. 
Pasoe de Blas 

Min. Bid Price: P2,000,000.00 


BULACAN 


РАЕМ ВШ. 029 VACANT LOT 
LA. 2387 зат. 

Camias San Miguel Road, 
SAN MIGUEL 

Min Bi Price: P 2,000,000.00 


тем сүт 039 VACANT 
RESIDENTIAL LOT 

LA. 477 sam. 

CIIYLAND HEIGHTS Bo. Ulong 
Tubig, Carmona 

Min. 84 Price: P 954,000.00 


PREM ANT 002 RESIDENTIAL LOT 
LA. 132 sam. 

Interior Rd. JOSEFINA SUBD. 
Mambungan 

Min. Bid Price: P 641,450.00 


PREM_MAK 018 HOUSE & LOT 
LA. S0 sqm. FA 50 sam. 
Lots Nos. 48 & 4C, Bak na Bato t, 
Kalayaan Ave. OLYMPIA 


Min. Si Price: P 1,100,000.00 тем. сут 040 VACANT RSOL LOT 


LA. 332 sqm. 
CITYLAND GARDEN BREEZE 
VILLAGE М, Brgy. Bikiatan, Trias 
Min, Bid Price: P 232,400.00 


РАЕМ АМТ 007 VACANT LOT 
LA. 300 sqm. 

stia St, PALOS VERDES DEC. VL, 
Phase 1-A dela Paz, Antipolo 

Min. Bid Price: P 1,500,000.00 


PREM, МАК 019 OFFICE CONDO 
F.A. 38.33 sam. 

MAKATI EXEC. CENTER CONDO 
Alfonso St. cor. Herrera S. 
Min. Ва Price: P 2,200,000.00 


MARIKINA 


PREM_MRK 009 HOUSE & LOT 
LA. 279 sam. FA 33575 sqm. 
Yellow Stone Park St., cor. 
Overland Park St, PARKLAND 
ESTATE SUBD. Malanday 

Min. Bid Price: P 2,000,000.00 


PREM_CVT 041 RESIDENTIAL LOT 
LA 200sqm. РА. 88/49 sqm. 
BRGY. STO. NIRO (Area 1) 
Bagong Sayan (D88), Dasmariñas 
Min Bid Price: P 800,000.00 


РАЕМ АМТ 012 VACANT LOT 
LA. 171 sam. 

Found St, LORES SUBD. Balimbing 
Min. Bid Price: P 427,500.00 


ANGONO, RIZAL 


PREMLANG 003 HOUSE & LOT 
LA 1517 sqm. FA. 1,734 sqm. 
Aurora Ave. cor. Macopa SL, 

‘AURORA SUBD., San Isidro, Angono 
Mir. Bid Price: P 13,505,380.00 


PREM. CVT 042 RESIDENTIAL LOT 


PREM_BUL 030 HOUSE & LOT 
LA SSésqm. FA 55 sam. 
Mercado Ext. сог. Daang Bakal, 
BRGY. TAONG PULONGGUBAT, 
КА 

Min. Bid Price: P 1,000,000.00. 


Brgy. Real, Salinas Racoor. 
PREM.MRK 010 VACANT LOT Mis. Bid Price: P 998,100.00 
LA. 283 sqm. 

JP. Rizal St, cor. Butihin t 
‘CONCEPCION 

Mir. Ва Price: P2,000,000.00 


MONTALBAN, RIZAL 


РАЕМ ММТ O13 VACANT LOT 
LA. 574 sqm. 

YAKALST. Brgy. San Jose Rodriguez. 
Min. Bid Price: P 1,050,000.00 


MUNTINLUPA 


PREM. MUN 020 VACANT LOT 
LA. 432 зат. 

Orchids St., SOUTH GREENHEIGHTS 
Min. Bid Price: P 1,700,000.00 


QUEZON CITY 


PREM QC 021 VACANT LOT 
LA. 1,329 sam. 

Amor St, HILLTOP SUBD., 
Pasong Putik, Novaliches 

Min. Bid Price: P 3,300,000.00 


РАЕМ СУТ 043 VACANT LOT 
LA. 595 sam. 

Ruby St, STATELAND SUBD., 
Buenavista, Gen. Trias 

Min. id Price: P 714,000.00 


LAGUNA 


PREM_ANG 004 HOUSE & LOT 
LA. 480 sqm. F.A. 116.25 sqm. 
Bayabas St, AURORA SUBD. 
Brgy. San isidro, Angono 


Min. Bid Price: P 2,000,000.00 PREMLBUL 031 HOUSE & LOT 


LA 1030 sam. FA. 90 sam. 
Sampaguitahan St, BRGY. SAN 
VICENTE, Sta. Maria. 

Min. Bd Price: P 1,300,000.00 


РАЕМ АМС 005 VACANT LOT 
LA. 304 sam. 

Aurora Ave. cor. Mangga St, 
‘AURORA SUBD. Brgy. San Isidro, 
Angono 

Min. Bid Price: P 1,100,000.00 


РАЕМ АМС 006 VACANT LOT 
LA. 240 sam. 

VILLAGE EAST, Bray. San Isidro 
Min. Bid Price: P 400,000.00 


CALOOCAN 


PREM. CAL 015 RESIDENTIAL BLDG. 
LA. 1,000 зат. РА. 74 sqm. 
50. BAGUMBONG 

Mir. Bid Price: P 2,000,000.00 


PREM LCN 044 HOUSE & LOT 
LA Озат. FA 64 sqm. 
Peras St. cor, Lanzones St 
GRACIA SUBD., 

Boy. San Antonio Вал 

Min. Bid Price: P 800,000.00 


PREM BUL 032 RESIDENTIAL LOT 
LA. 1,100 sqm. 

Int San Marcos Rd, 

BRGY. SAN MARCOS, Calumpit 
Min. 88 Price: P 400,000.00 


тем эл. 033 VACANT LOT 
LA. 729 sam. 

Buencamino St, BRGY. SAN JOSE, 
San Miguel 

Min. Ва Price: P 900,000.00 


CAVITE 


тим. СУТ 034 VACANT LOT 
LA. 300 sqm. 

CREEN VALLEY 5080, 

San Nicolas Bacoor 

Min. Bid Price: P 450,000.00 


PREMLLGN 045 VACANT LOT 
LA 200 sam. 

Muñoz Compound 

BRGY. CASE Ban 

Min. Bid Price: P 400,000.00 


PREM.LCN 046 HOUSE & LOT 
LA2SOsqm. FA 160 sqm. 
Zamora St, Brgy. San Miguel 
Poblacion, MAJAYJAY 

ми. Bi Price: P 900,000.00 


PREM_CAL 028 VACANT LOT 
LA. 150 sqm. 

Amsterdam St. VISTA VERDE. 
NORTH, Phase 1-E Bray. Lano 
Min. Bid Price: P 450,000.00 


LAS PIÑAS 


тм зр 014 RESIDENTIAL BLOG. 
LA. 300 sqm. FA. 182.5 sqm. 
Circe Gal St., SANTOS VILL, 
Pulang Lupa Ù 

Min. id Price: P 1,600,000.00 


PREM. QC 022 RESIDENTIAL LOT 
LA 694 sam. РА. 200 sam. 
DIAMOND SUED. Brgy. Kaligayahan, 
Novaliches 

Min. Bid Price: Р 3,532,500.00 PREMLLCN 047 HOUSE & LOT 
LAl/00sqm. FASI8sqm. 
MONSERATT SUBD. Brgy. Callos 
Sto. Angel Norte Sta. Cruz 

Min. Bd Price: P7,076,815.00 


PREM.CVT 035 HOUSE & LOT 
LA. 200 sqm, FA. 159 sqm. 
Queensview St. Arta A 
QUEENSROW SUBD., 

Brgy. Molino Bacoor 

Min. Bid Price: P 1,200,000.00 


PREM_QC 023 HOUSE & LOT 
LA. 109.70 sam. 

MILLE TOWNHOMES, Cenocle 
Drive, Culiat Tandang Sora 
Min. id Price: P 2,600,000.00 


TAGUIG 


теми 024 RSDILLOT w/ IRV. 
LA 1З зат, FA 219 sam. 
Aquino St., UPPER BICUTAN 

Min. Bid Price: P 1,564,350.,00. 


PREM_LGN 048 VACANT LOT 
LA. 366 sam. 

Narra St. cor, Dapdap and 
Antipolo Sts., MONSERATT SUBD. 
Calls Sto. Angel Sta. Cruz 
Min. Bid Price: P 2,000,000.00 


PREM.LSP 036 HOUSE & LOT 
LA. 387 som. РА. 567.82 sqm. 
Trinidad St. SAN ISIDRO М. 
Pamplona | 

Min. Bid Price; P 3,860,000.00 


MANILA 


PREM MAN 016 HOUSE & LOT 
LA, 180 sqm. РА. 360 sam. 
К. Almeda St. QUERICADA, Tondo 
Min. Bid Price: P 1.816.000.00 


тем, сут 037 VACANT LOT 
LA. 249 sam. 
Суала Ave. CITYLAND GREEN 
BREEZE VIL. 6 Brgy Biclatan, 
Gen. Trias, 
Min. Sd Price: P 249,000.00 
PREMLLGN 049 HOUSE & LOT 
LA 1,000 жул. FA. 257.75 sqm. 
Purok 3 Masapang National Hway 
BRGY. MASAPANG VICTORIA 
Min. Bid Price: P 4,000,000.00 


CALL NOW! Monday to Sunday, 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 PM., Те, Nos. 534-9686; 534-9725 « Cellphone No. 0921-6722888 


SHOW HONEY 200 ASH CR MANAGERS CHECK. A PROPERES FOR SALE ME ON ANAS SHERE SBAS PROPERES PACES IRE ЭЛЕП TODAS МОЛ ROB ONCE. 
QUEE ICA OD RUT TOP ОЛ TO CORECT PONS PRCES. Баб. DEALS SS FT PROPERES т PET OF OSCE AFE OSCONEED. 


"cnow POWERED p PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., The No. 1 Property Auctioneer In The Country. 


РАЕМ TAG 025 VACANT LOT 
LA. 201 sam. 

Int. |P. Rizal St, Juan Luna. 
USUSAN 

Мп, Sid Price: P 804,000.00 


PREM.CVT 038 HOUSE & LOT 
LA 150 дт, F.A. 90 sqm. 
Poblacion 2, CMA 

Min. Bid Price: P 630,000.00 


! i BUSINESS ed 
Expansion of ice cream firm banks on OFWs 


Instant ID cards with Javelin — a surefire business 
opportunity because every school... business... bank. 
government office.. club... social organization... in short, 
EVERYWHERE ID cards are mandatory in today's world. 
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NOTICE TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS 


Please be informed that the Board of Directors approved 
today, 31 March 2006, the amendment of its resolution of 10 
February 2006 authorizing the reclassification of the redeemed 
Preferred shares and unissued Preferred shares of the capital 
stock of the Corporation into 5.8 Billion new Preferred "B" 
shares with par value of P 1.00 per share or the aggregate 
par value of P. 5.8 Billion, by changing the par value of the new 
shares from P- 1.00 per share to P. 100.00 per share and 
reducing the number of the new Preferred "B" shares from 
5.8 Billion shares to 58 Million shares with the aggregate par 
value of P 5.8 Billion. Except for the number of shares and 
the par value per share, the features of the new Preferred "В" 
shares approved by the Board in its resolution of 10 February 
2006 shall remain the same. 


The amended resolution will be submitted for the 
ratification of the stockholders during the Corporation's Annual 
Stockholders' Meeting on 07 April 2006. 


Makati City, 31 March 2006. 


FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Дл дА 
MERCEDITA S. NOLLEDO 


Senior Managing Director 
& Corporate Secretary 


Ж Ayala 


NOTICE OF REGULAR ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS' MEETING 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the regular annual meeling of stockholders 
of AYALA CORPORATION will be held at the Grand Ballroom of the InterContinental 
Manila, Ayala Ave., Makati City, on Friday, 07 April 2006 at 9:00 A.M. with the following 


AGENDA 
|. Determination of Quorum 
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Annual Report 


New Business 

4.1 Ratification of all Acts and Resolutions of the Board of Directors and 
of the Executive Committee adopted during the preceding year in 
the ordinary course of business. 

42 Ratification of the Resolution of the Board of Directors recommending 
the reclassification of the unissued Preferred Shares and redeemed ; 
Preferred Shares into new Preferred "B" Shares, and the amendment 
of Article Seventh of the Amended Articles of Incorporation to reflect 
the same. 


Election of Directors (including the Independent Director) 
. Election of Auditors and Fixing of their Remuneration 
Consideration of such other business as may properly come before the meeting 
j. Adjournment 
Only stockholders of record at the close of business on 28 February 2006 
are entitled to notice of, and to vole al, this meeting. As por By-laws, the Stock and 
Transfer Books of the Corporation will be closed from 28 February to 07 March 2006, 
Inclusive. 
Makati Ciy, 13 February 2008. 


FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


ГАЗЛИ 
MERCEDITA S. NOLLEDO 
Senor Managing Drecior 
“борошо орау 


By Alexander Villafania 
+ Correspondent. 


SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA—INCREASING 
demand for broadband technologies їп 
the mobile and wireless space are en- 
couraging Asia Pacific countries to adopt. 
convergent technologies that could de- 
liver rich multimedia content such as 
IPTY, voice-over-IB streaming video and 
audio, 

Network infrastructure firm Alcatel is 
‘expecting Asian countries, especially 
those that have a critical mass of Internet 
and mobile users, to be the first to move 
toward convergent networks. By doing 


by Martin Roll 
Author of "Asian Brand Strategy" 


"Building a Culture 
of Innovation" 
by Tony Fernandes 
President 
AirAsia 


“The Brand as the Central 
Operating Principle" 
by Joerg Breuer 
President 
BMW Philippines 


“The Art of Innovation" 
by Rene Almendras 
President 
Cebu Holdings, Inc. 
VP for Corp. Initiatives 
Ayala Land 


"Driving Innovations 
Investment with Fiscal 
Soundness" 
by Lorenzo Tan 
President and CEO 
Sun Life of Canada 


“The Road Ahead 
for the Philippine 
Pharmaceutical Industry” 
by Edwin Feist 
President 
Abbott Philippines 
Regional Director 
Philippines/Australia/NZ 


“The Power of Ideas” 
by Praveen Kenneth 
Managing Director 
Law and Kenneth Worldwide 


“Customer Intimacy through 
Fashion and Mobility” 
by Sandeep Khanna 
Head of Marketing 
Nokia Philippines 


New Research Techniques in 
an Innovative Environment 
by Issa Baron 
Managing Partner 
Good Thinking 


Creativity Across Borders 
with 
Ariel Manuel 
Lolodad's 


Ed Calma 
Lor Calma Design 


and Rajo Laurel 


hosted by JJ Roces 
Asian Institute of Management 


and more... 
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Alcatel sees Asia embracing convergent tech 


so, rich content can be delivered in any 
device through traditional fixed-line 
platforms or through wireless networks. 
Ata regional conference here, Alcatel 
Asia Pacific President Christian Reinau- 
do said operators across Asia are either 
implementing or starting to look into up- 
grading their networks to convergent in- 
frastructure as they follow end-user 
trends toward rich media content. 
"There is a huge appetite for innova- 
tive video and audio experience both for 
the mobile and fixed line space. For in- 
stance, worldwide demand for IPTV 
could reach 70 to 100 million users by 
2010, up from 2.6 million users this year. 


Asia, on the other hand would expect to 
have 16.5 million IPTV users by 2010,” 
Reinaudo said. 

Reinaudo also said mobility is one of 
the key drivers for convergent networks. 
Mobile users, in particular, need to get 
personalized content straight to their 
mobile phones or personal digital assis- 
tants while constantly being on the go. 

Reinaudo also noted that rich content 
services have to be priced according to 
consumers’ capacity to enable more users 
to have access to multimedia services. 
However, he said competition from smaller. 
and independent service providers could 
further push prices down as carriers and 


larger service providers try to compete. 
Voice services would continue to drive 
П telecommunications business 
in Asia. However, VOIP is seen as a dis- 
ruptive technology against incumbent 
operators but that would change as de- 
mand for VOIP pushes carriers to find 
new service delivery models that could 
still generate significant revenues for 
them. 

Alcatel Director for Global Market Po- 
sitioning Dave Hills said that across Asia 
revenue data services is gradually in- 
creasing while revemie from voice is 
slowing down. In addition, revenue from 
mobile phone services is also increasing 
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and fixed-line service is almost flat. 

“There are new challenges that the in- 
cumbent carriers are facing, one of 
which is a decrease in demand for voice 
services, particularly in the fixed-line 
space. What many Asia Pacific carriers 
now are doing is to come up with new 
service schemes that would benefit both 
their mobile and fixed-line business. De- 
ploying convergent networks is a key fac- 
tor" Hills said. 

Hills added that there could be 
changes in the way independent service 
providers are dealing with their larger 
counterparts and the carriers when it 

ALCATEUBII 


PHILIPPINE MARKETING 
ASSOCIATION 


Jamming in The key of Biz 


37th National Marketing Conference 


World Class Innovations 


Philippine Plaza Hotel , May 18-19, 2006 


Regular Registration Fee (April 1 - May 17) 
On-site Registration Fee (May 18) 


P 8,500 
P10,000 


To register, please contact Tel. 634-4890 or e-mail 
<philmarketing @pldtdsi.net> 


SPONSORED BY : Audiowav - Megaworld Corporation - The Brain Computer 
- Home Radio - Energy ЕМ · Citibank - ANIMO Alternative Communications 
- Flash Media - BrandLab - www.YEHEY.com - CENTREX Corporation + 

Ott Louie Philippines · Spring · Carlo Rossi - Faber Castell + 


KMU slams 
call center 
industry 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


EVEN AS THE CONTACT CENTER INDUSTRY 
continues to provide jobs to Filipinos, civil 
rights group Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU) is ac- 
cusing the contact center industry of being a 

hub for exploitation" and even blamed the 
industry for stunting the country's economic. 
growth. 

KMU Spokesperson Prestoline Suyat said in 
a statement that Filipino contact center agents 
аге paid much lower wages than their US 
counterparts, pointing to exploitation by 
multinational firms. 

He noted that entry-level workers have an 
average salary of P15,000 while their US coun- 
terparts earn nearly P40,000 per month. 

The Filipino contact center agent's salary al- 
so falls short of the P19,950 monthly living 
cost. 

“With the same amount of work, our call 
center workers are receiving a lot less. This 
cost-saving measure means greater profit for 
the business process outsourcing (BPO) like 
the call center industry but translates to 
greater exploitation for poor countries likethe 
Philippines,” Suyat said. 

MUS attack on the contact center industry 
is not new since other groups have already 
condemned the industry. One of its critics is 
Bayan Muna Representative Teddy Casifio, 
who argued last year during a Congressional 
hearing that contact centers are exploiting Fil- 
ipino talents to suit US firms. 

Suyat said highly skilled Filipinos who grad- 
uated with degrees not related to the contact 
center industry are being encouraged by the 
government to work in dead-end jobs as con- 
tact center agents. 

“ {President Gloria] Arroyo serves as a pimp 
to the best of the present and upcoming gener- 
ation of Filipinos, Call centers do not con- 
tribute to industrializing the country and yet 
the President is wholesaling the best graduates 
of education, mathematics, or even engineers 
from best schools to be telephone operators,” 
Suyat said 

KMUJBH 


Vista secure 
from attacks: 
Microsoft 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


VISTA, THE NEXT-GENERATION OPERATING 
system of Microsoft, will have more security 
features that will protect users from “offline” 
and online attacks, a Microsoft security ex- 
pert told local reporters. 

Steve Riley, senior program manager of Mi- 
erosofts security business and technology unit, 
said that Vista will definitely address more se 
curity issues inherent in Microsoft Windows 
operating system. 

“їп the past, security might have not received 
a lot of thought in the design of the operating 
system. Right now, itis part of the design,” Riley 
said, when asked to comment on how security 
features will be integrated into Vista. 

Vista, for instance, will feature some form 
of hard drive encryption that will prevent “of- 
fine” attacks by malicious users, Riley said, 

In cases where а РС or a notebook is stolen, 
Vista will disallow users to access the comput- 
ers hard drive until they provide a correct 
username and password. In most cases, mali- 
cious users can access stolen hard disks by cir- 
cumventing the operating system. 

‘Vista will also have improved user access- 
control, meaning the operating system will 
provide limited access to the operating sys- 
Хет by default. This means users will be 
prompted to provide username and password. 
When they intend to switch to the "admin" 
mode, which gives users full control of the op- 
erating system. 

"The same user access-control also gives 
users more control of the online traffic com- 
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to happen by 2010—Alcatel 


By Alexander Villafania. 
Contributor 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—WHILE ASIAS TELECOMMUNI- 
cations carriers are brandishing new strategies for fixed- 
line and mobile convergence, real convergence is not ex- 
pected to happen until 2010 when all of network infras- 
tructure performance reaches maturity, according to an 
executive of network equipment provider Alcatel. 
Speaking at a recent Alcatel regional conference, Asia Pa- 


enhanced managed services, among others. 

“For now, consumers would still receive traditional services 
оп separate networks. The main drivers for convergence аге 
mobility and multiple access of services," Heydon said. 

Network convergence describes the coming together of 
several telecommunications platforms in the fixed-line and 
wireless sectors to provide seamless consumer and busi- 
ness services to any platform and on any device. 

Heydon also said that there would be reduction in costs 
for services in convergent networks, especially since carri- 
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cific Director for Innovation and Market Development Geof 
Heydon said it would take another four to five years before 
the different network platforms such as GSM, 3G, Wifi, 
WIMAX and DSL reach the same level of performance. 

Heydon said network convergence would take about 
four phases and generally, current deployment of next- 
generation networks s still in the second phase. 

By the time the fourth phase happens, consumers 
would enjoy using a number of new and expanded ser- 
vices, such as enhanced voice-over-IP video telephony, 
mobile TY, wireless delivery of business applications and 


ers and content providers do not 
need to develop separate applica- 
tions either for the fixed-line and 
mobile platforms. 

“Both the market and the 
providers will definitely benefit 
from convergence. Consumers 
can choose where to get their ser- 
vices and providers can develop 
innovative services to offer on dif- 
ferent platforms,” Heydon said. 


Alcatel sees Asia Pacific . . . в» 


comes to revenues. By getting higher band- 
width, more rich multimedia services can be 
included as part of a package and carriers 
would have to ensure that their networks are. 
fully utilized. 

"The business for independent content 
providers could grow when carriers start im- 


plementing convergent networks. The oppor- 
tunities are there especially when end-users 
demand content that they don’t get from just 
a mobile or fixed-line network. Convergent 
technologies open new opportunities for the 
telecommunications firms and content 
providers," Hills said. 
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SCREENSHOT of Microsoft's Vista Network Center 


"Microsoft says Vista . . . 


ing through a network and into the PC, he 
said. "You can block torrent traffic using 
Vista's firewall settings,” he added. 

On the other hand, Riley stressed that Mi- 
crosoft has designed Vista on the premise that 
online attacks on Windows applications are 
increasing. 

"Microsoft is helping application develop- 
ers [independent software vendors) create 
more secure applications," he said. 

"The commercial launch of consumer ver- 
sion of Vista has been delayed to January 
2007. The business version will be made 
available оп November this year. 


KMU... 


From page BIO 


From page BIO 


‘The Microsoft security expert said that the. 

software company is integrating more securi- 

features on Vista based on feedback it gets 
rom users. 

“Enterprises should understand, for in- 
stance, that the PC is no longer a personal 
computer. It is an organizational computer, It 
is an asset to a company,” he said. 

Microsoft, however, has to contend with 
designing a secure operating system that will 
have some "fundamental trade offs,” Riley 
said. A secure Vista does not necessarily mean 
users will have an easy-to-use and cheap op- 
erating system. 
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Suyat added: = 
“President — Arroyo n to Apply for Eligibility and to 
gives false hopes to Y 
Our countrymen 
while at the same 
time promoting anti- 
worker policies such 
as — retrenchments 
which they call ratio- 
nalization or stream- 
lining of bureaucracy. 
How can middle-aged 
or retirable employ- 
ees work in call cen- 
ters when the indus- 
try work schedule 
means working dur- 
ing graveyard shifts? 
‘This is the main rea- 
son why there low 
blood levels are the 
norm for call center 
agents caused or ag- 
gravated by lack of 
Sleep due to work 
schedules." 

‘Suyat cited studies 
by the Quezon City- 
based Ecumenical In- 
stitute for Labor Edu- 
cation and Research 
Inc. pointing to a de- 
crease in output of lo- 
cal factories to 2.8 
perent in January 
due to migration of 
skilled workers to 
contact centers, 
which is promoting 
globalization. 

‘The contact center 
industry currently has 
about 80,000 em- 
ployed workers, mak- 
ing it one of the 
biggest industry sec- 
tor employers in the 
country. It is also esti 
mated to have earned. 
close to US$1 billion 
in 2005. 
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EXECUTIVE EDUCATION 


The AIM IT Project Management Program allows 
participants to learn the key skills and competencies 
needed to ensure the successful implementation of 
‘mission-critical E-Business projects. 


Who Should Attend 


Middle and Senior Managers involved in IT-related 
projects who need to develop effective project 
management skills to ensure the desired business 
outcomes 


Program Benefits 


+ Rediscover the nine knowledge areas of modern 
project management and learn to define them into 
44 process areas; 

Gain a clear understanding of IT project. 
implementation success secrets as a combination. 
of enabling technology knowledge, general 


AND LIFELONG LEARNING CENTER 


IT Project Management Program 
April 24 - 28, 2006 | AIM - Manila 


Topics 


+ Enterprise Architecture and the Project Management 
Process 

* Scope Management. 

* Designing and Developing the Project/ Product 

+ Earned Value Analysis & Cost Management 

+ Project Scheduling 

+ Procurement Management in Projects 

* Quality Management and Process Maturity 

+ Risk Management in Projects 
Interpersonal Dynamics and Leadership. 
Project Integration Management. 
Software Tools for Project Management 


ITPM Facuity 
Prof Ricky Lim, Ph.D. Is Program Director of the. 
TT Project Management. He the Associate Dean 
че AI W.SyCIp Graduate School of Business 
(GSB) Не specializes in information technology 
land management communication Pro. Lim 
Completed his Bachelor in Management 
Information Systems (Magna Cum Laude) from 


management skills alongside soft skills & 
understanding of the project environment; 

Learn key elements of speed, cost, technology 
selection, build-or-buy decisions and other factors 
leading to success and/or failure of real-life project 
implementations; 

Be aware of industry “Best Practices"; 

Obtain hands-on experience of building & using. 
‘earned value’ for integrative monitoring of budget, 
schedule and overall risk of the project 


The AIM IT Project Management Program wili likewise 
feature an exam simulation suited for those preparing for 
certification as a Project Management Professional [PMP]. 


Please fax this reply form to 893 2031 or 893 2050 
Dl would like to register in the IT Project Management Program. 


Name: 


МОЙ University- Montreal, Canada (1982) He 


holds Masterin Business Adminstration from Darden Schoo University 
af Vries and a doctorate degree from the Marshal! School o Business 
at the Unveraty of Southern Calor. Hi dissertation is on "Cognitive 
‘Maps in SD Teams: 


Prof гир Maity, PMP, MBA is the founder and 
Currently President and CEO of знані, Inc, э 
leading provider of Internet-based Customer 
gj Relationship Management solutions. His 
organizational abilities and his understanding of 
the diferent Internet programming languages. 
have helped їп the conceptualization and 
implementation ofthe Blastasia software modules, 
He sa qualia Cv Engineer fom Govt Engineering College Jbalpore, 
ingia; his engineering thesis was on computer aided designing of 
‘properties Arup Maity had been the Director handing the Business 
Planning Division at Lando Property Holding Corp after completing his 
MBA from the Aslan Institute of Management in 1997. 


C3 Please send me a list of the other programs. 


Position: 


Company: 


Address: 


Tel No. FaxNo: 


For Details please contact Raul Senedin Yola Genulno / ane Manlapig 
Telefax: 46328932050 or B92 4011 loc. 166,526,228 
Ematexcel@aimedu 
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Creating a WORLD of OPPORTUNITIES 


Foreign 
Trade 


April 21-22, 2006 (10 am to 9 pm), 
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BIGGER and BETTER 
in its 5th year! 


With NEW features: Job Fair, English is Cool Program, 


Health Care 
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AMEC SERVICES LTD ACCENTURE » ANFLO GORF 


ASIAN TIGERS LANE MOVING 


'BERTHAPHIL PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT «iO SAFE HEALTH MANAGEMENT 
BLUE HORIZON TRAVEL CALLSEARCH RECRUITMENT СВ RICHARD ELLIS * ENDEC-AM 


HMR PHILIPPINES, INC, 


PACIFIC STRATEGIES AND ASSESSMENTS « PREMIER WINE & SPIRITS 


LETS TALK PHILIPPINES е NUCONM 
INTERACTION: SECOMP 


‘SCHNEIDER ELECTRIC " STAMH * * SLATE RESEARCH » STEPAN * TEMPS AND STAFFERS ТНТ 


AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF ТМ 
Tel No.: (032) 018-7011 t0 13. * Fax (032) 811-9081 or 811-3104 
 AUBTRALIAN-NEW ZEALAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (PHILIPPINES), ING. 
"Te No.: (032] 788-0040 t042 + Fax: (682) 758-8043 / 44 
BRITISH CHAMDER OF COMMERCE OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

"fal Now (832) 500.837186 » Fax: (032) 803-0073 
CANADIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE PHILIPPINES. 

Tel Nos. (632) 043-0467 / 043-0408 643-0471 +. Fax: (032) 043-0480 
EUROPEAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE PHILIPPINES (ECCP) 


Tal Nos. (032) 846-1324 / 7 


10080 + Fax: (032) 845-1396 / 750-6090 
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Power SECTOR 
ASSETS & LIABILITIES 


AN 
cM MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 


э, SGVII Bldg, Ayala Avenue, Makati Cy 


GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES 
GOVERNING REMITTANCES AND 
DISBURSEMENTS OF THE 
UNIVERSAL CHARGE 
(Revised as per ERC Order dated 5 January 2006) 


WHEREAS, Section 34 ot Republic Act No. 9196 otherwise known as the "lecti 
‘Power industry Воот Act ol 2001" (Ia “Act or EPIRA provides that a Universal 
‘Charge 1o be determined, ined and approved bythe Energy Regulatory Commission 
CERE) shall be imposed on ай End-Users for the folowing purposes: 


Stranded Dobis and Stranded Contract Costs о! National Power Corporation 
МСЭ in excess ol Ine amount 0 be assumed by the Government of the 
Philippine 
Stranded Contact Costs of Distribution Ulis; 

Missionary Blectriication: 

The equaliaton of the taxes and royalies applied io indigenous or renewable 
sources o energy vis-&-vis imported energy fuae: 

Aa environmental charge equivalent to one-fourth ol one centavo per оа. 
four (Ро 00ге), which shall accrue to an environmental fund 10 be used 
аюу lor watershed rehabiitation and management and shali be managed by 
NPO under existing arrangements; and 

в. А аде о account for al forms of cross-subsiies tor a period not exceeding 

three (3) years. 

WHEREAS, Section 5 ol Rule 18 ofthe Implementing Rules and Regulations of 
EPIRA CIRR} mandates thal the Universal Charge пай be a поту passable charge 
ich shal pe (1) collected from ай End-Users on a monthly basis by the Distribution 
Vitis or Suppliers in case of a Conlestable Market ос (2) remited draco the 
‘National Transmission Corporation ("Transco") or its Concessionaire by any End-Users 
f Sell Generation Ente not connected 1o а Distrbuton Uli. 

WHEREAS, Section 7 of Rule 18 of the IRR provides that ай Sel Generation. 
Бооз whother пон, existing or under construction shali по be covered by the 
тровйоп af Universal Charge ora репо of four (4) years fom ts imposition: Provided, 
‘Tha, such Soll Generation Facies shall register wih the EAC and PSALM. 

WHEREAS, Section 34 о! the Act mandates PSALM to be the administrator ofthe 
“universal Charge lunds and requires PSALM to estabish Special Trust Funds (STFS) 
for his purpose. 

WHEREAS, there is а need to establish procedures for the remittance and 
disbursement ©! the Universal Charge and for the timely provision of accurate 
Information in relation thereto, ю ensure thatthe objectives of the Universal Charge 
же achieved and to enable PSALM to lulil is obligations under the Act. 

WHEREAS, Section 6 (b) of Rule 18 o he IRR requires PSALM, in consulation 
wiih the DOF and with the approval of the ERC, to promulgate procedures and 
uoles to gover all remittances ю and disbursements fromthe Special Trust Funds 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration ol the foregoing. PSALM promulgates these 
Amended Guidelines and Procedures Governing ino Remitances and Disbursements 
tthe Universal Charge" as flows. 


Section 1: GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


in compliance wih the EPIRA and iis IRR, these Guidelines are being Issued by 

PSALM for 

(a) the reitance to the Special Trust Funds of he Universal Charge amounts collected 
or received by Disibulon йез, Supplers, and TRANSCO or ts Concessionaie; 

(0) the administration by PSALM ol ihe STFS: 

е) the provision of intormation ta PSALM so that I may comply with йв obigations for 
the management ot Universal Charge funds; and 

(д) the debursement of the Universal Charge by PSALM to the Beneficiaries in 
accordance with thelr entlemonts as determined and approved by ine ERC. 


Section 2: DEFINITION OF TERMS 

20 Dalia Terma: The elowig terms and expressions shali have the 

inearings set от below: 
"лег or'EPIRA telers to Republic Act No. 9136, cree known as e "Electi 
Tovar indus eom Act 912001" 
"Vorefciaros means е ene ego orauhorzedby he EAC io aval othe 
reat Charge pursuant o EPIRA and ta TAA as enumerated în Section 302 
(Stes and eir netcaresy 
тете relers 1o ha Bureau ol Treasury: 
"olecing Ente reo to (1) Disbulon Ultes ог Suppers in case of 
Оман майа and (2) THANSCO or s Concessions i respect ol End- 
(eat эла Sat Genaranori Ene not convacad 1o а Disrbuon UBI: 
“Concessioni” hos the meaning эё daned inthe EPIRA andis IRR and, lor 
emere o doubl relrencu herein to TRANSCO sha apply equa о ihe 

оао аба те Concessionire паз been appoimed fo assume 

SRANSEOS responstnts: 
"Contestable Mart has the meaning as deed in the EPIRA and is AR: 
"Demand Daf relers to a check issued by a bank wih guaranteed обо. Tris 
лиана ony vit provcal brands. This strument 's usualy coded or 
decl purposes, 
"Diirbutln UBI has tv meaning as dln in tho EPIRA and is IAP: 

|. -"DOE"relers to the Department ol Energy, the goverment agency created pursuant 
орла No. 7698 whose expand unction are provided In e Act; 
“DOF reers to the Department of Finance, he goverment agency crested 
pursuant to Executie Order No. 127; 
“End-User nas ina meaning as defined in the EPIRA and is IRA; 


"Energy Regulatory Commissio or “EAC refers to the regulatory agency crested 
by Seaton 38 of he Acts 

“ERC Rules” reers to the “ERC Rules Governing the Collection of the Universal 
charge: 

“Goverment Financial Institution” or “GFF relers to financial institutions or 
corporations wholly owned and controled by the National Government. For 
purposes of these Guidelines, the GFI must be acceptable tothe OOF: 
“Guidetned roers to these “Guidelines and Procedures Governing the Remitances 
and Disbursements ofthe Universal Charge" 

“RET relers to the Implementing Rules and Regulations ofthe EPIRA: 

“Main Trust Account — Universal Charge" means the bank account established by 
PSALM elther with the BTr or a GFI acceptable by ine OOF, purposely and 
excuse for receiving the remitance of the Universal Charge collections from. 
the Collecting Enies: 

-Managers/Cashier's Check” rlers toa check issued by a bank wih guaranteed 
funding. This Instrument must be negotiabie ніча Metro Manta oniy: 


“Markot Operator shali have the same meaning as defined in the EPIRA and iis 
IRR: 


"Missionary Electriicatiort has the meaning as дейле In the EPIRA and its IRR: 
“Nationa Power Соро or” NPC' relers to tne govemment corporation created 
pursuant to Republic Act No. 6395, as amended 
"National Transmission Corporation” or “TRANSCO refers to the government 
Corporation created pursuant о Section 8 сі ina EPIRA. Rlerences to TRANSCO 
еге Guidelines shall aiso be deemed as reterences ю йз Concessionaire: 
"Persor reers о а natural or juridical person, as the case may be; 
"Petionors^relers to the Persons ened о petiton tha ERC for ауайтели ol he 
Universal Charge as provided in Section 3.01 (Paltionar lor Avanti. 
Power Sector Assols and Liabties Management Corporation? or PSALM relers 
то he government owned and controled corporation crested pursuant o Section 
49 ol he EPIRA, 

"Quad Third Parties” or "OTP£ relers to persons who meet the qualiications 
Selby tne DOE ond who obtain the necessary permis rom the ERC and any oiher 
agency es may be required obo an indrocibenelicary ot a portan o ne Universal 
Charge for Missionary Eiecicaton: 

-Sell-Ganeratin Enti ог “Бей-бөлегайоп Facit has the meaning as defined 
Inthe EPIRA and ts IRA; 

-Small Power Лов Groug? or" SPUG:relrs о е funcional unit of NPC created 

= to pursue missionary oacinicatin luncton. 

"Special Trust Fund or "STF гез toa trusi fund ostablshad by PSALM tor each 
intended purpose of Ino Universal Charge and is corresponding Beneficary or 
Bonolicanas as enumeratad in Section 3.02 (STFs and thew Benofciaries; 
"STF Account means an account opened by PSALM eiiner withthe BTr or а GFI 
acceptable 10 the DOF. purposely and exclusively lor remittances to or 
itursemanis ofthe Universal Charge: 
сапой Contract Costs of Distribution Unies" has the same meaning as 
(Branded Contract Costs ol Ekgble Contracts of Ооп (Лане as defined 
oho IRR: 

‘stranded Contract Costs of МРС has the meaning as defined in tha EPIRA and 

к 

"Suanded Debts of МРС or “Stranded Dobis has the meaning as дейле in tho 
EPIRA and is IRR; 


"Suppliof has the meaning as dlined inthe EPIRA and ts IRA; 
Universal Charge” has the meaning as daline in tho EPIRA and iis IRA. 
"WESM Rules” shali reler to tho Мв governing the Wholesale Electity Spot 
Manat (WESM). promulgated by the DOE In ts Department Circular No. 2002- 
(06-008, dated 28 Juno 2002; 
"fholesolo Electricity Spot Marker or WESMrelere to tho Wholasala locity 
‘Spot Market o be created in accordance with RA 9136. 

202 Buis ot Consiuchon: Unless ће context tnorwise requires: 

(a) Worda singular and plural in numbor shall bo deemed to include tho other; 

5) Secton headings are lor conveniance о! reoranco only, do nol form рап of hase 
бадав and лай по! bo doomed о mt or cinonwse alloct алу oi ho provisions 
foreol. Roleroncos to Sectons, unioss olhonwisa indeated, aro rolerncos to 


sections of meso Guidelines: 

(6) Inthe event hat any o! the capitalized toms above are defined through reference to 
the EPIRA ond йв IRR, In he event of а солда, the EPIRA definition shall govern; 
and 

@ inthe event hat any of the cophalzed terms above are defined through reference to 
the EPIRA and Is IRR and such definition appears ony in tha EPIRA or Ine IAR, the 
armis deemed to have been dofined by the document wherein the definition of such 
term appears 

The applicable laws, including the EPIRA, lis IRR and other applicable government 

regulations, are incorporated herein by reference. 


‘Section 3: COVERAGE 


ao t; Thé folowing are entitled to pation the ERC for 


Petitioners tor Arsimeot: 
айтеп of ine Unversal Charge lor each ofthe Imended purposes: 


302  STFs and hoir Benaliciaries: These Guidelines cover the folowing STFs 1o 
be estabtehed by PSALM, as provided in Section 402 (The STF) for each intended 
purpose Kentiad in Section 3.01 (Pellioners for Avaiiment), and their respective 
Benanciaries: 
(т) Standed Debts and Stranded Contract Costs о! NPC for PSALM; 
09 Stranded Contract Costs for Distrbuton Ules as authorized by the ERC; 
(8) Missionary Eleciiicaton for SPUG; 
V) Eauatzotion of taxes and royaltes between Indigenous or renewable energy 
fexources and imported fuels for generation companies so authorized by the ERC: 
(6) Environmental charge ol one-fourth of one centavo per Kdowat-hour (P 0.0025/ 
kin) ol sales lor NPC: and 
(6) Mitigation of the removal of cross-subsidies for NPCIPSALM and Distribution 
Utes. 
“The Peftioners shall be deemed the Beneficiaries with respect to their corresponding 
‘Sts only upon and о the extent ol ine approval by he ERC of their patiton for avaiment 
ofthe Universal Charge. 
3.03 Collecting Eniiies: These Guidelines apply to the olowing enilies mandated 
By he дао colector receive he Universal Charge, as set out in he ERC Rules Governing 
the Colecton ol the Universal Charge: 


‘Section 4: CREATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE SPECIAL TRUST FUNDS 

40i The Main Trust Account = Universal Charge 

(a) PSALM shall open one (1) Trust account, reerred to as tha “Main Trust Account — 
Universa! Charge", wit he BTr or a GFI acceptable to the DOF. Entes 
‘hal depost tier colectons of tne Universal Charge in the Main Trust Account — 
Universal Charge. 

(5) Witin ten (10) business days of the approval c езе Guidelines by the ERC, PSALM 
Shall provide ihe Colecing Entiies win the bank datas and account number of he 
Main Trust Account - Universal Charge. 

(9 I here are any amendments 1o he bank detals and account number ol he Main 
Тиши Account Universal Charge. PSALM shall пову al of һе Collecting Entties as 
‘oon as possible but in any case тарал ten (10) business days irom the eifectvity of 
‘Such amendments. 

402 Ше 

(a) Pursuant to Section 6a) o Rule 18 о! he IRR, PSALM shall create one (1) separa 
STF ог each of ne six (6) intended purposes enumerated in Secton 301 (Poliioners 
for Avaimen). These STFS элей be extsbished wih the BTr or a GFI acceptable o 
the DOF. 

(b) PSALM wilt make disbursements of the Universal Charge to the respective 
Beneficiaries rom naso six (6) STFS. 

(9 PSALM wi enterinto an appropriate agreement wih the BTr or GF detailing the terms 
forthe maintenance ol the STFs and the transfers of funds to and irom the ТЕЗ. The 
ems ol he agreement shall be consistent with the spect purposes for which the 
STF ware crestedin accordance wih existing laws, government rues end regulations 

(d Amounts emited to the Main Trust Account - Universal Charge wil be allocated to 
the вк (6) STFs pursuant to Section 70). 

(0) Any interest eared on monies in an STF Account shall form part of such STF and 
‘hal be used lor he same spectied purpose. 

0 The charges, . lees and other costs imposed by the GFI or ВТг for the 
Administration of the STFS shall be monitored and accounted for by PSALM. The 
larges. expenses, lees and other costs shal be debited ю each ol the STFs pro rata 
fo ine amount of money passing through each STF. 


Section 5: REMITTANCE OF UNIVERSAL CHARGE BY COLLECTING ENTITIES. 


501 BemitanceProcadutes: To avoid the penales and unnecessary costs brought 
about by a delay inthe remittance ol ne Universal Charge, the Colectng Entities shall 
Патио comply witn to procedures sat forth below: 

(a) Subject o Section 5.03 ("Allowed Wihholding of Universal Charge) each Collecting 
Entity shel remit hs total actual collectons ofthe Universal Charge io the Main Trust 
[Recount Universal Charge without need cl prior demand кот PSALM. 

б) The Universal Charge amounts collected during each calendar month shall be 
тети to the Main Trust Account Universal Charge on or betore the last banking 
four ofthe ieenih (15%) day ol the succeeding month. In the event that the 
fiteenth (1515) day ofthe succeeding month fs on а non-banking day or holiday, 
fal Universal Charge colections shall be remitied to ihe Main Trust Account — 
Universal Charge on or before ha last banking hour on the immediately succeeding 


Alremitances f he Universal Charge shal be in Philippines Pesos and shall be made 
Dough any one ol e folowing ота, each case ceat identiying the Collecting 
Enny end the baing and conection топі io which he remittance pertains: 


(e) PSALM shat confim with tha BTr or GF ho amount o the Universal Charge remitod 
{othe Main Trust Account Universal Charge by each Collecting Ent in each month. 
PSALM shal ise a conemation notice o each Collecting Entty win five (5) business 
Gays confiming the receipt ot ts nds in пе Main Trust Account-Universal Charge. 

вог, Laie amitances: Subject to Section 5.03  Alowed Withhoiding of Universal 

Charge’), шал of a Colecing Entity to remit without stable or valid reason iis total 

оша cütecions of the Universal Charge in each calendar month in accordance with 

Section 501 (Remtlance Procedures) shal subject such Collecting Enty о a late 

Temitance interest charge and he ines and penalties provided in Section В of Rule 18 of 

{he IRA. The procedures for late remitances are as flows: 

(a) in the event hat any Collecting Елу colcis amounts from End-Users in respect of 
the Universal Charge in any calendar month but fas io remi the same 1o he Main 
"Trust Account — Universal Charge on or beore he last banking hour of е fiteenih 
{ith day ofthe next calendar monin, said Colectng Entty shal pay a iate remittance 
{terest charge оп he amount collected and due but not emited. The аю remtance 
interest charge shal be applied o tho cileronce between total actu collections of 
{he Universal Charge lor any calendar moni and total actual remitances for said 
mont, and wii be calculated atthe rate of Ive porcont (5%) per month irom the date 
pon which he remiianca amount was due unti the date when such amount в received 
in e Main Trust Account ~ Universal Charge. 

(b) Tho sto remittance interest charge shal be in addition lo whatever amount ot fine or 
penat may be imposed by ihe ERC under Section 8 of Rule 18 of he IRR. 

(9 Any late remitance полез charges shal be romiied tothe Main Trust Account - 
бале, Charge lor disbursement to Ino STFS pro rata to he allocation of other 
remitances botwoon me STFS 


(0) inthe event hat any Colloctng Enty consistently det 
Charge colectons for more han two (2) months, PSALM shail 
{ako appropriate acton under Rue 18 ol he IRR. 


омота Charge the amounts of Universal Charge colected irom йз End-Users 

‘ertaining to the other categorias of Universa! Charge. The balance of a Disirbuton 
{нуз айкели to Universal Charge lor Stranded Contract Costs ol Distrbution 
[Utes fr any month wel be Сливо to said Ditbution Uhty by PSALM trom the 
мова Charge amounts cotectad for nat purpose by other Collecting Eris, n 
‘accordance wih Secton 7 ("Disbursements Кот the STFS}. 

e) Under no circumstances may a Disibution Utt чита trom ts remittances о tho 
Main Trust Account — Universal Charge in respect о! any month such amount in oxcoss. 
Of ты which the ERC has sutnorzad sad Distrbuton (Лилу to recover нот tha 
мга! Charge for йв Sanded Conirect Costs lor tat month. 


Section 6: PROVISION OF INFORMATION 
вот — Beporing Benuiiements and Procasures 
fa) in ador for PSALM to monitor tho proper remitanco of Universal Charge cotections 


by Cotostng Enis lor tha protocton о! ai End-Users, each Colocting Enity must 
rich PSALM wih rolovani infomaton on ts bilings and colectons in each calendar 


month. Tho Market Operator is also required to submit information as se out in 
Section 6.04 so thet PSALM may verly the Information provided by Collecting 


Lo arra pn 

‘boone ihe oon (127) ay of De s For documents soni by 

lctroni тай or tacsenie tranemiesion, tho original of said statement or report 

тоа be provided to PSALM within ten (10) business days от the remittance of 

the Universal Charge. 

602 BepotsbyDistibulon ilies and Зира: In respect o! each calendar. 

‘month, each Collecting Entty hat i a Distrbuton Unity or Supplier shall submit 10 

PSAL 

(4) A cerod statement o! ts total actual bilings о! electric separately dentiying 
{he ota amount bled in respect о! each Universal Charge componant. Such 
‘Statement shal elude the tota actual sales ot lecti in KWh. The form tor he 
Universal Charge Total Actual Bllings Statement and sample calculations aro. 
‘tached hereloas Annex A1 and A2, respoctvely. 
‘Bling adjustments due to erroneous meter reading, or arithmetical mistakes or 
‘missions shall be reflected inthe Universal Charge Biling Form, duly supported 
ya ceriied vue copy ol tne debit or credi memo issued by the Collecting ny 
10 the concemed customer 


‘Bling adjustments covering bad debts writen of shali Ikewise be 
Universal Charge Biling Form, duly supported by documents, 

(©) Acertied statement ot ts total actual collections separately identilying the amount 
Colected or each Universal Charge component. The form or he Universal Charge 
Тош Actual Colections and sample calculations are atiached hereto as Annex B1 
and B2, respectively. 

(9 The statements idonited in Sections 6.0208) and 6.020) must be signed by the 
Chil Financial Officer or his equivalent or any authorized representative o such 
Gotecting Entty. 

() A Collecting Entity which is a Distribution Ult authorized by he ERC to collect 
An amount of Universal Charge i respect of ts own Stranded Conireci Cost must 
‘dently in its statement under Section 6.0242) the amount which Ris authorized 
фу the ERC to aval rom the Universal Charge lor this purpose In tho relevant 
Calendar month and the amount which it has billed fo ls End-Users far this 
purpose in he relevant calendar month. In s statement under Section 6.0200) 
Sid Distribution Utiy shan identity separately the amount collected rom ts End- 
Users for his purpose end the amount withheld irom в remittance to he Main 
"Frust Account~ Universal Charge under Section 5.03 ("Allowed Wilhholding of 
Universal Charge) 

воз  Sepons by TRANSCO 

(a) TRANSCO shall submit the statements described in Section 6.02 "Reports by 
‘Disirbution Utes and Supplier respect ofits invoices to and collections trom 
End-Users which are connected 1o ho transmission system and not connected io 
adeirbulon system. Incase TRANSCO does not meter andlor voce any such 
End-Users on the basis of Моман hours of sales, TRANSCO wil include in ts 
Зоте under Section 6 02a) the basis on which It has estimated the klowatt 
ours consumed by such End-Users in determining the Universal Charge amounts 
which паз invoiced. 
in respect o! amounts remitted to TRANSCO (or iis Concessionaire, as the сазе 
may be) by Sell-Generation Entities not connected to a Distribution Util 
TRÁNSCO shall submi to PSALM a copy ol ће inlormation which has 
provided to TRANSCO by the Sell-Generation Entities іп support of 
Temiances. TRANSCO may summarize such information inthe event that it iS 
voluminous 

os  Bepons by Market Operator, Nolalar than the iteenth (15%) day ofeach 

‘Calendar month, the Markel Operator shal submit io PSALM a summary ol te actual 

neter readings in kilowatt hours forthe Immediately preceding calendar month 

‘Separately dentiying each metering point and the corresponding Distribution ity, 

‘Supplier or End-User connected othe transmission system. 

60 Верой: by NEC-SPUG: Мо шег than the twentieth (20") day of each 

‘calendar month, the National Power Corporation - Strategie Power Utiles Group 

INPC-SPUG) shall submit to PSALM a summary of їз actual meter readings in kilowatt 

hours for the immediately preceding calendar month separately identilying each 

metering point and the corresponding Distribution Util, supplier or End-User in the 


tected inthe 


‘Section 7: DISBURSEMENTS FROM THE STFs 


(a) The STFs shall be disbursed only forthe specific purposes for which the same 
‘wore created in accordance with existing laws, government ries and regulation 
б) The STF shali be disbursed and accounted forin accordance with the fundamental 
Yor disbursement of ust funds as provided tor under apphcable iaw, 
аёл the Goverment Auditing Code ol he Philippines (Presidental Decree 
445) and the Government Accounting and Auditing Manual promulgated by the 

Commission on Aust. 

(9 Tre BTr or GFI shali distribute әй the funds received in the Mein Trust Account — 
Universal Charge іо the STFs based on instructions issued by PSALM по laler 
than the 19" day ofeach calandar mont (rhs is a non-banking day or holiday, 
те next "business day) relacing the Beneliciaries! proportionate 
enitlements to aval ofthe Universal Charge. 

(9 Tofaciitate cose monitoring ol disbursements from the STF and their use forthe 
Intended purpose: 

(1) Each Benefciary shall promptly furish PSALM witha сөтне true copy ol 
the order (or other relevant ruling) issued by the ERC selling out the 
Beneticary’s enttement to the Universal Charge in respect of each year or 
‘each calendar month, asthe case may be. 

(2) in respect ot each calendar month and consistent with he information provided 
inder Secion 7(d\t), each Beneliciary һай propery complete and сепйу 
the Universal Charge Disbursement Request Form as found in Annex C and 
Submit те same to PSALM on or lore he seventeenth (17%) day othe next 
‘calendar топі, 

б) PSALM wil make no disbursement to any Beneticary from any of the STF 
‘Recounts unless the Universal Charge Disbursement Request Form is. 
accomplished in al respects and has been presented to the salislacion of 
PSALM on or belore the seventeenth (17%) day ol Ine next calendar month, 

(4) Subject о Secton 7а) and Section 7() PSALM shall instruct the BTr or 
Р! to disburse lunds trom the relevant STF Account to the Beneliciary on 
the twentieih (20°) day ol each month (or, il this is a non-banking day or 
hobday, the next succeeding business day) either through funds transfer or 
Managers Check. incase of payment by Manager's Check, ine Benelicarys 
authorized representative shall have o appear at the PSALM ofices wiih ай 
Televant documents to demonstrate such authority to claim the Manager's 
Check. 

5) Witun ve (5) calendar days from its receipt c the funds so disbursed, each 
Benalcary must issue an oficial receipt in favor ol PSALM. PSALM reserves 
те ightto make no ther disbursements о any Beneficary uri it has issued 
эл ой receipt or e disbursement 

{nthe event thatthe balance in any STF Account for any calendar month exceeds 

{he amount ofthe avaiment requestor requests submitted by the Banoliciary or 

Beneficianes of such account for such month, PSALM shal retain Ino balance 

marin tw STF Accounts to pay lor periods where а shortall occurs. 

in the event that the balance in any STF Account for any calendar month falls 

Жоп ol the Universal Charge avaliment request submited by the Benelicary of 

Sich account for such month, PSALM shall instruct the BTr or GFI to disburse 

riy such amount not exceeding that which is in the STF Account In ће event 

that here are тире Benaficanes o any such STF Account, PSALM shal instruct 
the BTror GFI to disburse the balance avalable in the account between the 

Benetcares pro ata to the Beneticiaries’ avaliment requests for that month. The 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries hal be ented to recover any such shorla in a lator 

monit in accordance wih tne Vue-up mecharism approved by the ERC for the 

rélavant Universal Charge purpose. 

Nothing in these Guidelines shall røsirict the right of NPC (SPUG) to disburse 

ропот ofthe Missionary Elecilaion component ofthe Universal Charge 

©те provided such disbursement is in accordance with law and wit the approval 
of tha DOE and ERC. 


‘Section 8: AUDIT AND REPORTING 

(a) Acting in iis capacity as administrator ol the STF Accounts, PSALM shalt 
(1) Maintain monthly records of each component of Universal Charge bitings 

collections, remittances and disbursements. 

(2) Raconcie each component ol Universal Charge bilings, eolections, and 
Temitances wi ha books of accounts of Collecting Enis. 

(з) Maintain тосо of Universal Charge avaliments due and paid o each ofthe 
Beneficiaries in each monin, Inccing варага books of accounts or ovr. 
recovery of the Distribution Utt stranded cost component 

ч) Reconcile Universal Charge avallments due and pald to each of the 
onelicines with he books of accounts ol Banelicares on a топу basis. 

(6) Whenever requested by ha ERC, inlorm the EAC of he oustanding balance. 
of each o те STF. 

(Ы As required by Seaton 6 (0) of Rule 18 ofthe IRR, PSALM shall submit to the ООР 
эла ERC on а quarterly basis a report on the remittances and disbursomenis of 
the STFS. 

(9 As required by Section (fof Aulo 13 of tho IRR, PSALM shal nsure that SPUG 
Conducts proper monitoring, accounting and contri of expenditures and өйдө! 
‘ization cl tha Missionary Eiocnicaton funds trom he Universal Charge. SPUG 
hat submit 1o PSALM a бео yearly report containing: 

(9) Historical actual Operating Costs separately idantilyng expenditures on ful, 
Jubricants, purchased power, personal services, and отог operating and 
maintenance expenses for ine ror year and projected Operating Costs for the 
‘Some categories lor Ро curent year and the next succeeding \но your. 

а Historical actual Capital Expenditures lor expansion, rohabilaion and 
instatton ol acies or new areas of development based on Ino approved 
MEDP lor the prior year and projoctod Capital Expenditures for the samo 
categories tor Ina current year and the nox succeading two yos 

As required by Section 5 (5) of Аше 18 ofthe IRR, onch Coliocting Entity shalt 

итп separate books of accounts for tha collections and romitances Io 

PSALM of the Universal Charge. Such books of accounts must be mado 

vatabie 10 ne ERC and PSALM during business hours upon two (2) days prior 

"төп notice. 

‘Asrequlod by Section 6 (e) o Rulo 18 of iha IAA, PSALM shall maintain separata 

Bos of accounts forthe dlobursomants о Disibuton Unies ofthe Universal 

‘Charge for Sandod Contract Costs ol Disrbulon Шин and shal uso the samo 

to determina whither hero has been any ove-rocovery by any Distribution Лу 

PSALM wal make such books of accounts avaiable 10 ће ERC lor purposes ot 

толоп and accounting for sums collected Irom the Universal Charge. 

(9 Each Collecting Елу shal submit 1o PSALM a yeoly audited raport ol otal actual 
Golectons and ioa actual remttances о! tno Universal Charge. 

{6) опо сноп that PSALM discovers any discrepancy bolwoon axpacted and actuar 


(Continued on poge B13) 
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Call center 


Brady ... sen 


should not be an issue since, under the 
original plan, the government will still issue 
$900 million in offshore commercial bonds to 
complete its financing requirements for the 
year," one source said. 

‘The Brady bonds were named after 
Nicholas Brady, the Treasury chief of the Unit- 
ed States during the term of President Ronald 
Reagan. Brady proposed the issuance of the 
bonds to help heavily indebted countries like 
the Philippines restructure their commercial 
bank debts in the 1980s. 

If the government were to issue global 
bonds to replace the Brady bonds, there are 
concerns that the state may end up paying 
higher commercial rates. 

"Interest on dollar bonds are higher, aver- 
aging at about 7.1 percent, while Bradys cost 
only 6.5 percent,” another government 
source said. “So, it doesn't make sense to issue 
US dollar bonds to redeem the Brady bonds." 

‘According to the sources, the government 
will have to decide on the matter soon be- 
cause there are Brady bonds maturing as ear- 
lyas June this year. 

The Philippines also has outstanding Brady 
bonds maturing up to 2017 and 2018. The 
government wants to "close the chapter" on 
the Brady bonds, signaling that the country 
has climbed out ofits fiscal slump. 


The country’s most widely reed and circulated 
newspaper in the country is in need of 


OPERATIONS MANAGER 


to manage a Distributor operation in Ме area of 
Pampanga, Bataan, Tariac, Nueva Ecija 
and Zambales. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

a "At least 25 years of age; 
биеде roles wih backround in sales 
ne marketing; 

A least 5 years experience in all aspects of 
business operations; 

Highly motivated; aggressive; hardworking: 
Mast possess excelent oral and writen 
Communication sit in Engish, Fiipino and 
focai tects; 

Must be based within the Pampanga area, 
otherwise must be wing to relocate, 

+ Preferably male, wing to work ina fast- 
paced, dynamic and Rexible environment. 


Send your application letter and comprehensive 
resumé to 


GQY Distribution Group, Inc. 
Penthouse, GRBank ido. 
Dolores, San Fernando, Pampanga 
Or e-mail: gay istrbutionyahoo com.ph 
Or cat Mr Jase Yap at (045) 851-4576. 


The country’s most widely read and circulated 
‘newspaper in the country в n need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
SUPERVISORS 


to work for our provincial distributor partners in the 
'areos of Pampanga, Bataan, Tarlac, Nueva 
Teija and Zambales. 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
M шее graduates with background in 
Highly motivated; aggressive; hardworking; 
Must possess excelent oral and итеп 
fommunieaton sks 1n Engish, Fpina and 
си dalecs; 
Must бе a resident of any of the above areas. 
Кенан) mae og to work on an езу 
Morning мт айа а a fast-paced, dynamic 
Эла падво environment е 
Sales-reiated work experience is an 
advantage. 
Send your application letter and comprehensive 
resume to: 
GQY Distribution Group, Ine. 
Penthouse, GRbank Bldg 
Dolores, San Fernando, Pampanga 
оге: ME езе Yop at (0881406 
‘9y_distibution@yahoo.com.oh 


lal Nati ЧА " 
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The country's most widely read and circulated 
newspaper in the country is in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
SUPERVISORS 


(for DAVAO) 
to work for our provincial distributor partners 
QUALIFICATIONS: 

Gate graduates vith background n 
only motivated; aggressive; hardworking; 
Mast possess excelent oral and writen 
‘communication sis n Engish, ро and 
са баев. 

Misi be ә resident of Davao or nearby 
provinces 

Кйшй male, tng t work ona 
yoveyard shit ond In a fast-paced, dynamic 
S Tene enwronment eet 
Sülesreated work experience is an 
acvantage. 

Send your sppication letter and comprehensive 

resume to: 
THE HR MANAGEMENT SERVICES HEAD 
эрте Daily Inqurer, Inc. 

Chino Races Avenue (ormeriy Pasong тато) 

соте? Yague and Mascardo streets, Makati Clty 
Gf e-mai: stanginqurer co ph 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


AMID A GOVERNMENT DRIVE TO 
boost the local call center industry, one 
Cebu-based operation is already re- 
sponding to the call to help train more 
personnel to meet rising demand. 

In a press statement, ExcelAsia Cebu 
said that it has trained and re-trained 
over 4,000 call center applicants since it 
started operations in August 2005. 

This revelation comes a few days after 
President Macapagal-Arroyo ordered the 
setting up of a scholarship program that 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


шше. BUSINESS .... 
offers free training to boost talent pool 


boost the local call center talent pool. 

ExcelAsia, which claims to be “the 
fastest growing call center training and 
development organization," said that its 
applicants would receive training for free. 

“Those who qualify after training аге 
sent to ExcelAsia's call center partners," 
the company statement said. “Due to 
the excellent performance of its gradu- 
ates, the company has been winning 
more contracts and projects from call 
centers in Cebu and Manila.” 

ExcelAsia will open a new site in 
Makati this month to service the grow- 


"Excelasia's success can be attribut- 
ed to a unique pre-hire training strate- 
gy” ExcelAsia president Rita Trillo- 
Ugarte said. “We invest in training ap- 
plicants and then send them to our call 
center partners once they are ready.” 

She added that the company's English 
training and development curriculum was. 
created and developed over the years with 
the specific needs and characteristics for 
Filipino trainees in mind. 

According to Trillo-Ugarte, Filipinos, 
whether from Cebu, Manila, or other 
provinces, are highly trainable and can 


3 


“АП they need is the right kind of 
training and they will exceed customer. 
expectations,” she said. 

"The ExcelAsia chief has developed com: 
munications training modules for several 
international call centers and has been in; 
the training businessfornineyears. * 

"The programs have helped train “thou. 
sands of call center applicants" to speak, 
better English and develop their confi; 
dence and customer service knowledge. 

ExcelAsia trains over 100 applicants: 
a week in Cebu. The Manila office will 


would train up to 100,000 Filipinos to ing needs ofits call center partners. 


(From poge B12) 


collections, or between actual collections and actual remittances, or элу other indication that а 
Cotecing Entity в taling to comply wth these Guidelines, PSALM shall have the right 1o seek 
Sn explanation rom such Collecting Entity or to refer the mater о the ERC for investigation. 


Section 9: LIABILITY 


(8) PSALM shall по be haid labe by any hird party, including the beneficiaries ofthe STFS, for any 
‘on-femitance or paral remittance should te same be atibutabie to the faut or negligence ot 
элу of e Colecting Entities or any of ts officers, employees, agents or assigns or any other 
pony. Any Collecting Entty who 8 found by fal judgement tobe at faut shat immediately 
Femburse PSALM within ve (5) days from demand of any amount expended by PSALM эз 
payment or damages, expenses and cher costs, incurred and paid pursuant to any setiement 
База proceedings. whether in the nature of administratio, civi or criminal, whenever PSALM 
Isincuded as a party to any proceeding duo to the fault or negligence of any Collecting Ey, is. 
Ойсез, employees, agents of assigns. 

(Ы In accordance with the EPIRA, the IRR and the ERC Rules Governing the Colledion of the 
Universal Charge, the ERC may impose sanctions on any Collecting Entty for їз feltre to 
comply with these Guidelines or any parton here. 


Section 10: FINES AND PENALTIES 

The ERC moy impose the appropriate fines and penates for any vilation or non-compliance with 
thete Guldelnes s provided in Section Sof the Guidenes o Govern the Imposition of Administrative 
‘Sanctions in the form of Fines and Penales Pursuant to Secon 46 of RA 9136 dated May 17, 
2002. 

Section 11: AMENDMENTS 

Any amendment to, ог revision of these Guidelines may be proposed by PSALM, їп consultation 
‘wih the DOF and subject to the approval ofthe ERC. 

Section 12: SEPARABILITY CLAUSE 

‘Should any provision or section of these Guidelines be declared unconstitutional or conrary to law, 
the pars not so declared shall remain in fl force and effect 


Done in the City of Макай this 16° day of January 2006. 


(Soa) NIEVES L. OSORIO 
President and CEO 
PSALM Corporation 


Approved by : Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) 
‘Order dated 5 January 2006, 
ERC Case No. 2003-187 


be bigger and can accommodate up to, 


adaptto their workenvironmenteasily. 500 students a week. " 


Sampie Completed Actual Collection Form 


— риле 
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мешз 
Sampie сотринөа Actus Bing Fom 


Biting yc Jan. 1- Jon 31 

Date Prepared = aar. 18, 2003 

ола Crarge Biedt: 

Uct= Php 210000 

VC Pro 3.100.000 

Uc 3 = Prp бло 

UC 4 = Php 350000, 

UC 5- Php моро 

Cc rp s0000 

DU entement from UC for Оа sanded contract costs = Php 3.100000 
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Jniversl Charge Biting 


ысый 


7773 


universa Charge Disbursement 
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Intel Competitive Advantage 


technologies. 


- with the Intel® Celeron® D 


Edit Videos while Downloading Processor. 


"You Can't Afford to Wait" 


Stil thinking about 


which 


processor you need? 


Stop wondering and choose Intel. 


Recent tests conducted by PC- 
MARKOS - CPU Test, the right in- 
dicator of mainstream PC perfor- 
mance, proved that Intel processors 
are better than other brands. The 
tests include audio encoding for 
digital music, multi-tasking tests, 
file compression and decompres- 


sion, image decompression, file en- 
cryption and decryption, ete., for 
entry level, mainstream consumer, 
and business PC performances. 
Intel's breakthrough enterprise 
solutions will help global business- 
es, large and small, become more 
secure, manageable, and produc- 


tive - built on an open architecture 
that increases flexibility and re- 
duces costs. 

Various Intel processor 
models such as Intel Pentium D 
820, Intel Pentium 4 805, Intel Pen- 
tium 4 520, Intel Pentium 4 517, 
and Intel Celeron D 346 and 
326, outsmarted the toughest com- 
petitor and were proven to have 
higher frequencies and state-of-art 


Videos - with an Intel® Pentium® 
D processor-based PC, you can ac- 
complish more while running mul- 
tiple applications! 

Advanced Performance for 
High-End Gaming - the Intel® Pen- 
tium) 4 Extreme Edition processor 
which supports Hyper-Threading 
Technology** is perfect for those 
who want the latest technology and 
demand high performance. 

Balanced Level of Proven Tech- 
nology that's Right for your Budget 


Intel's® Technology is as bound- 
less as innovation itself. It will nev- 
er stop shaping the way we live, the 
way it empowers to do and strive 
for more. Intel's Technology is like 
a tree of knowledge that will 
strengthens our connection, today, 
tomorrow, and for more genera- 
tions and innovations to come. 

‘So whether you're looking for an 
entry level, medium, or high-end 
PC performance, get the right prod- 
uct now, Get Intel! y 
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RP-Russia air rights Increases in steel prices seen 
negotiations slated pressure comes 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


AIR TRAVEL BETWEEN THE 
Philippines and Europe may soon 
become cheaper if the Philippine 
government succeeds in negotiat- 
ing for landing rights in Russia, 
according to the country’s top 
tránsportation official. 

“Speaking to reporters last 
week, Transportation and Com- 
mimication Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza said air talks between 
the Philippine and Russian gov- 
ernments might start as early as 
this month. 

“We are interested [in the 
route] he said. "The nearest 
path to Europe is [through] Rus- 
sia.” 

Bilateral air talks involve dis- 
cussions between representatives 
ofthe two countries’ foreign mi 
istries, airline regulators and air- 
line operators. 

"The talks usually involve nego- 
tiations over the number of flight 
frequencies and seats that each 
country would be entitled to. The 
‘most contentious issue often ii 
volve the right of one country's 
airline to land in another country 
and pick up passengers for pas- 
sage to а third country—the so- 
called "fifth freedom" of aviation. 

Mendoza said this particular 
feature would be the Philippines" 
main goal im the bilateral air 
talks, especially since it was look- 
ing at developing cheaper alter- 


native routes for Filipino workers 
flying to and from Europe. 

*Many of our OFWs (overseas 
Filipino workers) are in Europe; 
so this (negotiations) will help 
‘cut their costs," he said. "We want 
landing rights." 

‘The transportation chief said 
the Philippine negotiating panel 
‘would enter the discussions with 
an eye for the maximum number 
of flight entitlements it could get 
from the Russian government. 

It is unclear, however, if Rus- 
sian authorities will agree to have 
local carriers fly to Europe via 
Russia since the Philippines has 
nothing to offer in return by way 
ofa similar arrangement. 

Mendoza did not indicate 
whether local carriers would be 
interested in exploiting the Rus- 
siaEurope route should the 
country be given landing rights. 
At present, flights from the 
Philippines to Europe are the ex- 
clusive domain of foreign carriers 
as Philippine Airlines believes the 
route is unprofitable, despite the. 
number of Filipino workers shut- 
tling back and forth this route 
yearly. 

There аге no direct flights be- 
tween the Philippines and Russ 
although the government recent 
lystarted an initiative to lure Rus- 
sian tourists nto the country. 

Mendoza said that the air talks 
would start within the second 
quarter. 


from tightness 
of supply in 
world market 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


DOWNSTREAM STEEL COMPANIES WARNED 
‘of impending increases in the local prices of 
steel as the tight supply situation in the world 
‘market has driven up international prices by at 
least 50 percent from previous levels. 

Data from the Filipino Galvanizers Institute 
show that prices of hot-rolled coils—the raw 
material used to produce cold-rolled coils, 
pipes, tubes, C-purlins and structural mem- 
bers—have gone up to a range of $450 to 
$550 per ton, excluding insurance and freight 
‘costs, from only $300 per ton posted in the 
last quarter of 2005. 

Industry officials said the supply situa- 
tions in many steel producing countries, es- 
pecially the production hubs of Japan, South 
Korea, Taiwan, China and Europe, were 
“very tigh 

Cold-rolled coils, which are used to manu- 
facture galvanized sheets and as material for 
appliances and vehicle assembly, now sell for 
between $600 and $700 a ton, representing 
an increase of 50 percent from the level in the 
fourth quarter of 2005. 

Also, zinc ingots and slabs, which are the 
main materials for galvanized products, are 


“not only in short supply, their prices have al- 


so risen to historic highs” at $2,600 a ton or 
double last year’s prices 


LOCAL PRICES likely to further rise as construction activities peak this summer, jacking up 


demand for steel products. 


Before-shipment prices of raw material for 
the manufacture of reinforcing bars or billets 
are now ranging from $360 to $375 a ton, 
while those of scrap are averaging at $250 а 
ton. 

Officials of local steel firms said that at 
such prices of imported raw materials, prices 
of steel construction materials such as re-en- 
forcing bars, GI sheets, colored roofing 
sheets, metal pipes and structural steel would 
have to be increased to enable the local com- 
panies to recover higher costs of inputs. 

‘They also said the landed costs—the price 
of the commodity plus insurance and freight 
costs—of the raw materials were now higher 


due to the new value added tax law. 

"Had it not been for the appreciation of the 
peso, the adjustments in the local prices of 
steel would have been bigger 

Late last year, FGI president Salvio D. Perez 
said announcements from JFE Steel 
Corp—one of Japan's biggest steel 
mills that it would cut down its output by 
500,000 metric tons in the fourth quarter of 
2005 was expected to drive up prices. 

Back then, Perez said the inflationary effet 
of the continued rise in crude oil prices, as 
well as political uncertainties in the country, 
was expected to aggravate the problem on the 
tightness of steel supply. 


Gov't expects substantial cut in debt stock Graft charges vs two 


Transco posts 
7.596 profit 
increase 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘STATE-OWNED NATIONAL TRANSMIS- 
sion Corp. (Transco) registered a 7.5-per- 
cent increase in net income in 2005 to 
P16.2 billion from P15.07 billion in 2004. 

‘Transco president and chief executive 
‘Alan Ortiz said this was around P1.4 bil- 
lion higher than the state firm's forecast, 

He attributed last year's profit growth 
to increased demand, better efficiencies 
and lower operating expenses. 

‘The stronger peso likewise helped 
boost Transco's profit, he said. 

For this year, he said Transco was gun- 
|. ning for “more or less the same” profit 

level. 

In 2004, Transco saw its net income 
‘slip 2.1 percent to P15.07 billion from 
‘P15.39 billion in 2003, despite an in- 
‘crease in demand and higher net utility 
revenue. 

Despite the decline that year 
‘Transco's 2004 net income was still 11.5 
percent higher than the projected profit 
{0fP13.51 billion. 

While undertaking various projects to 
‘beef up its operations and improve pow- 

delivery to different parts of the coun- 
“ty, Transco is also preparing for its im- 
‘pending privatization, 

Power Sector Assets and Liabilities 
‘Management Corp. (PSALM) has pro- 
‘posed that instead of giving the prospec- 
"tive concessionaire full control of the na- 
“tionwide transmission grid, Transco 
should retain a 15-percent equity init. 

According to PSALM, a 15-percent 
stake in the transmission network would 
enable the government, through Transco, 
to keep a share of the business.” 

“The newly proposed scheme would 
also maximize the possibility of the pri- 
vatization’s success while protecting the 
government's interest," PSALM said. 

‘The revised proposal was drafted in 
response to concerns raised by investors 
оп technical pre-qualification. 

Based on the original bidding terms, 
‘Transco's privatization would be done in 
two phases. 

For the pre-franchise phase, the conces- 
sionaire will perform only functions that 
can be delegated. In the second phase, 
which already involves a franchise, the 
concessionaire will perform all functions. 
related to the operation and management. 
of the nationwide transmission grid. 

‘The bidding for the 25-year Transco 
‘concession is expected to be held upon 
the issuance by the Energy Regulatory 
‘Commission of its final determination of 
the state firm's maximum allowable rev- 
enue (MAR). 

PSALM earlier said that with the is- 
suance of Transco's MAR, bidders would 
‘be in a better position to make a projec- 
tion on their prospective revenue 
streams, 

Enabling potential investors to make 
more accurate forecasts would help 
“them prepare their bids, PSALM said. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


TAGAYTAY CITY—THE GOVERNMENT EX- 
pects to scale down its total debt stock to lev- 
©} way below the targets for 2006 and in the. 
years ahead, aided by the improving fiscal 
picture and the peso's sharp appreciation. 

‘Based on a new debt- reduction program pre- 
sented to the intemational donor community, 
which met here for the Philippine Development 
Forum, the national government's debt as a ra- 
tio to the gross domestic product would drop to 
68 percent by the end of the year, or lower than 
the original target of 74 percent, Finance Un- 
dersecretary Gil Beltran said, 

Beltran told reporters at the sidelines of the 
PDF that by the year 2010, the ratio of the 
government's debt to GDP would slide to 43 
percent, or lower than the original target of 
51 percent for this year. 

"The peso appreciation is one factor. The 
second reason is the better fiscal perfor- 
mance,” Beltran said. 

He noted that the government's budget 
shortfall in 2005, for instance, was kept way 
below government targets and that it was 
likely that the government would again post a 
budget deficit lower than the P125-billion 
ceiling for this year. 

As of end-2005, the government's debt ac- 
counted for 72 percent of the GDR declining 
from 79 percent in the previous year. During 
the period, the lower budget deficit substan- 
tially reduced the need for fresh borrowings. 

In nominal terms, the government's total 
outstanding debt as of end-2005 stood at P3.89 
trillion. Of the amount, P1.72 trillion or 44 per- 
cent was owed to foreign creditors and P2.17 
trillion or 56 percent to domestic creditors. 

For every P1 appreciation of the local cur- 
rency against the US dollar, the US dollar 
equivalent of foreign debts shrink. For last 
‘year, the strengthening of the peso translated 
to more than P4 billion in interest savings for 
the national government. 

‘The original program was to bring the 
debt- to-GDP ratio to 56 percent by 2008, 
when the government is expected to have 
wiped out its budget deficit 

Beltran said the donors had welcomed the 
rosier debt outlook for the Philippines and 
were now willing to commit more official de- 
velopment assistance (ОРА) to the country. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said he 
expected the government to rely less on for- 
eign commercial borrowings in the years 
ahead given the international donor commu- 
nity's increased confidence in the country and 


ESA opens school in China 


By Elizabeth L, Sanchez 


ENTREPRENEURS SCHOOL OF ASIA IS 
opening its second business school in 
Hanghou, Zhejiang province in China, consid- 
ered this country's tourism capital. 

ESA managing director and co-founder 
Jaime Noel Santos said the school had signed 
a partnership agreement with the Chinese 
government on the project. 

The Chinese government developed the 
campus on a three-hectare property, while 
ESA will manage the school. The school is set 
to open on April 15. 

Santos said the school in China was de- 
signed to accommodate 300 to 400 students, 

ESA will offer courses in business Man- 
darin and other courses that will teach stu- 
dents ways of doing business in China, 

Santos said ESA was the first school in Asia 
that focused entirely on creating an en- 


SSS officials 


THERE WAS AN INTERESTING e 
QUESTIONS, _ 


item in the papers last week on 
the SSS. No less than Corazon de 
la Paz, president and chief execu- 
tive officer, and Aurora Ortega, 
vice president for the National 
Capital Region, are facing graft 
charges at the Office of the Om- 
budsman. 

The president ofthe United So- 
cial Security System Members, 
Inc. (USSSMD, a retiree's group, 
claims the two officials have been 
illegally receiving SSS pensions 
while still employed. 

By law, all private sector em- 
ployees are compelled to become 
members of the SSS. In fact, this 
‘compulsory membership extends 
to self-employed professionals, 
single proprietors, actors and ac- 
tresses, professional athletes, and 
so forth. 

When an employee is retired at 
age 60, he can file for voluntary 
pension. If he is re-employed be- 
fore reaching 65, his pension is 
suspended until he reaches 65, at 
which point his compulsory life- 
time pension starts and he is al- 
lowed to continue working if he 
wants. 

But, SSS is a government cor- 
poration. All its employees are 
classified as government employ- 
ees. As such, they are compulsori- 
ly covered, not by SSS, but by 
GSIS. 

When a person transfers his 
employment from a private com- 
pany to SSS, his SSS coverage 
stops and his GSIS membership 
begins. However, he can continue 
his SSS membership by voluntari- 
ly paying the employee's and em- 
ployers shares in the monthly 
contribution. 

When he reaches 60 and has 
paid at least 120 monthly contri- 
butions, he can file for retire- 
ment. His continued employment 
at SSS is immaterial because he 
remains a government employee, 
mota private sector employee. 

Both De la Paz and Ortega 
were working in the private sec- 


PDF, ОРА... 
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tor—and were $$$ members by 
compulsion—before they were 
employed'at SSS. They chose to, 
continue their 888 memberships 
by paying the employee's and the. 
employers shares in their month- 
ly contributions. As such, they are 
classified as voluntary SSS mem- 
bers. 

"When they reached the age of 
60, and they had paid at least 120 
monthly contributions, they filed 
for pensions. Their continued 
employment at SSS as govern- 
ment employees has absolutely 
no bearing on their SSS pension. 

If they had retired from SSS at 
age 60 and later found employ- 
ment with a private company be- 
fore reaching 65, their SSS pen- 
sion would have been suspended 
until age 65. From age 65 on, 
their compulsory lifetime pension 
would have started, and they 
could continue to work. 

‘Their ongoing monthly pen- 
sions while continuing to work as 
SSS employees are entirely with- 
in the SSS charter and the rules of 
the SSS Commission. 

Why do I know all of these 
rules? Because, 1 am a founding 
director and immediate past pres- 
ident of the Philippine Associa- 
tion of Retired Persons (PARP), 
the largest and the only nation- 
wide retirees group in the coun- 
tryand the most relentless watch- 
dog over SSS. 

My suggestion to USSSMI is to 
withdraw their complaint. And 
then, they should profusely apol- 
‘ogize—and in public—to two of 
the most God-fearing, law-abid- 
ing and hard-working ladies you 
will ever find in the government 
service. 


TEVES 


commitmentto provide ODA. 

“As we reduce deficits, interest rates de- 
cline and the challenge now is how interest 
rates can be brought down further to reduce 
intermediation costs,” Teves said. 

Teves said the government would work 
harder to spread out the benefits arising from 
the more favorable economic and fiscal situa- 
tion to the masses by bringing more food on 
the table and creating new job opportunities. 

“We are trying our best to try to accelerate 
the manifestation of these benefits while main- 
taining fiscal discipline,” Teves said. "We don't 
really have to be entirely dependent on the gov- 
ernment. If we could encourage private invest- 
ment, it would really be helpful,” Teves said. 

“We agreed well be more transparent to 
ош ODA partners on how much we really 
need, how much counterpart funding the 
government can provide and what we need 
from investors," he said, 

Unlike early last year when many multilat- 
eral and bilateral lenders were hesitant to 
commit large scale program loans to the 
country, World Bank country director and 
PDF co-chair Joachim von Amberg said the in- 
temational donor community had taken а 
more optimistic view this year. 

“For instance, World Bank is considering 
making the use again of development policy 
lending which it has not used in the Philippines 
for seven years years, This is ina sense a seal of 
economic good housekeeping that the Bank 
provides based on the assessment that the 
(government) plans laid out to us in the last 
couple of days are convincing,” Amsberg said. 

He said the donors also agreed on a “much 
deeper" level of coordination and an immedi- 
ate increase of resources for conflict-affected 
areas in Mindanao. 


trepreneurial culture and setting an en- 
trepreneurial mindset among its students, 

‘Students of ESA in the Philippines will have 
the option to progress to a masters program of- 
fered by the school's partner universities in the 
United Kingdom, Australia and the US. Its 
partner institutions are the following : Univer- 
sity of Portsmouth, Oxford Brookes University, 
Northumbria University, European Business 
School in the United Kingdom; Northwestern 
Polytechnic University in the US and Curtin 
University of Technology in Australia. 

For college students, BSA offers degree pro- 
grams such as BS Entrepreneurship and BS 
Business Administration. 

ESA'S first campus is in Libis, Quezon City Es- 
tablished in 1999 ав a British college, the school 
aspires to be a leader in entrepreneurship edu- 
cation, research and development їп the region. 

ESA is co-founded by its president Vivienne 
‘Tan, daughter of taipan Lucio Tan, 


from an economist?" 

1 guess that's supposed to ex- 
plain why it doesn't take too 
many economists to create chaos. 
And more so if you have an 
economist for a President. (Or a 
columnist, for that matter!) 

(In case you'd welcome being 
among more chaotic economists, 
1 will be sharing the same stage 
again with Congressman Salce- 
da, along with Philexpor’s Sergio 
Ortiz-Luis, in the Philippine Eco- 
nomic Society Forum ^A Strong 
Peso: Boon or Bane?” at 2 p.m. оп 
Wednesday at the Li Seng Giap 
Auditorium of the University of 
Asia and the Pacific in Pasig City. 
‘The forum is open to the public.) 

(More economist jokes welcome 
at chabito@ateneo,edu.) 


Brains for sale 

Taking the cue, Ambassador 
Hong Jong-Ki of Korea had his own 
economist joke to share: A tourist 
visiting a South Pacific island 
chances upon a lady selling brains. 
On display was а nuclear physicists 
brain for $12 a gram, a concert pi- 
anist’s brain for $15 a gram, and a 
politician's brain selling, under- 
standably ata bargain $1 a gram. 

But what caught his attention 
was the economist’s brain, selling 
for a hefty $50 a gram. Curious, 
he asks the vendor why. Surprised 
at the question, the lady retorts, 
"Why didn't you know how hard 
itis to get even a gram of a brain 
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THE LAKBYKE MABUHAY TOUR 
2006 slated for April 6 to 8 is an edu- 
cational-cultural bike tour that will 
retrace in reverse the grueling Death 
March by Pilipino World War I veter- 
ans and heroes and the valiant de- 
fense of the Philippine nation against 
asuperior enemy. 

‘This event seeks to achieve a “con- 
sciousness reversal" in society's ob- 
servance of historical events. Instead 
of focusing on “defeats” such as the 
Fall of Bataan, the event focuses our 
historical perspective on the uplifting 
values of solidarity and collective 
self-reliance manifested by “Galing 
Pilipino” heroes. 

‘To commemorate this momentous 
event, the LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour 
will retrace the Death March in re- 
verse, and on bikes, starting from Ca- 
pas, Tarlac, leading to San Fernando, 
Pampanga to Mariveles, Bataan and 
finally ending in Balanga, Bataan. In 
total, the LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour 
will travel over 130 kilometers of his- 
tory. 

‘The schedules of the three-day bike 
tour are: On April 6 (provincial-based 
bikers), a tour of historical shrines 
around Tarlac; on April 7 (for provin- 
cial-based bikers), retracing the route 


People 


‘World War II prisoners took from Ca- 
pas, Tarlac to San Fernando, Pampan- 
за; on April 8 (for Metro Manila and 
provincial-based bikers), retracing 
the Death March route from the San 
Fernando, Pampanga old train station 
to Km 0 at Mariveles, Bataan, and 
ending in Balanga, Bataan. 

During the event, activities at each 
stop will enhance the tour ‘experi- 
ence. On April 6 in Capas, Tarlac, а 
“Galing Panimula sa Capas”, the "Gal- 
ing Leadership Forum’, “Galing 
Parangal Para sa mga Bayani”, and a 
“Mabuhay Concert” greets bikers and 
other participants of the Tour. On 
‘April 7, during the run from Сара to 
San Fernando, there will be a symbol- 
ic “Galing Salubong”, “Galing Kali- 
nangan Pagtitipon”, and a “Mabuhay 
Concert.” Finally, on April 8, at desig- 
nated routes at Guagua, Layac, Her- 
mosa, Orani, Balanga, Pilar, Marive- 
Jes and at the Bataan Capitol will be 
held culminating events such as “Am- 
bag-Pagkain", “Galing Leadership Fo- 
rum”, “Paggunita Tour", and "Paran- 
gal sa Beterano”. The Tour will be 
capped with a grand fireworks dis- 
play and the Galing Pilipino Mabuhay 
Concert at the Bataan Capitol. 

Interested participants are encour- 
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Historical bicycle tour 
celebrates ‘rise’ of Bataan 


aged to call anid register their names 
with the Galing Pilipino Movement at 
631-3932 or 633-1089, or e-mail 
galling_pilipino@yahoo.com on or 
before April 4 to secure limited bus 
seats. 

The Galing Pilipino Movement is a 
non-profit, non-political, non-sectari- 
an private sector initiative that recog- 
nizes, affirms and propagates what 
good and galing (excellent) about be- 
ing Pilipino, about Pilipinos and 
about the Philippines as a counter- 
force to the negativism and cynicism 
that erodes our sense of nationalism 
and collective worth. GPM wants to 
make galing the brand mark of this 
generation of Pilipinos. GPM holds 
offices at Suite 252 Cityland Tower 
Condominium, Pioneer Street, Man- 
daluyong City. 

‘The LakBYKE Mabuhay Tour 2006 
is supported by Chowking, Sun Life 
Financial, Cosmos Bottling Corp, 
Rapp Collins, Procter & Gamble 
Philippines, wwwyeheycom, DDB 
cares, San Miguel Purefoods, Magno- 
lia, the Philippine Daily Inquirer, and 
the Manila Broadcasting Company. 
Cycad (Cycling Advocates) has pro- 
vided technical and logistical assis- 
tance to the Tour. 


Mazda6 2.3L wins Car of the Year 


AT AN AWARDS CEREMONY LAST 
Thursday, the Mazda6 2.3-liter four- 
door passenger sedan bested 10 other 
best-in-class winners to bag the Car of 
the Year-Philippines (Coty-P) trophy 
for 2005. 

The Mazda6 2.3L qualified for the 
top award by winning the Executive. 
Sedan of the Year title. The other 
best-in-class winners that were final- 
ists for the Coty-P trophy were: the 
Hyundai Getz, Subcompact of the 
Year; Mitsubishi Lancer 1.8 MX Limit- 
ей, Compact Car of the Year; BMW 
530i, Luxury Sedan of the Year; 
Chrysler 300C, Ultra-Luxury Sedan of 


the Year, Mazda Tribute 3.0 V6, Entry- 
Level SUV of the Year; Volvo XC70, 
Luxury SUV of the Year; Mercedes 
Benz ML 350, Ultra-Luxury SUV of 
the Year; Toyota Innova 2.56, Entry- 
Level Multipurpose Vehicle (MPV) of 
the Year; Mitsubishi Grandis, Luxury 
MPV of the Year and Ford Ranger XLT, 
Pickup Truck of the Year. 

Special Awards went to the Toyota 
Innova, Best Value for Money; BMW 
X3 2.0 diesel, Best in Technical Inno. 
vation; Audi A6, Best in Design; and 
Mercedes-Benz S350, Best Safety 
Package. 

‘The Coty-P Awards Night at Rock- 


well Tent, Makati was the second 
held'by the Car Awards Group Inc, 
(Cagi), an independent, non-stock, 
non-profit association of 40 motor- 
ing journalists from more than two 
dozen print, broadcast and online 
media outfits 

Cagi conducted quantitative and 
qualitative tests on 54 production ve 
hicles that were on sale in 2005. The 
tests were done over six weekends in 
the last two months at a closed-off 
area in Forest Hills Country Club, An- 
tipolo and the results were tallied and 
audited by accounting firm Sycip 
Gorres Velayo & Co. 


Malabon civic groups launch 
25th Gintong Parangal search 


PRESTIGIOUS CIVIC. ORGANIZA- 
tions in Malabon City, led by the Ro- 
tary Club of Malabon, yesterday 
launched the search for the 25th Gin- 
tong Parangal awardees to honor the 
city’s outstanding citizens. 

Rotary Club of Malabon president 
Mario Limchu said the steering com- 
mittee, composed of the presidents of 
the six participating civic groups, has 
met to launch the annual search, 
which marks its silver anniversary 
this year, to give due recognition to 
Malabon residents who have brought 
honor and prestige to the historic 
town or contributed to its develop- 
‘ment and progress. 

Limchu, who is also overall chair of 
Gintong Parangal 2006, identified the 
six civic organizations as the Rotary 
Club of Malabon, The Malabonis Lion's 
Club, The Malabon Jaycees Senator, 
Soroptomist Intemational of Malabon, 
Malabon Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry. and the Greater Malabon 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

Limchu explained the six civic 
groups are part of the non-profit, 
non-government Kalipunan ng mga 


National summer 


camp for HS students 
THE PHILIPPINE SOCIETY OF YOUTH. 
Science Clubs Inc (PSYSC), in coopera- 
tion with the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST), invites all high 
school students from Batanes to Jolo, 
both from public and private schools, to 
Join ts 35th National Summer Camp 
from April 5 to 9 at the Mergrande Ocean 
Resort, Davao Су. With the theme, 
"Physics Engaged! Flow. Transform. 10- 
nitel”, explore the world of Physics 
through lectures, fun-filled workshops 
and an educational trip. For more infor- 
mation, call 920-8174 or 920-9561 and 
Took fr Linda Aber or email 
pisoysi@gmal.com. Log on to 

Www psySc;org 


Book cover design 


contest launch 

ADB INVITES TALENTED STUDENT 
artists who are bona fide college stu- 
dents in Metro Manila to submit entries 


Samahan ng Malabon (Kasama) 
which was organized not only to con- 
duct the annual search but also to de- 
velop and promote a common bond 
among the different sectors in the city 
representing business, socio-civic, re- 
ligious, professionals, sports, aca- 
demic and government sectors. 

"Our objective is to carry out un- 
dertakings that will promote the wel- 
fare of Malabon residents through 
humanitarian, social and economic 
endeavors for the less privileged, es- 
pecially the out-of-school youth," 
Kasama president Maynardo R. Espir- 
itu said. 

Espiritu, who is also a former may- 
or of Malabon, said the 25th awards 
night will be held on May 20 this year 
at the Pescadores Restaurant for the 
following citations: Dangal ng Mal- 
abon award for the city's Most Out- 
standing Citizen; Gawad ng Katan- 
gian for the Outstanding Citizen in 
the Field of Endeavor; Gawad ng 
Pagkilala for the Top 10 Passers of the 
Bar and different Board Examina- 
tions, Graduates of Masteral and Doc- 
toral Courses and College Graduates 


toa cover design competition of Its flag- 
ship statistics publication "Key Indica- 
tors of Developing Asian and Pacific. 
Countries", Prizes at stake are P50,000 
(1st), P40,000 (2nd), and P30,000 
(ard). There will be seven consolation 
prizes of P5,000 each. Each of the major 
winners will be awarded a trophy. Their 
school/university will also receive a 
P25,000 cash prize and a trophy. All par- 
ticipating artists wil receive a Certificate 
‘of Appreciation from ADB. The KI fea- 
tures a special thematic chapter and is 
produced annually by the ADB's eco- 
nomics and research department. Dead- 
line for submission of entries is on April 
5. Contest rules, including application 
form, may be downloaded from 
http://wiww.a6b.org/Statistics. 


Sports marketing 


seminars 

A SERIES OF SEMINARS ON 

"strateglc Brand Management Through 
‘Sports Marketing” will be launched by the 
Institute of Sports Marketing with the first 


who passed with Honor, 

He stressed the awardees will be 
chosen “through a rigorous process” 
to be conducted by the nomination 
and screening committee composed 
of Kasama past presidents and offi- 
cers. This years nomination and 
screening committee is headed by 
Jarvis Chua. 

Limchu identified the other mem- 
bers of the 2006 Steering Committee 
as follows: 

linda T. Sanchez, (president- 
Soroptomist International of Mal- 
abon), Ramon C. Villanueva Jr (presi- 
dent-Malabon Lions Club), James Yu 
C president-Malabon Chamber of 
Gommerce and Industry), Jojo Flores 
(president-Greater Malabon Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry) and 
Anthony Vidal (president-Malabon 
Jaycees senator). 

He said formal nominations for 
each category of the 25th Gintong 
Parangal Awards may be sent to the 
Kasama secretariat at the Rotary Club 
of Malabon Center, 74 Gov. Pascual 
Avenue, Potrero, Malabon, with tele- 
phone numbers 361-3443. 


‘module on 

April 5 from 1 

to6p.m. atthe 

Dusit Hotel Nikko in 

Makati. The specific 

topics and the speakers 

are “Building Brands Through Sports 
Marketing” by Agapito Alcantara Jr, vice 
president/marketing, Asia Brewery Inc; 
"Maximizing Brand Exposure Through 
Sponsorship of Sporting Events," by 
Grace Venzuela, president, Braveworld 
Event & Creative Services; and "The Con- 
vergence of Marketing & Public Relations 
in Sports Marketing Management" by Dr. 
Lucas E. Santiago, president, Interlink 
Public Relations Inc. "The sponsorship of 
games by privato companies provides а 
Jot of marketing opportunities for 
brand/product bulld-up as seen in the last 
Southeast Aslan Games," says Rene Es- 
guerra, director of the Institute of Sports 
Marketing and ploneer sports marketing 
professor at DLSU-Manlia as approved by 
CHED. "That's why brand managers 
should not miss this seminar serios," he 
adds. For detalis, сай 742-9223, 


GLOBE'S ODE TO LIGHT BAGS ANVIL. 
Globe Telecom's Ode to Light 2005 Calendar re- 
ceived the Anvil Award of Excellence in the Public 
Relations Society of the Philippines’ (PRSP) 41st 
Anvil Awards. Globe was cited for successfully 
producing a calendar that is reflective of the com- 
pany's corporate image, and at the same time cele- 
brates the timeless, yet evolving nature of commu- 
nications, the basic service provided by the com- 
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AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

pany. The photography in the calendar was pro- “i 
vided by Don Jaime Zobel de Ayala, former chair of 
Globe Telecom. At the awarding ceremony were..." 
(from left) PRSP president Milen C. De Quiros, 
Globe public relations head Jones T. Campos, 
Globe senior vice president Rodolfo A. Salalima, 
designer Bryan Tenorio and Anvil Awards chair of. 
the board of jurors Justice Amado D. Valdez. 


PIZZA HUT CHALLENGE MOTORCADE 


Pizza Hut is once again changing the face of deliv- 
ery service in the country with its new chal- 
lenge—Hot and on-time guaranteed or your next. 
pizza is free’. In line with this new challenge, the 
‘country's ‘Pinaka-Pizza' introduces the Oven 
Pouch, a unique delivery container that locks and 
seals the goodness of the pizza as it comes out of 
the oven, The company also continues to en- 
hance its delivery service through efficient han- 
dling of cals by its own call center and a total of 
600 delivery riders ready to deliver pizza orders in 
a flash. In celebration of this bold move, Pizza Hut 
recently conducted a motorcade at Rizal Park 
graced by celebrity endorser Diether Ocampo 
(shown) together with over a hundred motor- 


SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT SEALED 
Pacific Paints (Boysen) Philippines Inc signs an 
agreement with the United Architects ofthe Philip- 
pines (UAP) as the major sponsor of the 32nd UAP 
National Convention to be held from April 27 to 29 

at the World Trade Center. Seated (from left) are. 
Albert S. Yu, UAP executive director for conven- 
tions and conferences; Ruben Cueto, marketing 
‘manager, Boysen Paints; Edric Marco С. Florenti- 


bikes and vintage cars joining the parade, as well 
as other special quests. 


по, UAP national president; and Ka Kuen Chua; 
convention director. Standing (from left) are. 
Yolanda D. Reyes, chair, Arcasia; Eric Cuisia, Boy- 
sen Paints; Fernando L. Santos, member, PRC 
Board of Architecture; Christopher L. Ong; Bobby 
‘Chua, Boysen Paints; Eugene G. Gan, chair, PRC 
Board of Architecture; and Godofredo Q. Queri, 
UAP executive director for professional practice. 


CENTRALBOOKS OPENS AT GLORIETTA 3 


Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) Undersec- 
retary for Industry and Investments Group Eimer 
С. Hernandez (3rd from right) together with Na- 
tional Books Development Board (NBDB) chair 
Dennis Gonzalez (4th from left) led guests recently 
at the formal opening of Centralbooks at the 2nd 
Ноого! Glorietta 3 (front of Goodwill Bookstore) 
Ayala Center, Макай. In addition to law books, the 
newest branch boasts the latest innovations in the 
publishing industry, the Publish on Demand and 
the Picture Books. The former offers the latest 
state-of-the-art technology in book printing where 
digital files could now be printed to a complete, 
professional perfect-bound book in a matter of 


minutes regardless of number of coples, the first 
ofits kind in the country, while the latter prints dig 
ital photos from CDs, memory card or even from ^ 
bluetooth-enabled camera cell phones to either 
soft-or hard-bound books. Centralbooks presl- 
dent/CEO lawyer Jose Agaton В. Sibal (2nd from ` 
left) led the company's officers in welcoming the 
quests together with Jose Paolo Sibal, (2nd from 
right) vice-president for finance/administration 
and Juan Carlos Sibal, (rd from left vice-presi- 
dent for operations. Also shown are Bing Sibal- 
Limjoco (left) and Penny Sibal-Balbin (right), 
Phoenix Publishing vice-president and executive 
vice-president, respectively 


Pearl whitens, promotes new skin growth 


SINCE ANCIENT TIMES, PEARL HAS BEEN 
highly regarded in China аза beneficial ingre- 
dient remedy widely used in expensive 
medicines for health and nutritional prepara- 
tions. It is believed that the use of pearl can 
nourish the skin, strengthen the body and 
slow down the aging process, 

Pearl works synergistically to enhance the 
action of any skin moisturizer, lightener, ton- 
er, repair and UV protection agents. Pearl pro- 
motes the growth of new skin cells and re- 
plenishes the cells of the skin giving a smooth, 
fine elastic and naturally beautiful white 
skin, 

KAI Pear] Whitening Soap is enriched with 
vitamins and natural moisturizers, and blend- 
ed with pearl nutrients and other Oriental or- 
ganic extracts to replenish the skin cells, En- 
hanced with Vitamins C, E, B3 and Panthenol, 


a 


proven moisturizers, anti-oxidant and 
whiteners, KAI promotes smooth, fine. and 
naturally beautiful white skin. 
KAI Pearl Whitening Soap, a face and body 
пег and dermatologically tested, avail- 
ablein90and 135 grams, isa product of Erth- 
line Inc. For more inquiries, call 721-3724 or 
721-2008. КАТ Pearl Whitening Soap is avail- 
able at leading supermarkets, drugstores and 
beauty shops nationwide. 


PEARL WHITENING SOAP 


EXCLUSIVE ESCAPE 


Few are granted the privilege of an escape. Even fewer can escape in style. 


That's why the new Amara en Terrazas are the most coveted seaside condominium residences. 


Three-bedroom loft units with two-storey high ceilings. Outdoor jacuzzies. Balconies that embrace the outdoors. 


And ninety-five unique views of the South China Sea. 


BREATHTAKING IN EVERY WAY 


BAMARA en TERRAZNS ж 


LUXURY OCEANFRONT APARTMENTS 
NASUGBU, BATANGAS, 


809-7316 or 0920-9017119 
www.landcopacific.com 
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400 Success Stories 


fromAQQ Philippine 
Entrepreneurs 


who use 
4, .Microsoft Dynamics 


Global competition, shorter product lifecycles, and lean economic conditions are driving price 
pressure through the entire supply chain. But like our league of dynamic entrepreneurs, you too can 
control costs while providing great service to your clients by managing inventory, orders, and 

logistics more efficiently with Microsoft Dynamics. = 


Microsoft Dynamics provides a set of integrated applications and tools that give you strategic insight 
order entry and procurement to inventory and shipment 


into your current processes from 
every aspect of purchasing, sales, and distribution. 


management as well as the capability to control 


d responds faster to customer 
our company 


The result? A more nimble organization that operates efficiently an 
demands. Meet four of these dynamic organizations now and find out how у 
can be just as agile... 


Solutions fc tribution + Manufacturing • Supply Chain Management 


Microsoft 
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JOME POINTS THAT EMERGED 
from a recent forum at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines help to 
form a more educated opinion on. 
the proposed charter change. 

First, there is a convincing ar- 
gument that the present constitu- 
tion needs some changes. 

Second, such constitutional 
proposals do include some very 
radical irreversible changes, 
"which could be counterproduc- 
tive to the future of our country. 
‘The two are basically the pro- 
posals for a change to a parlia- 
mentary system and the feder- 
‘alization of the government 
structure. Third, the less con- 
troversial and most likely criti- 
cal changes may also be at- 
tained by following the process 
‘the United States instituted to 
correct the infirmities of their 
constitution. 

The United States merely 
„amends some provisions, instead 
‘of changing the entire constitu- 
tion. 

‘One should look at the various 
‘merits and aspects of the pro. 
posed reforms. 


Electoral reforms 

The first of these proposals 
“that deserve support are those in- 

volving electoral reforms. 

These can have the biggest im- 
pact and are applicable to both 
-parliamentary and presidential 
forms of government. 

Instead of changing the whole 
constitution, we can simply em- 
“bed the proposals of electoral re- 

forms by amending it. 

The next proposals deserving 
‘support are those regarding judi- 
cial reforms. 

These are 
changes 

The proposals regarding open- 
‘ing of land ownership and the use 
of natural resources to foreign in- 
vestors will surely require a lot 
тпоге education. 

Economic development based 
оп the productive employment of 
‘our growing population will cer- 
tainly require foreign invest- 
“ments. 

‘As a country, we have already 
exhausted our foreign and do- 


nolos, all-gain 


mesticcredit resources to fund in- 
vestments that will generate em- 
ployment. 

On this ground, we will have to 
deal with the fear of the national- 
ists. 

While most of them are pas- 
sionately emotional about their 
beliefs, they are fortunately edu- 
cated enough to rationally accept 
arguments allowing foreign in 
vestments, provided the proper 
safeguards are in place. 

For example, nationalists 
fear that income coming from 
foreign investments will be 
moved out of the country by for- 
eigners. 

‘While possible, this is not real- 
istically any different from Fil- 
ipino investors, or even politi- 
dans and government officials 
who also bring their wealth to 
other countries. 


Worrisome provisions 

The most worrisome provi 
sions of the proposed con: 
tional change are the changes in 
the form and structure of govern- 
ment itself. 

Touted as the solution to 
poverty and corruption, with the 
rationale that such a radical 
change in government will force 
a change in the leaders and bu- 
Teaucrats, ordinary people may 
not realize the full impact of such 
achange. 

The parliamentary system has 
indeed worked well in countries 
with more mature democracies. 
Its growing pains were somehow 
mitigated by other factors, such 
as the tradition of a monarchial 
rule, as in the case of England, or 
a young democracy, in the case of 
Thailand. 

Ме do not have this tradition 
behind us, and we have no as- 
surance that the proposed par- 
liament will function any bet- 
ter 

In such a system, to move for 
ward may only be possible by 
means of personal trade-offs and 
allocation of 'goodie among 
members of parliament instead of 
the national good. 

Furthermore, the negative 
practices of the present Congress 
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de Leon ‚Мм 
may actually be exacerbated by 
the merging of legislative and the 
executive powers. 

Even in public corporate gov- 
ernance, the principle of ‘check 
and balance' is widely accepted 
as necessary to good gover- 
nance. What are now bruited as 
examples of obstruction of the 
Senate and misuse of its inves- 
tigative powers may be attribut- 
ed more to the fact that there 
are indeed good reasons to ex- 
pose excesses to the public, and 
that will only be possible 
those that speak out have immu- 
nity that private citizens do not 
have. 

Promoters of the parliamen- 
tary form of government would 
do well to study carefully the 
history of Thailand and the role 
the King has played to make it 
work. Statistics of corruption 
among countries with presiden- 
tial and parliamentary forms of 
government have to be viewed 
with care when drawing conch 
sions. 

Other factors such as the 
quality and honesty of the lead- 
ership might be a greater deter- 
minant than the form of govern- 
ment 

On the other hand, how many 
parliamentary governments of 
developing countries have expe- 
rienced frequent turnovers, un- 
dermining stability and pre- 
dictability of policies? How many 
have succumbed to adopting so- 
Час policies that their 
economies are unable to sustain? 
‘The example of England at the 
time of Prime Minister Margaret 
‘Thatcher isa rare instance. 

She was able to eliminate the 
burden of government, a move 

t has saved the economy of 
England. 

Nowadays, France is similarly 
faced with the divisive effects of 
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Industry; Manufacturing 
Business Challenge: Implementing powerful 
operations and distribution processes to 
Ip sustain market leadership 

fetret Weapon: Microsoft Dynamics for 
Distribution 

idekick: Global Implementation Services 
Inc. 


“While our solid business practices have 
sustained us through the years and made us 
the leading manufacturer and distributor of 
the most comprehensive range of accurate 
and durable weighing scales, our old 
operations and distribution processes 
needed to be more responsive to custom 
needs. And with a broad distribution 
network for our popular line of Fuji Scales, 
our main concern is getting our products to 
the market — and getting them there fast. 

ү So we decided to invest in Microsoft 
Dynamics. With Microsoft Dynamics 
Distribution solution 
efficiency, gene 
even envision bringing Fuji Scales to the rest 
of the world 
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easing the burden of socialistic 
policies in order to improve the 
global competitiveness of the 
country. 

The fear that federalism can in 
fact fragment our country is very 
real in the context of our high 
propensity to be regional in our 
relationships as citizen. 

We tend to view ourselves as 
locano first before being a Fil- 
ipino, Cebuano first before being 
a fellow Filipino, and soon. 

We have not developed an eco- 
nomic interdependence that as- 
sures economic self-interest in 
keeping a nation operating as a 
whole. 

We do not have the history of 
the Federal States in Germany, 
each economically self-sufficient 
even before the Federal States 
was formed. 

The same with Malaysia, each 
ruled by a Datu or King before 
forming itself into a Federated 
state. 


Goverment expenses 

There are good reasons to be- 
lieve that if we adopt the federal 
structure of government, the first 
impact will be on government ex- 
penditures. 

Each region will demand 
building a capitol as seat of the 
regional government. 

Each region will increase its 
political and government em- 
ployees to mimic the organiza- 
tion of the present national gov- 
еттеп. 

Who will pay the bill? 

It is envisioned that by set- 
ting up a separate regional gov- 

ill de- 
velop its own culture, including 
the inclusion of the local di- 
alect, compared to the Filipino 
and English we are now pro- 
moting. 

Asit is, we now reap the results 

шт having abandoned English 
in favor of Filipino with the emer- 
gence of Taglish as a popular se- 
language. 

It is retrogressive compared 
to the moves of countries like 
China, Korea, and Vietnam, 
which all have long histories of 
education and literature in their 


native language and now have 
to catch up with the global 
means of communication, 
which is English. 

Europe is moving to consoli- 
date itself by means of the Euro- 
pean Union. Why are we moving 
in the opposite direction by trying 
tosegment ourselves? 

We can already predict the 
probable outcome by looking at 
how the present local officials 
make use ofthe local government 
laws. 


Expected effects 

The practical effects of local 
government laws give us a clue to 
"what federalization would mean 
forus. 

For example, it used to be that 
companies doing national busi- 
ness needed to secure one permit. 
to operate within the country. 
Large companies send trucks to 
sell to sarisari stores in the 
provinces. 

Then, local governments set 
their own laws requiring a permit 
for each sales vehicle operating in 
their territory. 

‘The large number 
no longer makes it feasible to dis- 
tribute consumer goods directly 
to the sari-sari stores. 

Manufacturers are forced to 
work with distributors to market 
their products, and sarisari 
stores are forced to go to Metro 
Manila to buy the goods they sell. 
Consequently, the smaller stores 
that cannot afford the cost of 
picking up their goods from 
Metro Manila or Metro Cebu are 
effectively marginalized. 

Tt would seem that what is 
needed is to legislate laws that 
will mandate the national gov- 
ernment to provide more re- 
sources to the local government 
instead of giving the local govern- 
ment rore power to impose dif- 
ferent forms of taxation and regu- 


ical front, federal- 
ization will likely promote and 
entrench the warlords in each re- 
gion. 

The private armies of politi- 
cians would then be clothed with 
police powers and made legiti- 
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mate and legal. 

Collaboration between syndi- 
cates and the regional law en- 
forcements can create 'untouch- 
ables'in each region. 

Even in the United States, the 
federal government has to inter- 
vene in order to break up local or 
state deviations from the basic 
laws of the land. 

Changing to a federal form of 
government is a move down a 
one-way street. 

If we adopt it in this decade, it 
will create a constituency of its 
own that will resist change. 

‘The experience of China makes 
a good example. 

When regions were given au- 
tonomy, the regional govern- 
ments gained more control of re- 
sources and the wealthier regions 
gained the power to hold on to 
the resources for the exclusive 
use of their region. 

While the other regions also 
had the same power, they could 
only hold on to the meager re- 
sources in their region. 

The national government, in 
turn, has become powerless to re- 
distribute wealth to the poorer 
regions, in spite of the double- 
digit growth rate of China as a 
country. 


Necessary changes 

Change is necessary. However, 
our current economie growth 
rate, even at its best, cannot du- 
plicate the China experience 
Therefore, it greatly limits our ca- 
pacity to cope with the transition. 
to a federal or parliamentary 
structure of government, 

Let us focus on the areas that 
need to be changed, such as re- 
forming the electoral system and 
providing more autonomy to the 
judicial branch of government, 
without collapsing the entire 
structure. 

(This article reflects the per- 
sonal opinion of the author and 
does not reflect the official 
stand of the Management Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines. The 
author is Principal Consultant 
of De Leon Consulting. Feed- 
back at mapsec@ 
globenet.com.ph) 


as CLEANSWEEP 


Industry: Tissue paper converting 

Business Challenge: Accurately forecast sales 
in order to source raw materials on time and 
in the right quantity 

Secret Weapon: Microsoft Dynamics for 
Distribution 

Sidekick: Seven Rivers, Inc. 

Sanitary Care imports paper from countries 
where the paper mill has competitive advantagi 
and converts it to consumer sizes in the 
Philippines. This enables us to pass along the 
Cost savings to our consumers, at the same time 
providing them with the best quality paper 
available in the world. However, with that set-up 
we need a lead-time of two months to source 
raw materials from our suppliers overseas. 
soft's Di 
generate accurate sales fore 


Micr ribution solution enables us to 


asts so that we are 


able to order the proper amount of raw materials 


to meet our market demand for the next few 


months. Additionally, because we can anticipate 


our sales and know which markets ај 


performing very well and which are not, м 


able to know where to invest further 
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WHEN A PERSON OFFERS TO SUBSCRIBE TO. 
shares of stocks of a corporation, he is expected 
to pay for them on the agreed payment date. 

He should not wait for the corporation to 
make a formal call for payment or to threaten 
to have his subscription declared delinquent 
if he fails to come up with the money. 

А delinquency sale is not only an expensive 
affair; it can be very damaging to the credit 
reputation of the affected person. 

By the same token, upon receipt of the in- 
vestor's payment, the corporation is obliged 
to record the sale in the Stock and Transfer 
Book and issue the corresponding stock cer- 
tificate to him. 

Depending on the number of shares it rep- 
resents, the stock certificate constitutes proof 
of the stockholder’s ownership of a portion of 
the corporation's assets and liabilities: 

Jes good if the investor has the right amount 
of money at the time the obligation to pay for 
the stock falls due. The preparation and deliv- 
ery of his stock certificate will be easy. 

But sometimes, unforeseen events make it 
difficult for an investor to meet this financial 
‘commitmentto the corporation. 


Court ruling 

What happens if the investor does not have 
sufficient funds at the appointed date to be 
able to pay in full the value of the stocks he 
promised to purchase? 

How will his payment be applied? To the 
full payment of the shares that his money can 
cover? Or will it be applied proportionally to 
the subseribed shares? 

‘And if pro-rata application is made, can 
stock certificates be issued for the partially 
paid stocks? 

These questions were raised in a recent let- 
ter-query to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission by a company that accepted par- 
tial payment for subscriptions from sub- 
scribers who looked forward to receiving, in 
return, the corresponding stock certificates 

‘The points raised in the letter are not really 
new. Some years back, the treatment of pay- 
ments received for stock subscriptions was 
passed upon by the Supreme Court. 

Tn that case, the tribunal ruled that in the 
absence of a contrary provision in its by-laws, 
а corporation may apply payments made by 
subscribers stockholders either— 

* As full payment for the corresponding 
number of stocks that the par value of each of 
which is covered by such payment; or 

* As payment pro rata to each and all the 
entire subscribed number of shares. 


Application 
‘At the time the decision was rendered, the 
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law then in force states that stock certificates 
shall be issued only upon full payment of the. 
value of the subscribed stocks. 

On the basis of this ruling, a subscriber who 
fails to pay the full amount of his subscription 

deemed to have conceded to the corpora- 
tion the power to determine how his payment 
shall be applied. 

‘With only its by-laws or internal policies 
to guide it, the corporation can either as- 
sign the whole amount to cover in full a 
certain number of shares or proportionally 
spread out the payment to the entire sub- 
scription. 

So, if the corporation opts to go through 
the “full payment” mode, the stock certifi- 
cates the stockholder can ask for will be 
equivalent only to the shares that are consid- 
ered paid in full 

On the other hand, if the corporation does 
a pro rata application, the stockholder is not 
entitled to any stock certificate because the 
shares are not yet fully paid. 


Prevailing rule 

‘The tribunal's ruling was subtly ser aside by 
our lawmakers when they made it clear in 
Section 64 of the Corporation Code that no 
certificate of stock shall be issued to a sub- 
scriber until the full amount of his subscrip- 
tion together with interest and expenses (in 
case of delinquent shares), if any is due, has 
been paid. 

‘A lawmaker explained the rationale behind 
this provision along these lines: "To permit 
the issuance of certificates of stock for a pay- 
‘ment of a subscription that does not cover the 
entire value of the shares subscribed is in ef- 
fect permitting payment for the subscriptions 
in ways different from what the subscription 
agreement says or what the Corporation Code 
provides.” 

Thus, in reply to the query on incomplete 
payment of subscriptions, the SEC stated that 
partial payments shall be deemed applied 
proportionally among the number of shares 
subscribed. 

It emphasized that to permit the issuance 
of stock certificates for payment of a subscrip- 
Чоп that does not cover the entire number 
and value of the shares subscribed would con- 
stitute a violation of the law. (For feedback, 
please write to rpalabrica@inguirer. com. ph.) 
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DAVAO CITY—AMID SPIRALING TU- 
ition costs, more people are looking 
at education as an investment and a 
must, according to Jeralyn Adegue 
Palero, · officer-in-charge of the 
preschool department of the Philip- 
pine Women’s College (PWC) here. 

Between a teacher who has a mas- 
ter's degree and one without, the big. 
difference is their salary scale. 

At the PWC, for instance, an entry 
level salary for an MA holder can Бе 
as high as P20,000 while those who 
are not MA holders will have to start. 
at P7,500. 

As the head of the preschool de- 
partment who has spent years teach- 
ing here but who is still earning her 
MA units, her pay is between these 
two amounts. A doctorate degree 
holder can earn up to P45,000 a 
month, she says. 

Prospects for advancement are dim 
for someone who's not working on 2 
master's degree, she says. Palero her- 
selfis taking units for MA in Adminis. 
tration at the University of the Im- 
maculate Concepcion (UIC) during 
summers. 

Since the "90s, when tuition was 
deregulated in the country, education 
has become big business for private 
schools. For a down payment of 
77,600, parents can enroll their tod- 
diers at the Holy Child Academy 
Montessori learning system which ac- 
cepts children as young as two and a 
half years old, according to Miemic 
Gare of the Holy Child cashier's of- 
fice. 

Monthly payment for learning sys- 

higher at P2,000 com- 


because of the work involved. 

At five, the child enters preschool, 
where tuition costs P7,960 upon en- 
trance and P1,911 a month. When the 
child reaches Grade 6, the entrance 
fee goes up to P13,800 which covers 
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Office machines and computer 
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Senior Vice President 
Pangaea International Trading Corp. 
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tuition and books but monthly pay- 
mentis down at P1,250. 

Most school cashiers are wary in 
answering queries about tuition rates 
as fees are expected to increase this 
coming school year. 

Mounting calls from students 
against tuition fee increases also 
prompt some schools to adopt cre- 
ative ways to attract enrollees. 

“No tuition fee increase,” a banner 
from the University of Mindanao 
(UM) during last years enrollment 
Season stated across Bolton street 
here. At the PWC, students from ele- 
mentary and high school can enroll 
by paying only a down payment of 
P2,500. The balance will have to be 
paid on a monthly basis. 

Butat the Ateneo de Davao Univer- 
sity (AdDU), high schoo! tuition runs 
close to P50,000, said parent Edith 
Caduaya-Felizarta, 

Private schools will start filing their 
application for tuition increases be- 
fore the Department of Education 
(DepEd) in April this year. As long as 
they can convince DepEd that the in- 
crease in tuition fee will improve the 
quality of education, private schools 
are allowed to increase their tuition 
rate by as much as 30 percent under 
the deregulation law. 

In college, some courses are be- 
coming more lucrative that schools 
start offering them. Anticipating the 
demand for nursing diplomas in the 
coming years, AdDU opened its nurs- 
ing department four years ago. 

April Elbanbuena, an AdDU third 
year nursing student, says tuition 
runs close to P32,000 for this 
semester alone, a bit higher than the 
P27,000 a semester during her first 
year. 

More students enroll in nursing 
now, says Frances Angeli Escudero, 
also a third year student. While there 
are around 400 of them in their 
batch, population in the lower years 
is increasing. This year, first year pop- 
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ulation may reach 700 students. 

“Under the law, we have to spend 
two years working here before we can 
go abroad,” says Paolo Solis, also. a 
third year student. 

Escudero says she is undecided yet 
whether to work abroad or not but 
some of her classmates are keen on 
leaving the country. 

‘At least 10 to 15 percent of their 
class are professionals, mostly ac- 
countants and graduates of other 
business related courses, who are tak- 
ing up nursing to work abroad. 

Most of the doctors who enroll in 
nursing courses are in the Broken- 
shire College, which opened a special 
department for this purpose. 

The review for the nursing board 
exams will cost the new nursing grad- 
uate an average of P10,000 and if she 
passes, she has to undergo hospital 
training afterwards. $ 

High demand for new nursing 
graduates allows hospitals to demand 
payment from the new nurse trainees 
instead ofthe other way around. 

At the Davao Medical Center 
(DMC), for instance, a nurse trainee 
has to pay P1,500 a month to тайып. 
the ward and P3,500 in other special 
areas like the emergency room, the 
delivery room, the operating room 
and the intensive care unit. 

Since the full deregulation of tu- 
ition, some private schools are raking 
itin. Parents who can't afford the pri- 
vate schools are sending their chil- 
dren to public schools, where tuition 
is free and all they have to do is shell 
out some amount to patch a leaking 
roof in the classroom or pay for jani- 
torial services. 

But because of government's dwin- 
dling budget for education, some pub- 
lic elementary school are holding two 
classes in every classroom, making ап 
average parent today think twice 
about sending their children there 
Germelina A. Lacorte, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


as ELECTRON 


Industry: Electronics components distributic 


peripherals marketing and distribution 

Business Challenge: Improving overall 
distribution and management system to provide 
better service and increase profits 

Secret Weapon: Microsoft Dynamics for 
Distribution 

Sidekick: Global Implementation Services, Inc. 


“As one of the pioneer IT products distribution 
companies in the country, we realized early on that w 
needed the flexibility for creating and generating 
reports that will enable our sales and marketing 
division to plan for more business rather than just give 
a review of the past. We accomplished that with 
Microsoft Dynamics for Distribution. We now have the 
advantage of effectively managing our channel 
accounts, inventory and purchases particularly in terms 
of average sales per product per model, seasonality 
product, profit contribution per model and inventory 
in different warehouses. With Microsoft Dynamic 
work smarter. The software allowed us to minimize 
unprofitable transactions Instead of ranking accounts 
by sales, we now rank these according to profit 
contribution. We then focused on assisting these high 
performing accounts so that our business and theirs 


can grow together more profitably 
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com/dynamics 


and product representation 

Business Challenge: increase efficiency of 
operations in preparation for projected increase 
in volume of transactions 

Secret Weapon: Microsoft Dynamics for 
Distribution 

Sidekick: Global Implementation Servic 


Меп we implemented Microsoft Dynamics for 
Distribution last 2002, the electronics industry v 
only starting to pick up from the slump. In order t 
get ahead of the otition, we thought we 
needed a robust distribution system that will help u: 
plan the business, address the needs of customer 
and handle a large volume of transac 
Microsoft for Distribution greatly in 
our efficienc Jing us with a database 
elim nificantly decreases m 
manual work, which has also decreased turnovr 
ystem also generates accurate and reliable 
information and reports that we use in 
jermment and busine 
niendly system al 
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FOR SOME PEOPLE, ITS NOT 
"Were number one,” but "m 
number one!” I call this kind of a 
person “Grandstand George.” 

‘After months of work, the team. 
is pushed into the shadows as he 
shoves his way to the stage for 
"his" prize. He's a glory hound. 
He benefits from the work of oth- 
ers and takes all the credit. 

Grandstand George can cause 
more division within your team 
than any other person. 

‘As George's leader, you need to 
teach him the benefits of working 
with a team and winning as a team. 

Listen. 

Talk to George one-on-one 


about his grandstanding. Give 
him examples of team efforts that 
he took credit for. Ask him who he 
respects within your organization 
and why. 

Share your own positive team 
experiences with him. 

-.Then lead 

1. lead from power and 
strength. When you approach 
George, he needs to be aware of 
your strength. Lead him with au- 
thority. Otherwise, he will walk 
all over you. Let him know that 
уоп are not impressed by images, 
rather the teamwork that pro- 
duces results. 

2. Bring ina person he respects. 
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Grandstand George—from limelight seeker to leader 


to help you. If George mentioned 
that he respected another leader 
in your organization, bring that 
person in to help mentor George. 

3. Reward him for team play 
Don't base George's salary or oth- 
ег rewards on his individual ef- 


forts. If he's a producer, he has al- 
ready proven what he can do on 
his own. Base his rewards on 
meeting team goals. 

4. Ask him to do projects. By giv- 
ing George a project, you will be 
setting up boundaries for him. He 
needs boundaries. George needs to 
be put in a team environment 
where he will be forced to work 
with others, and win with others. 

5. Know which issues are 
worth the battle. By meeting with 
George you will start to under- 
stand his personality and motiva- 
tion. Pick your battles. Its better 
to have a driven person on your 
team who needs grooming than a 


polished one with no motivation. 
Discover what drives George and 
where he can develop as a leader. 
Find out what areas from which 
you should steer him clear. 

Don't force him to work in an 
area where he has little interest 
ortalent. 

6. Once the issues are settled, 
never give in. Don’t allow George 
to go outside the boundaries you 
have set up for him. He should 
not be able to go out on his own 
to do his own thing, He must 
learn how to work with a team in 
order to see the benefits of being 
rewarded as a team player. 

Left unaddressed, Georges 
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JOIN THE SIZZLING 
HP PROLIANT SUMMER PROMO. 


Get these selected HP ProLiant Server Bundles^ from March 1 to April 30, 2006 
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grandstanding will affect your 
team’s morale. As the leader, you 
need to emphasize the impor- 
tance of the team to George. He is 
already motivated to win. 

Give him the opportunity to 
win with a team, and he can be- 
come one of your strongest lead- 
ers. 

For information on John 
Maxwell's in-house or public lead- 
ership or teamwork workshops, 
please email us at maxwell@in- 
spire.ph or call 813-2732/03 and 
ask for Gina. Text MAXWELL ON 
to 4632 (Smart) to get daily SMS 
leadership insights from John 
Maxwell. God bless! 
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J& has new Asean head 


GRACE DEL ROSARIO-CASTANO WAS APPOINT- 
ED president of the Asean group of companies and 
the head of the Asean management board effective 
March 1. 

Castafio becomes the second Filipino head of 
the regional organization responsible for the 
growing Johnson & Johnson sales and marketing 
team covering Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
‘Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines. 

Castafio joined Johnson & Johnson in 1990 
and later became the general manager of John- 
son & Johnson Indonesia in 2000. 

‘She assumed the position of president and 
‘managing director of Johnson & Johnson 
(Philippines) Inc. in 2002. 

Zinnia S. Rivera was also named president and 
‘managing director of Johnson & Johnson 
(Philippines) Inc. effective March 1 

Significantly, Rivera becomes the 13th head of 
the local company since it was incorporated in 
the Philippines in 1956. 

Sheis also the second Filipino to head the 
marketing-oriented company with a product port- 
folio which includes market leading brands John- 
son's Baby Products, Modess Sanitary Napkins, 
Carefree Pantyshields and Wash and Neutrogena. 

Rivera was the immediate vice president of the 
Johnson & Johnson regional research and devel- 
‘opment before this appointment. 


Changes at Leo Burnett 


LEO BURNETT announces the promotion of Rays, 
mond Arrastia to deputy managing director of 
Leo Burnett Manila and the appointment of for-. 
mer Leo Burnett Manila CEO Michael Constantine 
as chief executive/technical advisor for Leo Bur- 
nettand ARC. 

The changes will see Arrastia—currently дёп": 
eral manager of Blackpencil, Leo Burnett's sec- 
‘ond regional network—take over the helm from 
‘managing director March Ventosa, who leaves 
the agency after 20 years and accepts an appoint- 
ment with ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. 

In his new role as deputy managing director, 
Arrastia will focus on the agency's business de- 
velopment while retaining a concurrent role as 
head of Blackpencil 

‘Arrastia first joined Leo Burnett in 2001 as ас, 
‘count management director. in 2003, he was. 
‘tasked to set up the Philippine operations of 
Blackpencil, Leo Burnett's second regional net- 
‘work that focuses on building challenger brands, 
to be successful. 

In the Philippines, Blackpencil clients include: 
‘Sun Cellular, Glaxo SmithKline and URC, among 
others. 

Constantine has been connected with Leo Bur- 
nett for over 25 years, having worked across six 
markets including the United Kingdom, Hong Kong’ 
and Japan and establishing long term relationships 
with the agency's major multinational clients like 
Procter & Gamble, Philip Morris and Diageo. 

He first moved to Manila in 1998 where he led 
‘an aggressive program of change to effectively 
transform then Hemisphere Leo Burnett into a 
full-fledged Leo Burnett agency. 


Insular Life promotes execs 


INSULAR LIFE chairman of the board and CEO Vi- 
cente R. Ayllon recently announced the promotion 
of three executives, Carmen Duque to senior assis- 
tant vice president and Sheriee L. Crisostomo and, 
Jose A. Padilla to assistant vice president. 

Duque heads the company's Systems Develop 
ment Department, which develops, maintains, and 
enhances computerized business application sys- 
ems and externally acquired systems. She ob- 
tained her Business Administration degree from: 
the University of the Philippines (UP)-Diliman. 

Crisostomo, the company's newest actuary, Is 
with the actuarial research and product develo 
‘ment staff which develops a competitive product 
portfolio for the company, as well as conducts re- 
search and analysis. 

Padilla heads the customer servicing depart- 
ment which takes саге of regular ordinary and di- 
rect marketing policy-related services including 
over-the-counter policy services, and telephone 
inquiries and requests. 


New execs at Philamlife 


JESUS б. Hofllefia was recently appointed execu- 
tive vice president for sales and marketing of 
Philamlife. 

On top of his new responsibility, Hoflera will 
continue to concurrently head Philam Plans Inc. і 
as president and CEO, and serve as president of 
Philam Foundation. 

He wili also continue with his responsibilities 
as chief marketing officer of the Philam Group of. 
Companies. 

Prior to his appointment, Ноећа was EVP 
and chief marketing officer of Philamlife where he 
has contributed significantly to the marketing as 
weil as business development efforts of the com. 
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IF AUDIENCE APPLAUSE WERE 
the only gauge of a show's success, 
then Tanghalang Pilipino's *ZsaZsa 
Zaturnnah, Ze Muzikal" with a 
four-weekend run in February 
which played to full, tumultuous 
houses, would qualify as a home 
run. ' 

“ZsaZsa” is more than a camp parade, how- 
ever. By calling itself "Ze Muzikal,” it de- 
manded judgment on its song-and-dance ele- 
‘ments, its melodic character, the vocal profi- 
ciency of its performers. Sure, it was a 
screamfest, but how was it sa musical? 

On this the verdict was mixed. A critic, 
emerging from the show somewhat glassy- 
eyed, pronounced “ZsaZsa's” aural impact 
"all noise.” A producer, rolling his eyes, said 
Vince de Jesus’ melodies sounded all alike. 
And а director wondered why the music 
didn't just go all-out pop or local novelty. 

De Jesus, composer-lyricist and musical di- 
rector of the show, had a rebuttal ready in the 
playbill: “Kasi, Carlo Vergara's comic book in 
itself is a tribute to Pinoy pop culture. 1 
thought, if] were to use pop na pop music for 
the musical—masyado nang predictable. Para 
bang іпішат mo ang pansit sa kanin. 
Nakakaumay па!” 

So he chose soul as the musical template of 
“ZsaZsa.” Gospel and rhythm and blues—the 
twin pillars of soul—"take the front seat be- 
cause of their obvious musical quali- 
ties—grand, loud and exaggerated, larger- 
than-life—just like ZsaZsa,” wrote De Jesus. 

True enough, that kind of music could 
sound noisy combined with a shaggy set, a 
busy cast and performers unanimously keyed 
in to the material's outsize, hypertheatrical 
feel. Sometimes choreography, costumes, di- 
alogue, even scenery can get in the way of ap- 
preciating the basic solidity of a musical 
score, and more so its shadings and shadows. 

Good thing De Jesus, dipping into his pock- 
ets for lack of extra production money, decid- 
ed to record “ZsaZsa Zaturnnah, Ze Muzikal” 
almost in its entirety, absent only the spoken 
text. 


Rare status 

‘The original cast recording is a welcome 
artifact in many respects. First, it's a docu- 
‘mentation of a show that still enjoys the rare 
status of being both a cult object and a certi- 
fied hit. Based on the very limited number of 
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Affordable living at its best 


Wish ko 


mapagtapos ko siya. 
At habang bata pa siya ay 

may maipundar na para sa kaniya. 

Wish ko rin makatira sa tahimik na lugar. 
Kaya naman. Akala ko dati mahirap. 'Di pala. 
Tong bahay nga ‘kala ko 'di ko kaya. 

Tingnan mo ngayon, 
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шй last homes and condominiums constructed to perform over time and strong village management support. 
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Ze Muzikal's original cast 
recording is a welcome 


documentation of a show 
that's both a cult object 
and a certified hit 
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*GABRIELA, AN ORATORIO' 


A theatrical 


The total impact 

of the production 

is unmistakably 

the achievement of 

Mabesa's sophistication 
TONY Mabesa 


directs the cast 
of “Gabriela.” 


By Bienvenido Lumbera 
Contributor 


“GABRIELA, AN ORATORIO” IS A 
theatrical dazzler, a product ofan 
artistic collaboration between di- 
rector Tony Mabesa, playwright 
Joi Barrios, composer Joy Marfil, 
choreographer Van Manalo, mu- 
sical director Rene Navarro, the 
UP Vocal Ensemble, the Filipini- 
ana Dance Group and the DUP 
Choric Ensemble, and cast of ac- 
tors all totally responsive to 
Mabesa's masterly hand. 

Such fine ensemble work is sel- 
dom witnessed on the Philippine 
stage, and tribute must be paid to 
the full maturation of the director's 
exceptional talent, which could 
weave the variegated strands of 
the production into a complex 
spectacle that thrills the senses and 
stirs the militant spirit of all those- 
who believe in heroes and in the - 
dialectics of heroism. 

Barrios’ book and lyrics take off 
from the biography of the intrepid 
wife of the hero Diego Silang, who 
takes over the leadership of her 
husband's rebel band after the lat- 
ters capture and execution by the 
Spaniards, Barrios is less interested 
in the minutiae of Gabriela's life 
than in what she has come to stand 
for in today's feminist movement. 
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dazzler 


‘The play is divided into two 
parts, the first introducing the wife 
against the feudal backdrop of 
Поко culture early in the 19th cen- 
tury, In the second, Gabriela is 
Gabby, a modern-day activist in the 
urban’ struggle for freedom and 
democracy. 

Both DG. (the modem-day 
Diego) and Gabby fall victims to 
the bullets of enemies, Their story 
however, is nota tragic tale but, in 
Barrios’ version, an inspirational 
episode in a people's march toward 
liberation. 

‘The music Joy Marfil has written 
for the play has been able to cap- 
ture Barrios’ mix of deep national- 
ist sentiment and touches of sar- 
donic humor, projecting an engag- 
ing ironic temper so aptly contem- 
porary. 

"The total impact of the produc- 
tion is unmistakably the achieve- 
ment of the director's sophistica- 
tion. Mabesa has reinvented the 
oratorio as a contemporary the- 
ater form, fusing voice and move- 
ment to give body to the political 
intensions of Barrios’ text. His 
blocking of figures and orchestra- 
tion of voices have created memo- 
rable images of passion and mili- 
tancy as no other recent theater 
production has been able to sum- 
mon. 


From page С! 


people who had managed to see 
“ZsaZsa” at the cramped Tanghalang 
Huseng Batute, it's safe to say its 
niche watermarks remain intact. The 
21-track CD isn't sold commercially, 
and whatever was peddled outside 
the theater during "ZsaZse's" run 
quickly sold out. 

Second, its rare as much for an 
original Filipino musical to take the 
next step of producing a cast record- 
ing. On Broadway, whether a musical 
tanks or triumphs, a cast recording is 
de rigueur. Here, as any bitchy queen 
would tell you, asa ka pa. Bud- 
get—the lack of it—is, of course, 
culprit, but the bigger villain is public 
indifference. 

How many CDs of original Filipino 
musicals are out on Tower Records or 

Music One? None. 

“Larawan, the Musical”—a com- 
mendable recording, as it provided 
the complete musical score by Ryan 

‘Cayabyab, plus lyrics by the late Na- 
tional Artist Rolando Tinio as well as 
production notes—was available for 

Ta brief while, but has now vanished. 

“Rama at Sita's” sumptuously pro- 

.duced soundtrack is also gone. 

" Cayabyab's canon of historical musi- 

zcals—"Katy" "Noli" and "Fili," “Alike 
abok,” "Sino Ka ba, Jose Rizal?"—is 
mot commercially available, a fate 
shared by other landmark Pinoy mu- 
1 sicals such as Gines Tan's “Magsimula 
$ Ка,” Lucien Letaba's "1896," Archie 
"Castillo and Bob Serrano's “Kenkoy 
Loves Rosing,” or the recent “St. 

Louis Loves Dem Filipinos” by Anto- 
nio Africa. 

; Even CDs of original Filipino musi- 

{cals in English, the theater du jour of 
the Starbucks-going middle-class 
crowd, never make it beyond first 
xinting. Trumpets has often come up 


on stage and CD 


with sleek, classy recordings of its mu- 
sical shows, such as “The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe" (the music 
of which is as Broadway-glossy as they 
come) and “The Little Mermaid.” 

Yet, like all other local theater com- 
panies, it has had to deal with tepid 
sales—a disinterest that only ensures 
an important strand of Filipino the- 
ater remains pretty much unknown 
and unavailable to a casual listener. 


Rudimentary 

The “ZsaZsa” CD is a rudimentary 
production. The cover is laser-print- 
ed, there are no notes explaining the 
musical's genesis, and the cast mem- 
bers themselves’ reportedly helped 
the composer cut the printouts. 

The usual Pinoy resourcefulness 
shows in other ways. De Jesus’ music 
honorably channels soul, but this is 
not the sweaty, sexually feverish mu- 
sic of Etta James or James Brown. 
What "ZsaZsa" luxuriates in is a 
sweetly flavored variant, short on 
anxiety and long on native cheer. 

Comparisons are often invidious, 
but they may also help create context. 
In this case, De Jesus’ efforts recall 
what the composer Alan Menken had 
earlier accomplished when he appro- 
priated the high-Kicking '60s Motown 
jive for “Little Shop of Horrors” and, 
decades later, gospel harmonies for 
the Disney animated film “Hercules.” 

“ZsaZsa's" openers for Acts Land II, 
for instance—choral numbers that 
begin with solo parts in slow, melis- 
matic flourishes, before segueing into 
fast, driving. beats—echo Menken's 
"Skid Row (Downtown)” in "Little 
Shop. 

In these numbers, "ZsaZsa's" high 
level of vocal showmanship is already 
evident. Joan Co and Red Nuestro 
bellow their solo parts with great 
lung power, and they're just in the en- 


semble. 

The rest of the backup vocal work 
is similarly inspired. In cuts like "Vic- 
toria!, Winner! Tagumpay!” (whose 
churchy vibe evokes “Zero to Hero” in 
Hercules") and the formidable bal- 
lad “Nakikita Ko na ang Nakakasilaw 
na Ilaw” (hands down the best song 
їп the show, though deliberately un- 
finished), the ensemble attains the 
tightness and freewheeling verve of 
doo-wop. 

De Jesus’ canny pop-culture in- 
stincts are also on display in the short 
vignettes for the "amazonistas." For 
Dina B., he used the opening bars of 
“Bakit ba Ganyan?,” for Sharon C. 
"High School Life,” for Vilma S. the 
stars biggest hit with Edgar Mortiz, 
"Something Stupid," and for Nora A., 
her “Tawag ng Tanghalan’-winning 
piece, "Moonlight Becomes You,” 
with insanely recast lyrics. 

On CD, shorn of action, choreogra- 
phy and scenery, the singing of leads 
Eula Valdes, Agot Isidro and Arnold 
Reyes now bursts through with more 
engaging clarity. And, as in the live 
show, Ricci Chan upstages everyone. 
with his authentically soulful, an- 
drogynous pipes 

Whether in syncopated numbers 
with galloping bass lines or slow 
tunes with only a majestic piano as 
accompaniment, “ZsaZsa Zaturnnah, 
Ze Muzikal's" smartly concocted mu- 
sic proves to be, well, “Tagumpay!” 


“ZsaZsa Zaturnnah, Ze Muzikal” re- 
turns April 21-30 at the Peta Theater 
Center, QC. For tickets and soundtrack 
CDs, call 8323661/8321125 locals 
1620-21, 0920-9535419, 5210412, 
0922-8712001, 7256244 ог 
7218604. 


E-mail the author at geadiz@ 
inquirer.com.ph. 


Workshop on cheerdancing and more 


PLAYSHOP PROMISES TO BE MORE 
interesting and exciting this year as it 
adds new workshops to its lines 
up—acting master class, creative ex- 
plorers class, modeling for kids, and 
basic cheerdancing. 

Filipinos’ love for cheerdance is ev- 
ident in the huge turnout of crowds 
during the annual University Athlet- 

.ics Association of the Philippines 
(UAAP) Cheerdance competition, 

“A lot of young people are captivat- 
„ed by the images and choreography 
they see on TV, and they aspire to be- 
"come cheerleaders themselves,” says 
„workshop head Lam Ligor, “We've 

been getting many calls—questions, 
suggestions for Playshop to offer 
cheerdance lessons. Cheerdance has 
evolved from mere pyramids and 
high kicks to a higher form of self-ex- 
pression that requires high levels of 

„creativity and endurance, And 
Playshop is ready to offer that train- 
ing" 

Former members and choreogra- 
phers of the UP РЕР Squad Sherwin 
Casepe and Love Sabio will handle 
the class, open to 13-year-olds and 
above. Trumpets is the only theater 
group that offers basic cheerdance 
aside from its traditional offerings in 


EXPRESS yourself through the Playshop cheerdancing workshop. 


theater, voice and dance. 

Playshop also offers modeling for 
kids 4-10 years old. This class seeks to 
develop at an early age children who 
have presence in front of the camera 
but can't sing, dance or act, 

‘There is also a class for children 
with special needs. Called Creative 
Explorers, this music and theater ap- 
preciation class seeks to enhance the 
social skills and, ultimately, the social 
life, of such children while also hon- 
ing their artistic potentials. 

“The class, to be handled by special 
education (SPED) teachers Naomi Ta- 


D 


banao and Rizza Ribbo, is open to 
children aged 6-12 years old. 

The acting master class under 
Roselyn Perez is for actors and ad- 
vanced students (professionals in the 
field) who need to brush up on their 
acting technique and stage perfor- 
mance, 

‘Trumpets Playshops new work- 
shop venue is at Learning Links in 
Sta. Rosa, Laguna, apart from regular 
venues at Shangri-La Plaza Mall and 
Alabang Town Center, Enrollment is 
ongoing, Classes start April 3. 

Call 6362842 or 6354478. 


їп this regard, Mabesa was able 
to successfully harness the athletic 
choreography of Van Manalo to 
generate energy and power that 
leave the audience breathless each 
time dancers stamp and whirl and 
tumble in approximation of the 
thrust of the revolutionary move- 
ment toward victory. 

Lanie Sumalinog, Mae Ann 
Valentin and Jean Judith Javier 
alternate as Gabriela/Gabby; 
Miguel Castro and Jason Tadaya 
as Diego/D.G.; and Stella Can- 
nete, Astarte Abraham and 
Natasha Cabrera as Mrs. Delia 
Delacruz. 

As individuals recreating the 
narrative of Barrios’ drama, their 
presence vivifies the myth of 
Gabriela and Diego and their rein- 
carnation in the contemporary po- 
litical scene. 
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WEDDING of Gabriela and Diego Silang, played by Lanie 
Sumalinog and Miguel Castro. 


SCENE from Dulaang UP's “Gabriela, An Oratorio” 


School of tbe damned 


By Ruel S. De Vera. 


"Never Let Me Go" 

By Kazuo Ishiguro 
Alfred A. Knopf, New York 
2005, 288 pages 


CROSSING OVER INTO 

the corridors of Kazuo 
Ishiguro's "Never Let Me 

Go" is the equivalent of 
following a suspiciously 
pretty girl from a dis- @ 
tance: You can barely # AC 
keep up but can't stop Eo 
doing it, and you pursue х: 4 
with a cocktail of excite- 

ment and trepidation. 

А similarly unexpected mix 
of measure and menace, “Nev- 
er” is the sixth novel from 
Ishiguro, the British author of 
the sterling “The Remains of 
the Рау” a book of regret that 
also spawned a fantastic film. "Never" ini- 
tially seems somewhat related, what with it 
being set in the tweedy confines of a British 
boarding school called Hailsham, but a 
shock lays in wait for the reader. 

‘Narrated by Hailsham student Kathy H., 
“Never” introduces the readers to the daily 
life at Hailsham, raised in sheltered isola- 
tion from the rest of the world while engag- 
ing in the pursuit of art and poetry. It ap- 
pears to be an idyllic existence, where the 
students’ only concerns have to do with 
teasing and their teachers, called 
guardians. 

But in their guardians’ whispers and 
their own doubts, the Hailsham student 
body led by the thoughtful Kathy, begins to 
suspect there is more going on, a rumor 
that goes beyond nuns in the graveyard, 
and its not what you think itis. 

“The first time you glimpse yourself 
through the eyes of a person like that, it's a 
cold moment,” Ishiguro writes. “es like 
walking past a mirror you've walked past 
every day of your life, and suddenly it 
shows you something else, something trou- 
bling and strange.’ 

In a twist that is matter-of-factly accept- 
ed by the children, "Never" lets it be known 
very early that all the Hailsham students 
are, infact, clones, raised exclusively to be- 
come organ donors as they get older. This is 
a premise that is not altogether unusual in 
science fiction yet the novel does not em- 
ploy this detail as a bombshell. Instead, 
"Never" first deals with how the stu- 
dents—in Ishiguros dystopian England, 
student is a synonym for clone—deal with 
each other as they grow up. 

Petty problems dissolve into puberty and 
life gets more complicated for Kathy and 
company, especially once they have to leave 
the school. But Hailsham never really goes 
away, as Kathy and her friends, notably the 
difficult yet devoted Ruth and the talented 
‘Tommy, are shadowed by the questions of 
exactly what was going on in Hailsham. This 
involves searching for the humans they 
were modeled after, called "possibles," 
among other more mundane tasks, 

‘As they get older, as Hailsham is closed 
down and more of them die after donations 
(а process euphemistically termed "com- 
pleting"), Kathy and the Hailsham alumni 
must face questions of their apparently lim- 
ited destiny and unresolved feelings they 


This deceptive 
boarding-school story 
from the ‘Remains 

of the Day’ author 

is a page-turner 


have for each other. 

"To find their answers, the students must 
revisit what is both the coolest and cruelest 
experience of their lives. 

АП this is filtered through Kathy's obser- 
vations, thoughts that range from the stolid 
to the sentimental, echoing Kathys own 
discovery, The Hailsham students allow 
their curiosity get the better of them, re- 
sulting in such quirky notions as Norfolk 
being where all lost possessions end up. 
‘That siveet imagination meets its counter- 
point in the pained realization that comes 
when one thinks back and sees that every- 
thing fell into place. 

"Because somewhere underneath, a part 
of us stayed liked that: fearful of the world 
around us, and—no matter how much we 
despised ourselves for it—unable quite to 
Jeteach other go,” Ishiguro explains. 

‘The brilliance of “Never” lies in the fully 
formed parallel present day all this takes 
place in. This is not some bad drive-in 
movie but a reflection on the refinement 
and remorse of school days, a time tainted 
by an unnerving sense of impending loss, 

Ishiguro informs "Never" with endless 
tact through his layered, languid prose. 
Nothing jumps out of the dark corners, 
nothing goes bump in the night, no blood- 
curdling screaming. 

‘The nascent horror of "Never" comes 
from the precise lack of it, The slow unrav- 
eling at Hailsham happens with tacit accep- 
tance, even cheerful dutifulness from most 
of Kazuo Ishiguro's characters, turning 
“Never Let Me Go” into a true tragedy of 
manners, It is when terrible things happen 
оп а daily basis and are then greeted with 
politeness that true horror occurs. 

‘Available in hardcover at National Book 
Store and PowerBooks. 
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t Ballet Manila 
performances 


BALLET MANILA, UNDER THE 
artistic direction of Lisa Macuja- 
Elizalde, will be hosting a two-day 
performance of the best of Korean 
classical and contemporary ballet 
in Star and Aliw Theaters at Star 
City. 
ТЕ. Featuring joint performances with the 
"Hwang Kyu Ja Yan Ballet Company of 
бео, South Korea, the festival will in- 
A'clude “A Contemporary Ballet Evening" on 

‘April 22, 5 p.m., in Star Theater; and 

"Giselle," a timeless romantic classic, on 

April 23, 6 p.m., in Aliw Theater. 

Korea's finest classical ballet dancers, 
ballerina Kim Ae Jung and premiere 
danseur Lee Won Kook, will be featured as 

the principal dancers in the two-act 
"Giselle." This is the couple's first perfor- 
mance in Manila after performing the 
same ballet on the stages of Europe and 
Northern America. 

Opening night will feature three Philip- 
pine premieres with Hwang Kyu Ja Yan 
Ballet's “16” and "1.10.11" by noted Kore- 
an choreographer Kim Kyung Young, plus 
a new ballet by multi-awarded Filipina 
choreographer Agnes Locsin. 

Also featured in the contemporary bal- 
let concert are Ballet Manila international 
ballet staples such as "Sayao sa Pamlang,” 
“Arachnida” and “Dancing to Verdi.” 

"Following Ballet Manila's successful 
participation in the Unesco-endorsed An- 
dong International Festival last year, we 
feel it is just fitting that we host this ex- 
ceptional company to showcase the 
strengths of Asians in the art of classical 
ballet," says Macuja-Elizalde, who is inci- 
dentally celebrating her 20th anniversary 
as the country's prima ballerina later this 
year. 

For tickets, reservations and informa- 
tion, call 5255967 or 4043086, or e-mail 
info@balletmanila.net. Ticket pric 
very affordable at P400 each on a first- 
come, first-served basis 


BALLET 
Manila and 
Hwang Kyu 
Ja Yan Ballet 
will perform 
“Giselle” 
withthe 
prima 
ballerina and 
the premier 
danseur of 
Korea. 


LEE WON Kook, 
premier danseur 
of Korea. 


bow to help others 


By Jessica Martinez give more to the needy. 
“HAS A BOOK CHANGED YOUR 
lifer” 

‘Yes, it has. The specific book is 
“Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire.” 

1 have been a fan of the book 
since 2000, so I can't really remem- 
ber what my life was like before 
then, before I started 
reading "Hany Pot presence 

[ 


In celebration of the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer's 20th anniversary, 
get a chance to win P3,000 Power- 
Books gift certificates and be fea- 
tured in the Inqumen’s pages by 
writing about the power of read- 
ing. For contest mechanics, log on. 
to wow powerbooks.com.ph 


ter” but the most re- 
cent change-in-my- 
life-because-of-a-book 
thing happened earli- 
erthis year, and іа | 
because of Hermione | 
Granger | 

Hermione, in“Gob- | 
let of Fire,” saw the | 
abuse that creatures 
called — houseelves 
had to endure and 
started а campaign 
called S.PEW. (Soci- 
ety for the Promotion 
of Elfish Welfare) to 
protest the abuse, 

Then, out of the 
blue, an idea came 
into my mind. Who 
are the house-elves 
who needed help in 
our world? 

The poor! 

So, with the help of 
my friends, мете 
now selling stuff to 
eam money to buy 
things for the poor. 
So, basically, reading 
encouraged те to 
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Disposable 
Baby Diapers 


Е EQ:Tra 


E | Consumers тау in by singly солей packs wi intact prof of purchase- 

E (POINTS) found on the packs EC Dry Baty бәреп. Pots per packaging эв as flows 
[ДЕТ А 

| | мира) © 

‘Travel Pack (NB225, 5205, Mi8s, L16s;XL14s) 

Econo Pack (S40s, M36s, 1325, 1285) " 

Jumbo Pack (5605, M54s, 1485, XL42s) 


[set be rogis EQ Dy sty Deren cte ona 


pareniiguardian, and the desired premium 
‘enclosed in an envelope. For harc-1o‘ind locations, it would be 
informatori of the address given be provided for easy reference. 


ML Entries can be maed or hand canted i 
"EQ Dry Travel Buddies" 
‘JS Unirade Merchandise, Inc. 
|: 3tst Floor Raffes Corporate Center 
[E Emerald Avenue, Origas Center, Pasig Cty 
IN. Choose from any af the folowing eotectibie baby bag designs 
ма the required EQ Dry Baby Diaper label points: 


Baby Travel Bags (avaiable designs) 
‘A Pink and blue color combination 


"Айла Face Bags: (avadobia designs) _ 
С.Сон- 


IMPORTANT: m E $ 
- Only packs of EQ Dry with cioih-ike cover (plain or white) wil be accepted. 
Entries containing cut-out points wi not be honored. ` "^ s 


V. The chosen premium item/s shall be delivered by LIBCAP Express to the 
address submited by the consumer. In the event that Ihe entry sender is not 


"* present during the time of delivery, a member of the sender's household may be - 


sted i sign a pool delivery nd receive the premium items in behalf ої 
aby sender 5. 00 T 
É V. Delvery lead times ior ihe premium ems are as flows ( 

upon receipt of every orden by е courier}; 

à Meso Nenta: wihin’2103 days 

B. Luzon & Visayas: within 2104 days 

ма 3105 days ^. 

“Vi Pes ems wb deve unt 60 dos from endo grama 
1 Consumers may join es many times as they Want. 
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There's magic at work 
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Visit the park ftom now till September 30, 2006 and you'll get to enjoy these; 
special offers: 2 


Extra Magic — choose one of these three treats: 


Ж A complimentary photo of you enjoying Space Mountain or 
"The Many Adventutes of Winnie the Pooh. 


* A FREE main course when you buy one at selected restaurants. 
Ж A FREE souvenir Disney-themed lunchbox. 


Breakfast on Us 


* All guests who stay at either the Hong Kong Disneyland Hotel or the 
Disney's Hollywood Hotel will enjoy a delicious complimentary breakfast!” 


So what are you waiting for? Book your holiday to Hong Kong Disneyland 
through your local travel agent today and begin your magical journey. 


Disney 


“Offers are available from one of the following agents or your preferred travel agents: 


 Alpha'Travel 2242 5869 Image "Travel & Tours Corporation 2.523 4226 Philippine Airlines’ 2 855 8888 Sinai Travel and Conventions, 25217483 
Cathay Pacific Airways Lid 27570888 Las Palmas Tours and Travel 2523 7786 Reli Tours and Travel Agency 2 867 3333 Sparkle Holiday 23037251 
Emphasis Travel &'Toum 2 2426146 Lucky Travel 28154620 Renaissance Travel 22434237  Sunbright Tours and Tra 2 524 0898 
Fortune Travel 22422774 Масне 'fravel & Tours 25218831 Royal Class Travel 2525 2864 ‘Transnational Travel and Tous 27533388 
Golden World Travel 2241 6968 Magellan World Travel Ine 25224809 Seven Seas Travel &e Tous 28331714 Uni Orient Travel 22433888 
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PORTRAITS of Filipino archbishops of Manila. 
at the museum of the Arzobispado. = 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


ESPITE BELONGING TO the 

majority religion in the coun- 

try, Filipino Catholics are al- 
ways hard-pressed to disabuse ma- 
jority ignorance of their 2,000-year- 
old faith. 

So how do you address the problem then? 

The basic response, of course, is an aggres- 
sive catechism, one that relates, without neces- 
sarily oversimplifying, Church doctrines to the 
ordinary Filipino and his everyday life. 

But even here, clergymen like Fr. Andrew 
Greeley find a vast area for improvement. In his 
book “The Making of the Pope 2005," the Amer- 
ican sociologist-writer complains that a signifi 
cant number of Catholics in his country ignore 
important Church teachings, say, on contracep- 
dion. 

Tn the Philippines, two Catholic institutions 
have come up with new ways to somehow re- 
energize the Catholic faith. 

The Archdiocese of Manila has refurbished its 
‘museum into one more fit to its status as the en- 
try point of organized Roman Catholicism in 
this part of the world. 

University of Santo Tomas, established in 
1611 through an endowment by Manila Arch- 
bishop Miguel de Benavidez who died in 1605, 
has mounted a quiet exhibit packaged to intro- 
duce its rectors (or, in modem language, univer- 
sity presidents) to the public at large, emphasiz- 
ing the historic importance of the UST rector- 
ship to the Church and nation as well as the cul- 
tural patrimony fostered by that institution. 

Тот quite easy to immediately establish the 
relevance of both activities, even to Catholics, in 
this debilitating age of Ragnarok, Counterstrike 
and Pinoy Big Brother. For who would prefer to 
see a cement bust of Felix Huertas or a rectorial 
medal over a riotous online game? 


‘Living Canopy’ 

But people like Fr. Gabriel Casal, director of 
the Manila archdiocesan museum, isn’t losing 
hope. Instead of sulking from the steady stream 
of modern-day frivolities, he's picked up a con- 
venient technology to generate appeal for his 
priceless artifacts. 

He's come up with añ interactive CD contain- 
ing the history and development of the archdio- 
cese, including paintings, busts, markers, capes, 
carvings and other artifacts on display at the. 
museum. He says the CD, "Living Canopy," is so 
long that it'll take about five hours fora straight 
viewing. 

Tes now available for public viewing follow- 
ing the museum’s renovation recently. The mu- 
seum is on the 3/F Arzobispado de Manila, In- 
патио, 

But while CDs can help bridge the generation 
gap, they're still no match to appreciating histo- 
y in this case, of the religious kind, by staring at 1 
the actual artifact. 

Justa few steps of the entrance is the original n == 
historical marker of the seventh Manila Cathe- mmm ==, 
dral that stood from 1879 to 1945. The three 
bullet holes speak of the ill fate of what was 
once a majesie structure. 

‘Adjacent to the marker are three giant 
molave carvings of Saints John, Peter and Paul. * 5 ж 
They used to flank the three: arches of the lower ү 
façade of the wartinte cathedral before bombs 99iC ONLY 69K ONLY 
dropped them to earth. ‘Special БИТИН Orma 16 A/T Serin. НИТИ! AVEO LS M/T 

‘Occupying an entire wall of the small mase- Plus Free Auto Insurance Plus Free Auto Insurance 
um is a Carlos “Botong” Francisco depiction of 
Jesus Christ ascending to the heavens. There's 
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OUR FINANCING SCHEMES HAVE COME TO A COMPLETE DROP. TOMORROW, YOU COULD BI REVVING UP THE SPECIAL 

EDITION CHEVROLET AVEO WITH ALL ITS ADDED SPUNK: 15-INCH ALLOY WHEELS, BODY KIT AND A NIFTY 

AERODYNAMIC SPOILER. NOT THE SPORTY TYPE? THE SPECIAL EDITION CHEVROLET OPTRA COMES TAILORED age 
WITH LEATHER SEATS, WINDOW VISORS, REAR SHADES, A LEATHER-WRAPPED STEERING WHEEL AND REVERSE уати 
SENSORS— ALL FOR YOUR DRIVING PLEASURE. REV UP TO YOUR CHEVROLET DEALE BEFORE THIS OFFER G0 
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FR. SERAPIO Tamayo, O.P, teacher of 
Manuel L. Quezon and Sergio Osmena, ina 
portrait by Amorsolo. 

n - ' 


m 
FR. ANGEL de Blas, O.P, one of the world’s top psychologists during 


his time, їп а portrait by Fernando Amorsolo. 


ү 
FR, NORBERTO Castillo, rector 
from 1982 to 1990, in a portrait 


by Da 


FR,- JESUS DIAZ, OR ina 
rectorial portrait by Esquillo 
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“LIVING Canopy,” an exhibit and 
a CD, charts the growth of the 
Manila Church starting as a 
suffragan diocese of Mexico. 


DOMINGO, 


de Salazar, O.P, first 


bishop of Manila. 


THERECTORIAL maces, 


symbols of the UST rector's 
academic and spiritual auth 


Museums of the faith, 


the power and the glory |. 
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also a glass showcase displaying works by Msgr 
José Abriol, who single-handedly translated in- 
to Filipino the Old and New Testaments, Sacra- 
‘mentary, Lectionary and other religious books. 

The archdiocesan museum, of course, won't 
be complete without an exhibit on Jaime Cardi- 
nal Sin and the colorful archbishops who came 
before him. You'll find an 
old desk and typewriter of 
Rufino Cardinal Santos and 
the already-britte cape of 
Bemardino Nozaleda, the 
last Spanish archbishop of 
Manila. 

“Es a humble collection, 
Casal tells the INQUIRER, ex- 
plaining that other impor- 
tant artifacts pertaining to 
the history of the archdio- 
cese were kept in more 
elaborate ecclesiastical mu- 
seums such as that of near- 
by San Agustin Church. 


UST Museum 


‘oldest museum in the country 

The school did an experiment of sors by 
mounting an exhibit on its rectors recently. 

Some might dismiss it as the school's vanity, 
but organizers believe there was value in in- 
troducing and explaining the role of the UST 
rector to Filipinos who have a short memory. 

The institution of the UST rector, after ай, is 
not without historical importance. UST is the 
oldest Western style university in Asia. During 
the Spanish colonial era, it functioned as a bu- 
reau of education, with the UST rector having 
supervisory rights over all schools in the islands. 

The importance of the UST rectorship in the 
history of higher education in the country can- 
not be discounted. As veritable secretary of edu- 
cation, the rector sat in academic tribunals to 
determine the fitness of a candidate for an aca- 
demic degree 

‘One can visualize the UST rector, a Domini- 
can scholar trained in the true scholastic and 
‘Thomistic tradition, frowning on a candidate's 
answer in a tribunal, waving aside the answer, 
and pronouncing “Non” on whether or not to 
gant him the degree. The first Filipino ilustra- 
dos such as Fr. José Burgos, Apolinario Mabini 
and Felipe Agoncillo underwent griling by the 


FR. FREDERICK Fermin, О.Р, 

“Others are with the safe- а Dutch national and naturalized 
кеш of the UST Muse. Fipino,inarectorial portrait 
шш оё азала Sciences, the by Alfredo Esquillo 


position used to be “clothed with mystery” and 
Was once seen as the “invisible power" in the 
university next only to God. “А medieval con- 
cept,” he says. 

As in papal succession, moving from опе rec- 
tor to another requires a solemn and elaborate 
ceremony notalien to pure Vatican tradition. (In 

p fact, it is the Vatican that 
appoints the UST rector as 
the school is a pontifical 
university, the only one of 

13 in the world with that ti- 

Че) 

In the exhibit were the 
silver maces (c. 17th- 
18th century) and the 
rectorial gown and 
medallion, all symboliz- 
ing the authority of the 
rector. The passage of 
those symbols from one 
rector to another signi- 
fies the sophisticated 
transfer of academic au- 
thority. 

‘The heart of the exhibit 
were the huge paintings of 
some of the 93 rectors, 

done by the likes of Femando Amorsolo, Alfredo 
Esquillo, Rafael del Casal, Ronald Ventura and 
Wenceslao Garcia. Garcia painted the first Fil- 
ipino rector of UST, Leonardo Legaspi, OP 
(1971-77), who is now archbishop of Nueva 
Caceres. 

Esquillo was a favorite of rectors, having 
been tapped to paint most of those on exhibit 
such as the portraits of Fr. Jesus Diaz (1965-70) 
and Fr. Rolando de la Rosa (1990-98) 

А standout were Amorsolo’s paintings of Fr. 
Serapio Tamayo (1926-36) and his successor, 
Fr Silvestre Sancho, who was rector until 1944. 
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INCLUDED in the exhibit 


FR.ROLANDO V. dela Rosa, O.P, academic tribunal headed by the UST rector. 
who became chairman of the. The incurhbent rector, Fr. Tamerlane Lana, 
Commission on Higher Education, O.P, the school's 93rd rector, admitted that the 


is the Anales de Manila, 
the history of the archdiocese 
from ancient times. 


FR. JOSÉ Noval, ОЈ 


ina portrait by Amorsolo 


smells and cuisine. 

In ethnic neighborhoods, you may 
find things out of the ordinary, as well 
as exotica and shops stocked with in- 
teresting goods. 

Walking is really the only way to 
discover your city. Walk when the sun 
iş notat its summer peak, either early 
in the morning or late in the after- 
rion. 

During the noon hours, you may 
enjoy a slow, long lunch in the coolest 
place you can find. Stay there as long 
as they will let you. Allow the sun to 
start cooling off before you go back on 
the street. 

Where to walk? Try your neighbor- 
hood first, Take a fresh look at what 
you have always taken for grant- 
‘ed—the same old houses, sidewalks, 
rutted streets—but see how they tell 
the story of your neighborhood. 

Are there still houses from a few 
generations ago? Have these houses 
been replaced with newer ones? Has 
the neighborhood gone commercial? 
Have shop spaces been built in the big 
front yards? On the other hand, dis- 
cover how wonderful those front 
yards may still exist. 

Are there special things to buy in 
your neighborhood? Are there homes, 
shops or restaurants that sell unusual 
food? 


n 


in a portrait by Esquillo 


What makes your neighborhood ex- 
traordinary? How would it stand out 
compared to the other sections of the 
city? 

Ifyou heed help, a good guidebook 
that con navigate you around Manila 
is "Street-Bound" by Josefina Mana- 
han, published by Anvil Publishing 

Manahan lists various types of 
walks around Manila that allow peo- 
ple to appreciate nature (yes, there 
still is some of it in the city), history, 
culture, and of course, non-mall shop- 


Summer streetwalking discoveries = 


ping. 

All of Manahan's walks take you 
through Manila, bringing out the 
pulse of the city that can never be du- 
plicated in any of the malls. 


Walking tour guides 

If you would rather be walked 
around the city, then contact either 
мап ManDy at — oldmani- 
lawalksGgmail.com or Carlos Cel- 
dran. Both do walking tours. 

Ivan calls himself a Streetwalker. 


He takes people on walks through Tsi- 
noy Binondo in central Manila 

He has another walk at the Chinese 
Cemetery showing that the cemetery 
is probably the city's most compre- 
hensive architectural museum and al- 
so the honor the Chinese community 
accords its ancestors, 

Tsinoy culture comes to life when 
he does unforgettable food walks 
through the kitchens of Binondo for a 
memorable encounter with the Chi- 
nese culture of taste 

Carlos Celdran presents his own take 
оп Manila, sometimes irreverent, but al- 
ways humorous and engaging. 

When he tackles the CCP Complex, 
he brings out the Marcos mania for 
iconic architecture. He walks you 
through Intramuros, develops nostal- 
gia for bygone days while doing a re- 
ality check on the ilustrado lifestyle. 

T really don't know who can walk 
people through Cebu, Vigan, Iloilo 
and other places outside of Manila. 1 
am sure that those people exist and 
ask them to drop me an e-mail. 

When 1 find out who they are and 
after trying out their walks, then 1 will 
publish the contact information of the 
more interesting walkers. 


E-mail the author at afvillalon@ 
hotmail.com 
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Bisbop Reyes 
marks 25tb 
anniversary 


THE DIOCESE OF ANTIPOLO IS CELE- 
айла the 25th episcopal anniversary 
of Bishop Gabriel V Reyes. 

Bishop Gabby, as he is popularly known 
to his flock, was born in Kalibo, Aklan on 
Aug. 3, 1941, to Congressman Juan M. 
Reyes of Aklan and Josefa Villaruz of Rox- 
as City. He is the nephew of the late Manila. 
Archbishop Gabriel M. Reyes, the first Fil- 
ipino archbishop. 

He entered Our Lady of Guadalupe Mi- 
nor Seminary in Makati and took his B. S. 
Philosophy and B. S. Theology in San Car- 
los Seminary in 1953. 

‘On Dec. 21, 1966, Rufino Cardinal San- 
tos ordained him to the priesthood, Reyes 
became secretary to the Cardinal. 

‘When Jaime Cardinal Sin became the 
archbishop of Manila in 1974, he took 
Bishop Gabby as his secretary. He became 
auxilliary bishop in 1981. At the episcopal 
conference, he was chairman of the Com- 
mission on Migration and Tourism, 1983- 
1995. In 1993, he became the bishop of 
Kalibo until 2003, when he became the 
bishop of Antipolo, 

For Reyes's 25th episcopal anniversary, 
the Parish Pastoral Council of Antipolo will 
hold a celebration at the Assumption Col- 
lege in Antipolo toda 
[r.c S. 
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“Colloquium on n Filipino identity 


NSTITUTO 
Cervantes is 
holding а 
round-table dis- 
cussion on Fil- 
ipino identity on 
April 4, 7 p.m., 
featuring En- 
glish literature 
professor Is- 
agani R. Cruz., 
writer Jessica 
Zafra, and an- 
thropology pro- 
fessor Fernando 
Zialcita. 
Highlight of the 
colloquium is a talk 
by Zialcita on his 
book “Authentic 
though Not Exotic," 
a collection of es- 
says that address as- 
pects of Filipino 
identity. The collo- 
quium will be mod- 
erated by sociolo- 
gist Chaco Molina. 
Instituto Cer- 
vantes is now in its 
new home at 855 
‘TM Kalaw St., Ermi- 
ta (a few minutes 
walk from the UN 
LRT station). Call 
02-5261482 to 85. 
“Authentic 
though Not Exotic,” 
published by the 
Ateneo Press (02- 
4265984), is now 
available in Popular 
and Solidaridad 
bookstores. 
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SHOWROOMS 
Les Gana, Fs eral Fe ag 
Tel/Fax.: (02) 771-0857 
TL el aaa Fot Ba gi 
Tels.: (02) 729-5093 , 889-7166 


Tels. (02) 3739797 · ане. 19 


Ei abt 


Carry only ONE card and get billed in US Dollars for your 
foreign transactions and ín Pesos for your local purchases. 
No double-edged offer here. Just a straightforward idea 
that spells double convenience. 


Suitable Ра iic: 


Take Good Care of your Heart with 4 
KK plestrim’ Coconut Fiber Capsule. 


Kplestrim® contains 


a unique combination of 
natural coconut fiber and 
garlic which helps 
reduce the risk of heart 
diseases. Don't take your 
Heart for granted, 
take 2-3capsules of 

lestrim? daily 


nm 


oe Ч 
KEE rS f Also, enjoy a world of privileges with Equitable Visa Card's 
Wes FSS World's Best Offers. Huge discounts and unique perks from 
top-tiered travel destinations around the world are 
yours exclusively. 


“Equitable VISA 


Gray ck 


APPLY NOW! 


867-7977 


1-800- 1888-3264 


www.equitablecard.com 


(Domestic Toll-Free) 


and make your heart 


healthier and stronger. 
й igi ‘le mate bfa bettet 


Available in coding drugstores: Only P2 pede (SRP). 


vworweabs-herbs.com.ph 
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Fish is a high- 
protein food that 
is lower in fat than 
any other source 
of animal protein, 
but is rich in heart- 
healthy Omega-3 
that help regulate 

} blood clotting and 
reduce fat build- 
up in the aricries. 
Recent medical 

| research shows that regular. 


d 


consumption of fish can lower 
(1 the risk of hypertension, 
stroke and cardiac arrest. The 
‘American Heart Association 
| recommends eating fish at 
least twice a week to help 
maintain cardiovascular 
health. 


Fish oils can be beneficial in 
reducing the swelling from 
rheumatoid arthritis and can 
also be good for mental 
health. It helps in combating 
depression and lowers the risk 
of developing Alzheimer’s 
disease. 


| 
| 
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The Faster Way To Great 
Tasting Fish! 
Now there's a new way to 
enjoy the tasty flavor of fresh 
fish with much less fuss and 
mess. There's Sarangani Bay, 
your fast and easy solution to 
great fish dishes in a flash! 
All Sarangani Bay fish are 
raised in the pristine waters 
of Sarangani Bay in Southern 
Mindanao, where they're 
farmed and processed on site 
to seal in tlic freshness and 
flavor of just-caught fish. 
Enjoy 99% bone-free and 
delectably meaty, juicy 
bangus any way you like it: 
plain, marinated, smoked, and. 
bottled Spanish-style. 
Whatever you choose, 
ngani Bay Prime Bangus 
‘makes mouth-watering meals. 
‘easier to make! 


Sinigang Belly Espesyal 


INGREDIENTS: 
41 small pouch 


PROCEDURE: 
tamarind soup powder 5 


| Fishing for Healthier ; 


| Options: What fish 
Put more love i in your cooking with just one step. can do for you. 


‘Sarangant Bay Fish Ponds ш Alabel 


Sarangani Province 
Strict Quality Control from. 
Fish Fry to Frying Pan 7 
Alsons Aquaculture 
Corporation, the company 
behind Sarangani Bay, is the 
only fully integrated farm-to* 
market seafood processing 
facility in the country, where 
fish fry are hatched, grown; 
harvested, and processed on 
site, It is the only plant that 
meets the strictest 
international food safety: 
standards, with: its, 
150 9001:2000 Quality 
Management Standard, 

Hazard Analysis and Critical 
Control Point (HACCP) and 
current Good Manufacturing 
Practices (cGMP) 
certifications. Sarangani Bay 
products get to your table at 
their freshest because fish are 
kept ice-cold at below 5°G 
from harvest throughout 
processing and stored at 
“18°C, 


Named after the maring 
sanctuary it calls home, 
Sarangani Bay is the largest 
exporter of premium 
packaged fish to Filipinos in 
the US, Canada, Australia and 
Asia, IL has received the 
country’s most prestigious 
recognition for exporters, the 
Golden Shell Presidential 
Award for Excellence in 
Design Manufacturing and 
Marketing. Proof enough that 
when it comes to quality fish, 
Sarangani Bay makes зше 
that you and your family get 
only the prime catch of the 
day. 


55 rice water 

2 Tomatoes, quartered 
‘medium-sized onion, quartered 
fadish, siced diagonally 
SARANGANI BAY, 
BONELESS BANGUS BELLY 
okra, cut into halves. 
kangkong, eggplant (optional) 
salt о tasie 


Вой һе tamarind soup base in rice water. 
Upon bolling, add the tomatoes, onion, 
radish, and sat. When vegetables are 
‘nearly done, add the sliced fish, then 
oil unut fish Is done. Add the rest of the 
vegetables, then simmer unti cooked. 


Sarangani Bay 
e fee b fa 
PRIME BANGUS 


| 


|. Visit wr saranganibay.com for bangus recipes. 
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Summer streetwalking discoveries 


GET OUT OF THE MALLS AND scape. 
go streetwalking this summer. s Within the vast urbanscape of 
There is nothing like discovering р X each city neighborhoods are 
the Philippine city, whether it be pockets that reflect the distinct 
Manila, Cebu, Baguio, or whatev- " lifestyles of their inhabitants. 
er city you happen to find your- These are streetscapes inhabit- 
self in. E gy ed and colored by the peo- 
‘Actually each city has a story of \ ple—their visuals, sounds, smells 
its own, one that can be felt with and tastes that together illustrate 
the senses while walking, and the the pulse of that particular sec- 
Tore you discover the story the 19th-century descriptions of the tion of the city. 
more i comes to life. Some ассш- belovedrer — ‘A market neighborhood is ob- 
rately call it feeling the pulse of. Оп the opposite bank of the viously different from a purely 
thecity. river is one of the business cen- residential neighborhood. А 
Each city and each neighbor- ters ‘of Manila. There energy bris- neighborhood of houses has a 
hood within the city has story of бв. It presents another face of character totally unlike that of a 
its own and therefore beats with the city where the pulse is under- skyscraper neighborhood. 
an individual pulse. standably different. Ethnic neighborhoods add a 
There is a languid feel when The pulse of a city is a combi- different flavor to the city. These 
experiencing Manila's Pasig River z= p epu ped па pud are ye on ees 
from the river walk along densely Place within the - changes from the ordinary, the 227° 
forested Arroceros ТЫ chat re. lope of a series of homes and people, their sights, pe MANILA still has some surprising Vistasfike Binondo _ 
minds you of José Rizal's late buildings that form the uba- prevegi Church, framed by overhead wiringand a tree. 
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|| me ULTIMATE GRADUATION PAR 


FREE BUFFET 


& Free Drink 


FREE DADS 
Ultimate Buffet For The Grad 


It's time again for togas, toasts, and triumphs! АП 
ye graduates, stand tall with miters on your head, and | 
walk proud with diplomas in your hands. You are 
now the masters of your fates and the inheritors ofto- 
morrow. But before you get 

going on your 

promising fu- 

tures, you've 

got to take the 

time to party! 

This March 
DADS rolls out * 
the red carpet for ._ 
the 2006 grads! Al 
graduates get a free for-grads-only drink and а com- 
memorative stuffed toy, and grads dining with six 
persons or more get a free ultimate buffet meal! 
Bring your family and friends for a banquet of good 
food and fun activities. 

Commemorate your achievements with a feast no 
one can forget. Celebrate a great graduation tradition 
at Dads, Kamayan, and Saisaki. ls the Ultimate 
= Graduation Party at the Ultimate Buffet venue! 


A x We've got new specialties, 


4 XS classic favorites, and 
? -- > festive buffets to 

з The Ultimate 3-in-1 вине © i ко 
Includes Saisaki and Kamayan | peace 

i ы 

ing, Saisaki presents а 


NEW SPECIALTIES $), CLASSIC FAVORITES 935 
FESTIVE BUFFETS TO CELEBRATE GRADUATION DAY! 
fine Festival of Salmon 


а DADS SAT Y m dishes, while Kamayan Klasiks buffet 


5 en Y K x features all your all-time favorites. 


252 BUFFET FESTIVAL 


Glorietta 3 Tel. 892-8898 • EDSA Tel. 705-1807 / 705-1809 
SM Megamall Dads/Kamayan Tel. 636-3785 • Saisaki Tel. 633-1758 
Padre Faura Tel. 528-1723 / 528-1724 * Alabang Town Center Tel. 807-5825 
West Avenue Tel. 413-6359 to 60 / 372-8845 


eT toy far ane (1) graduate dining-in Siih minimum six (6) persons. 
y w/ less than six (6) persons + Lunch & Dinner Buffet Only + Up to April 16, 2006, 


NOSERVICE CHARGE рй 
“шшш 0 0. — BCE „ә. шай 
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Text us your feedback: inquirer Ме name/age! 


By Lito B. Zulueta 


RISTO,” 
the annu- 
al exhibit 


of the suffering 
Christ that is the 
brainchild of 
artist Salvador 
Ching, appears 
to have evolved 
an iconography 
of its own. In de- 
picting the pas- 
sion and blood- 
shed of the di- 
vine sacrifice, 
the exhibit pre- 
figured the raw 
brutality of Mel 
Gibsons “The 
Passion of the 
Christ." 

That movie has 
been received in the 
anodyne-prone, pain- 
killing West with shock 
and outrage for its 
gory depiction of Je- 
sus last hours in the 
hands of His tormen- 
tors, confounding Fil- 
ipinoson what the fuss 
is all about. Since they 
have largely marked 
the annual Lent with 
breast-beating, morti- 
fication, flagellation, 
and even reenactment 
of the Crucifixion, Fil- 
ipinos know what Gib- 
son's Christ is all 
about. les powerful, 
уе, but no big deal. 

The image of the 
suffering Christ is the 
only Christ Filipinos 
know: It portends all 
what the Christian 
has to go through in 
this valley of teas; it 
presupposes the Res- 
urrection, the valley 
of bliss. “Kristo” isthe 
Filipino Juan de la 
Cruz himself tran- 
scending the world. 

But “Kristo” points 
to a new Christian 
iconography. Їп hold- 
ing the yearly exhibit 
focused on the 
sionate mien, “Kris- 
to” breaks away from 
traditional iconogra- 
phy of the Christ, 
which basically pre- 
sents the Lord in long 
shot, not so much a 
historic approxima- 
tion, but an evoca- 
Чоп of the Passion 
and the death's time- 
less significance as 
well as its devotional 
dimension. 

“Kristo” this year is 
entitled “Behold,” in 
reference to John 
19:5 in which Pon- 
tius Pilate, after hav- 
ing Christ flogged, 
presents Him to His 
accusers, "Ecce homo 
(behold the man)!" It 
presents the Christ in 
extreme close-up. 

"The artist seems to 
delight in laying bare 
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Ў yi message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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«зт vader | 

Sony BMG Records. 


Rocksteddy 


SMP 

3X optical 4X digital zoom 

25° ultra high-res, high-contrast LCD 

"TV quality video with audio, 
MPEGS compression 
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{ GO MAD WITH THESE KODAK EASYSHARE DIGITAL CAMERAS | 
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COMPUTER SYSTEMS. INC. 
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Homogenous Vinyl | Laminated Resi Engineered Hardwood 


Your own personal space should be as beautiful as you can make it. That's why APO Floors allow 
you to be creative with a rich pallet of color, texture and format. Design, style or decorate 
exciting new spaces that enliven your home, office or commercial areas with a range of floors to 
give a distinctive look. Best of all, APO Floors provide you with low-maintenance convenience. 
Thanks to our APROTECT®, a UV-cured polyurethane coating with ceramic dust that makes 
APO Floors resistant to scratches, scuffs and stains. 


. Manufactured according со ASTM and JIS standards + 10 year warranty * ISO Quality Management System Certified 


The brand of quality flooring 


PUYAT FLOORING PRODUCTS INC. 
2nd Floor, ENZO Bldg. 399 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City + Tel: 897-3879 * Trunkine: 890-9697 
Customer Service Hotine: 895-2589 / 2593 + Fax No: 897-6262 + Website: wwwapotile.com * E-mail: pypi@apotile.com 


К т-а, | 
| arat Markat - 75722771889999. Саалайап Cay - (DH 0020004630823. i 


P ^ Huwag ipilit 
„kumain ng sipit... 
sa allergy, ika'y 

mamimilipit. 


"i 


|Cetirizine 
~ Zyrtec” 


Doctor recommended 
Quick and safe relief for allergies 


Zyrtec ls doctor recommended to treat allergies. Just ono dose glves 24-hour no-drowso clit, 


| Lots of allergies. Just опе Zyrtec. 


Veyroloms реи, consul your doctor. Avaabain {fimorcury део and leading drugstores, 
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Anexaltation of colors 


anda riot.of forms 


7 By Constantino C. Tejero 


ЇТНІБ COUNTRY IS BRIMMING OVER 
+7 with aesthetic pleasures and so abounding 
with natural artists that ifs no longer surpris- 
Ting to find a hard-nose businessman like 
2$ Carlos Rocha burst into the art scene. 
1 One glance and one recognizes this one as 
Да Filipino Fauvist. Rocha uses color with the 
enthusiasm ofa child or a bom colorist. 
7 Ihis paintings evoke European art of the 
early 20th century it is because he has 
5 soaked in the styles and techniques of the 
 Post-Ampressioniss, the Cubists, the Expres- 
© sionists, but most obstinately of the Fauvists. 
He uses the simplification of form by Ma- 
tisse, the manic brushwork of Van Gogh, the 
sense of perspective of Cézanne, but espe- 
* cially the pure contrasting colors of the Fau- 
tists. 

"really admire the theory of simplicity of 
` Matisse,” says Rocha. ‘Ang habol ko talaga 
x kay Van Gogh yung tapang пуа sa kulay.” 

Ifhis paintings also have a whiff of the Fil- 

ipino Modemists about them, it is because 
She has immersed in the art of Victorio 
i Edades and Vicente Manansala, colleagues 
in University of Santo Tomas of his father 
Julio, who was the first Filipino dean of Ar- 
есше at UST. He and his craftsmen, 
such as Onib Olmedo, were the young 
Rochas informal tutors 
Running various family businesses most 
of his life, he retired as a businessman three 
years ago to pursue his “life-long desire to be 
a fulltime artis,” and has been spending an 
average of 12 hours in front of the canvas 
since, He mounted his first one-man exhibit 
of peintings and sculptures that year 
Now 56, Rocha is holding only his sixth 
solo exhibit, “Carlos,” 25 pieces in acrylic on 
‘canvas and three sculptures in mixed media 
(resin, steel bars, wire, enamel paint), until 


“THREE Sisters” 


“THE PIANIST” 


April 9 in the Glass Wing, 2/Е Ayala Muse- 
‘um, Makati Ave. cor. De la Rosa St, Makati 
су 


Joyous world 
A riot of highly contrasting primary and 
secondary colors greets viewers the moment 


they enter the gallery Fauvism’s joyous 
‘world is here made manifest in each canvas. 

By the entrance is a large painting, “Bo- 
hemian Ballad,” depicting a woman amid 
planes of red, fuchsia, yellow, orange, green, 
blue, playing a stringed instrument among 
apples, lampshade, potted plants with gi- 
ganticyellow leaves. 

Of similar composition bur in a relatively 
somber tone is “Lady Who Waits,” with a 
"woman in a blue dress despondent amid or- 
ange floor, red chair lampshade, and an 
open window unfolding a view of a village. 
In theme and composition this strongly re- 
sembles Matisses "The Dinner Table (Har- 
mony in Red)" 

The European feel of these paintings isev- 
ident not oniy in the style but especially in 
the imagery From hotel interior to meadow 
to seascape—in pieces such as “The Har- 
ош” “The Village,” "The Windmill,” “Old 
Port its obviously foreign зой. It could be 
the Mediterranean, the coast of Spain or 
Southern France, the Каап countryside or 
the Casbah. 

“Crimson Sky” is a study not only of 
pure contrasting colors but also of com- 
plex structures and perspectives, and a 
happy merging of landscape and still life: 
a foreground of blue and green bottles 
and wine glasses on blue tabletop and a 
background of green field and blue sea 
cut in the middle by orange houses with 
red rooftops. 

"Under the Tuscan Sun" is a rolling 
panorama of golden field, red rooftops, vio- 
Jet mountain range, turquoise Ку. "The Red 
Terrace" has yellow chair and table on red 
tile floor framed by flowering hedges of yel- 
low, blue and violet. “The Harlequin’ is a 
sheer blaze of diamond pattem in yellow, 
тей and black with an orange sun against a 
cobalt blue sky 


‘BOHEMIAN Ballad" 


Stylized pieces 

The Fauvists celebration of life is appar- 
ent in genre pieces such as “Café-Bar” Jazz 
Time,” "The Pianist,” “The Swing,” ‘All Sum- 
mer Long" "Garden Pleasantries’—with 
their hectic imagery and savage colors. 

Even pieces relatively muted in color 
tonality demonstrate a strong colorism: “The 
Music Room,” with а black piano, white floor 
and red walls; and "In Solitude,” a night 
‘scene with moon and stars, chair and table 
in a garden, and a sailboat moored under a 
tree. 
“The sculptures are of resin painted thallo- 
green to resemble metal, then mounted on 
sculptured glass. Elongated and roughhewn 
figures in distorted postures, they exhibit a 
strong sense of movement, in the highly styl- 
ized manner of Solomon Saprid. 

“String Serenade” has a man pouring his 
hheart-out through the strains of his violin. 


‘Malang’s works on paper 


MALANG AGAIN PROVES HIS MASTERY OF 
gouache in his latest exhibit, “Works on Pa- 
Hiper” 
2 The show features Malangs continuing 
passion to paint and willingness to experi- 
ment with lines and design, which is why he 
still spends much of his day painting or 
sketching. Women and vendors are among his 
favorite subjects, and each piece has a charac- 
Т нет (and sometimes even a history) ofits own. 
Io As art critic Cid Reyes wrote, “Malang’s art 
“posits по radical aesthetics or problematic 
$> dilemma: What he offers us instead is an am- 
Y plitude of feeling and exhilaration embodied 
$in works at once controlled and free-wheel- 
Sing, an art no longer for decorators’ salons, 

but truly and significantly an art for muse- 
m: 


“FISH Vendor” 


Malang's works on paper are on display in 
Gallery 828, at Art Plaza, Shangri-La Plaza 
Mall, April 8-22. Gallery 828 is owned by 
Ophie Dee. Call 6375795 to 96. 


:Limpe's expressionist pisces 


"JULIUS LIMPE, POPULARLY 
“known for his trademark fish 
S paintings, brings back his world of 
‘fishes, a unique environment in- 
S habited by fantastic creatures. 


Titled "Fish-ful of Prosperity," the exhibit 
howcases schools of multicolored fish 


Tu 


dancing, prancing and swirling around one 
another as though choreographed. The ex- 
hibit opens April 4, 6:30 p.m., in the Cru- 
cible at Megamall. 

Limpe brings to his show a truly unique 
and idiosyneratic style, infusing his char- 
acters with a variety of emotions. Twenty 
pieces are rendered in acrylic, with colors 

so vibrant and dy- 
namic one invari- 
ably gets seduced 
by the display of 
hues. The varied 
movements radiate 
a primal energy and 
force. 

An expressionist 
painter who has ex- 
hibited їп various 
capitals around the 
world, Limpe has 
met the challenge of 
his collectors, that 
is, doing an all-fish 
show in observance 
of the Lenten sea- 
son. 

The exhibit runs 
until April 16. Call 
6356061. 


Muñoz at Hiraya 
HIRAYA Gallery is opening "Closer" a 
one-woman exhibit of US-trained 
Maya Muñoz, on April 7. The show un- 
folds in Successive huge frames a per- 
sonal tale of a woman's ascent to the 
peaks б! her obsession as a lover. 
Muñoz draws full figures, brushing her 
boards with unusual compelling col- 
ors, and saturating her exhibit with ап 
elegant and wholly rounded theme. 
The show runs until May 14. Hiraya is 
at 530 United Nations Ave., Ermita, 
Manila Call 5233331 or visit www.hi- 
raya.com 


?Maya Muñoz | 


‘Fourplay’ at Astra 
“FOURPLAY,” a show of Virgilio Avia- 
do, Bencab, Justin Nuyda and Edwin 
Wiiwayco, will open on April 6 in Ga- 
lerie Astra, LRI Business Plaza, 2/L, 


Nicanor Garcia St., Bel-Air, Makati. The 
show consists of Aviado's “Variations 
ona Theme of Sanchez-Cota'm,” Ben- 
cab's nudes, Nuyda's abstract land- 
scapes and Wilwayco's "Moving 
Mountain" series. Highlight is the in- 
teraction plece by the four artists. The 
show runs until April 22. Call 8903988. 


Fabie-Gíeller 
atBoston 


YOUNG visual artist Sandra Fabie- 
Geller is presenting her fourth solo 
show, "Alter Images." Boston Gallery 
‘at Quezon City until April 30. Her 
works focus on portraits and images of 
acquaintances. "La Primavera," for ex- 
‘ample, is a painting of musician Jay 
Cayuca in the vigorous act of playing a 
Vivaldi on a violin. Call 

7229205. 


Magno at CCP 
THE CULTURAL Center of 
the Philippines presents 
“Dala Dalang Dalangin,” re- 
cent works by Angelo Mag- 
по until April 23, at Pasilyo 
Victorio Edades. Сай 
8323702. 


and Veloso 
atPintó Art 


solo exhibits by Bart Aguas, 


PINTO Ап Gallery prosents “ТЕ GREATEST Feeling with My С 
Cris Villanueva Jr. 


VisUAL ARTS 


Noel Mahilum and Ulysses Veloso. 
Aguas showcases his recent collection. 
of tile art in "Art on Earth” at the 
Gallery Shop. Mahilum presents a 
painting exhibit, “Batu-bato,” in Gallery 
2. Veloso showcases his series of witty 
sculptures in "Muse of the Spheres.” 
All exhibits run until May 1. Call 
6971015 


Summer workshop 
THE CULTURAL Center of the Philip- 
pines Visual Art Units now accept- 
ing enrollees for the COP Summer Vi- 
sual Arts Workshop. Courses include 
Children's Art (5-10 years old) and 
Mixed Media Art Techniques (16 
years old and above). Registration 
fee is P3,000, excluding materials 
Workshop period is April 25-May 25, 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 2-5 p.m. 
(Children's Art); Thursdays and Fri- 
days, 2-5 p.m. (Mixed Media Art 
Techniques). Call 8323702. Deadline 
for registration is on April 21 


Group exhibit 

STAIRWAY Gallery is holding an in- 
teraction exhibit by Penny Reyes-Ve- 
lasco (pressed flower), Bobby Castil- 
lo (glass), Louie Stuart (paper mak- 
er) and Paz Abad Santos (fiber) at the 
Imacron Media Center Building, 115 
Kamuning Road, QC. Exhibit runs un- 
til April 30. Сай 9201375 or 
09209214909. 


Cartooning, book 
illustration workshops 


THE LOPEZ Memorial Museum is 
holding a cartooning workshop for 
kids aged 6-10 years, for four Satur- 
days, 2-4 p.m., beginning April 25. 
Fee is P3,000. inclusive of materials. 
The facilitator is Joanah Tinio. 

The Lopez Museum will also hold a 
book illustration workshop for col- 
lege students and/or those who wish’ 
to create an appreciation for chil- 
dren's books and learn aspects of its 
production. The workshop will be fa- 
cilitated by llustrador ng Kabataan 
members Оше Badelles, Jason 
Moss, Pepper Roxas and Liza Flores 
for five Saturdays beginning April 29, 
За.т.-12 noon. Workshop fee is 
P3,000. 


Olazos at new 


lothes on,” by 


MONDAY, APRIL 3, 2006 


"The Builder" isa man witha long rod secur- 
inga comerstone with ll the straining of his 
sinews. "The Harvest” depicts three fisher- 
теп flexing their muscles to haul a net of 
catch, 

Rocha says he had been sculpting in this 
manner long before he first saw a Saprid 
piece. Infact, his basic form was inspired by 
a sculptural piece brought from Peru by his 
former schoolmate and fellow Tlonggo, the 
basketball player Francis Атпай. 

He says he doesn't use бау scale models 
for these pieces but directly applies resin оп 
steel bar. He also directly applies paint on 
canvas, with no sketch or drawing 

“Lused to copy the sketches and drawings 
of others, pero nahirapan ako," he confides. 
“So I started doing things spontaneously. T 
just let my hand and mind move, and let my 
personality speak. Tm sure nobody paints 
like these paintings, exactly this way—be- 
cause theyre my signature." 


“STILL Lit 
Olazo 


Duemila 

GALLERIA Duemila at 210 Loring St, 
Pasay City, will open "Olazo & Olazo* 
on April 8 at3 p.m. The show features 
Stil lifes in oil оп canvas by Romulo 
Olazo and abstract works in mixed me- 
dia on paper by Jonathan Olazo. Call 


Kasuy," by Romulo 


Bembol dela Cruz, 
Villanueva at Mag:Net 


BEMBOL de fa Cruz's “The History of 
Things" opens in Mag:Net Gallery ABS. 
оп April 4. The show consists of paint- 
ings of various objects realisti- 
cally rendered on a ground of 
elastomelric sealant fedseal. The 
same ground was used to cover 
the same objects accompanying 
the paintings. The trompe l'oeil 
rendition has the actuality of the 
= size of the painted objects, em- 
phasizing their objecthood. 
Meanwhile, Сп Villanueva's. 
Infant Eyes,” opening April В in 
Mag:Net Gallery Katipunan, 
plays on patterns of camoutlage, 
The artist whitens them over, 
leaving only thin strips, isolating 
Individual shapes, contriving 
block letters to peek through the 
design. The concealment is a 
double nogative. Call 9293191. 
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"TALUKBONG," by Wilfredo Offemaria 


“FAITH,” by Lindslee 


The Christ in extreme close-up с 


the brutality absorbed by the divine corpus, 
like a mortician enjoying his pathology. But 
this is by no means a clinical or scientific at- 
tempt at historical veracity. The artist is not so 
much interested in the science and the history, 
but, like traditional iconography, in the time- 
Jess and devotional importance of the Passion. 


Holy visage 

‘Thus, Fil Delacruz’s "Ecce Homo” casts the 
holy visage in a splash of red, the thorns in 
slivers of gold, the better to emphasize the 
kingly deportment of Christ's humanity. Jef 
Samonte's “It Is Finished" shows the divine 
profile about to expire, the Lenten purple 
framing the face conjuring terrible grief 

Lydia Velasco's “Behold the Man” casts the 
face in a wash of green, endowing it with the 
grace of femininity, thus invoking the univer- 
зайку of the sacrifice. In contrast, Jason Mon- 
tinola's “The Christ" removes all traces of the 
sacrifice, save for the crown of thorns, the bet- 
ter to highlight Christ youth and other- 
worldliness, His transcendence. 

Bin Samonte's "In Him, Through Him" pre- 
sents Christ at the moment of His crucifixion, 
"when his nailer blunts the naif behind the 
plank to ensure best his impalement. Since 
the scene is quite sadistic, there's no need for 
powerful colors: The canvas is a specter of 
grays and blacks. Aris Bagtas altogether 
elides the passion to concentrate on the Res- 
urrection in his "Pagkabuhay" effacing all 
traces of rough treatment. 

The suffering mien also lends well to ab- 
straction, as in Fernando Doctolero's Christ 


The ‘Kristo’ exhibit 
commands us 
to view the Passion 
and the countenance 


impastoed with colors that are not exactly 
bloody as much as celebratory (perhaps in an- 
ticipation of the triumph of the Resurrection); 
Julio Austria's painful action painting 
(Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus") that ap- 
proximates in lines and colors the bruises and 
seats of the bloodied Savior, Anton Balaos 
snow-white canvas with cuts of black and 
drips of red that prefigures the blood-splat- 
tered episode; Art Bermido's “Scourged” in 
which Christ's body is remotely suggested by 
the right-angled figure on the left (like a half- 
cross) and the punishment it absorbed con- 
jured by the black and bruising slivers of 
green and red on the right; and Lindslee’s ges- 
tural bravura in industrial colors, the Christin. 
‘metallic passion. 

Even Camille de la Rosa's tranquil land- 
scape (“Mount of Olives”) is an abstracted vi- 
sion auguring Christ's agony or even the 
morning of the Resurrection, when it seems 
all creation is past the pitch of griefand on the 
threshold of celebration. 


Landscape of grief 
Landscapes are not alien to the close-up of 
the Passion, as some of the artists choose to 


render the Cross in relation to place and time. 
Fidel Sarmiento's "Krusipiho" has the crucifix 
in the foreground set against a dreamlike 
landscape where one sees vestiges of the 
country's Hispanic heritage and a mountain- 
scape throbbing with light and promise. 

Anthony Fermin’s “Resurrection” situates 
the risen Lord in a blazing backdrop of 
singing colors. Farley del Rosario's cartoonish 
“Faith” has the crucified figure connected 
yoyo-like to the heart of the figure in the fore- 
ground, the canvas spread out with the yoyo's 
(a Pinoy invention), a symbol of relatedness 
and resilience. 

Meanwhile, Bogey Alvarado's powerful de- 
piction has Christ's blood pouring down on 
sinful humanity, while a boar waits menacing- 
ly perhaps to pounce on everyone who 
swears allegiance to the faith of the Cross. 

‘Wilfredo Offemaria's “Talukbong” seems to 
depict the Emmaus episode in which the 
Christ, under a veil, reveals Himself to Mary 
Magdalene after the Resurrection. 

Pandy Aviado's moving “Veronica's Veil" ob- 
scures and tempers Christ's suffering through a 
woman's gauze, somehow endowing the fig- 
ure with a maternal care and poignancy. 

Meanwhile, Hermes Alegre's “Good Fri- 
day” depicts the Christ in a shadowy pallor 
that seems almost like an abstraction. The 
work sears the heart with its evocation of the 
fallen Christ and fallen humanity 

Norman Dreo's “Lamb of God" substitutes 
the suffering image with the figure of the 
lamb, symbolizing the meek attitude of the di- 
vine holocaust. 


The exhibit this year is doubly meaningful 
since it is held in memory of the late artist 
Romeo Forbes, the 25-year-old wunderkind 
who died of cancer of the blood in February. 

A native of Bulacan, Forbes grew up 
steeped in the rigor and passion of Lent. In 
fact, one of his earliest works was “Sa Dako 
Paroon,” an oil and acrylic work in 1999 de- 
picting a masked Lenten flagellant with his 
back turned to the viewer, ready for the morti- 
fication. The striking work will also be exhib- 
ited. 


“Behold: A Lenten Exhibit in Memory of 
Romeo Roxas Forbes,” organized by The Artery 
and curated by Jocelyn Tullao of the UST Muse- 
um of Arts and Sciences, will open on April 4 in 
Gallery Nine at SM Megamall and run until the 
16th. Call 6867302. 


"SA DAKO Paroon,” 
by Romeo Forbes. 


SUMMER FUN., COMPLETE WORKSHOPS. 


JOIN A JOHN ROBERT POWERS SUMMER WORKSHOP 
JUST FOR KIDS. TEENS. GRADS. 


Special Age Group Workshops in Personality Development, Acting, Modeling, 
Etiquette, and Grooming. Morning and afternoon Sessions to fit your schedule. 
rcli Now and finish before your regular school classes begin. 

Earn the Worldwide John Robert Powers International Certificate. 


L2 NE 4 t H MAKE THIS SUMMER THE BEST EVERI HAVE FUN AND GET THE LIFETIME 
“SCOURGED,” by Art Bermido BENEFITS OF A WORKSHOP AT JOHN ROBERT POWERS. 


CALL NOW: 892 9511 or 927 0465 


(Makati City) (Quezon City) _, 


О bef uow 


www.johnrobertpowers.com 
Casmer Building, 195 Salcedo St, Ground Floor, Cinderella Building 


Legaspi Village, Makati City 
Guarded paring nearby 


825 EDSA, Оџег‹ 


Parking on premise 


City 


START TODAY. FINISH BEFORE REGULAR CLASSES BEGIN. 


Congratulations to Denille Lou Valmonte. Bb. Pilipinas International 
& Rosalyn Sirikit Santiago, 1st Runner-up Bb. Pilipinas 2006. 


“соор 
Friday,” by 
Hermes 
Alegre 


ime for the top-end developments of Ayala Land providing security, ultimate comfort and 
locations and trophy addresses. With its superior customer 


less 


The sweet life has never been so tempting. Ayala Land Premier. The new na 
lemark legacy of enhancing the customers" quality of life with its portfolio of prime 


privacy. Tt embodies Ayala Land's trade 


care and property management, Ayala Land Premier ensures exclusivity and value over time. We.trust you won't really have an appetite for anything 


728-7000 œ www.ayalalandpremier.com 


УД AyalaLafid PREMIER 


